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PREFACE. 



The Author of the following pages was requested by the 
Irish Wesleyan Methodist Conference in 1839, to prepare 
Memoirs of the late Rev. Gideon Ouseley ; to which he con- 
sented, more from the respect which he entertained for their 
judgment, than from an opinion of his own competency for 
the performance. But subsequently, not being able to g^ain 
access to papers which he deemed essential to the compilation 
of such a work, he begged leave to decline the duty, and ob- 
tained from the Conference of 1840, a dispensation from that 
which he otherwise would have conceived obligatory. He was 
given to imderstand too, that another, and more able pen was 
engaged in the task which had first been assigned him. 

Seven years had well nigh elapsed, and nothing appeared to 
meet the expectation of the religious public, and great uneasi- 
ness was evinced by many, lest the name of the venerable 
Ouseley should be allowed to pass into oblivion. It was not 
until then, and after repeated and urgent entreaties by several 
respected friends and brethren of the Irish Connexion, and by 
honoured members of the British Conference, that he conld be 
Induced to enter on the prosecution of the design. 
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Some apology may be thought requisite from the Author /or 
the delay of the publication since its first announcement. lie 
had anticipated its appearance long before this period, but 
matters of painful interest connected with his ministerial 
charge, which he could not have foreseen, and over which he 
had no controul, engaged him in onerous and perplexing du- 
ties, which precluded the possibility of bestowing that attention 
to it which was necessary in conducting it through the press. 

Although topics referring to the social state of Ireland, and 
to the Mission generally, occupy considerable space in the 
Memorial, yet the Author's principal object was to give, as far 
as he could, a fair view of that '* most unusual man," whose 
character and labours are traced in this volume. As any history , 
however, of the Irish Mission should comprehend an account 
of one of the most extraordinary and successful Irish Mission- 
aries who have appeared in any age, so the Ministerial Life of 
the man, must embody a sketch of the system of operation 
with which he was connected, and of the character of his na- 
tive country which he so ardently loved, and for whose rege- 
neration he passed through nearly half a century of persevering 
and patient toil. 

Mr. Ouseley's voluminous letters, descriptive of his travels 
and labours, from some of which extracts have been already 
published, presented a strong inducement to the writer to com- 
pile a much more comprehensive record : his chief difficulty, 
therefore, lay in comprising the work within moderate limits. 

In the second letter the quotations of the Author, may be 
thought too copious and lengthened, but having in his former 
letter ventured to state his views on a subject respecting which 
there are many conflicting opinions, and lest the remarks 
made by him, << should appear presumptuous from so inconsx- 
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^lerable a person," he deemed it expedient to fortify himself 
hj authorites of such high and deserved reputation. 

Since this work was commenced, our country has become a 
scene of the most distressing calamity ; famine and fever, in 
appalling succession, have been doing the work of death ; its 
sufferings have been such as to arrest the attention, and, in a 
great measure, excite the sympathies of the world ; and the 
judgments of the Lord are still abroad in the land. Whether 
this awful visitation has been called down by those moral evils 
described in an early part of this Memorial, the Author does not 
now venture to determine. Some future writer, who shall see 
" God in history," may trace its causes and exhibit its effects. 
Certain it is, that our national sufferings are not more manifest 
than have been our national sins. Not only had political 
agitation relaxed the sinews of industry, and disturbed the pas- 
sions of the multitude, until the earthquake that rocked our 
island seemed to threaten the security of the British throne ; 
but the feet of numbers were swift to shed blood. God's lawn 
were openly trampled upon, his name profaned, his sabbaths 
desecrated, his Bible exploded, and a corrupt and spurious 
Christianity substituted for the religion of Jesus Christ. '< Shall 
I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord ; and shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? " 

For so far the infliction has tended to calm the strife of 
party and still the tumult of the people. Well will it be for 
Ireland should it have the further tendency to break down the 
prejudices which have hitherto walled in the bulk uf her popu- 
lation, and to open a way for ^<the glorious Gospel of the 
Blessed God." 

With no small degree of diffidence does he present this ro- 
lume to the eye of an intelligent public, written as it was, at 
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different intervalB. amidst important and anxious avocations. 
He is conscious of some of its defects ; but for these and others^ 
irhich he does not discern he solicits a favourable judgment 
from his readers; and casts his performance on their kindness 
and candour, being aware that more is expected Arom the 
Memorial of Mr. Ouseley than could be accomplished by a 
person having much more ability and leisure than the Author. 
If the sketch of his Ministerial Life, however imperfectly given, 
shall have a tendency to rouse the energies of young candi- 
dates for the Christian ministry, to similar enterprise and effort, 
the Author shall rejoice : as he is persuaded that whatever 
other means may be adopted for the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of our interesting country, the weal of Ireland, under the 
divine blessing, especially depends upon a succession of faithful 
self-denying men, who will imitate the noble example be- 
queathed them by Gideon Ouseley, who ^'jeoparded his life 
unto the death in the high places of the field ; " that he might 
promulgate, to the people at large the words of eternal life. 
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Moral and Political State of Ireland — Its disorders attributed to 
improper Causes — Measures of Statesmen inefficacious—^ 
Inyidious National Distinctions — ^Differences not owing to 
English and Scotch habits of domestic economy as con- 
trasted with Irish — Antagonist Principles — Examples re* 
f erred to — Subject, one of fact — Ireland cannot rise while 
under an oppressive and degrading superstition. 

Mt Dear FRtENB, 

In presenting to you an account of the ministerial 
labours of the Reverena Gideon Ouseley, and of the Mis- 
sion with which he was connected for forty years, it will 
not be deemed unnecessary to give such an outline of the 
state of the country itself, as shall show that a neces* 
sity existed in the moral wants of the people, for the 
establishment of such a system of Evangelical instruc- 
tion as is brought to bear upon them by the preaching 
of the Irish Missionary. 

To dwell on the distressing details unhappily cOn- 
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nected with the Irish name, is a task hy no means 
agreeable to mj habits or disposition. When com- 
pelled, therefore, by a love of truth, to touch on the 
evils which exist, and which we all deplore, it is not to 
indulge an ungratefhl or invidious feeling to my 
country, but, if possible^ to trace those evils to their 
legitimate source — to show the inefficiency of the poli- 
tical measures which have been resorted to for their 
removal, and to exhibit the only effectual remedy 
which can be applied, for this desirable purpose. 

There is no portion of the British Empire whose 
history and external aspect are better known than 
Ireland : and yet whose real state and character are 
less perfectly understood. The political relations of 
this country have afforded abundant matter of specu- 
lation to the theorist^ her moral and social con- 
dition has awakened the sympathies of the philan- 
thropist, and her religious state has excited the 
conmiiseration of the genuine Christian. The striking 
peculiarities of her chudren have supplied subjects for 
the sentimental tourist, who fancies himself as well 
qualified to describe the character of the rural popula- 
tion as to sketch the picturesque beauties of the scenery 
which surrounds them. Works of fiction have come 
to the aid of simple description ; while, alas ! the real 
miseries of Ireland exceed the most vivid touches of 
the pencil, or imagination. With every natural facility 
which soil, climate and situation can afford for com- 
fort and prosperity, she is degraded, depressed, and 
wretched; and, with all the elements of native cour- 
tesy, kindness, and hospitality, her children are false 
treacherous and cruel. Murder after murder stains the 
annals of our country. The midnight legislator issues 
his proclamation, and the threatening notice is soon 
followed by the foot of the destroyer. " Destruction 
and misery are in their ways; the way of peace have 
they not known; there is no fear of &od before their 
eyes/* 
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In one frightful feature of its character, Ireland 
seems to differ from every other part of the civilized 
world. The original sentence, — "Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed/' — ^is, in 
other countries, by common consent, redded as 
irreversible, and the blood-stained culprit is brought 
to justice. Here, alas ! they labour to reverse it, a 
criminal sympathy prevails for the midnight and noon- 
day assassin; himself concealed, protected, suc- 
coui:ed ; every effort is made to screen the murderer 
and defeat the ends of justice ; and while the victim 
of a diabolical vengeance, though an amiable, worthy, 
useful gentleman, is brought to a premature grave in 
the midst of his days, and dies unpitied and unwept; 
the villain, if at fast breught by a just sentence to 
suffer the extreme penalty of the law, is canonized as 
a martyr.* 

It does not come within my design to treat the 
matter as a politician, nor should I direct your atten- 
tion to the subject in a political point of view at all, 
but for the purpose of showing that the anomalous 
character and state of Ireland, sociid and moral, are 
admitted in the highest quarters, — that she has en- 
gaged the anxious, painful and repeated attention of 
the greatestand wisest statesmen of all political creeds; 
that she is deemed worthy the regard of successive 
sovereigns — and that, notwithstandmg all the plans of 
policy for the remedy of our national disorders, the 
core of Ireland's evils is confessedly untouched. 

It is not by any means my wish to call in question 
the measures of men in power, in what may be thought 
acts of national justice, much less take upon myseli to 
impugn their motives. The difficulties with which 
statesmen have had^ to grapple are of giant form ; and 
the system of religious deception which governs the 
bulk of the people is so insidious in its chwu>ter, and 

* See Appendix A. 
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tortuous in its workings, as to seem to bid defiance 
even to detection. It is not at all surprising, there- 
fore, that mere human legislation, nowever well 
intended, has been found to the present, defective and 
inefficacious^ Whether they have enacted penal laws, 
or repealed them by passing " the healing measure ;" — 
whether they have subjected the people to what they 
considered a galling impost for the support of a 
religion which they were taught to hate and anathe- 
matize as heretical ; — or increased the burdens of the 
State by endowing a Romish college ; — whether they 
have supported Charter-schoob to be the nurseries of 
Protestantism, or established National-schools for the 
purpose of conciliating the Romish clergy ; — it matters 
very little : the question still remains, — Have these, 
or any of these reached the evils of our country, or 
tended to alleviate our national miseries ? Statesmen 
have endeavoured to explore the causes of her disor- 
ders and to apply remedies for their removal, without 
effect. Commission has followed commission to ascer- 
tain her real state ; and the extremes of rigour and 
lenity have been alternately resorted to, in vain. 
Has there been a solution given to the enigma ? Why 
have not the means so anxiouslv applied, really suc- 
ceeded in her rejceneration or improvement? Does 
not the fell disease lie deeper in her moral c(mstitution 
than the mere political system? Ought it not be 
acknowledged that the palliatives have only tended to 
aggravate the fatal distemper ? Still the disturbers of 
the public peace are at their work of destruction ; 
still do the demagogues ply their daily task, by good 
words and fair speeches, deceiving the hearts of the 
simple. " While they promise them liberty, they them- 
selves are the servants of corruption," affecting to 
deplore, as patriots, the wrongs of their country, while 
they fatten on her miseries. 

Greater concessions have been made to Popery 
within the last few years than for centuries, and yet» 



wbatis thefiurt now? Why the neoesritj of aGoerckm 
bill? One of the leading jonmals of the people/ the 
D.£. Post, has recentlj stated as fc^ows: ^^ As we hare 
said lepeatedljy the right honourable gentleman (Sir 
Robert Peel) IS not the man for Ireland. This coantrj 
has been in a state of p<ditical or agrarian disturbance, 
since he obtained Us present office. We are old 
stageiSy and we hardlj remember a period of fiTc 
jearsy — the term cf his ministrj, — ^in which snch agra- 
rian ontn^eSy and so moch political dissension pre- 
railed. lu; fotesaw this clearlj enoogh. He pre- 
dicted that Ireland would be his difficnltj, ana he 
will leare it, sociaHj, moch more discontented, 
dissatisfied, disturbed, than eren he could prefigure in 
his misgirings.'' And jet Sir Robert has tor the 
greater part been walking in the path prescribed him 
bj the Post He has been labouring hard in the work 
cf' ^' conciliation.'' He has been patronizing priests, 
endowing colleges, and extending enlightenment. 

The awming sjmptoms of those social and political 
erils with which our ill-fiited country is rife, hare 
indeed been acknowledged bj all; but the causes 
which gire rise to them lie not so near the surface ; 
and without the knowledge of the causes, the remedies 
cannot be applied with anj seasonable hofe of perma- 
nent success. 

Where in other portions of our country it happens 
that a better state of thii^ is exhibited, men of nigh 
inteU^;ence and otherwise unqnestionaUe competency, 
ascribe the difierence to mere habits of industry and 
domestic economy by no means indigenous to an 
Irish climate. Contrasts are formed between the 
^ Saxon and the Celt, the Scotch and the Irish,** and 
the natire indolence and improvidence of the Abo- 
riginal inhabitants but serve to exhibit to more 
aovantage the state of social and civil improvement at 
which our happier neighbours have arrived. Alas ! the 
ctufesof these distincdoDSy mend, sodaJ, and domestic, 

■ 3 
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lie much deeper than the mere political economist is 
willing to admit. The difference solely sonsists in 
antagonist principles. On the one hand^ the truths of 
Christianity are difiused, and bj one class of people 
generally acknowledged. In our holy religion are 
contained the elements of social order, moral elevation, 
and domestic happiness* On the other hand, there is 
a slavish subjection of millions to the authority of 
their spiritual guides, without whose will, tJiet/ dare not 
exercUe^ or at least express^ a single thought on their ottm 
eternal destinies ! The Revelation of God is carefully 
concealed, or artfully misinterpreted; a meagre and 
corrupt system of human invention is substituted for 
the Gospel, and human authority absolutely supersedes 
the majesty of the Divine law. Have we not here a 
solution of the difficulties with which the statesman 
has had to contend ? And are not the contrasts fully 
accounted for, to which the attention of the world 
has been so frequently directed, and which are so confi- 
dently attributed to other causes ? Would the limits 
of this letter admit of it, I could, from my own 
knowledge and observation, point out numerous 
examples to confirm the above statements. I could 
name village standing in striking contrast with village, 
purely on this ground; I could point out the same 
village or townland at difierent periods exhibiting the 
same class of evidence ; — Indi victuals might be named 
who could give testimony in their own case to corro- 
borate the fact ; where the rude, ignorant, untutored 
servant-boy — the willing instrument of the lawless and 
designing demagogue, and prepared on the next 
occasion for deeos of violence, is, by the blessing of 
God, on the preaching of the Gospel, elevated to the 
rank of a Christian — becomes respectable, intelligent, 
exemplary: and, by and by, trains his children in those 
truths of Christianity by which himself had been 
rescued from the dominion of darkness and error. 
•With such evidence before us, is it surprising that we 
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are not willing to admit of these invidions distinctions 
on the ground of nationality? 

As a proof of this ; — in some very striking instances, 
•we are indebted to France for many of those advan- 
tages of improvement and industry, which stand in 
contrast with the general wretchedness of the south 
and west. Many of those who, for more than two cen- 
turies^ liave helped to develop the industrial resources 
of the country^ and by their wealth and manufactures 
tended to enrich it, to diffuse comfort^ and to promote 
habits of industry and domestic order, were the 
Refogees ;— or their descendants, who fled £rom a per-> 
secutmg edict of Louis xiv., and found an asylum in 
several parts of Ireland. And yet we are g:ravely 
told that the difference lies in the domestic habits of 
England and Ireland. It is not suprising to you, that 
informed men, who have had opportunities, from long 
residence among them, of judging for themselves, are 
not quite ready to concur in the opinions of men, who, 
however otherwise clever, take upon themselves, after 
a week or ten days* observation, (it cannot be called 
acquaintance,) to describe the character, and account 
for the social condition of the Irish. 

Two things unite in the minds of genuine Chris- 
tians in rejection of the conclusions thus drawn by 
speculative men, — their love of country and their love 
of truth. The Irishman in his native simplicity is as 
susceptible of cultivation as either Scot or Saxon ; and 
the truth, if brought into due operation on his case, 
would be equally effectual. But is not the subject 
afler all, involving, as it does, the dearest interests of 
the empire, presented to the mind as one of foci ? 
And ought not the attention of the philanthropist and 
statesman be awakened to the true nature of the 
question ? It is regarded by me without the shades 
that prejudice would cast around it ; in this, at least, 
I am free from the spirit of sectarianism. I care not 
under what agency the power of error is abolished 

b4 
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and the influence of trath advanced ; but, until it is 
done, every scheme to retrieve the nation from disorder 
and misery, however excellent in itself, must prove 
utterly abortive. Whatever coercion may effect in 
the suppression of crime; or concession in the allay- 
ment 01 insubordination, — whatever plans of benevo- 
lence may be laid for the improvement of Ireland, or 
measures of justice for her relief — no lasting benefit 
can be expected to result, while millions ot her in- 
teresting children remain enthralled beneath the iron 
yoke of spiritual oppression. How can our beloved 
country rise in the scale of being, degraded as she has 
become under the tyranny of a foul superstition, 
which imposes mental bondage, and spreads moral 
darkness tnrough every country over which it main- 
tains its sullen domination ? 

In my next you may expect some portions of 
evidence from other sources, to corroborate the princi- 
ples and arguments of this letter. 

Yours, &c., 

W. R. 
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My DEAR Fbiehd, 

In my Uwt letter, yon were led to expect a refer- 
ence to otlier sources of evidence , in corroboration of 
tbe principles which were there aMnmed. In iti^ 
jtroftmlonn, and in some of its external aspects^^ tlie^ 
religion of ttotne^ chameleon-like, accommodates itself 
tr> its relative position* In communities where it is 
not dominant, it can crouch and promise and swear 
lasting fealty, while in subjection ; and, by these means, 
many of tlie noble minted and unsuspecting in our 
own eventful day, have been betrayed into a persuasion 
that time has wrought a considerable chanfi;e in its 
cliarac'ter* Arrived at ascendancy, however, Knowing; 
no medium between tyranny and slaveiy, its mask is 
thrown aside, and the power that was ^ined by fraud 
and hypocrisy, is unblnsbingly directea to purposes of 
injustice and oppression. ^^Vfhen/' says the cele- 
brated Edmund Spenser, in his '^ State o( Ireland," 
** they are weary of wars and brought down to 
extreme wretchemiess, then they creep a little [lerliaps 
and sue for grace, till they have jG;otten new breath 
and recoverea their streogtn again. But it is to tlie 
moral and social effects tteiummrily produced b^ the 
incuk'ation of lier avowed pri«i'ipl<*son lhe|Kipulatioii, I 
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would now advert; and, in connection with this, 
suggest the only means for their enlightenment and 
conversion. 

It cannot be regarded as a reproach to the Church 
of Rome that the character exhibited by it in one age, 
must essentially agree with it in every other. Accord- 
ing to her own canon of infallibility, it must b? immu- 
table — it is professedly "unchanged and uuchang-e- 
able." Those descriptions, therefore, given by the 
historian, relative to the state of Christendom, pre- 
vious to the Reformation, answer to her state in the 
present age. Popery in the nineteenth century is the 
same it was in the sixteenth century. 

Numerous as are the authorities which might here 
be adduced, as to the character of the Westeni Church 
prior to the Reformation, I shall satisfy myself with 
one quotation, from a distinguished author, who, to say 
the least, cannot be suspected of a want of liberality 
to the Church of Rome : *' Before the Reformation of 
our Church, the priest professed, like the Jewish, to 
offer sacrifice, (the sacrifice of the mass,) to propitiate 
God towards nimself and his congregation. The 
efficacy of that sacrifice was made to depend on the 
sincerity and rectitude of intention not in the communi- 
cants, but in the priest ; he, assuming the character of 
mediator and intercessor, prayed, not with^hut for the 
people, in a tonmie unknown to them, and in an inaudible 
voice ; the whole style and (character of the service being 
evidently far different from what the Apostle must 
have intended to ' pray for one another.' The priest 
undertook to reconcile transgressors with the Almighty, 
by prescribing penances, to be performed by them, in 
order to obtain his absolution ; and, profanely copying 
our only High Priest, pretended to transfer to them 
his own merits or those of his saints. He, like a 
Pagan, rather than a Jewish, priest, kept hidden from 
the people, the volume of their faith, that they might 
with ignorant reverence Erubmit to the dominion of 
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error, instead of being 'made free by th^ truth/ 
\7hich he (as a Christian teacher) was expressly com-> 
missioned to make known ; thus * hiding the candle 
tmder a bushel ' which was designed to be ^ a light to 
lighten the nations.*'** 

The above description of the Romish Priesthood 
and religion^ is but too true a picture of the kind 
of systet^ by which millions of our interesting popular 
tion are enslaved — by which they are fatally misled, 
and kept in a state of perpetual hostility to their Pro* 
testant fellow-subjects, whom they are taught to 
regard as heretics, justly doomed to death and perdi- 
tion. It will be seen by Doctor Whately*s statements^ 
that their system of teaching is not pnly deplorably 
defective^ but pregnant with gross and destructive 
error ; that the rdigion of Rome is opposed to that of 
the ApoHles; that its clergy are profane pretenders, 
Paqan prietti^ hiding the candle under a bushel^ by 
teickedly keeping hidden from the people the volume 
of their faith^ mat they may by ignorant reverence 
submit to the dominion of error. Such, exactly, is the 
religion of the Church of Rome to-day, ** unchanged 
and unchangeable/^ which must, in its natural ten- 
dency, lead to results the most disastrous, not only to 
the interests of the nation itself, but to the millions 
who are under its fell delusions. And is this the 
system, to conciliate which the learned prelate, in 
tne *' K^ational Board," ^' kept hidden the volume of 
faith,** — and for whose support and perpetuation he gav6 
his sanction to the permanent endowment of the 
College of Maynooth? Alas ! my country; when the 
most distinguished men, in Church and State, unite in 
aiding in their foul designs, those who pollute the 
streams of instruction at their very source. 

You will not, I hope, deem me pertinacious on this 
point. The great barriers to the world's happiness 

* WliAtele/^s difooutte before the oniTenity of Oxford. 
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and freedom, I most religiously believe, have been the 
doj^mas and assumptions of the church, to which 
reference is made in the statements just placed before 
you. These continue in their full force, so as to 
obstruct the improvement of our nation ; and, until* 
the minds of enlightened and benevolent Christians 
are fully awake to this fact, they will be led, by a 
spurious liberality to the men, to overlook the system 
of delusion by which they are betrayed ; or, perhaps, 
fondly to imagine it is considerably ameliorated in its 
character, and thus, under this mistake, misapply the 
charity, which might otherwise be efficiently directed 
to the regeneration of the country. 

'^ There is peshaps, no opinion that manifests more 
an entire ignorance of Satan's profound artifices, and 
consummate insidiousness, than that which of late years 
has crept into the judgments of some of the best men 
in Great Britain; — that Popery had changed its cha- 
racter with the times. This opinion origmated in a 
practical ignorance of its working, and a blind reliance 
on its assertions ; for even reflecting persons forgot, or 
believed not, that the system is one of equivocation 
from first to last. English-bred gentlemen and Protes- 
tants, generally nfen of truth themselves, and therefore 
not suspecting the want of it in others, credited every 
thing tnat was advanced. They had no experience of 
their own, nothing to contradict assertion, but what 
was advanced on the other side ; and having thus no 
tantfible or visible symptoms to assist them in judging 
of the truth which was carefully concealed from them, 
they attributed the opposite allegations to bigotry, and 
thus were led to seal the death-warrant of England's 
l^rotestant independance. 

** They have many of them however at last found out 
this truth, although, it is feared, too late, that Popery 
in the nineteenth century is the same in principle that 
it was in the tenth, the self-same ingenious system of 
error ; with this addition, that it is now more set off 
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T^ith all the gloss of Jesuitism, spread over it to dazzle 
and pervert. * 

The above sentiments coming, as they do, from the 
judicious pen of Dr. Mason, cannot but carry great 
weight ii^ith them on this question. The patient ap- 
plication of his accomplished mind to the state of Ire- 
land, must have enabled him to form a good judgment 
on the subject; while his connection with the Irish 
society, in furnishing the grand means of Ireland's 
evangelization, — the whole of the Sacred Scriptures in 
the Irish lansus^e,— entitle him to a distinguished 
place among the real benefactors of his country. 

In his ** State of Ireland," already referred to, Spen- 
ser says, " The fault which I have to find in religion 
is but one, but the same is universal throughout all 
that country ; that is, that they be all Papists by their 
profession, but in the same so blindly and brutishly 
informed, for the most part, that not one amongst a 
hundred knoweth any ground of religion, or any 
article of his faith ; but can say his Pater or his Ave^ 
Maria^ without any knowledge or understanding what 
one word thereof meaneth. ***** For religion 
itself bein^ but one, so as there is but. one way therein ; 
for that which is true, only is, and the rest is not at all." 
And, as to the means by which the Irish may be re- 
retrieved from their ignorance and spiritual destitution 
and wretchedness, the same author observes ; " Yet, in 
planting of religion, thus much is needful to be obser- 
ved, that it be not sought forcibly to be impressed with 
terror and sharp penalties, as now is the manner ; but 
rather delivered and intimated with mildness and gen- 
tleness, so as it may not be hated before it be under- 
stood ; and its professors despised and rejected. And 
therefore it is expedient, that some discreet ministers 
of their own countrymen, be sent over among them, 
which by their meek persuasions and instructions as 

* Doctor H.J. Monok MasoA*8 Life of Bedell. 
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also by their sober lives and conversations^ may draw 
them first to understand, and afterward to embrace the 
doctrine of their salvation. 

" For if that the ancient Godly Fathers, which first 
converted them, when they were infidels, to the Faith, 
were able to pull them from Idolatry and Paganism to 
the true belief in Christ — how much more easily shall 
godly teachers bring them to the true understanding 
of that which they already professed?" He then re- 
proaches the idle ministers for not '^ winning souls to 
God," and that they did not "look out into God's har- 
vest which is even ready for the sickle, and all the fields 
yellow long ago." * * * *< Thus I have,*^ he adds, 
*'run through the state of the whole country, both to 
let you see what it now is, and also what it may be 
by good care and amendment." * 

Such were the sentiments of this extraordinary man 
in the reign of Elizabeth^ and if any candid man en- 
quire into the subject now, and compare the state of 
things with regard to that church, he will find that, 
unless in those cases where the gospel has eifected a 
change, the description is but too faithful to life in the 
reign of Victoria ; and the very same means which 
were then requisite for the *' amendment " of the con- 
dition of the people are now requisite for the same great 
purpose. 

That illustrious prelate. Archbishop Usher, deeply la* 
roented the errors by which his ** poor countrymen " 
in his day were misled, and although his natural gen- 
tleness and mildness, and the extreme tenderness of 
jafiection with which he regarded the deluded votai'ies 
of Romanism, caused him sometimes, perhaps, to act 
toward them with too much caution ; and even occasi- 
oned a fear that Bishop Bedell had gone to imprudent 
lengths, in his manner of diffusing truth and confront- 
ing falsehood ; yet, he abhorred the system of Popery, 

* View of the State of IrelAnd. 
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and denounced it as a foul apostacy from Chnstianitr, 
and from the ancient faith of the country, — devoutly 
laboured and prayed for its utter extinction and for 
the progress and triumph of the truth in the world. In 
his book on the ancient religion of the Irish^ he expres- 
ses himself in very affectng terms.— 

^^ I confess I somewhat incline to be of your mind, 
that if imto the authorities drawn of Scriptures and Fa- 
thers, (which are common to us with others,) a true 
discovery were added of that religion which anciently 
was professed in this kingdom ; it might prove a spe- 
cial motive to induce my poor countrymen to consider 
a little better of the old and true way, from which they 
have been hitherto misled. Yet on the one side that 
saying in the gospel ran much in my mind ; ' If they 
hear not Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded though one rose from the dead.' ^nd on 
the other that heavy judgment mentioned by the 
apostle, * Because they received not the love of the truth 
that they might be saved, God shall send them strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie.' The woeful 
experience thereof we may see daily before our eyes in 
this poor nation : where such as are slow of heart to 
believe the saving truth of God, delivered by the pro- 
phets and apostles, do with all greediness embrace, and 
with the most strange kind of credulity entertain those 
lying legends wherewith their monks and friars in these 
latter days have polluted the religion and lives of our 
ancient saints." — Again, speaking of Penance as super- 
seding eeuuine repentance, which was insisted on by 
the ancient churcn in Ireland, — he says : '^ By the 
new device of sacramental penance, the matter is now 
far more easily transacted ; by virtue of the keys, the 
sinner is very instantly of eUtrite made contrite and 
thereupon, as soon as he has made his confession, he 
presently receives his absolution, after this some tri- 
vial penance is imposed, which upon better considera- 
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tion may be converted into pencey and so a quick end 
is made of many a foul business. ****** 

" The Lord of his mercy open their eyes that they may 
see the lights and give them grace to ' receive the love 
of the truthy that they may be saved.' The Lord 
likewise grant, (if it be his blessed will,^ that truth and 
peace may meet together in our day, tnat we may be 
all gathered into one fold under one shepherd, and that 
the whole earth may be filled with his glory. Amen 
and Amen." * 

I'he state of things which, centuries a^o, the great 
Usher deplored, the pious and devoted Bishop Bedell^ 
as well as his distinguised contemporary mourned over, 
and for the effecting of a change in it, he anxiously 
and zealously prosecuted the labours of his life. '^ He 
observed,*' (says Bishop Burnett,) " with much regret, 
that the English had all alon^ neglected the Irish, — 
had left them wholly in the hands of their priests. 
And indeed their priests were a strange sort of people, 
that knew eeneraUy nothing but the reading of their 
offices, which were not so much as understood by many 
of them, and they taught the people nothing but 
the saying of their Paters and Aves in Latin, so that 
the state both of the clergy and laity was such that it 
could not but raise great compassion in a man thai 
had so tender a sense of the value of those souls that 
Christ had purchased with his blood. Therefore he 
resolved to set about that apostolical work of convert- 
ing the natives with a zeal and care that such an 
understanding required. For they had no sort of notion 
of Christianity, but only knew that they were to 
depend upon their priests, and were to confess such 
of their actions as they called sins to them ; and to 
pay them tithes.*' Again, '^ He also thought the true 
interest of England was to gain the Irish to a know- 

* Uaher'a Diseoune cm the Religion of the Aneieai Irish. 
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ledge of reUgion, and to bring them, by the means of 
that which only turns the hearty to love the English 
nation: and so he judged the wisdom of that course 
was apparent as well as the piety of it." * 

Bishop Bedell in his sermon on Revelation xviii. 4, 
carefully distinguishes between the Religion of Rome 
as a system^ and those who, though influenced by 
better principles, were unhappily in her communion ; 
and shews the duty of Christians in co-operating with 
Christ to persuade them to ^' come out of her" — *^And 
first, and most properly to those that this Scripture 
most concerns and is directed unto ; the people of God 
holden in captivity of Roman Babylon: but, alas! 
they are not nere, for this is one part of their captivity, 
that they are kept not only from hearing the voice of 
the servants of Christ, or of St. John, the beloved 
disciple, but of himself speaking here from heaven. 
* * * * Tell them then that it is acknowledged by 
their own doctors ; that Rome is Babylon, and it is 
averred that this is the present Papal Monarchy ; that 
out of this they must depart by tne commands of our 
Lord Jesus Christ's own voice, under pain of being 
accessory to all her sins, and liable to all her punish- 
ments. Wish them to use the liberty to read the 
Holy Scriptures and to come out of the blind obe- 
dience of men's precepts and traditioiM. * • * * The 
nevi and detestable doctrines, derogatory to the Blood 
of Christ, which moderate men, even of her own 
subjects, detest. 

*' Give me leave (Right. Honourable) to put you in 
mind that this also belongeth to your care to co^ 
operate with Christ in bringmg his people out of the 
Romish captivity. And if to help away a poor captive 
out of Turkey hath been honourable to some public 
ministers, what shall it be to help to the enlarging of 
80 many thousand souls out of the bondage of men's 

* Bishop Burnett's Life of BodelL 
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traditions, and gaining to His Majesty so many entife 
subjects ? 

^' Finally, let us all beseech our Lord Jesus Christ 
to give us wisdom, and opportunity to further his work, 
and to give success unto the same himself, to hasten 
the judgment of Babylon, to bring his people out of 
this bondage, that we with them and the saints in the 
church triumphant may thereupon sing, * Salvation 
and glory and honour and power be unto the lord our 
GOD. Amen.' " * 

The recorded testimony of another competent and 
unprejudiced witness will serve to confirm the view I 
have taken on this subject : — " Having these many 
years past witnessed, and deeply deplored the evils 
that have been distracting and oppressing my native 
countiy, (Ireland) and been carefully weighing the 
various opinions and methods from time to time 
adopted, but in vain, to heal them, I came at length 
to tnis conclusion, which I now lay before your Grace, 
that to one point alone, nearly, if not altogether, unob* 
served, are all these perplexities to the State, injuries 
to Ireland, and vexatious disappointments to my 
Roman Catholic fellow-subjects attributable. My 
conviction is, that the hidden core of the whole is a 
dire system of deep-laid religious imposture, combined 
with a spirit of imsatiable domination, on the one hand; 
and, on the other, a mistake operating on unsusp^t- 
ing multitudes, which, if not vigorously and timely 
checked, either by judicious exposure, or the strong 
arm of the law, to awe the turbulent, (for no haS 
measures can avail,) will, most assuredly, ultimately 
succeed in sapping the Constitution, destroying all 
genuine civil and religious liberty, and filling theso 
realms with confusion and misery. Let this dire 
imposture then be laid open, and the fatal mistake 
removed ; so shall all these evils at once cease, and all 

* Bed^irs Sermon on Rev. xviii., 4. 
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our fellow-gublects can then with perfect safety, be 
indiscriminatehr admitted to equal privileges; and 
henceforth shall they be united in amity and Christian 
kindnes8| to vex or afflict each other no more* 

''This state of things is the earnest desire of every 
honest heart on both sidesy and what I have for many 
years been labouring and praying for ; and oh, that 
my God may grant, that now, at length, I may have 
the happiness, ere my head be laid in the dust, to see 
it accomplished. In order to this, I beg to make the 
following statement : — The Roman Catholic Clergy are 
sworn to the divinity of the gospel ; that all faithful 
followers of it are true Christians ; and that all doc- 
trines, worship, and teachers opposed to it, are false, 
accursed, and idolatrous. ^ * * But they are also 
sworn to teach mankind the creed of Pope Pius iv., 
containing many doctrines, and worship, opposed to 
the religion of Christ, as the only ancient faith, without 
which none can be saved; and to condemn, reject, 
and hold accursed all things, (everv book, religion, 
man, state, &c.) opposed to it as heretical, and to 
exterminate them in every way possible. Here lies 
the desolating imposture. By tnus swearing to the 
tmth, they throw dust in the people's eyes, and then 
palm on them its opposite — tneir fatal creed! This 
point should be ever kept in view. ♦ • • • Jfow the 
Fope and his clergy, though sworn to the truth of the 
Gospel, and to the falsehoc^ of all doctrines and teach- 
ers opposed to it, are sworn to teach the Trent creed, 
that of Pope Pious iv. * * * * * Hence, they are by 
this last oath and creed, sworn to contradict their 
^rst oath and the Gospel of Grod, in order this way to 
uphold the Papacy and to subju^te mankind to their 
wretched domination, or extermmate them where pow- 
er enough to do so is had;" * A^in : — " It must be 
obvious to all Romanists, of any information, that the 

« Ouieley'B Letter to the Duke of Wellington. Feb. 1829. 
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Pope's creed, — his fatal system of religion, which he 
and his priests are sworn to each other, to teach as ihe 
only true faith of Christ, is directly opposite to that 
Gospel which they helieve is His trae faith, and is 
therefore a system, — a religion of the most notorious 
falsehood, idolatry, craelty, and hypocrisy , that the world 
ever witnessed. Hence, when the laity suffer them- 
selves to be so cheated as to follow it, do they not 
mftdly follow the broad road to their shame and ruin ; 
what they must now see is the very contrary of 
Christ's sacred relirion ? And hence arises of course 
the difference of faith between them and all true 
Protestants. Must they not, therefore, now perceive 
that, while ever they adhere to this pernicious system 
and its teachers, they must ever hate Protestants, and 
earnestly desire to see them exterminated ?* Should 
they not therefore clearly understand, that it is solely 
on this ground that all enlightened Protestants, drea({- 
ing these principles as they do, fear so much to intrust 
them with that power which would enable them to act 
• according to their fatal system, and eventually destroy 
them and their dearest institutions? Mr. Plunk ett, 
in his speech, November, 1822, on a Ribbonman's 
trial, said — * The object and oath of the Ribbonmen 
are, it is unquestionably proved, the subversion of the 
' Constitution, tSe separation of Ireland frmn Great 
' Britain ; the extirpation of all the Protestant inhabi- 
tants out of the country, and to establish the Roman 
Catholic religion in their stead.' No marvel at all 
when their clergy are sworn that * Protestants are 
accursed heretics who should be rooted out.' "f 

Numerous instances might be adduced to exhibit 
the system to which the above records refer, as the 
fruitful source of all our country's miseries and wrongs ; 
but I do not like to swell this letter to an unreasonable 

* See appendix B. 

t Ouseley's Letter to the Right Honourable Robert Peel, 
February, 1829. 
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lengthy tilfeadj, it is to be feaied, too much in detail. 
"When, however, these doctrines^ which are instilled 
into the minds of the peasantry from very infancy, are 
merdy adverted to, can it be thought surprising that 
the peace and security of society are deeply afiected ? 
Nay, the wonder is, that more frequent and deadly 
convulsions do not rendour lovely, though unhappy land. 

These views will suffer no dimmutiou in your con- 
sideration or respect, by the sanction of the ven^- 
able name of Ouseley. The letters from which ue 
above extracts are taken, were occasioned by a ^at 
p(^tical emeigency in the State. Though written 
late in life, and in the midst of important avocationSji, 
yet, they are characterized by a vigour of thought, 
force of reasoning, and justness of conclusion, which: 
give indication^a master-mmd, thoroughly acquainted 
with the subject. His arguments have not yet been 
answered, and must remain tmanswered for ever. 
Nay, the events which he so devoutly and ardently 
deprecated, have but too well confirmed the prediction 
of the aged Seer^ 

Great deference is, in my mind, due to his opinion 
as being no ordinary judge in all matters connected 
with the political, moral, and religious improvement of 
Ireland. No one took a more maturea view of the 
question than did Mr. Ouseley. The discriminatmg 
powers of that gifted man, having been for half % 
century exercised (m things involving the best in- 
terests of his native land ; he saw the evil by which 
its millions were affected, and knew the sole remedy 
to be resorjted to for its removal, and fpr healing the 
disorders of the country^ His zeal for truth was fiiee 
from the tinge of party spirit; he lost sight of mere 
sectarian distinctions — searched out prin^ples — exhi- 
bited their tendency — and faithfully declared both by 
preaching and by epistles, the tbuth by which the 
^^pboplb" are to be made free. Thus, while he was 
the uncompromising eneiny of error, he breathed 

c2 
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nought bni pity for those who were under Its fatal 
influence. He spent his life in labouring for the rege- 
neration of his country^ and often had he the happiness 
of witnessing the gracious effects which followed the 
promulgation of the truths of the Gospel^ in the en- 
lightenment and conversion of thousands. 

The various and extensive knowledge of Mr. Ouse* 
ley; his deep and patient research, and bis keenness 
andi accuracy of judgment were all brought to bear 
with admirable effect on the several subjects which are 
embraced in his writings ; and by his logical acute- 
ness^ and power of analysis^ he penetrated the arcana 
ef error^ detected its subtleties, and held up to merited 
scorn and abhorrence the corrupt inventions of design- 
ing and wicked men; that he might haply disabuse 
the minds of his erring countrymen, and lead them out 
of the gross and dangerous delusions of ^^ Papal no- 
velty," into the uncorrupted and peaceM truth 
of ''old Christianitjr." 

" Indeed, if we bring the entire subject to a trial, 
by the only proper test of genuine charity, whether 
lAianifesting itself towards the bodies or souls of men, 
the more even there is of the march of intellect to 
instruct our judgment, and the less there is of bigotry 
to prejudice our feelings, so much the more must the 
isvstem of Popery, pajrticularly if connected with 
/esuitism, be jealously eyed by well-disposed minds. 
Its buoyant ambition, which nothing can ever sup« 
press ; its establishing wherever it flourishes an impe' 
rium in imperio^ chiefly by means of its confessional, 
the more powerful as it operates through the con- 
science, and with the sanction of eternal motives ; its 
encouragement of ignorance, forever shunning the 
light ; its falsehood, by which it lives and thrives and 
reigns, in everything justifying the means by the ^id ; 
its slavery, and all such evil consequences that natu- 
rally flow from it, must ever make it to be dreaded by 
the true statesman or Uie patriot; while the Christian 
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of any reflection or experience must abhor it in its 
certain results of leading the devout to idolatry and 
the indifferent to infidelity."* 

I shall close this part of the subject with a refer- 
ence to a Roman Catholic writer, to show that the 
history of Ireland's wrongs commenced with its submis* 
sion to the yoke of Rome. ^' There is something Yery sin- 
gularin the ecclesiastical history of Ireland. The Chris- 
tian Church of that country, as founded by St. Patrick 
and his predecessors, existed for many ages free and 
unshackled. For about seven hundred years^ this 
church maintained its independence. It had no 
connection with England, and differed upon points of 
importance from Rome. The first work of Henry II. 
was to reduce the Church of Ireland into obedience 
to the Roman Pontiff. Accordingly he procured a 
council of the Irish clergy to be neld at Cashel, in 
1172, and the combined infiuence of Henry and the 
Pope prevailed. This council put an end to the 
ancient Church of Ireland, and submitted it to the 
yoke of Rome; — that ominous apostacy has been 
followed by a series of calamities, hardly to be 
equalled in the world. From the days of Patrick to 
the Council of Cashel, was a bright and glorious 
career for Ireland. From the sitting of this council 
to our time, the lot of Ireland has been unmixed evil, 
and all her history a tale of woe.'^t 

Far be the wish from me to draw an exaggerated 
picture of the misfortunes of my country, or to con- 
found the distinctions which truth as well as justice 
would teach me to preserve : the details of a criminal 
character to which reference has been made, are, alas ! 
too well known, and the evidence drawn from 
undoubted resources, has been adduced, that the 
question may appear in a fair and true point of light ; 

* Dr. Mason's Life of Bedell, 
t O'Priscoll's Views of Ireland. 
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and, I conceive, that nothing can be more ^palpable 
than that the maladies under which our nation lan- 
guishes are superindtused bythecanses to which, by the 
hi^h authorities above quoted^ they have been ascribed. 
Yet, it is not for a moment to be supposed that such 
representations as have been made, are descriptive of 
all that are known by the distinctive appellation of 
Iriik, Thousands and tens of thousands oi these there 
are whose better feelings rise above the prejudices of 
their system ; who deprecate the evils, political and 
social, with which they are surrounded, and who 
would rejoice to shake off the ignominious bondage, 
which neither they nor their fathers have been able to 
bear. The great bulk of the Irish population, if left 
to the unbiassed exercise of their own judgment, and 

£irotected from violence and persecution, would gladly 
ear, and, in innumerable instances, receive the 
message of Gospel Grace and Salvation. 

My opinions may, possibly, not be free from those 
predilections which tne love of country is likely to 
induce; but, from a Ions and intimate acquaintance 
with the Irish, and having been frequently a witness 
of the effects accompanying the preaching of the gospel 
among them, it has become my settled conviction, that 
as there is no portion of the Great Mission Field 
which has stronger claims on our Christian sympathies, 
so there is none that would more richly reward our 
liberality and toil. 

It cannot be thought surprising that men whose 
minds have never been raised above mere secular views, 
—who have never themselves felt the power of the 
Gospel, — should resort to mere political schemes for 
the improvement of our country; — ^but those who 
acknowledge the supremacy of truth, repose their 
confidence m the efficacy of the gospel, and tne accom- 
panying agency of the Holy Spirit, for its enlighten- 
ment and regeneration. The time must come when 
the claims of truth shall be demonstrated, and this 
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confidence justified before the world ; when Christian 
Churches shall be thrown upon their own resoarces, 
and roused to an energy of action in the great enter- 
prise by which the country will undergo a moral 
conquest ; when their voluntary exertions and contri- 
butions will be consecrated to this hallowed end ; — and 
the '* foolishness of preaching ** shall accomplish that 
which neither penal laws^ nor conciliatory measures of 
the State, hare been ever able to effect. 

Yours, &c« 

W. E 
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LETTER III. 

Aspect of Society— Though diBcoaraguig — not hopeless — Confi- 
dence inspired — Effects of the labouin of Wesley, &c., on the 
present improved condition of Reli^us Society — Reverend 
Gideon Ouseley— Reverend Greorge Whitfield — Nearly ship- 
wrecked — Puts into County of. Clare — Passes on throu^ 
Limerick and Dublin to Park Grate — Reverend John Wesley- 
First to visit Ireland — Reverend Charies Wesley — Progress of 
Methodism in Ireland — Diocess of Meath — Correspondence 
between the Reverend Moore Booker and Bishop of MeaUi-^ 
Closing Remarks. 

Mt Dear Friend, 

From the concurrent opinions^ ^iven in mj last, 
of distinguished writers of various religious views, and 
living in different ages, corroborating the sentiments 
which I had advanced; it will appear evident to you, 
that the greatest evil of our nation is, a spurious 
system of religion, deeply laid and widely extended, 
which can only be removed by the spread of the light 
and power of genuine Christianity. However dark 
and deplorable the state of things may be, it is far 
from being hopeless; — the experience of the past 
inspires confidence for the future, and prompts to a 
still more energetic course of action for the achieve- 
ment of our hallowed object, — the salvation of our 
country. 

The patient toils and persevering constancy of the 
faithful labourers engaged, under the direction of the 
Methodist Conference, in years gone by, in the culti* 
vation of the moral soil, and casting into it the seed of 
the Gospel ; and the wonderful success with which 
God was pleased to honour his servants, bad no small 
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inflnence on the religions moyement, which of late 
years has distinguished the chnrches of this conntnr. 
And the success of benevolent societies during the 
present century, has, notwithstanding formidable 
difficulties, been surprising, in the promotion of scrip- 
tural education, and in the diffusion of the volume oi 
Divine Truth, both in the authorised version and in 
the Irish language. This affords great encourage- 
ment to godly men belonging to the Evangelical 
churches, to prosecute their plans with greater ardour 
and fidelity, being thus assured, that, in due time, they 
shall reap if they hiai not. 

I have said that I care not by what agency the 
progress of error shall be arrested and the interests oi 
truUi advanced; yet, I cannot shut my eyes to the 
&ct, that long before the existence of any such 
agencies, as those just adverted to, for the enlighten- 
ment of the people of this land, a system of Missionary 
instruction was in efficient and extensive operation, hy 
the instrumentality of the Rev. John and Charles 
Wesley and their coadjutors and successors. It might 
have been said to them, ''Your zeal hath provoked 
veiy many." Provoked them, indeed, to a *• godly 
jealousy." And it will be only known in the light of 
eternity, how &r the Christian world is indebted to 
the pious and zealous labours of the brothers^ and their 
un{vetending followers. 

^ Although my principal obiect is to exhibit to your 
Tiew the ministerial life and labours of the Reverend 
Gideon Ouseley, in connection with that which may 
be more stricU^ and properly denominated, ''The 
Irish Mission," it will be necessary to take a brief 
retrospective survey of the agency by which the ereat 
Head of the Church had been pleaised previously to 
difiuse to a considerable extent throughout this country, 
the knowledge of his Holy Word. 

Hie Rev. 6 . Whitfield, without any previous intention 
of visiting it, hadindeed, been in Ireland in mS. He 

c5 
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had sailed from Charlestown in the Mary, bound for 
England, — ^bnt, afler a Ion? and perilous voyage of 
nine weeks and three days, ne, the captain^ and crew, 
Ac, were nearly shipwrecked — reduced to the greatest 
extremity, as to provisions^ having only one pint of 
water, and a little bread; but, providentially, they 
were driven into a small sea-port in the County of 
Clare, Car rick- a-holt, about 6isht miles lower down 
the Shannon than Kilrush. Mr.Whitfield was treated 
with the utmost hospitality by Mr. M^Mahon, a 
country gentleman, who also supplied him with horses 
for his journey. He reached Limerick on Saturday 
evening November 19th, preached in the cathedral 
next day, and was received with ^eat kindness 
by Dr. Bouscough, the Bishop of Ximerick. On 
Thursday 23d, he arrived in Dublin, where he waa 
received with great courtesy by Dr. Rundel, the 
Bishop of Londonderry, and by his Grace, the Lord 
Primate, Dr. Boulter. JHe preached on Sunday 26th, 
in Werburg's and St. Andrew's churches, to crowded 
and astonished congregations. 

Thursday, 30th November, Mr. Whitfield writes, — 
"After near twelve months absence from Lon- 
don, three months from Georgia, and a pleasant pas- 
sage of twenty-four hours from Dublin, to my inex- 
pressible comfort God brought me to Park-Gate." 

Mr. John Wesley, was the^ri * of the noble band of 
Oxford witnesses who came from England to Ireland, 
to unfurl the banner of the cross. — He reached it on 
Sunday, August 9th. 1747, and preached in Mary's 
church. He had been preceded by Mr. Williams, one 
of his own preachers, in the early part of the same year ; 
Mr. Williams's labours were wonderftiUy successful, 
and, when Mr. Wesley arrived, he found a people pre- 
pared for the word of the Lord. — He was soon followed 
by his brother Charles, who laboured successfully for 
a considerable period, through several parts of Ireland, 
as well as in Dublin, — and when, in tne March follow- 
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ing, Mr. John Wesley returned to Dublin^ he fbund 
his brother Charles there, on the eve of embarking for 
England. Thus the brothers succeeded each other dur- 
ing the first year of their evangelical labours in Ireland. 
In this visit, Mr. Wesley was accompanied by Mr. 
Swindells of whom I shall have occasion to speak, when 
Mr. Thomas Walsh's conversion shall be referred to. 

*' Next to their own country," says Mr. Jackson, 
*'the sympathies of the brothers were awakened in be- 
half of Ireland, where Protestantism had fallen into a 
profound sleep, under the shade of the civil power; 
and Popery, ever watchful and active for the attain- 
ment of its own selfish ends, was rapidly leading the 
body of the population into superstition and sin."* The 
masses of darkness were soon pierced by Gospel light ; 
and the stillness of death disturbed by the voice of 
these messengers of mercy, crying out, " Awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light.'' The success attending those labours 
of the brofliers and their cotemporaries, scarcely 
finds a parallel in England itself — '' So mightily grew 
the word of the Lord and prevailed." In less than 
three years, this new doctrine spreftd with incredible 
rapidity. Not only in Dublin, and some of the larger 
towns and cities but even through the rural districts, 
thousands of all classes '^received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.'* The thirsty land 
became springs of water, — masses of the lower orders 
of society, and many of the Roman Catholics them- 
selves became subject to the faith— several of the upper 
and middle ranks heard ''the joyful sound." — and 
some of the " Priests themselves believed, and put 
salvation on." It cannot be thought surprising that very 
dissimilar views were formed, and conflicting feelings 
awakened by such novel and unheard-of proceedings, 

* Centenary of Wedeyan Methodism, page 139. 
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as those referred to: — while many of the regular 
Clergy regarded with peculiar and lively interest the 
preaching of these devoted men, and frankly acknow- 
ledged the happy results produced^ in the religious 
character of the country, and of the church itself, — it 
was eyed by others with jealousy and alarm ; and those 
who favoured this new religion, were ranked among 
the enemies of Church and State. In Dublin and the 
adjoining counties, the whole community seemed 
affected. Many of the gentry, and some of the 
clergy, especially in the Diocess of Meath, favoured 
Metnodism; while the Bishop and several of his 
clergy bitterly opposed it. A most important and 
interesting record is handed down to us of those times, 
which shows, at once, the extraordinary extent to 
which it had grown, and the hostility which had been 
called into operation against it. 

The Reverend Moore Booker, an aged and respect- 
able clergyman bf the Diocess of Meath, wrote to his 
Diocesan for instruction and advice, how to act with 
regard to this new sect : the Bishop took offence and 
treated him with unmerited severity, and Mr. Booker 
is necessitated, in his own defence, to resort to the 
publication of his correspondence with the Bishop and 
nis Vicar General. 

The letters, with a preface, were published in 1751, 
by J. Kelbum, Georges' Lane, Dublin; and must 
have had but limited circulation. We are indebted to 
the Reverend Wm. Stewart for their re-publication 
in 1810 in the Irish Methodist Magazine. With very 
little abridgement, I shall give you this important 
testimony as to the early progress of Methodism in 
those parts. 

''to T^E READER. 

" It is with no small concern, I find myself under 
a necessity of communicating to the public as a 
finished perfoimance, what was only mtended for 
private correspondence, and as such thrown together 
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in tbe loo0e form oi a Letter, withoiit an j r^;aid to 
method <»* style. That to mj bishop was written with 
great nnoeritj^ and I really flattered myself with the 
expectation m his Lordship's thanks and approbatkm ; 
nor had I been more &ee with his Lordship than often 
before with imponitj. Bat the yeiy severe censure 
my letter received fixMn a Prelate, whose heart and 
intention I honoor in common with mankind, coold 
hare proceeded only from the steongest prepossession* 

'' 1 codd never hear that his Lordship or the Vicar 
Geaenk had Aown either of their Letters, yet by the 
cry raised agamst them, ^perhaps at one cojijr I had 
given of the first) it was believed a composition otall 
fatm doOrme, karmg^ amd 9ekum^ and rigorous [Hoceed- 
ings against me expected, b^ore I had the least reason 
to imagine it, as the reader will find. 

'' I hoped my second I^etter would have silenced all 
this noise, till our late yisitation,wliere his Lordship in 
his charge to the Cler^, (as I was informed, coming 
too late tohear it) cautioning them against the delusion 
that (Hie<rf their brethren, naming me, had unhappily 
fallen under, Tthoi^h his Lordship treated me, when I 
appeared, wiui all civility and paternal affiscti<Hi.) My 
de£sctu«i has since become a common topic of conver* 
salaon, both in city and country. His Lordship having 
martioned my I^etter, but being too tender to expose it, 
I showed the ccmy to several of my brethren. It was 
gieathr censured by some, otfiers did not think it 
prudent to speak their opinion. 

'' I received daily requests, firom distant friends, for 
oo|»es <rf those letteis, and assurances from them all, 
that the publishing them was absolutely necessary to 
the vindication <rfmy character. 

^ That to the Vicar-General, in the opinimiof agreai 
manr, contains a more critical apology for my 
bretnren the Clergy, than for my clients the Me- 
thodists. That Uie latter should need an advocate, Li 
a Christian, Protestant country, seems to me quite 
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out of character. I believe I hare heard all that can 
be saidy with the least propriety, against them, and 
still think they ought not to be discouraged. How 
those poor, simple* honest Christians have rendered 
themselves so formidable, is what I cannot account for. 
I must declare, that my church, at least its com- 
munion table, owes almost nine in ten of its company 
to their labours, and I can affirm the same of one or 
two neighbouring parishes. Were it not for them, we 
should meet as few of the meaner sort there as of gen- 
tlemen of rank and fortune; and I take upon me 
to say, if we with equal skill and care waier^ dreu^ and 
prune the plants which those poor people have raised 
to our hands, God will give the increase; and give me 
leave to add, that learned and zealous as even Mr. 
Wesley is, and all my parishioners think him, there is 
not one conscience among them more in his power 
than in mine. 

«< LsTTER I. — To thi Bight Rev. the Lord Bishop of 

Heath. 

" My Lord, — I think it my duty to beg your Lord- 
6hip*s advice, in relation to my behaviour to the people 
called Methodists, who are now greatly increasmg in 
and about my parish. Upon their first appearance, 
as they were everywhere spoken asainst, I was far 
from giving them encoiiragement, till I had very care- 
fully mquired into their tenets, their lives, and their 
conversation. I found them very strongly attached 
in the doctrines of the Established Church, that they 
professed no singularities, except in a zeal for faith, 
purity and devotion, that rises to enthusiasm, and all 
this accompanied with a scrupulous exactness in their 
moral conduct. The more I conversed with them, the 
more they insinuated themselves into my esteem. I was 
very cautious in my endeavours to rectify their frequent 
mwtakes of texts of Scripture, and laying before them. 
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in the most gentle and obliging manner, the rational 
sense of them as preferable to the mystical^ of which 
they are too fond. 

*^ I perceived my church to fill, and chose subjects 
which might be most edifying to them, and I so far 
found the good efiects, that last Christmas day I had at 
the sacrament above fifty> whose faces I had scarce 
seen at the church before; and upon inquiry into their 
characters, found them mostly to have been persons 
of very profli^te lives. 

'' About a rortnight ago, one of them told me, it was 
a great trouble to their society, that they had not 
more frequent opportunities of receiving the com* 
munion. .1 desired him to let his brethren know, that 
I was always at their service, and at any time, upon 
proper notice, I should administer it occasionally, 
either at my own church or Dramcree, at their 
request, which was done accordingly yesterday at 
Drumcree. 

'' I have always kept, what are called, the best 
company, but none that ever gave me such solid plea- 
sure before. Some had come that momins, as I was 
informed, very near ten miles on foot, Uiough the 
weather was very severe and had prevented several. 
I had seventy communicants — true piety and charity 
sat smiling on their face ; and I must say, I never saw 
divine service heard with so much reverence and 
attention. I was told there were but three in the whole 
congregation that did not profess themselves of that 
society, and those not of the first rank of them. They 
hold their assemblies in the afternoon, men and wo- 
men in separate houses, where they instruct the igno- 
rant, sing Psalms and pray. 

^* Are these, my Lord, subjects to set a Popish mob 
upon, to be raileid at by fools, and too often from 
tne pulpit? There is scarce a lay gentleman round 
me, that has not taken them under his protection. 
They were speaking of building a convenient house. 
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for holding their Sunday evenine assemblies; two 
gentlemen of fortune present, told them they would 
subscribe five guineas each. A servant from them is 
thought a treasure^ and greatly encouraged. 

** Snndayjpatrons and foot-baU assemblies are quite 
frequent. — ^The champions at those sports are now bet- 
ter employed, and the very Papists are ashamed of it 
I should have told your Lordship I had yesterday 
among my communicants^ six Papists; they have a se- 
venth, but they have not yet made their recantation. 
I hope your Lordship will have the pleasure of send- 
ing me your commands to receive them altogether 
very soon. These, I dare vouch for them, are no hy- 
pocrites. It was not a little affecting to see the poor 
creatures open their mouths, for the bread to be put 
into them, as they had been used. 

'^ Upon the whole, my Lord, in my opinion, the 
Clergy should treat them with all gentleness and indul- 
gence. If we can but reclaim them from their enthu- 
siasm, and prevail on the more rational members of 
their society, for such they have among them, to lead 
them into a more intelligible manner of expressing 
themselves in their particular assemblies, they may be- 
come such ornaments to Christianity, as may give us 
a little sketch of the apostolic &ge ; but this, if possible 
to be effected, must be done by the most artful and 
tender address, and I have reason to think it not 
impracticable. In the mean time, disobliging methods 
should not by any means be used. That they are 
casting out devil's in Christ's name is undeniable, and 
we have not even the weak pretence of the infant 
Apostles for the forbidding them, since it cannot be 
said, they follow not with us. Besides, if they be irri- 
tated, it is to be feared, they may entirely desert the 
church, and make its deplorable breaches wider. 
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'' Letter II. — To the Bev. Dr. A — m, Lyn--n, Vicar 

General of Meath, 

*' Rev Sir. — ^When I sat down to write my Letter 
to our Bi — p^ I had mst been reading the candid dis- 
quisitions. I thooght it. gave very good authorities 
for the right of a presbyter, not only to ask his Bishop's 
advice, but for offering his own. 

'^ When I waited on his Lordship, according to his 
commands, I found my letter had been ^eatly mista- 
ken. I omitted saying, I did not pnt&e bread into 
the mouths of my Popish communicants, who opened 
them to receive it, not imagining I could ever be 
thought so ignorant of my duty, as to have put it in* 
I am afraid I was misunderstood in every paragraph^ 
but upon a review of my letter from a copy I Imd ta- 
ken, I cannot see what foundation I have there laid 
for so many of my brethren's being so greatly offended, 
nor did I suspect that any man of candour could have 
given a different character of them. They may be the 
reverse in other parts of so large a diocese, and it is 
impossible the bishop could see them with any other 
eyes than those of his clerey* But I must insist upon 
it, my parishioners and neighbours of that society, are 
not uie Methodists represented to his Lordship. I 
have made myself well acquainted with them, have 
talked with several of their leaders, heard their public 
lectures and exhortations, and not only heard, but seen 
and know the haf^y effects of them. 

'* I dare not siupect those of my brethren, who have 
represented than m a more disadvantageous light, to 
bave been more hasty and rash, in their jud^ents 
eonoeming them, th^ myself and that there are but 
two or three very young gentlemen among us who 
have not sufficiently considered the wise man's axiom. 
•^ J7# thai ^ieetk judgment m a maUer before he hath 
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inquired into it and undentandeih iif it ii folly and 
ihame unto him^ and are included in too liarah an 
expression of mine, in my Letter to the Bishop. 

^' The only argument my Lord made use oi against 
them to me, that I remember, was founded npon aTerr 
strict sense of the letter of the Canonical Law, whioL 
wasy that they had arrogated to preach without any 
le^ designation to that office, being neither bishopii 
priests, or deacons; such are inaeed very wisely 
excluded from our pulpits, but I know no law of God 
or Protestants, that forbids Christians, even of the 
laity, to auemble thenueltet together (at hours not ap- 
pointed for the service of (Jod, or man) to exhort <m 
another^ to confeu their tim one to another^ and pray cm 
for another^ to read the holy Scripturety and wkim nteny 
to 9ing pealnu. In pealms and hymm, and spiritual songij 
ringing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord* 

^' I know this to be their constant practice. Did 
they, like the puritans of the former a^e, to which his 
Lordship compared them, seduce believers from the 
established church, we should have reason to be alarmed; 
but the direct contrary is manifest, to the great com- 
fort of many, whom I know to be very eood Chris- 
tians. I will answer for them, they shall subscribe 
as many creeds, councils, articles, and homilies, as the 
most orthodox amongst us. — I don't mention this as 
their supreme excellency, — their paying their tithes as 
well as their other debts, conscientiously gives them a 
stronger title to my esteem. ♦ ♦ * ♦ ♦ 

*^ My Lord blamed me for mixing sometimes amongst 
them, but really I thought myself as much in the way 
of my duty, as some tender mothers, whom I have 
known, when strangers had got into the nursery, to 
steal in lest they should have brought their pockets 
full of trash, and poison the children out of stark love 
and kindness. 

*' My Lord, Sir, cannot expect me to pay so impli- 
eit a deference to the judgment of the Rev. Gkntlemeo, 



BBT. OIDEOir OUSBLET. 37 

he named, as opposite to mine, so as to give those 
people the least discouragement, without some better 
argument than the weight of their number and authority. 
I believe I count double the years of all the disobliged 
gentlemen, except one, whom his Lordship mentioned 
as a man of learning. I have known him a curate 
above twenty years, and of a very good character. 
They may be blessed with more natural sense and 
penetration, but they have not read more books, or 
better than I have done, thought more intensely, or 
conversed with more wise and learned men on the 
subject of religion, not one of their souls is possessed 
with a more ardent love of truth, or more devoted to 
the in^rest of Jaw Chriit and his Church. They 
have not had more opportunities of conversing with 
the people of that society, of my parish and neigh- 
bourhood, (1 speak of no others) and of informmg 
themselves m their tenets and conduct. 

" I have talked to one or two of my offended 
brothers on this subject. Their prejudices ran high, 
but they knew nothing of the people in question, as 
they told me, but by hear say. Yet were furnished 
with stories of their lewdness and vice, such as the 
Papist's tell of Luther's consulting with the devil: 
throw a great deal of dirt and some of it may stick. 
Reason only can change my opinion of them, which at 
present runs so high, that I think persecuting and 
mobbing them, flying in the face of Jenu Christ. And 
that it would be better for me to be thrown into the 
sea, and a mill stone about my neck, than to offend one 
of these little ones that believe in him. The great Gerson's 
question must be mine. To what end did God give me 
a conscience of my own, if another man*s must he my 
rttle of living and dying ^ And I shall always think 
with Jfr. Foster y an author I have heard my Lord 
commend more than once, ' That the errors we fall 
into after proper care to avoid them, and com^ V^ 
the knowledge of the truth, wiW not \>e o^ ^M 
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freat conseqnenoe in themselves, or prejudicial to our 
appiness, so that it is better to err, with an honest, 
unbiassed, inquisitive i^ind, • (for this is often the 
effect of human infirm ttfy where there is the best 
temper, and a true rectitude of will and affections) 
than to be in the right from custom, and an implicit 
reverence for tradition and authority ?* So that if I am 
conscious of having performed those requisites for the 
rendering error innocent, 1 shall make a compliment to 
no man of my own sense, reason, and conscience, in a 
matter of such importance, as the salvation of so many 
thousand souls, as I have cause to believe are interested 
in the debate, till convinced that I am mistaken by 
stronger arguments, than my own study and expe- 
rience can suggest. But I promise all my offended 
brethren, that if any one of them from his superior 
fund of learning and natural abilities, will be so kind 
as to show me the falsehood or un charitableness of 
any of the facts I have alleged, or conclusions drawn 
from them, I shall glory as much in confessing my 
fault, as in any conquest I could gain over them. And 
he may not only recover me from error, but vindicate 
himself from the imputation, of having imposed upon 
his Bishop by misrepresenting to him some of the best 
Christians in his diocese. And my reason for thinking 
them such, is drawn from the infallible rule of the most 
just of critics, tbeir Fruits. Now if I am commis- 
sioned, as well as the Baptist, 1o judge of causes by 
effects, and by the things I see and hear, I may, with- 
out much straining of metaphors, say, the blind see^ the 
deaf hear, lepers are cleansed, &c. since by their suc- 
cessful address, so many of them have been transformed 
from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to God, 
from the worst of men to the best of Christians. And 
if the diligent discharge of all the public and private 
duties of life, constant attendance on the established 
worship, if never omitting an opportunity of receiving 
the holy communion ; if those mouths that Arere remark- 
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aljle for oaths and blasphemies, are now filled with the 
praises of God ; if the Sabbaths long deroted to rioting 
and dmnkennesSy are now wholly employed in the ser- 
rice of their Maker ; if, to my knowledge, card-tables 
are on that day, by their example, banished even from 
some gentlemen^s honses. If their light so shines be- 
fore men, so as to be as manifest, as tmit of the son in 
the firmament, shall we hesitate to place them in the 
rank of the best of Christians. And what I haye here 
averted is not from hear say, bat firom my own per- 
sonal knowledfpe. 

** We of the Clergy, Sir, are midesenredly re- 
proached because oar pablic sermons, and piiTate 
exhortations hare not prodaced those hapm^ e£Fa:;ts, on 
the weaker part of mankind. We can fall onder sach 
eensares, only, from those who are yery little acqaainted 
with homan natare. Oar discoarses are addressed to 
the reason of thepeopler and I beUere sach as hear as, 
and are sasceptible of the force of an argament, cannot 

S'etend ignorance of any one article of their daty.- 
at the Tery low and ignorant are only to be gained 
by so strong and Tiolent an assault apon their passions, 
that no smafl degree of enthusiasm is able to carry to 
e&ct. When this is saccessfolly commanicated, and 
weak minds are Tcry sasceptible of the impression, it 
alwaysexalts its object to its atmost height, and reqaires 
Um to cool its arooar. 

^ This accounts not only for the little success our 
rational labours haye had, or are likely to haye on such 
subjects; but also for the extatic pitch of deyotion so 
often mentioned to their prejudice, when no other 
^^proach can lie. If this be a crime, indeed they are 
Teiy gufl^, particularly their new-conyerted PapisU^ 
and may be yery justly called enthusiasts. 

*< But enthusiasm is a term so little understood by 
the yulear, that it passes with them, for a yery oppro- 
brious miputation; I think it may be denned, an 
iaagiDatioii heated and swelled, so mucli «ho^^ \v^ 
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natural temper, that the bounds of reason are too 
narrow to confine it, and it is glorious or infamous \ 
according to its object. Zeal is its twin sister^ and ;; 
like, that it is not easy to distinguish between them. I 
What character so detestable as the bigotted zealot, who ! 
more unhappy to himself or dangerous to his neighbour, 
who happens to differfrom him, m apointneverso trivial, 
when religion is in the least concerned? But zeal 
according to knowledge can never rise too high, ifitv ; 
ffood to he always zealously affected in a good thing, 

" Lord Shaftsbury, whose knowledge of human 
nature at least, is undisputed, is of opinion that 
nothing truly great, of any kind, was ever executed 
without some degree of enthusiasm. 

'^ Imposters have indeed often feigned most violent 
agitations, and succeeded so far as to communicate 
them like a panic ; and this for no other end than to 
cheat their hearers into a belief, that they were favoured 
by God with such miraculous effiisions of knowledge 
and grace, as enabled them to utter prophecies, which 
these poor people no way pretend to, but depend 
wholly on the ordinary co-operation of the Spirit of 
God with their own, which they are persuaded, Jesus 
Christ has promised them in his Gospel, upon the 
condition of true faith and sincere repentance. Their 
terrible agitations arise only from conviction of their 
sins, and their joyous emotions, which in some time 
succeeds them, from the apprehension of the Spirit of 
God hearing witness toith their Spirits, that theg are the 
sons of God; if all this be nonsense, it is not their own. 
St. John seems to have addressed his first epistle, 
chiefly to such little children, that they might (not only 
suppose or hope, but) know that they have eternal life ; 
and I hope that Protestants do not deny the doctrine 
of Assurance, that we are in a state of salvation, 
attainable in this life. 

'*My Lord, Sir, referred me to you for further 
information and advice, in relation to the great offence 
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I had pvea to my brethren, by niy Letter to his 
Lordship, and I shonld have waited on yony but I hope 
my years may plead my excuse, whde the weather 
and the roads are so bad. I left Ardbraccan* too 
late, rode hours in the dark, in great danger from the 
mgged roads and extreme cold. 

*'*' I believe. Sir, it is expected, I should vindicate or 
retract what I have written. In choosing the latter, 
I should expose myself to the contempt, not only of 
every Protestant in my parish, male and female, but 
of sul my neighbours round me, one Gentleman 
only excepted whom his Lordship mentioned They 
are all sensible, I have studied those people, and 
know them as well as themselves. 

*^ I may be philosopher enough to despise the oblo- 
quies of men, so long as my heart does not reproach 
me, but dare not boast myself so heroic a Christian as 
not to fear those who can kill the body. When I 
returned from Ardbraccan I found a letter from my 
son in Dublin, acquainting me there was a report about 
town that I was to be suspended for a letter I had 
written to my Bishop concerning the SwaddUn. I am 
in no great pain for my reputation on that score, it can 
be so well supported; but I may dread a blow which 
neither reason or virtue can parry. 

** Alexander Brwiuy a young man, my parishioner, 
remarkable for piety and virtue, passing some days 
zsp through Athboy, a town Ml of Papists, one of 
them pointing at him, and crying out a Swaddler : he 
was assaulted by numbers, knocked down and beaten 
in a most cruel manner, some of the bones of his hand 
dislocated, if not broken, and it is to be feared, he will 
never recover the use of it. This, Sir, or worse may, 
nay, shall be my fate, if nothing but joining cry 
against these poor innocents can prevent it. 

"You, Sir, doubtless have received very different 

* The Palaee of the Bishops of Heath. 

d3 
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accounts of these people as well as the Bishop. Could 
you procure me a sight of one of their letters, for, no 
one of our brethren, I am persuaded, would either 
write or speak injuriously to the character of any, and 
desire it should be kept a secret, or lay your com- 
mands, on some one of them, to ^ive a rational and 
Christian answer to mine, it mieht recover me from 
my mistake. Make this as pubtic as yon please. I 
hope it will be taken for an apology for what I W90te 
to bis Lordship. It may be the only means to obviate 
the bad consequences with which I seem to be threat- 
ened. 

" I am, &c." 

Thus have we seen the commencement and prioress 
of this ^reat work in some parts of Ireland, during 
the earfy years of its existence, and have exhibited 
ample and disinterested testimony in its favour; — and, 
were it consistent with mv design, I would gladly 
show you its spread and influence, in other parts of the 
kingdom; but what has been stated, pretty fairly 
shows its general character and history, and, perhaps, 
may serve to prepare you for those details which are 
connected witn the ministry of that singular Irish 
Evangelist — Gideon Ouseley. 

I am yours very truly,, 

W.R. 
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LETTER IV. 

Irish Mismon — ^Reverend Gideon Ouseley — ^Birth — E&rly indica- 
tions of greatness — Education— Serious impressions respecting 
6od and Eternity — Methodist Preachers — Holy Scriptures-^ 
Young's ** Night Thoughts"— •< Centaur not Fabulous"— Deeply 
convinced of his sin and danger — Distressing apprehensions of 
eternal misery — Submits to God — Receives the forgiveness of 
sins — Exceedingly happy — Reverend John Woodrow — His 
Grace Uie Archbishop of Tuam — Anecdotes — Liberality towanl 
Methodim — Courtesy to Methodist Missionariea^Mr. Ouiel^ 
attains a more matured work of Grace — ^First labours as a 
local preacher — Among the Irish — Scene at a Funeral— 
Anecdote of a Croagh-ratrick Pilgrim — Infidel gentleman- 
Mr. Ouseley travels and labours extensively in the Province of 
Connaughty nearly seven years prior to his appointment by 
Conference — Proceeds as far as Leinster — ^Fruits accompanying 
his early ministry — Fitted by nature, education^ and grace for 
the arduous office of an Irish AUssionary* 

Mt Dbab Fbiend, 

From the early times to which the ahove records 
refer, ontil the close of the eighteenth century, great 
prosperity attended the general publication of the 
wora of the Lord by the Methodist preachers ; and, 
as will ^pear, man^ instances of the direct though 
occasional ministration of the word among the native 
Irish in their own tongue, — as in the case of the sainted 
Thomas Walsh, and others, who were '^lights in a dark 
place, holding forth the word of life/' Until the year 
1799, however, no stated, comprehensive and permanent 
system of agency had been brought into the Irish field. 
Then, immediatelv after the Irish rebellion, the mission 
to the native Irish was appointed by Uie Methodist 
Conference. And, as the period chosen by that body 
indicated great wisdom, so there was a gracioua 

d4 
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Providence observable in the case of tibose le 
instruments which had been prepared^ and were 
supplied by the Great Head oi the Church, it 
Irisn work. 

Among those commissioned at that time to pi 
the Gospel of peace through our distracted coi 
the greatest and most distinguished was Mr. G 
Ousmey, then, for the first time, appearing oi 
Minfutes of Conference, in the list of Metl 

Ereachers; though not until then without exen 
is talents for the glory of God, and the salvati 
his perishing countrymen. 

Mr. Gideon Ouseley was descended from an ai 
family of great respectability : — He was the eldeg 
of John Ouseley Esq., of Dunmore, in the Coun 
Gal way, and was bom in that town, in the year : 
Details connected with the early years of Mr. Oui 
some future biographer may possibly supply; 
lihere is no doubt that incidents of great interest i 
be traced in the juvenile sallies of that remar 
man. I shall not call conjecture to my aid, ^ 
facts cannot be furnished ; but from such thin; 
came to my knowledge with regard to his early 
racter, sure I am that in him were perceptible 
workings of an ardent and uncommon mind, 
would even then take the lead in the gambols o 
lawn or on the green ; and, if anything daring <3 
terprising were to be attempted, young Ouseley woi 

^The first in danger, as the first in fame." 

There was nothing common-place in his mental cc 
tution: — Bold, generous, intrepid, from first to 
with a soul breathing the love of liberty, free as tl 
inhaled from his native mountains, he would be 
even then, rushing forward to defend the w«t 
crush the oppressor, and to vindicate the rights < 
youthful contemporaries. 

It does not appear that Mr. Ouseley, being tke 
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80D, was intended hy his &tlier for a profession^ 
brother, ten years younger was destined for the army ^ 
— when young, obtained a commission; — ^was after- 
wards distinguished as Major General Sir Ralph Oose- 
ley, and; as a military man^ ran a brilliant andiUustrious 
career. 

Mr. Ouseley, however^ received both a classical and 
mathematical education. He neyer, even when young, 
did any thing by halves, — and was then, as may be sup- 
posed, ahard- working scholar. Heleamed to love ''the 
sweet-voiced romances of Virgil, the cold and exquisite 
lyrics of Horace, and the living deeds and men of 
Homer," — ^he carried much of them in his memory 
throughout his life, and had them often happily at 
command, to illustrate his arguments in private con- 
versation and debate, as well as in the important topics 
of his pu,blic ministry. 

From the earliest period of life, Mr. Ouseky wa» 
deejdy affected with thoughts relative to Grod and 
Eternity ;-— indeed, he never recollected the time when 
they did not, at least occasionally, produce serious 
feeung in his heart,^ — but, he regarded God rather as 
a stem judge, than as the Father of n^rcies, and looked 
forward into the future world with emotions of horror. 
While these views embittered his earthly comforts, 
no ray of gospel hope or light was shed on his path,-— 
no drop of consolation yet distilled into his soul. He 
derived no pleasure from sources of worldly enjoyment, 
— too thoughtfiil in the midst of gaiety to fancy that 
such fading trifles as surrounded him were real, and 
too. honesty at all times to conceal his convictions, — 
but, having no one to direct his enquiries to him who 
had graciously said, '' Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden»" he was brought to the utmost 
d^ree of perplexity, and his reasonings well-nigh 
resulted in scepticism and despair. He would o£ten 
cry out in the disappointment of his soul : — '* Lord 
help me! What sUtt I do?— Who will teach me? 
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Priest and Minister no better than mysdf, — as great 
foob as I am ;— ure are all a pack of fools together !** 
The language ot Beattie's Hermit might tnen have 
been adopted by him : — 

** pity great Father of light," then I cried, 
^ Thy creature who fain would not wander from thee ! 

Lo, humbled in dust, I relinquish my pride ; 
From doubt and fi!t)m darkneaa thou only cana't free." 

In the jear 1789, the feet of the Methodist preachers 
were providentially directed to Dnnmore. He first 
heard the Gospel from those godly and simple-hearted 
men, and by tneir occasional ministrations, as well as 
by the reading of the Sacred Scriptures,'he became 
more deeply impressed with divine and eternal thino^. 
Doctor Young's " Night thoughts/' also (especiaUy 
"The Infidel reclaimed ''J and his "Centaur not 
Fabulous " were works which he liked to read, and 
were peculiarly suited to his taste. The sentiments of 
the latter, as to the folly and guilt of sensual pleasure, 
accorded with the then views of his own mind ; and 
the former tended to increase those serious feelings 
which he had entertained on the subject of his own 
immortality. 

" Immortal ! ages pasa'd, yet nothing gone ! 
Mom without eve I a race without a goal ! 
Unshorten'd by progression infinite ! 
Futurity for eyer fUture I " 

It was not until 1791. however, that his convictions 
assumed a decidedly evangelical character. One 
evening, about this time, he attended preaching, when, 
after sermon, the preacher invited any seriously dis- 
posed persons to remain for the meeting of the society. 
Mr. Ouseley was an anxious enquirer after the rieht 
way, and he was, therefore, desirous to remain, but 
feared lest there might possibly be some secret plan 
with which his mind could not concur: — I'll wait," 
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said he^ '^ until I see what they are about; but, if I 
find any juggling, — any Free-masons* trieks^ — among 
them, I'll have nothing to do with them/* Thus did 
Mr. Ouseley first witness and join in Class-meeting. 
It was the very thing for his then state of mind; be- 
came peculiarly helpnil to him ; and was regarded by 
him^ throughout his after life, as- a most important 
means of grace. Frequently would he say, when invi" 
ting seekers of salvation to Class-meeting, — " You 
would like to appear blan>eles& before the great Judge, 
when he shall come in the clouds : — This is a little 
judgment-day, dear, once a week, to seek a preparation 
for the final Judgment in the last great day." His 
enquiries now became more earnest^ his convictions 
of personal guilt and danger greatly increased, and 
early in May, his burden became intolerable. The 
cause of his misery was now alsO" more perfectly under- 
stood by him, and his mind became more immediately 
directed to the good which, as an undone and guilty 
sinner, he required. Before, he struggled against his 
own corruptions, under vague and indistinct notions of 
the mode of deliverance, and of that privilege of the 
Christian believer, — the assurance of the Divine 
favour; — now, his views are determinate; he believes 
that *' God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself," but knows that, without a personal interest 
in Christ, he is undone. The absence of this was 

I)ainfully felt, and he earnestly sought after it. The 
anguage of his heart was: — "The arrows of the 
Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh 
up my spirit :" — He cried out, ** Oh that I knew 
where I might find him! that i might come even, 
to his seat ! 1 would order my cause before him, and 
fill my mouth with arguments. Behold, I go forward^ 
but he is not there ; and backward, but I cannot per- 
ceive him : On the left hand, where he doth work, 
but I cannot behold him : he hideth himself on the 
right hand| that I cannot see him." — He longed with 
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veliemeni desiife to taste that the Lord was ffracious ; 
he had reason to believe that others had attained this 
enjoyment^ but, as is common, he thought there was 
something peculiar in his case ; — he wanted comfort, 
and he wanted power, — pardon, and a new heart. 
He would cry "O God, my wicked nature! Fain 
would I be made a new creature ; but, ah ! I can no 
more do this for myself, than I can touch the stars, or 
create a world.** Hi$ views of a never-ending state 
of existence were as awful as they were true : — " I 
shall be ruined most certainly ! *' he exclaimed, with the 
utmost dismay. ** I got such a sights" — he would say, 
in adverting to his feelings at that period^ — ** I got 
such a sight of hell, and of going into it, never, never, 
never to be released through all eternity, that I cried 
from my heart, * OLord, I will submit ! * *' His deeply- 
anxious mind refused to be comforted, until he obtained 
redemption in the blood of Jesus, the forgiveness of 
his sins. He soon received a clear and well-attested 
evidence of the Divine favour, through the atoning 
blood, and was made indescribably happy. This bliss- 
ful change took place while he was engaged in prayer 
on the morning of the Lord's day ; and often did I 
hear him gratefully refer to ^^ That Sunday morning'* 
when the language of his disburdened, liberated spirit 
was: — 

^ Where shall my urondering soul begin I 

How shall I all to heayen aspire ? 
A slave redeemed from death and sin, 

A brand pluek'd from eternal fire ; 
How shall I equal triumphs raise, 

Or sing my great Deliverer's praise ! 

The change which passed on Mr. Ouseley " That 
Sunday morning," was as glorious as his previous con- 
victions and penitence had been marked and distressing. 
He always remembered '^ the days of the right-hand 
of the Most high/' — ^never^ till lus latest breath, lost 
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the precious treasure, — and, thousands of times ad- 
verted to it in tones of holy triumph and joy, while 
tears of gratitude to his great Deliverer streamed down 
his sainted countenance. The descriptions of his own 
experience, and of the ways and goodness of God 
toward him, were often made signally beneficial to my 
own soul, during those years in which I was privileged 
to be his ^* companion in tribulation, and in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ," and, the 
remembrance of them is now, as fresh and as refreshing 
to my heart, as " rain upon the mown grass." 

Soon did the intelligence of Mr. Gideon Ouseley's 
conversion spread through town and country. And, 
indeed, the delightftil change was too great and too 
good a thing to be kept long concealed in his own 
bosom. The flame of love that burned in his happy 
heart, broke out in acts of zeal and devotion, and 
others were invited to partake of the Gospel blessings 
which he himself ei^joyed. He would then, amongst 
his neighbours and friends, — :as he often did afterward 
in his public ministrations, when holding out the 
invitations of mercy to perishing sinners, — repeat, with 
cries and tears, another portion of his favourite hymn — 

"Come, O my guilty brethren, come, 
Groaning beneath your load of sin ; 

His bleeding heart shall make you room, 
Hib open side shall take you in : 

He calls you now, invites you home : 

Come, O my guilty brethren, come. 

** For you the purple current flow*d 
In pardons from his wounded side ; 

Languished for you the Son of God ; 
For you the Prince of Glory died : 

Believe, and all your sin*s forgiven ; 

Only believe, and yours is heaven !'* 

I often heard Mr. Ouseley make grateful mention of 
the Reverend John Woodrow, as a person to whom in 
the early stage of his Christian experience, he was^ 
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much indebted. The public ministry as well as tbe 
private counsel of that excellent man, preyed pecnliariy 
advantageous to him at that period, not only in fumishr 
ing his mind with information on religions subjects, 
but in gruiding his zeal, which, in his first love^ way 
too heated and impetuous. 

Some things relative to Mr. TVoodrow/were com* 
municated to me by persons who were acquainted with 
him in those times, which, with their results, especially 
as they are known to few, may not be deemed out of 
place in this record. One of the places on his then 
circuit was Ballinasloe. The parish church was un- 
dergoing some repairs, and the church service was held 
in the Methodist Chapel. The late fand last) Arch- 
bishop of Tuam, the Honourable and Kev. Dr. Trencb, 
was at that time rector, and he and the Methodist 
Preacher, held forth alternately the word of life in the 
same place. The preacher would hear the rector at 
noon, and he in turn would sometimes hear the Metho- 
dist preacher in the evening. The Hon. and Rev. 
Gentleman once heard Mr. vVoodrow preach on tbe 
" New Birth," and was afterwards heard to say, " If 
all the Methodist preachers can preach like that good 
man, it is not surprising that the whole world follow 
them." He also heard the Rev. William Smith, and 
expressed his high satisfaction. Persons of intelligence 
and piety, on whose testimony I can rely, have 
informed me that the first views of spiritual religion 
which this distinguished prelate received, were under 
the ministry of the old Methodist preachers ; and, I 
am happy from my own knowledge to be able distinctly 
to state, that, to nis honour, he ceased not tc^ enter- 
tain feelings of respect for the successors of these pious 
men, nor failed to acknowledge them as useftil minis- 
ters of the Gospel. When Doctor Trench was Bishop 
of Elphin, he held a visitation in Castlerea. A novel 
scene took place in the church, which afibrded occa- 
sion of chagrin to some, gratification to others, and 



RSV. OIDBON OUSBLBT. 5l 

surprise to all; — bat it was characteristic of the 
Christian liberality of that noble-minded man. ** Mr. 
BlundeU," he said, addressing the clereyman, *' have 
yon any Methodists in your parish ? ' — '* Yes, my 
Lord,'* replied Mr. B., **bnt Hipwell, my Clerk, 
knows more about them than I do." Then turning to 
the clerk, "Are you a Methodist?" he enquired. — 
*' Yes, my Lord,*' answered Mr. H., " 1 am." — 
** Have you a lairge society T' he added. — Hwwelly 
'• Not very large, my Lord.'' — Dr, Trench, *' Who is 
your leader?" — ffipwell^ " I am so mysdf, my Lord." 
— Dr. T., "Very good. Do your preachers come 
once in the fortnight?" — Hipwdl^ *'They do, my 
Lord." His Lordship then asked, what preachers were 
on the circuit, with other questions, which showed a 
familiar acquaintance with the economy of Methodism ; 
and with an interest which showed how cordially he 
approved of it. At a subsequent period, when Dr. 
Trench was Archbishop of Tuam, tne Wesleyan Mis- 
sionaries in that part of the country had opportunities 
of witnessing his liberality: — By his recommenda- 
tion they had access to some of the leading families in 
the county, and thereby their field of usefulness was 
considerably enlarged ; — while his Grace thus acknow- 
ledged them as ministers of the Gospel, and afforded 
gratifying indication that he possessed a soul far above 
that spirit of exclusiveness, and narrow-mindedness, 
which is so common in the Christian world. Well 
had it been for the Established Church, — for the 
Methodist Society, — and for other bodies of Protestant 
Christians; and well had it been for the interests 
of our common Christianity, if such a spirit had been 
cultivated throughout every order of the clergy in the 
land. Such instances of liberality are as refreshing as 
they are rare. The early attachment of that great man 
to the Methodist ministry was never forgotten, and of 
the kindness subsequently shown to some of us we 
cannot cease to cherish a grateful remembT^xice. 
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On eveiy subject Mr. Oaseley took strong and 
decided views ; and, on that great and importuit 
subject of personal religion, this characteristic of his 
singular mind was pre-eminently distingnisbed. When 
he had become saved by grace from the guik and 
power of sin, he resolved to be a Christian in earnest 
lie was instructed by the ministry of the Methodist 
preachers to go on to higher attainments in the life 
divine; — to "press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus," — and he 
longed to love the Lord his God with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his mind. He 
knew that this was *Hhe first and great command- 
ment," — "To love God,'' as he used sometimes to 
express it, " afiectionately, passionately, rationally, and 
with all his power. The promise, he saw, was equal to 
the command, — the provisions of mercy commensurate 
with both; — and then, the divine — the Almighty 
agency, employed to work it in believers, — who takes 
of the things of God and shows them unto us. He 
therefore concluded that the privilege of a matured 
Christian was distinct and clear. "O God," he 
would say, " cleanse me from all filthiness of flesh and 
spirit, that I may perfectly love thee and worthily 
magnify thy holy name.** No man was more un- 
shackled in his religious views by the dogmas of a 
party, than Mr. Ouseley. He would, to use his own 
words, " learn from a child or an Archbishop," but the 
teaching, if he would receive it, must be in accordance 
with the canon of revealed truth. He would, indeed 
gladly receive direction from the messengers of the 
Gospel, in g^uiding his erring footsteps into the way of 
peace, or directing him to higher and purer joys; — 
but human authority^ either as to bodies or individuals, 
carried no weight in his mind, unless he found their 
doctrines in The Book. His theology, whether doc- 
trinal, practical, or experimental^ was taken from the 
inspired volume. 
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In the views which he formed of the great privilege 
above referred to, he simply thought^, that, if God had 
revealed it, there was no room for doabting the possi- 
bility of its attainment, — it must be infallibly sure, as 
he sometimes said, '^ It is impossible for God to tell a 
lie, or to work a self-contradiction," he therefore, as in 
the case of Justification by faith, ardently and humbly 
invoked his gracious Lord for this higher blessing, in 
like manner. He believed that ** He who " is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins," is also faithful and 
just ** to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." St. 
John declares, " Herein is our love made perfect, — 
because as he is, so are we in this world * * * There 
IS no fear in love ; but perfect love caste th out fear.*' — 
St. Paul prays for the Ephesians : — *' That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height ; and to know the love of Christ, which 
passe th Itnowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God.'* All these Scriptures and numerous 
other ** exceeding great and precious promises," which 
are given us that *' we might be partakers of the 
divine nature," he thought pourtrayed the spiritual 
privileges of believers. He '* cried mightily to God," 
to use nis own language, and after a short but severe 
struggle, he proved that " the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth from all sin." Then could he join 
in the doxology of the Apostle Eph. iii. 20. 
^' Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the 
Church by Christ Jesus,' throughout all ages, world 
without end." He now ** rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory.'' Whether or not, Mr. Ouseley 
*an^ the very expressive hymn beginning ** How 
happy are they, wno their Saviour obey," 1 cannot 
tell, but, it was at that time, and for niwvj ^^"^x^ 
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afterwards a favonrite hjinn in Ireland. It was pub- 
lished by Mr. Wesley in one of his smaller Hymn- 
books, and as it is now out of print^ and was then 
expressive of the feelings of Mr. Onseley, no apologj 
will be thought necessary for giving insertion to a few 
stanzas of it in this place. 



" How happy are they 
Who the Saviour obey, 

And have laid tip their treasure above ! 
Tongue cannot express, 
The sweet comfort and peace. 

Of a soul in its earliest love. 



That oomfbrt was mine 
When the favour divine, 

I first found in the blood of the Lamb : 
Whenmv heart it belie v'd, 
What a joy I received. 

What a heaven in Jesus's Name I 



'Twas a heaven below, 
My Saviour to know. 

The angels could do nothing more 
Than fall at his feet 
And the story repeat. 

And the Lover of Sinners adore. 



Jesus all the day long, 
Was my joy and my song : 

O that all his salvation might see J 
He hath lov'd me, I cried 
He hath suffered and died, 

To redeem such a rebel as me. 



I rode on the sky. 

Freely justified I ; 
Nor envied Elijah his seat ; 

My soul mounted higher 

In a chariot of fire 
And the moon it was under my feet. 
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Oh 1 the raptiuroiu height^ 

Of that holy delist 
Which I felt m the life-giying blood : 

Of my Sa?io1ir poasest 

I was peffectlj blest. 
As if fiird with the fohiess of God." 

Mr. Ouseley was now supremely happy, or to use 
his own words, ^' As happy as the day is long/ He 
found ** The pearl of ereat price," and, always reason** 
ing on the side of faith, and the efficacy of sovereign 
grace, neither the cavils of men, nor the temptations of 
the wicked one were ever ahle to deprive him of the 
inestimable treasure, until his latest breath. 

It must be regarded as a matter of ereat importance 
in any memorial of Mr. Ouseley, that his personal 
religion was not only genuine, but, that it was of a 
very high order : — He was not only eminently zealous^ 
but eminently holy ; — and the great secret of his zeal 
was the love of God and man tluit burned in his heart. 
Whatever natural powers he possessed, — however they 
were cultivated by various and extensive knowledge,— 
whatever facilities he had in addressing his fellow* 
men, — whatever power of reasoning in assailing their 
errors, or persuasion in engaging their affections on 
the side of truth, — that which gave the chief grace 
and efficacy to his ministry, connected with the bless- 
ing of God upon it, was the love of Christ by which 
he was himself constrained, and the deathless charity, 
that ^' Beareth all things^ believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endnreth all uiings," and that ^'neverfaileth.*' 

It was thus that this distingiiished soldier of Jesus 
Christ was schooled in a preparatory course of painful 
discipline, and gracious instruction; — ^by deep and 
heart-rending penitence, and thorough renunciation of 
self, on the one hand, and, on the other, a rich bestow- 
ment of divine grace ;— that ** By pureness, by know- 
. ledge^ by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
'Ohoet, by Ipve nnfeign^, by the word of tt\i^,\r| ^^ 
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power of Qod, by the armour of righteousness ott.tbi 
right hand and on the left," he might befitted for those 
hallowed enterprises, and glorious achievements, for 
which he was destined by the great Captain of our 
Salvation. 

When Mr. Ouselej had been made a partakei of 
the rich and abounding mercy of God, he felt liNfi 
intenselv still for the utter destitution of the myritfi 
of his ^llow-men in the surrounding country, wiA 
were like sheep having no shepherd. He would oail 
an eye of wonder and pity around him, and yearn 
over ruined and helpless thousands. A favourite tek^ 
of his was, — "This is a faithful saying, and worthy^ at 
all acceptation that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief." If thy mem 
stooped to me, the chief of sinners, thou canst save m 
the world. Such were the feelings and sentim^tA 
with which his ardent soul was filled for perishing mett, 
when he himself had found the grace of life. The 
following verses were peculiarly suited to his state of 
mind at this period : — 

" Shepherd of souls, with pitying eye 
The thousands of our Israel see : 
To thee in their hehalf we cry, ' 
Ourselves but newly found in thee. 

See where o*er desert wastes they err. 

And neither food nor feeder have, 
Nor fold, nor place of refuge near ; 

For no man cares their souls to 8av#. 

Thy people. Lord, are sold for nought ; 

Kor know they their Redeemer nigh ; 
Thev perish, whom thyself hast bought ; 

Their souls for lack of knowledge die . " 



_ « 



The inward call of the Spirit, was not l^ss ui^irt, 
ihw the demands made on his sympathies by the^jik- 
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numerable objects which crowded before his aching 
vision, in the moral glootn and dreariness of— 

** Wilds immeasurably spread." 

The holy impulse within, and the divine command 
aaidi ^^ Go — Go into all the world, and preach the 
Gof^l to every creature ;" and the voice of misery 
from without sounded in his ears, '* Come over and 
help us." Yet, — so did he feel his own weakness and 
itnntness for such a work, that he would fain have 
{beaded his total inability, — he would say ^^ Lord, I am 
a poor ignorant creature, — How can I go? Ah, Lord 
God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child." Then 
it would rush into his mmd, ^* Do you not know the 
disease?" — ^"O yes. Lord, I do!" — "And do you not 
know the cure?" — •* O yes, glory be to thy name! I 
do." — ** Then, so, and tell them of the disease and the 
cure.*' — "So then, with only these two things," he 
would say, "the knowledge of the disease and the 
knowledge of the cure, I went forth ; — All glory to my 
Divine Master !" 

It was now that Mr. Ouseley extended his labours 
beyond hb own immediate neighbourhood ; and, in the 
year 1792, and subsequently, he visited other parts of 
nis native county, and the counties adjoining, and 
frequently, if not regularly, preached from town to 
town, and from village to village^ the two things, "the 
disease and the remedy." 

Mr. Ouseley from this time, no more doubted the 
validity of his call to preach the Gospel, than he 
doubted his own existence : — And dark and besotted 
must that spirit be, — an object not of envy but of 
pity, — who, by a narrow, sectarian exclusiveness, would 
deny to this good man the right of a call to preach the 
Gospel. If the test set up by our Divine Master be 
m this case the standard of appeal, — " Wherefore by 
Iheii^ fruits ye shall know them/* — theu«ihAW^^\^^^> 
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no losB how to decide on the merits of this meslioi. 
Andy if this shall he the rule by which the Jndee of 
quick and dead shall decide, when the final destinies of 
mankind shall hang on the issne, we shall witness then, 
that *^ the nngodly shall not stand in the jndCTient, nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous, and, that 
^^ thej that be wise snail shine as the brightness of Uw 
firmament, and they that turn many to righteonsneos 
as the stars for ever and ever* — Had Mr. Onseley 
never been recognized as a minister of religion, in sinr 
Christian body, still his claim to a Divine call would 
have been validy — he would have gone about doing 
good, — and many would be his crown of rcrjoieing m 
Sie day of the Lord Jesus. 

The plan adopted by Mr. Ouseley in going about the 
country, was altogether out of the ordinary way. Hb 
first sermon was preached in a churchh-yardy at a 
funeral; a place and occasion which he frequently 
afterwards selected, as affording a favourable opportu- 
nity for addressing the assemoled multitudes, on the 
subjects of death, eternity, and salvation ; and nrgmg 
them to repent and accept the mercy ofiered in the 
Gospel. As may be supposed, his addresses were 
desultory; but they were most pointed and appro- 
priate, both as to the circumstances under which they 
were delivered, and the capacities of the people. Be 
not only preached and exhorted in the streets and 
church-yards, fairs and markets, but was accustomed 
to attend the wake-houses, or places where the corpse 
lay ; here, he would mingle with the crowds who were 
collected for the purpose of '* hearing mass^" and while 
the priest read the prayers in Latin, not one word of 
which the people could understand, he would translate 
every part that was good into Irish, and then address 
the whple assembly, in the presence of the priest, on 
Aeir eternal interests^— ^preach to them Jesus, and 
salvation in his name. One instance of this kind will 
answer to illustrate his manner of proceeding. ITr. 
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Otisdey one day rode up to a house where the priest 
was celebrating Mass; — the large assembly were on 
their knees ; Mr. Ouseley knelt with them, and, ren- 
dering into Irish every word that would bear a Scrip- 
tural construction, he audibly repeated it, adding 
*' Listen to that V They were deeply affected, — ^the 
priest was thunderstruck, — and all were ready to 
receiye whatever he might say. Service being ended, 
Mr. Onseley and the congregation rose to their feet ; 
he then delivered an exhortation on the need of having 
their peace made with God — of being reconciled to 
him — submitting to the doctrine of reconciliation by 
real penitence, and by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When he had concluded, they cried out to the priest, 
"Father!— Who is that?"—'* I don't know," replied 
the priest, " he is not a man at all, he is an an^, —no 
man could do what he has done." Mr. Ouseley 
mounted his horse and rode away, followed by the 
blessings of the multitude.* This instance will show, 
that however desultory the manner, there was regular 
method in all his proceedings, exactly agreeing with 
th0 state of society as he found it, and better adapted to 
the circumstances and prejudices of the people, than any 
set form of ministration could possibly have been ; and^ 

*The Biographer of Mr. Thomas Walsh preserves the followiog 
aoconnt, which, as it bears som^ resemblance to the above, and as 
I have not seen it in those notices given by Dr. Mason or others, 
' 1 would here insert by way of note. 

The Rev. Nicholas Brown, a Rector in the diocese of Clogfaer, 
4ppUed himself with great zeal and industry to the conversion of 
the Irish, in the year 1702. Understanding the language thoroughly, 
he appointed public meetings, and contrived to be with them just 
when Mass was ended; and before the congregation was dispersed. 
He then read prayers, and preached to them in Irish in the open 
air. Upon one of these occasions, the Priest, being much troubled 
at seeing his congregation attending with so much pleasure and 
devotion, told them, with a loud voice, ^ That our Church had 
stiden those prayers from the Church of Rome." To which a 
'gtmve old native answered, *^ that truly, if it was so, they had stoUiSL 
iiie best^ as thieves generally do.'' 
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as frequently appeared, with great blesaing on dw 
word, thus brought home to the wants and hearts of 
multitudes. 

This species of Missionary labour, did Mr. Ooselej 
ceaselessly and indefatigably pursue, throughout the 
province of Connaught, and occasionally, as fiir a» 
Leinster, for nearly seven years prior to his appohit- 
ment by the MethodistGonferencCytothe regular wcndi 
of an Irish Missionary. It was his custom on the 
week-days, to make excursions, as has been alrduiy 
observed, to different parts of the neighbourhood, v> 
funerals, places of public resort, fairs and markets^ and 
on those occasions preach Jesus to assembled mdti- 
tudes. He would then, on the Saturday, ride oi to 
towns and villages, twenty, or more than twenty, miles 
distant, and '^ with all humility of mind preach Bni 
exhort several times on the day of the Lord ; return 
a^in in the beginning of the week, and, as far as pos- 
sible, resume his labour of love amon? his ignoranf 
neighbours. In those early times of nis pious aiid 
faithful exertions, he could say, ^* I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counsel of God — I ceas^ 
not to warn every one night and day with tears.^ 
And, in this way, did the devoted servant of our l^oi4 
Jesus Christ, regardless of health, ease, worldly ttr^^ 
tives, or even life, pursue his toilsome <Jour8e,'f6ir^fli4 
glory of his Great Master and the well-being of'falS 
countrymen. ' '^''' 

Mr. Ouseley's public and out-door ministry was not 
the only method by which he endeavoured to do goodt 
He taught them, indeed, ^^ publicly and from hoja$ef to 
house," — but his colloquial mode of inculcating fl^ 
lessons of sacred instruction, on those who were ign^^ 
rant and out of the way, was then, — as it contintii' 
through after years, — as remarkable as it was snocci 
fill. Two or three specimens will serve to illustik 
his general method in this respect: — In one of "h 
excursions, about the time we speak of^ he met aiak 
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who bad taken a severe pilgrimage of forty Irish miles, 
impoaed on him by his priest, as penance. Mr. Ouseley 
accosted him in Irish ;— ** Where have you been ?" — 
" At the Reek," was the reply.— ifr. O., " What were 
yon doing there, poor man V* — Pi^rim^ ^* Looking for 
feod.^— 3/r. O.. " Where is God r— Pi^rtw, " Every- 
where." — Mr, O.y ** Where would you go to look for 
the day-light when the sun rose this morning? — would 
you go forty miles to look for the day^li^t when it 
was shitting into your own cabin-door? — PUgrtnif 
" O, the Lord help us ! I would not, sir." — Mr. O.^ 
'* Then, would you go on your feet, forty long miles, 
to look for God, wh^ you could get him at your own 
door?" — Pilgrim f **0, then, may the Lord pity us, 
gentleman^ it's true for you, it's true for you !" 

Another case, though of a very diffei^t descriptioii, 
was the following : — A gentleman, a stranger, rode up 
with him one day. After the common salutationshad 
been interehanged, Mr. Ouseley immediately spoke to 
him, about the great salvation, that Christ the Lord 
came down from heaven to give to his creatures, — 
equally the privilege of the rich and the poor. The 
gentleman expressed some doubts aar to the truth of 
Christianity. Mr. Ouseley ^' Don't you think, sir, 
that Jesus Christ was at least a good ihan ?"— Omtle- 
mam, ^ Ye-e-8^ I do."— l#r. O., '< Do yo« not thmk 
that he was a good UacherV* — Oimt.^ ** Indeed, I must 
acknowledge, i think he certainly was." — ''Another 
step, sir," said Mr. Ouseley, ** is it not your opini6n 
thiU he was really the hett teacher that ever the world 
9KwV — ^The gentleman, with some hesitation, ^' Well, 
hi candour, I must admit it as my opinion that he was ; 
b«t then.*'— ifr. O., "But then!— What then, sir? 
Can you blame me for learning from the best teacher 
thai ever the world saw?" The gentleman seemed 
more surprised and pleased, than confounded, and, it is 
iMvped the conversation resulted in convlucm^^^^^^ 
taw mind of, at least, the truth of CIm&lVamVv « 

^4 
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At one time, while Mr. Onselejr was al luiBRr^ 
was engaged, as was oceasionally the case, ia soflrt 
mathematical pursuit, when a Roman Catholie pntli^ 
man called on him, and made some remark cb\Ab 
suhlimitj of the science, as well as the aocora^ still 
and heauty of the instrument which he was wug» 
He soon turned the observation to account in refeittMe I 
to the subject which, with him, was always nppesiQiist . 
**Ye8," he replied, "there is Euclid/**— pointing :«d 
the book, — '* take him up *, if you abide by luss, be 
will bear you out; but if, in any one instance^ |^ 
depart from the principles laid dowii by hicH^ ^3ki 
forfeit all claim to his support, — ^you will inevitabigF fo 
astray.'* " That is very true," rejoined hisneij^lMNnr. 
*' Very well, sir," continued Mr. Ouseley, *• take^ 
the New Testament ; read it ; and if you abide itt ths 
truth revealed in it, you will be infallibly rishly^ 
Christ the Lord, the great author of that bowy will 
stand by you ; — If, however, you forsake it, yon dtny 
Christ ; and, if you were priest, or bishop, or peffei 
Christ will disown you." " O, sir, it is all rigfe%*' 
replied the gentleman. These brief, pithy remarks^ wdre 
generally, but the beginning of a series, in which- the 
truths of the Gospel were explained and enlbnsed 
with considerable enect. Instances, such as the abore 
were countless, but they afford specimens of his 
every-day proceedings and manner, even in the earlier 
part of his pious efibrts to do good. Those acqnaitttted 
with him in after life, will remember, no doubt, many 
such sayings as those now given, where the rea- 
diness witn which he met every case, and im- 
proved every circumstance, however trivial^ and 
the familiar comparisons by which he illnstrated 
and applied the truth, were made signally beueficul to 
persons of all classes, high and low, learned^ «nd 
Ignorant, whom he addressed; — and those who«tra- 
vellcd with him, and were privileged with frequent 
opportunities of hearing him^ have oeen surprised at 



the Cieili^ with which, in this convenHitinial way, he 
brong^t home the most important things to the minds 
of ererj description of persons; and the endless re- 
■oaroes he possessed for all occasions^ were snch a» 
ftrciU jT to remind them of the word of oar Lord and 
Savionr, '* Therefore erery scribe which is instructed 
vnto the kingd<nn of heaven, is like nnto a msei that is 
s hooseholdery which bringedi ont of his treasore thmgs 
and old/' 
Manj proo& were exhibited of the gracious fruits 
were Yonchsafed, by the Great Head of the 
Chnrch, to those pions labours of Mr. Ouseley. I shaU 
idate one instance, in connection with the scene in the 
wake-hoose* above referred to, which will give evidence 
of the result in several others. Some considerable 
time after he had exhorted the priest and congrega- 
tion, he was riding, and came up with a countfymany 
whom he addresmd as follows; — Mr. Outd^f ^'Mv 
dear man, would you not like to be reconciled to God, 
have his peace in your heart, and stand clear before 
die Great Judge, when he will come in the clouds of 
heaven to judge the world f^ PeoianU^ *^ O, ^lory be 
to his Hofy and Blessed Name! sir; I have ms peace 
in my heart ; and the Lord be praised that I ever saw 
your ftoe 1" Mr. 0., ** You have, — ^What do you know 
about tius peace? — When did yousee me?* Pecuanif 
** Don't you remember the day, sir, that ^ou were at 
Ifce berrin (burial) when the priest was saymg Mass V 
Mr. O.f ''I do, very well; what about that dajf* 
PeasmUf ** O, Gentleman, you told us then how to get 
that peace, and I went, — Blessed be'his Holy Name ! 
<— to Jesus Christ, my Saviour, and got it in my 
lieart, and have it here ever since." 1%ese instances 
exhibit the early character and usefulness of Mr. Ouse- 
ley, while they give indications of one whom God him 
wf had prqparedi by nature and grace finr his work. 

^ 8is AfpcadU C. 

u5 
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Had not Mr. Ouseley been received into the 
. Met^iodist conne:i^ion, as a preacher, he would, in 
. all likelihood, have taken orders in the .Established 
Church. But his zeal, like that of the founder 
of Methodism y would have been too ardent and 
determined to be tied down by the restrictions of the 
Rubric. Though he mi^ht not have said, <^ The world 
is mv parish/' ne would have said, (and would have 
acted too, in conformity with his own saying) *•* Ireland 
is my parish." No bounds but those prescribed by 
Providence, could have limited his fervour of feeling 
and determination of purpose. He was carried for- 
• ward by a vehemence of desire for the salvation of 
men, which nothing could allay, united with a firm- 
ness and invincibleness of resolve, that could not be 
impeded until his object was attained. That which, 
. to minds of common mould, appeared to be* wild and 
visionary, was in him the result of well-digested design. 
Enthusiasm he had, but it was the enthusiasm of inspi- 
ration, that filled and enlarged his soul beyond the 
common bounds ; it was not of that natur^, howevtf, 
which seeks the end without the means, but that 
which aims at mighty objects that never fail of 
their accomplishment. His mode of proceeding, 
then, which to others appeared so irregular, was inccm- 
ceivably better adapted to the elements on which he 
had to bring the truth of God to bear, than the plans 
of the philosopher, or the measures of the statesman ; 
and evidently effected a great amount of morel gi^oA, 
where a regular mode of teaching, and the most exact 
system of ecclesiastical order would have failed. The 
language of the great apostle of the Gentiles, — *' Whe- 
ther we be beside oursdives, it is to God ; or whether 
. we be sober it is for your cause. For the love of 
. Christ constraineth us,'.'— might have been adopted by 
Mr. Ouseley ; and, perhaps, this Scripture has not^ in 
modem times, been more legitimately applied than in 
his case. He was *^ instant in season; out of seascm/' 
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and the results of those earlj labours, which were 
*^iiot mvain, in the Lord/' demonstrated, that the 
impulses by which he had been directed were divine. 

The wisdom and gopdness of God may be perceived 
in thus raising up, in the darkest part of Ireland, such 
an instrument for his own gracious purpose, to 
enlighten the myriads around him who ^^ sat in the 
region of the shadow of death/' in the lowest state of 
moral and spiritual destitution; and fitting him by 
such extraordinary gifts for the work for which he had 
desiraed him, and to which he sent him forth, — a 
work which had been, alas I long negle<)ted and for- 
gotten by the Christian world, — the preaching to the 
people of Ireland, in their own tongue, *' the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ." That a great impulse had been 
given by indirect means, to many portions of that class 
of people to whom Mr. Ouseley's ministry was from 
the first directed, is certain ; and that some occasional 
good of a direct kind, had been attempted by benevo- 
lent individuals, in some parts of the kingdom, nearly 
8 hundred years^before his time, is admitted ; but, even 
then, the province of Connaught derived no advantage 
from those early efforts for the benefit of the Irish. It is 
lamented by good men of all parties, that no permanent, 
systematic agency had been established to meet the 
wants of the forlorn and destitute ; and, with all res- 
pect to others, it may with safety be averred, that 
never before, had a messenger of the gospel been com- 
missioned to bear the tidings of salvation to the native 
Irish, more eminently qualified for this important vo- 
cation. Whether we regard the matter of his deep 
personal piety, — the gracious influences of the 
Holy Ohost with which he was so largely endued, 
— the peculiar adaption of his mind and acquirements 
to the work, — his perfect acquaintance with the national 
habits and religious prejudices of the people, — his 
natural bravery and unbroken resolution, — and his 
great bodily strength i enabling him to ^^% xVix^'^'^^ 
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course^of patient, persevering toil, unequalled in modem 
times, and far beyond the common reach of humaa 
energy and health, — we must devoutly acknowledge 
a divme Providence, in the call, the qualifications, and 
lengthened ministrj of Mr. Gideon Ouseley. 

Yours, &c., 

W. R. 



•^ 
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LETTER V. 

Labours of Messrs. John and Charles Wesley and their coadju- 
tors — Indirect effects on the native Irish — Direct instruction 
through the medium of their own language, attempted early in 
the eighteenth century — Limited and short-lived — Mr. Thomas 
Walsh — Testimony of, by Dr. Mason — ^Eulogy on, by Southey — 
Early connection with Church of Rome — ^Deeply convinced of 
sin — Finds no comfort in the Church of Rome — Hears Mr.Robert 
Swindells in the Street of Limerick — His conversion — Com- 
mences preaching in the County of Tipperary — Labours in 
Monster — Connaught — Leinster — The North — Suffers sore per- 
secution from various parties — Effects produced on the Irish by 
his street-preaching — ^Death in Dublin — Mb.Cbarlbs Graham — 
An eminent Irish preacher — Raised up in the province of 
Connaught — Labours as a local preacher for twenty-one years — 
Appointed as an Irish Missionary by Mr. Wesley — Mr. Bar- 
tholomew Campbell — Originally a Roman Catholic — Great 
distress of mind — Pilgrimage to Lough-Derg — He believes on 
Christ — Scene in Church-yard — ^Very useful among the Irish. 

Mt d£ar Fbibnb, 

I have noticed Mr« Ouseley's conversion, his con- 
sequent labours, and, in connection vfith them, his 
qualifications for the vfork in which we shall after- 
wards find him engaged. Before entering on the cir- 
cumstances under which that work was commenced, 
our attention is claimed by the preaching of Messrs. 
John and Charles Wesley, and their coadjutors, because 
of its efiects on the Irish population, previous to the 
conversion of Mr. Ouseley. indeed we cannot omit 
noticing this, if we would place the subject in a proper 
light. Through the instrumentality of Methodism, 
]&• Ouseley was brought to a saving 'knowledge of the 
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truth, — ^The Mission in ivhich he spent his ministerial 
life was entered on under the direction of the Metho- 
dist Conference^ — and any details relative to these do, 
in facty but serve to exhibit in one of its departments, 
that great revival of religion of which the Wedeyi 
were such honoured instruments. 

The preaching of the Messrs. Wesley and their 
coadjutors^ was not without indirect benefit to the 
native Irish. In the counties where the Irish language 
is most in use, the doctrines and influence of Methodism 
had verv much prevailed ; great nu&bers of the upper 
and middle ranks of society embraced the truth, and, 
in most cases, those persons used the Irbh language; 
many of them were employed as Class Leaders ; tnev 
became the faithful interpreters of the word preached^ 
to their neighbours, tenantry, and workmen ; and, by 
those means, there can be no question, that many of 
the lower orders of the mere Irish had been indirectly 
reached, by the ministry of Messrs. John and Chaiies 
Wesley, and the first preachers in Ireland. It was 
not unusual, even in later times, when the missionary, 
in his r^ular visits to a neighbourhood, stopped at ibo 
house of a gentleman who understood the Irish lan- 
guage, to witness very interesting scenes; — ^The 
gentleman would invite the country-schoohnaster who 
could read Irish, (a Roman Catholic withal) ai»i 
there would they spend the evening, — several of the 
natives being present, — reading the Irish Bible, com- 
paring it with the English version, and making such 
useful and practical observations, as would be sug^ 
gested to their minds on the occasion. These means, 
however, could be brought into but limited operation ; 
— ^good, indeed, in themselves, and in their effects, but 
by no means commensurate with the moral wants of 
the native Irish. 

But an agency was furnished from the ranks of these 
•devoted men, which exerted a direct influence on the 
native population. Efforts to teach the people through 
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the Medinm of tlieir own tongae, have been alreadj 
icAffied to, as made at the commencement of the last 
oentaiy, in some districts of Ireland , hj philanthropic 
pcraons of distinction in the Irish Chnrch. Those 
attempts, howerer, were circumscribed and short-lived. 
Dr. Mason, in his work on ^^ Employing the Irish 
language as a medium for conveying Scriptural 
instruction to the native peasantry of Ireland,'' 
having menticmed those efforts adds ; — ^' It is the very 
^rcnmstanoe that we are now occupied in regretting, 
that the last century does scarcely afford us an instance 
alter these, to continue our chain of evidence from 
experience on this subject ; a striking one, however, 
is to be found among those eminent instruments in 
promoting the revivu of vital religion in the latter 
dajTS— the followers John Wesley. He then refers 
to Southey's Life of Wesley, in which the following 
aeeoimt is given of the successes of Thomas Walsh, 
die first of the early Methodist Preachers who addressed 
tte Irish people in their native tongue : — ^' The com- 
mand of that language gave him great advantage. 
It was long aso said in Ireland, ^ If you plead for 
your life, pleaa in Irish!' The Catholics listened 
wiDingty wnen addressed in their mother tongue. His 
hearers frequently shed tears, and frequently sobbed 
aloud, and cried for mercy ; and, in country towns, 
the peasantry who, gmng there upon market-days, had 
stopped to hear the preacher from mere wonder and 
euioeity, were often times melted into tears, and de- 
dared that they could follow him all over the world." 
The admirable Memoir of Mr. Thomas Walsh, 
written by his firiend Mr. James Morgan, being so well 
known, renders inexpedient in this record, any more 
than a very brief notice of his character and labours : 
and yet, as he was a link, in the ** chain of evidence'' 
that continues down to the close of the last century, I 
eonoeive, that any sketch of the Irish Mission would 
he defective, which did not include hiahoTioivY^^^dsi^& 
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* Mr. Thomas Walsh was born and educated in tbe 
charch of Rome^ and was^ if not a bigoted, a sinoen 
member of that church. While in her communion, 
he was, without any means that could be snpposea 
likely to lead to such an effect, brought under i<t 
concern of mind for his personal salvation ; — D( 
conyinced of his lost condition, he sought relief;, bot 
feeling the strength of his own corruptions, and fiS 
utter helplessness, he, in vain, sought deliverance fiidin 
the power and guilt of sin. He went to confession "id 
his priest, — submitted to the penance prescribe tijjf 
him, — fasted, and repeated his numerous prayers, fatti 
found no comfort to his troubled spirit in these ^*^ beg^ 
early elements," until he was brought to the brink of 
despondency. Passing, while in this state, to .ln| 
lodging, in the city of Limerick, on the 17thof MariJL 
1749, being then only in his nineteenth year, his attfil^ 
tion was attracted by an uncommonly large concouii$^ 
of people, assembled in a place called the parade z-^Vte 
turned aside to see what it meant, — There stood Hr. 
Robert Swindells in the act of preaching to li^ 
surrounding multitude.-— Mr. Swindells had Bccompi' 
nied Mr. Wesley on his second visit to Ireland^ taii 
remained some considerable time in this countrV^ 
faithfully preaching the Gospel in various parts.— ^H6 
text on this occasion was. Matt. xi. 28. ** Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I w31 
give you rest." The very sound of this invitation of 
divine mercy was as balm to his wounded spirit. Some 
short time after this, under the ministry of Mr. 
William Tucker, he obtained a sense of the Divine 
favour through faith in Jesus Christ. The way by 
which Mr. Walsh was led from his first awakenings, 
was dark and distressing beyond description ; but soon 
under the preaching of these early heralds of the Cross, 
he is brought by his gracious deliverer into a wealthy 

Elace. Tbiien, his deep devotion and holy joy equalled 
is previous penitence and distress. His own account 
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) conversion is most affecting. — His words are: — 
there was kindled in my soul a still more vehe- 
Jbdrst after Christ. Nothing could now satisfy 
'^ jrt of the assured knowledge that I had an inte- 
his blood. Mj soul was sick with fervent 
ws. * * * * 

knd now, about four months after my most deep 
^in^9 and joining the Methodist Society, the 
day oegan to shine, and the Lord^ * who is rich 'in 
f^* visited me with his salvation. He brought 
at of the horrible pit, and miry clay, and set my 

r^n the rock, Christ Jesus. The particular man- 
which was as follows : — 
^-oming into the room where we were accustomed 
eet together, to hear the word of exhortation ; 
e preaching began, I sat musing and meditating, 
oul was looking out, and longing for Christ, as 
ratchman for the morning, or the thirsty land for 
ers. The congre^tion being assembled, the ser- 
of God, (Mr. W. T.) poured out his soul in prayer, 
as he prayed, the power of God came down in the 
; of us. The ' windows of heaven were opened, 
;he skies poured down righteousness.' My heart 
id like wax before the fire ; especially at the 
ion of those words, ' who is this that cometh from 
Q, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? This that 
irious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of 
trength?' (Isa. Ixiii. 1.) And again, at the 
ig those words in the hymn : — 

" Behold the Saviour of mankind, 

Nail'd to the shameful tree ! 
How vast the love that Him inclin'd 

To bleed and die for thee. 



"Fib done ! theprecious ransom's paid ; 

Receive my soul, he cries ; 
See, where heT)ow8 his sacred head ! 

He bows his head and dies." 
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'^ The former \rords in the prayer, and these in the 
hymn, came with such power to my heart, that I was 
constrained to cry out, ^ Bless the Lord, O mj soul, 
and all that is within me, hless his holy name ; fi>r be 
hath forgiven all mine iniquity, and healed my diseases.' 

'^And now was I divinely assured that GU>d, for 
Christ's sake, had forgiven me all my sins. The 
Spirit of God bore witness with my spirit, that I was a 
child of God. ^ Mercy and truth met twether' in my 
heart ; * righteousness and peace kissed each other/ 
Yea, so great was the deliverance, and so strong the 
consolation, that I could not contain myself. I broke 
out into tears of joy and love. Having obtained such 
mercy, I could not but join with the ansels (Luke, 
o. XV., v.lO) to sing praises to *• Him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb,' who so loved me and 
washed me from my sins in his own blood. A new 
song was indeed put into my mouth, even of thanks- 
givmg unto my God. — 

" Honour, and might, and thanks, and praise, 

I render to my pard'ning God ; 
Extol the riches of thy grace, 

And spread thy saving name abroad ; 
That only name to sinners given. 
Which lifts poor dying worms to heaven. 

Me in my blood thy love pass'd by. 

And stopp'd, my ruin to retrieve. 
Wept o'er my soul, thy pitying eye. 

Thy bowels yearned, and sounded, Livttt 
Dying I heard the welcome sound. 
And pardon in thy mercy found. 

No condemnation now I dread, 

Jesu8» and all in him, is mine 1 
Alive in him, my living head. 

And cloth'd in righteousness divinci 
Bold I approach the^ eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own,** 

^* I had often in private cried aJoud to Ood, yet, it 
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was not fiD now, that I did so in the congregation. 
Bat mj wound heing healed, a necessity was laid upon 
me to declare what the Lord had done for mj souL 
In the same hour another, who sat next to me» was* 
filled whh joy and peace in believing. We both with- 
drew to another room, and gave thanks and praise to 
Crod together. 

* All glotj and praise to JesoB our Lord I 
Hk ranfloming grace, we gladly record : 
His bloodj obladon — his death on the tree, 
Hath pnrchas'd salvation and heaven for me I 

Hie Savioor hath died for me and for yon ; 
The hlood is applied, the record is true ; 
The Spirit bears witness, and speaks in the blood. 
And gives us the fitness for living with God !' 

^ And now I felt of a truth that faith in Christ is 
*" the substance,' or subsistence, *of things hoped for,* 
and an ' evidence of thin^ not seen.' " * 

He had not been long m the enjoyment of the great 
salvation, until he longed to make it known to others. 
He had a deep impression on his mind that Grod had 
called him to preach to his perishing fellow-country- 
men salvation in the name of Jesus. He soon in- 
formed Mr. Wesley and sought his counsel in the 
case. The answer of Mr. Wesley is brief and charac- 
teristic : — 
'' My dear Brother, 

** It is hard to fudge what Gk>d has called you to, 
till trial is made. Therefore, when you have an oppor- 
tunity, you may go to Shroml, and spend two or three 
days with the people there. Speak to them in Iri8h."t 

Mr. Walsh lost no time, —accompanied by one of 
his own brothers and by another Christian friend, — he 
walked to the place, a distance of thirty English 

* L^ of Mr. Thomas Walsh, bjJaaMtlforcuu i: UM. 

V 
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miles, and here, in a Tillage in the county of ttfigiitfirf^ 
4id this young Evangelist open his commissioii. r .^ if 

Mr. Walsh was a bumine and shining light ^ mnit 
during the brief season of his life, and ndnhUf^^ 
churches were willing to rejoice in his light. ^ Ikiieir 
a young man about twenty years ago/' say« -jib 
Wesley y ^'who was so thoroughly acquainted wi^jthir 
Bible, that if he was questioned concerning any JHb> 
brew word in the Old, or any Greek word in the K#ir 
Testament, he would tell, after a little pause, not d^ 
how often the one or the other occurred in the 'BUti^ 
but also what it meant in every place. His name will 
Thomas Walsh. Such a master of Biblic knowledge I 
iiever saw before and never expect to see again.'^ 

This was the first Methodist Irish Missionanr; — ^^^fh^ 
voice of one crying in the wilderness." For three yesii^ 
he preached at all seasons through his native countf 
and province; — through Leinster, Connaught, tin 
even the Northern province. He sufiPered persecatran 
from clergymen and magistrates; from Chun^unco 
and Presbyterians, and, abSve all, from Papists ; wl^ 
in English, and especially in Irish, he was incessaat in 
beseeching sinners to be reconciled to God. ,\ 

Having himself, however, early felt the advantimiSsf 
street-preaching, (for, be it remembered, TAamat W€Uik 
was the fruit of Hreet-preackin^) he went to the fitcflois 
and lanes of the city as well as to the hedges, and h^fc" 
ways, and fields ; and, even travelling by the wayy-lwr 
sought after those who wandered in the mazes of 
moral darkness, that he might rescue them firoai 
error, superstition and sin. He yearned with ui-' 
tense compassion over millions of his countrymen, awL 
sought 

" With cries, entreaties, teans to sate *, 
To snatch them from the gaping grate/' '''■ ^^ 

t ■ ' ■ .' 1 4 i^ 

And his zealous labours were as successful asthey wetv 
.various. ' • '.j-2,.>s 
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r Bii.tt6(k of preaching was the very best that eoold 

baTe heeii adopted bj a street-preacher; though so 

tmf joang, he seemed, in this respect as welTas in 

vitieni,' to be divinely directed. Mr. Walsh's preach- 

fog inm withont controyersy, and this, with an Irish 

mSHettce, is the most acceptable and most sucoessM 

tnaailer. When on one occasion going to Roscrea to 

{Nileiach, he was met by a large number of men, nearly 

€flfi^ty' haying boimd themseiyes by an oath, if not to 

kill idm, that at least they would not let him preach. 

They intended putting him into a well, but, through 

^Ae interference of the Protestant clergyman, he got 

irat of their hands unhurt. When they met him ^ * * 

he said — ^* I contend with no man about opinions, but 

IMrisach against sin and wickedness in all. Supposing," 

'WB adds, ** three persons among you of different deno- 

oiinations, it may be a Churclunan, a Quaker, and a 

Papist, sitting down and drinking to excess, begin to 

^diqwite, each afirming that his was the best religion: — 

•where is the religion of all these men ? Surely they 

ana without any, miless it be that of Belial. They are 

4»f their father the deyil, while his works they do. 

And if they live and die in this condition, hell must be 

^iiHsr pinrdon.'' This they could not gainsay. 

^^iReugion, he would tell them, was not a bare pro- 

fessiop, — that the true way was to forsake sin; and 

Aat, in order thereto, it was needM that a person 

ishooid be poor in spirit, feel that he is a sinner, mourn 

•n that account with a broken and contrite heart, 

fomske sin by applying to the Lord for strength, and 

liiefi believe on me Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, as 

'jt'lshis blood that cleanseth from all unrighteousness. 

Then he would enforce on them the indispeasable 

necessity of obeying the Gospel, by conforming to the 

rules therein laid down ; living soberly, righteously, 

and godly, in this present world. These were the doc- 

^tfines wmch that devoted man inculcated on the thou- 

«aads q[ his benighted countrymen ;— a kind o{ i^reach- 

1% 
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ine which is peculiarly suited to the yiews of the Irisht 
which cannot at any time fail of effect, in sapping thk 
foundations of all error, and leading sinners imme- 
diately to Christ for salvation. And, if delivered in 
their own loved language, it would be irresistible. In 
the fervour of his pious soul, he was wont to cry oat 
with tears : — '^ Hear me ; and, if the doqtrine I 
preach be not according to the word of God, stone me 
on the spot — make a sacrifice of me, only hear for 
yourselves." 

Mr. Thomas Walsh was the first, after the few 
efibrts in the early part of the eighteenth century, 
already referred to, who proclaimed in the Irish 
tongue, the message of God's mercy to perishing men ; 
' — and it cannot be thought surprising that such &ith- 

• ful preaching produced extraordinary efiects. Thou- 
sands of the Irish heard the word with joy, and 
received it. The most affecting scenes were witnessed 
during his powerful and pathetic addresses ; — crowds 
would throng around him, cut to the heart, and cry 
•^aloud for mercy. They would weep, and agonize, and 
some of them confess their sins aloud to him, before the 
congregation ; —and it was not an unusual thing for 
persons alarmed, and deeply convinced of their guilt 
and danger, with penitential groans and tears to cry 
for mercy, and cling to the spot, until they found rest 
to their labouring, heavy-laden souls. 

O God ! send prosperity — raise up and qualify such 
men, to carry the tidings of salvation tnrough our 
country ; until the wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be slad, and the desert rejoice and blossom as the 

. rose ; — Till the dark places of the earth shall be en- 
lightened by thy truth, and the habitations of cruelty, 
be turned into the abodes of righteousness and peace ! 
—On the 8th day of April, 1759, in the city of 

. Dublin, Mr. Walsh exchanged mortality for life. 
Scarcely had ten years elapsed from this event, 

• when Goa raised up another eminent Irish preacher in 
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tbe foiOB of Mr. Charies Graham, a Batire cf the 
CoaBtf of ffl%70i, who £»- tweo j-ooe jeara kbonied 
fwflAlhr as a loeal preacher, principallT amoog the 
Mttm Iridi of hk own coontj, and the Coontj of 
letfriai. Mr. Graham was honi in Toomagrachan, 
(Tower of Ae Boeks) two etr three miks from the town 
' hia earlj jean nothing has come to mr 
e that he was prorerbial lor his fiond- 
_ endoitB and soencs of amnjement, and 
heing natnral^ of a hrare, vndannted spirit, he would 
often head the dan at the hurge ^;atherin^and the fair. 
"So tract of a wetkms kind is discoreraUe in his cha- 
laeter, atil between tweatj and thirty jean c€ age. 
The fiist iciigioos impeesnons made npoo h» mind were 
mderaa aflietire dispensation^ — the last illness and 
dcadi of his mother. While on her sick bed, she was 
Tkited bj some leligioos friends from the town of 
Sijgo, wbiopvajed with her : — Hr. Grrafaam wasgreadj 
afertfd daring the time of prajer, and immrfiately 
after enquied; '^In what book is that prayer to be 
£Mmd?^ ^Ididnotgetitina book," was the replj, 
^fwajeristhegift of God.** He ocmld notnnderstaDd 
tUs, jet It impressed him with the cooTiction that 
diere was something more in religioo, than he wit- 
in the state of tbinii^ aronnd. Religion at that 
at a Terj low ebb indeed io the neighbour- 
hood where he redded, and becoming anxious on the 
snbjecty he began to make enqnirics respecting it, bat 
fammd no pciaon to satisfj his miad. He was a 
Cfannchman, and attended the ferrioe of the church, 
hnt reccsred nothing there to aDaj his anxieties. He 
fhrmght he would examine ererr system within his 
reae^ to ascertain the truth, and resoked eren to try 
whether Popeiy, would affovd him any lighu Forthu 
psrpose he to^ hold of an oppMtnnity by which, he 
was enabled to hear the priest, without going to the 
Maar house, A faneial was about to take |^ao& ; and 
ha thoagfat this a fkronnible occasion to seek for 
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tpirltnal Instrnction, as^ if he were likely to get ii 
under any circamstances, it was probable he would 
learn it in the house of death. The body of the 
deceased was not yet carried out, when the priest 
addressed the people, and Mr Graham heard forkiai- 
self. The deceased, it appears, was a poor man, who^ 
by the death of all his cattle, had been reduced to a 
state of destitution, and was not able to till his littk 
farm ; his neighbours recommended him to go to the 
priest, and solicit him to make a collection for him in 
the chapel, say in?, they would contribute to it, that he 
might be enabled to purchase a horse* He applied, 
the collection was made, amounting to fiye pounds, 
and next day the poor man waited on the priest ; but, 
to his utter dismay, the priest answered his appUcatioa 
by saying, '^ I made no collection for you, it was fiir 
mytdf I made it." The poor man laid hold on a book 
whicn lay on the table, and, stung with disappoint^ 
ment and vexation, swore that he would never bow hit 
knees before the. priest again. The neighbours wers 
greatly exasperated, but for the poor man there was 
no redress ; ne ]Nned away under the pressure of inis-- 
fortune and wretchedness, and eventually died 6[ a 
broken heart. When he was dying, his friends 
besought the priest to ^^ administer to him the last 
consolations of religion," by anointing him; but he 
utterly refused it. Afterwards, however, he was pre- 
vailed on to come to the funeral. His address was as 
follows : — '' This man's soul is in hell, for he did not 
pay the rent of his soul for the last three years ; and 
you will all be damned likewise, if ypu do not pay thjB- 
rent of your souls regularly.*' When Mr. Graiham 
heard all this, he turned away with disgust, convinced 
of the absurdity and wickedness of a system^ in which 
such gross violations of common sense, ^nd decency, 
<Rmld be perpetrated witU impunity .^ and assured that 
the truth was not there to be found. 
About this time he became acquainted with some 
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JeUgipud persons in Sllgo, who directed his attention 
inoi^. particularly to the reading of the Sacred Records, 
4na through this means his mind became more and 
iScite enlightened ; but he did not find peace. The 
yfews of those Christians with whom he then asso- 
chitiA were CalvinistiCy and from them Mr. Graham 
i&lbibed the notion of Particular Iledemption, which 
% entertained for some time. He shortly after heard 
fte Methodist preachers^ and by them was earnestly 
ekhorted to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for a 
ptadM salvation. He heard with eagerness the word 
o^.Hfe from their lips, and humbly and penitently 
t^ght, and soon found, redemption in the blood of 
JTesus, even the forgiveness of all his sins. 

He was soon led to call sinners to repentance, and, 
having exercised his gifts, as already mentioned, in his 
own and the neighbouring county, with diligence and 
success, — in the year 1790, he was appointed by Mr. 
Wesley, to the office of an Irish Missionary. Mr. 
(^rabam had enlarged views of the divine grace and 
jhel*cy. He boldly preached Christ to his benighted 
cbiintrymen as an all-sufficient Saviour; declaring 
Aat he made upon the cross ^^ a full, perfect, and 
^nftcient, sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world," while he affectionately and 
ardently invited sinners, to come unto him, for pardon 
and salvation, beseeching them to be reconciled to God. 
the field of labour to which Mr. Graham was first 
appointed as a missionary, was the County of Kerry* 
Many souls were brought to God, as the fruit of his 
piouB exertions, and he is still remembered in that 
country with veneration and affection. His name will 
fl^in come up in conjunction with that of Mr. Ouse- 
iet'z I shall therefore leave him for the present, by 
^rrmg two or three instances which will show his 
mode of travelling and preaching, and the success 
which attended his labours, in those earlier years of his 
nSnfionary life. 
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Hr. Graham opened his commission in the streets of 
HiUtown; and round his first lodging by asking a 
young lad as he rode into the town, — '^ Do 70a kn^f 
any one in this town that has a Bible, and reads it^ 
^« O yes/' said the lad, ^' the clerk of the church/ 9iA 
(directed him to his house. He rode up to the door, 
the man appeared, and Mr. Graham told the objecjt 
of his visit, — that he had been informed he was acciuif- 
tomed to read the Bible, and hoped he would have no 
objection to receive him into his house. The mwBL 
seemed utterly surprised and ashamed. '^ I read itfi^ 
Bible, sir ! No indeed, I never read it unless what! 
read of it at church on Sunday.'' The incident was 
not without its good effect on the man's mind,-^ 
^* Come in, sir; come in, sir/' he said; ^' make my 
house your home while you remain.'' From being a 
character notorious for wickedness, he became con- 
verted to God, and was the first fruits of Mr. Gra- 
ham's mission to Kerry. The new convert soon 
joined the Methodist Society, his influence became 
considerable in the town and neighbourhood^ mid 
he continued faithful unto death. Milltown after a 
little time became the head of a circuit, 

Mr. Graham made two unsuccessfhl attempts to 
preach in the streets of Tralee, but by a curious eif- 
/oumstance, he, in the third attempt succeeded t — Tn^ 
men had leagued together to assault Mr. Graham, bui, 
by its unexpected result, the plan they adopted provi- 
dentially put a stop, for that time, to persecution ib 
Tralee, One of them took his stand behind an old 
wall, intending from thence to stone the preachef, 
while the other stood near the crowd to watch the 
^fiect; instead of injuring its intended object, bow- 
iever, the very first stone that was cast, hit the accMi- 
flice, who was conveyed to the infirmary, and dkid 
Boon after, it is said, confessing his guilt. 

Numerous conversions from Popery were efiect^^^ 
^veral places under Mr. Graham's preachingi eip** 
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•ihHj in Dingle. The two following are* instances : — 
T&e. first, was a respectable Roman Catholic who acted 
jlft p arser in a man of war, then in Dingle Harbour. 
Wiben Mr. Graham reaehed Dingle, this man's wife, 
JKdng a Protestant, went to bear preaching ; the word 
ii^iened her heart, and she soon fbund the ** pearl of 

f* ceat price." She joined society, but found in her 
^slNind a most inveterate opposer. He tried every 
^etbod in his power, to dissusule her from her nttach- 
aent to this novel sect, till, at length he resorted to 
lyiolent measures. One night, following her to the 
preaching place, with a deadly weapon in his hand, 
M order to watch her coming out, he was induced to 
make hb appearance in the house; the people were 
.|«nrified ; .the lion, however, soon became a kunb. 

** He feU before the crofss subduedr 
And felt the arrows dipp'd in blood.*' 

,ile soon obtained pardon, renounced the errors of 

JU>me, joined the infant society, and for many years 

^adorned the doctrine of God his Saviour. He was 
ultimately removed to England. 

The other, a bigotted devotee of Rome, named 
Roche, who was also an abandoned drunkard, became 

.•a dgnal instance of the power of divine grace, under 
the awakening ministry of Mr. Graham. This man 
eame to mock, but remained to pray. The word 
reached his heart ; he sought and found mercy through 
.Christ Jesus; and, although thwarted by his wife, 
fad exposed to the usual modes of persecution, he 

■^ontinned consistent and faithful, and, it is said, 
*^ finished his course with joy.'*— Many such, doubt- 
lets^ will this devoted missionary have, for his crown 

^ irejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

While treating of this period, our attention is called 

dk^ another part of the land. In the North- West of 
ildiandy about the year 1779, a very extraordviAx^ 
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man made his appearance in the Methodist Sopi^m 
and continued in connection with it till his deathy<H| I fi 
period of many years. Very different, indeed, was )A \ C 
from the men I have been describing; but such-afi^e- 
nomenon in the religious world, as to have attract«4 I % 
great interest at that time ; and such an instance L 
of the saving influence of religion, and so 8ucceasA4 |i| 
amongst his countrymen, as to render him not nnr |i 
worthy of some place in a record, which is intended |# l« 
exhibit the power of our holy Christianity, on tk| |] 
native Irish. Any person acquainted with the bistoFf 
of Methodism in that part of the country, at the tis%% 
referred to, must have learned something of Bartholin 
mew Campbell, or Bartley, for such was the nanae bji 
which he was better known. The simple child '^ 
nature, ** rough at the rustic plough," he who saw him 
once was not likely soon to forget his appearance^ 
Everything about him had an air of strangeness ; but 
his most singular part was performed, when, at anY 
time, a visit of the Kev. Doctor Coke was announced^ 
Mounted on his white horse, taken from the cart <tf 
the plough, — his saddle covered with rough goat ddn^ 
— he would ride off to meet the Doctor, as county <or 
city officials, are wont to do with judges of assize^ and 
then accompany him, to several of tJie places whithen; 
he was goin^ ; nor could a more striking contrast well 
be conceived, than that which presented itself between 
the Doctor and his attendant. The visits of Doctor 
Coke at that time, were considered as the visits of 
some celestial messenger. After the death of Mr. 
Wesley, for more than twenty years, he filled npn 
place which hardly any other man could have filled ;--? 
every one hailed his approach, — every one loved hWi 
and thousands flocked to hear him preach. Bartlevi 
on these occasions, would be among the for^noal HI 
the cavalcade. Some of the good friends were wobI 
to think, that he only encumbered the Doctor mA 
help; yet, the latter seemed as much delighted to 
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with so wcmderful % trophy of the power of divine 
grace, as he would be to see one of his beloved Negro 
Converts, in the Islands of the far West. 

In those counties of Ulster that border on Con- 
naught, Bartley was well known as a remarkable 
convert from the Church of Rome. Though rude in 
speech, yet not in knowledge; retaining the rude- 
ness of exterior which had belonged to his origin, yet, 
ts a Chnstian, he was a diamond of the first water. 
His own conversion was as genuine, as the manner of 
it was rare ; and his zeal for that of his poor fellow 
countrymen, was as ardent as it was successful. With- 
out any previous intercourse with those who had 
experienced religion, or any knowledge of the volume 
of his faith, he became feelingly alive to his eternal 
concerns. The Spirit of God, without any external 
means, moved on nis benighted, disordered spirit, and 
produced such a vivid sense of his wretchedness and 
danger, as to make Bunyan's well-known description 
of his Christian pilgrim — (save that poor Bartley had 
no book in his hand,)— -quite applicable to him. ^' With 
his face from his own house, — a great burden on his 
back, — he wept and trembled; and not being able 
longer to contain, he broke out with a lamentable cry, 
saying, * What shall I do?*" His sorrows were deep 
and unabated, and under a sense of the divine dis- 
pleasure, his soul refused to be comforted. He went 
to his priest, — ^made confession,-^ was enjoined penance, 
repeated prayers, — received absolution from the holv 
Father^ — but found no rest. His distress increased., 
and, to use his own words, '' Hell lay open before him." 
He went to other priests, reiterated his confession and 
penances, but only became more miserable. He at 
length meditated a pilgrimage to Lough Derg, where 
it IS supposed, all kinds and degrees of sin can be 
expiated. Lough Derg is a lake in the County of 
Donegal, province of Ulster ; and is famous for the 
iflancr which contains what ia called iSt. Pa(inAfc»% 
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Purgatory ; — this is a narrow little ceD, hewn out df ji 
folid rocky in which a man can scarcelj stand npnglN^ 
Thither did he repair, a distance of forty Irish nS^. 
He arrived at tne longh^ and passed through^' 
customarj routine, went to the pnest who was alw&y 
readj to direct the pilgrims ; and the severe peniuic^ 
beine prescribed and submitted to, he again -reeei^^ 
absolution. But, like former observances, these "6^ 
were unavailing ; his ^ilt pressed still more he%v^ 
ou his conscience. He returned to the priest, <i&a 
made known the disappointment and aaeoifih of ftk 
spirit. ''Did not I give you absolution!" said tti 
priest. You did, Father," answered Bartley. ** Attd 
do you deny the authority of the church ?** *' By no 
means,'' was the reply, ^' But my soul is in misery,-^ 
what shall I do?*' '' Do !" said the priest, <' why go 
to bed and sleep!" ''Sleep!" exclaimed the pp6r 

Eenitent ; " No, Father, — perhaps I may awak^^ b 
elL" I'hreatened with the horsewhip, poor Bartley 
departed under a load of woe, and seeking some 
retired spot, cast himself on the ground, and in de4f 
anguish of spirit, with groans and tears, he cried to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and pleaded his precious blbtid. 
In a moment his distress was gone, — he received ,ij[ 
confidence that Ood, for Chrisfs sake, had par- 
doned all his sins, and the peace of Ood orely 
flowed his soul. He returned to the priest, crying oat 
in ecstacy, '^ O Father, I am happy ! I have rouiid 
the cure!" His ghostly adviser, having neither lot nor 
part in the matter, answered only with execrations, 
land a renewed threat of chastisement. 

Before his return from the Lough, Bartley rain td 
where a. number of persons were performing th^l^ 
rounds of penance, and, exhorting them to turn fVoiii 
those Iving vanities, and seek the living and true Gfo^ 
as he had done ; he told them that he had obtained 
pardon of all his sins, through the blood of Christ, and, 
ihat if they would only come to Christ, as he had 
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4oiie, thej might also obtain what be called the curCf 
and ihejiwel^ — tenns by which he ever after described 
the ereat blessings of forgiveness of sins, and the love 
of Uod. The priest^ hearing that he was disturbing 
the penitents, hastened to the spot, and poor Bartley, 
to save his life, was obliged to ^y from the scene of 
Bnperstition and impie^. He was well known for 
many yeara, as *^ The Pilgrim of Lough Derg," and 
the onnsnal manner of his deliverance from lK>ndage 
was talked of by the religious, with wonder and delight. 
I have been more circumstanttal on this subject than, 
perhaps, its importance might be supposed to demand ; 
out, as the description answers to many other places 
4>f minor note, and exhibits the manner in which a 
crafty Priesthood trades on the credulity of an unsus- 
pecting people, I deemed it not improper to place 
•omewnat in detail, the sayings and doings of the 
iiu^&med Longh-Derg. 

Bartley Campbell returned to his home, a ^^new 
ereature/' happy in God ; but, so ignorant and inex- 

Eirienced, as to be utterly unfit to guide his footsteps, 
e fondly thoBcfat that there was some virtue in the pla ce 
where he had been made happy, and that his wife, by 

Sine thither, would receive a like blessing ; he there- 
's determined to take her to it ; and a scene ensued 
which par|x)ok at once of the solemn and the ludicrous. 
^i8 horse was yoked, — the bed brought out and 
placed in the cart,— on it were seated their two little 
children, — and, his reluctant wife having taken her 
position beside them — Bartley and bis family were soon 
<m their way to Lough-Derg. But, his wife was a 
f traoger, to the kind of sorrow that had filled his 
boaoib ;•— Uiey arrived at the scene of hisformer distress, 
neither the scene, however, nor his exhortation could 
pot her in possession of the jewel he had found ; she 
went without feeling the disease, and she returned 
without the cure. 
Some time after this, a priest in the neighbourhood, 
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wiio was noted for his pietj, became an object oC 
interest with Bartley, and to him he related what be 
had passed through, and what the Lord had done for 
his soul. '' His Confessor,'^ says the Rev. Henrj 
Moore, in whose Autobiography several of the above^ 
facts are recorded^ *' His Confessor was exceedingl| 
affected, and felt in some degree like Latimer w£ea 
Bilney confessed to him, while the poor man, in hii 
simple but energetic manner, told him of the cure and 
ihejetoel which was beyond all price. The poor CoA" 
. fessor could only answer by tears ; and, ofler a few 
Tisits, he acknowledged that he had experienced a 
similar work when he was a very young man; but 
confessed on his part, that he had lost the blessing, 
and had long walked in darkness. Campbell ex- 
horted him to look for the cure^ and be faithfiil with 
his flock, and tell them of the happiness that awaited 
them if they would turn to God. The priest was 
alarmed, and charged him not to speak a word to the 
people on that suDJect, for they could not bear it 
*' Father," cried out the happy man, '• they will all go 
to hell, and you will go thither with them if you hide 
the cure from them ! I will tell all that I come near, 
of the blessedness ; and you will soon see what good 
will be done, — only do not oppose me." The priest 
re-iterated his admonitions; but Bartlev departed, 
fully determined to speak and labour for the Lord. 

Soon after, the priest gave notice that he would 
celebrate Mass in an old burial-ground in the neigh- 
bourhood, where there was only the ruin of a church, 
— ^no uncommon thing in Ireland. Campbell attended, 
and when the priest had concluded, he stepped up to 
him, and said, ' Father, you are to christen a bairn 
(a child) in the village. Go, and leave the people to 
me. The dead souls, you see, are standing over the 
. dead bodies ; and I hope the Lord will awaken the 
uppermost.^ 'Take care what you do,* said the 
intimidated priest: 'Make no disturbance, I charge 
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ou/ He- then departed ; and Bartley soon after 
»egan to lay before the stariiie multitude his own 
ormer miserable condition, and the efforts he had 
rainlj made for deliverance. But when he came to 
peaky from the fulness of his heart, of the cure and the 
mfel, how Christ had blotted out his sins, and given 
dm to enjoy his love, so that, said he, ' I am happy 
II the day long, and I no more fear to die than to go 
o sleep/ — the effect was astonishing. A general and 
Sereins cry arose. Almost the whole assembly fell 
tjpon l£eir knees, while some lay prostrate, groanincr 
rith deep anguish. The cry was heard at the village, 
md the priest soon advanced at the head of several 
bUowers. He demanded of Campbell how he dared 
has to disturb his flock, but was only answered by 
rehement entreaties not to hinder the work of Ood. 
Yoa rascal !' says the priest, ' do you oppose the 
church V ' No Father,' he replied, * I have found 
Jie church.' *You villain!' said the priest, 'be- 
gone !' and struck him over the head with his horse-* 
whip. Poor Bartley felt, as John Nelson said of old, 
'an old man's bone in him;' and, hardly knowing 
srhat he did, he gave the priest a push, who falling 
>Ter a grave his heels flew up higher than his head. 
A. general insurrection was the consequence, the people 
thinking he had knocked the priest down. All were 
3ager to lay hands on the culprit. The lamentations 
for their sins gave place to fury; and poor Campbell 
iras obliged to fly for his life. He escaped the ven* 
geance of the infuriated multitude ; but his conscience, 
irhich was tender, received a fresh wound, and he 
went mourning all the day long, not knowing how to 
recover his happiness, till he almost lost all power. 
In this state he met with some of the Methodists, who 
understood his case, and encouraged him to come again 
tp the ' fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness.' 
He continued with the people, and fully recovered 
bis pe^ce, and became useful. He hajd. ^ %Xt^w^ 
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understanding, and great ardency of spirit ; and as he 
perfectly understood the Irish language, he became an 
instrument of great good to the poor people of the 
communion he had left. When 1 was stationed in 
Dublin, forty years ago, he walked from his distant 
dwelling, about a hundred English miles, to see me; 
and I rejoiced for all the good that he had received 
from the Lord, and also for what he was enable4 .to, Jf 
for his good 1^ aster. He gave me an accoant^j^ 
work in those parts, near the place where he lireS^.-y I . 
admired the grace of God wnich was in himpOBiIsi- I 
dering his uncultivated mind; and was ai|tftt|Bd f 
with some of his strong expressions. He coi^^jiot 
be satisfied with any meeting, where there were/AOse 
convinced of sin, or enabled to rejoice in C^fiu 
blotting out their sins ; he used to call such a mdi^g 
a ' sham fi^ht.' So it is that ' the Lord still e^a^f^ 
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 
and base things, and things that are not, to bring 
nought things that are, that no flesh may glory hi ' 
sight*' I have not heard of him for several years ; 
but I trust to meet him among those, * whose toM 
are washed and made white in the blood ef(;w 
Lamb.' " ' .';ii9q 

The Divine Providence is, I conceive, atrikiiigi^ 
exemplified in thus supplying, in the darkest ipaiMiiu 
the country, an instrumentality adapted to the waafti 
of the people, and continuing the '^ chain of eTidetrnfO* 
from, the early labours of the Wesleys down to iBs 
close of the eighteenth century ; — but, this conU luot 
have been so distinctly understood, had theaboiim^faitti 
not been adduced; — and, simple as are some'of Iham, 
they afforded eminent instances of the blessed. efiectalrf 
divine truth and grace on the native Irish ;;ftiid^ 
the order of God, prepared the way for a moreg^veoil 
and permanent agency, for the regeneration : bfsiiir 
country. . liajjirw 

Yours, &c^, W.^vEL»^ 7«ill 
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dk of IreUmd pluvious to the appointment of Mr. Onseley as A 
iliaaioiuury — Irish Rebellion ot 1798 — Irish Roman Catholics 
not aeeking a true Repttblici but the subjugation of Ireland to a 
fHMign Pontiff— War of extermination against Protestants— 
AjfariQcities perpetrated by the Rebels^ led on by their priests- 
pub Conference— Doctor Coke— Address to British Conference 
^AIRecting description of Irish Rebellion — Conference of 1799 
fr*'Appointmeiit of the Irish Mission — Sanctioned by the 
Qviliah Conference — Labours of Messrs. Graham and Ouseley— • 
Bjiecesa — Letters to Doctor Coke from Mr. James Rennick, Mr« 
TlKHnaa Davis^ Mri Greorge Brown, and Messrs. Graham and 
kJNneley* 

|f PEAU FrIENB) 

in In the year 1799, the name of Mr. Gideon OasC'* 
f". appears, for the first time, in the Minutes of 
InfereDce, as an Irish Missionary. While the 
riod chosen by the Wesleyan Conference, for the 
fuiencement of a Genei^l Mission to the native 
iAy manifested great wisdom ; the attempting to 
wrj oat such an arduous enterprise required no small 
gree of Godly zeal, and of confidence in the Great 
end of the Church. 

1 cannot with any propriety, I conceive, enter upon 
e details of Mr. Ouseley's labours and successes as 
^^iflh Missionary, without giving a brief sketch of 
V'j^f entfol period which preceded nis appointment to 
fk important work ; as well as a view of the condition 
9iiiiicnthe tragical scenes of those times had reduced 
e: Irish nation. The histonr of our Island is, alas! 
ritten in characters of blood, but, reserving for ano« 
•r plao^ th« distressing narrative, I wouUL uoyc %*^X\%^ 
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myself with a general description of the state of the 
country. 

In the year 1798, as is but too well known, a fearfiil 
and well-orj^anized rebellion broke out in our unhappj 
. country, which threatened the dismemberment of the 
empire, and, in its course, was marked by atrocities 
as foul as had ever disgraced any country or times. 
The revolutionary mania of the age had spread with 
rapidity, from the year 1795 especially, until the 
latter part of 1797, when the most alarming symptonu 
prevailed, and the whole social system became deefjy 
affected. The tendency to revolution among great 
numbers of the inhabitants of Protestant Ulster had 
lon^ been acknowledged, and now it was evident that 
it had ripened into a system of insurrection. By 
paid agents, who bore the name of Protestant, the 
Popish party carried on their negotiations with the 
Protestants of Ulster ; and, at first concealing their 
real designs, they succeeded, to a great extent, in 
effecting a union of very different parties, for carrying 
out one proposed object. Theobald Wolfe Tone, a 
Protestant by profession, but in reality an infidel, — ^a 
needy barrister, though a man of considerable talenjt, 
— :was retained, for the purpose of infecting the leading 
Protestants, which he, in a great measure, succeeded]! 
accomplishing. The object at which they aimed was 
to throw off the yoke of England; and for the achieve- 
ment of this object they sought succour from France.. 
The principles of the Northerns were purely republrcan, 
without any distinctions of religion or sect; but, — 
whatever may have been the primary design of the 
republicans of the day, and of the unsuspecting Pro* 
testants unhappily fraternized in their political schemes, 
— the ultimate object of the Popish party was the 
reclaiming of Ireland from Great Britain ; not for the 
formation of a true republic, but for the purpose of 
once more placing her under the domination of a 
foreign Pontiff; and, while the misguided Prptestasitf 
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resorted to deecM of violence, that they might secure, 
as tliej fondly conceived, their political rights; the 
Romanists designed and prosecuted a war of extermi- 
nation against their fellow-countrymen who professed 
the Protestant religion, and whom they proscribed as 
heretics, and rebels against their Lord the Pope. This, 
however, became so palpable by the cold-blooded 
massacres of Protestants perpetrated in the south, and 
by the leading part which the Ecclesiastics of the 
Romish Church took in the horrifying scenes, that 
the nordiem rebels, convinced of the treachery of their 
Popish associates, detached themselves from the union, 
and ultimately extinguished the flame of rebellion in 
the North. 

Without remarkinof on the veracity of the apologists 
for rebellion, who boldly affirm that a Protestant Govern- 
ment, for ulterior purposes, instigated and fomented 
the national discoras by which the country was brought 
to the verge of destruction, — I shall only say, that 'a 
reference to well-authenticated records of the times, 
will convince the unprejudiced inquirer, that the war 
was prosecuted on religious grounds alone ; — that inno- 
coat, unoffending multitudes were slaughtered in cold 
blood, for no other reason than their being Protestants ; 
that the rebels audaciously avowed they murdered 
them because they were heretics ; and, that the mis- 
guided people were led on by their own priests, anima- 
ting them with motives drawn from their religion ; — 
that they were doing God service, — that they enhanced 
their own merit in proportion to the number of their 
▼ictims, and of course, would, as a reward, ensure their 
happiness in a future world ! ! Whoever reads the his- 
tory of the ^^ Irish Rebellion,'' written, in some instances, 
by sufferers and eye-witnesses of undoubted credit, 
and in other instances, by men drawing their materials 
from unquestionable sources, must be awakened to the 
melancholy and astounding facts above adverted to. 
Bnt^ as it is not my intention to swell th\% VeXXet^Vj 
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dwelUnff on these horrifying details, I shall onljr relate 
two or three cases, which were commmiicated to mysetf 
by credible witnesses, and reftr you to other autnort- 
ties on the subject.* 

Not long since, visiting the town of Enniscdrthr, 
on a Missionary Depntation, I lodged at the house of 
Mrs. Cooper, whose father, Mr. George flomeck, hki 
endured sufierings, almost incredible, in the Rebellion. 
No one had informed me of her character or hbtoiy, 
and I was scarcely prepared for the scene which pre- 
sented itself. When I entered the parlour, and wii 
introduced to herself and her sister, — ^both old eentie- 
women, in whose features were exhibited the Imea of 
deep, and long-continued sorrow, — turning to Mrs. 
Cooper, I said, — '' I perceive, madam, that affliction has 
found its way to this abode." " Yes, sir," she replied, 
"I have long been conversant with affliction," — entering 
immediately, on her heart-rending narrative, with an 
expression of voice, and countenance, which I cannot 
soon forget, — '' I was a young wife and mother, at the 
time of the Irish Rebellion. — My two brothers,— one 
a clergyman of the Established Church, the other a 
young doctor, — were put to death by the rebels : — My 
elder brother, the clergyman, was iirst cruelly murdered 
by a rebel party ; they then conducted my yonngeV 
brother, a prisoner, to the camp on Yin^ar HiU ;--« 
Thev stripped him to his shirt, shot him, and left him 
for dead ; but, shortly after, perceiving some sympt6ms 
of life, they knocked him on the head with the but^ 
end of a musket. About midnight, however, he so 
far recovered, as to creep, though m a state of extreme 
exhaustion , to the river Sianey . When he attempted to 
ford it, they perceived him from the hill, and fired on 
him ; he stripped off his shirt, and spread it on the river, 

* See George Taylor's "History of the Rebellion,^' Sir Ricliard 
Musgraye's memoirs, &c./' and the Rev. Mathew Lanhtree's 
'< Biographical Namtire.'' 
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ihiM wUrmcting their attentioo, and, for the time, effected 
his etespe to a place of momentary safety ; but soon 
aAer, he was met by a party of rebels, who completed 
theworkofdeath." ^ My hnsband was murdered in the 
upper end of that street,* — pointing to the street oppo- 
stfe the window, — ** sadf next day, the monster, who 

Et him to death, naraded before my door, wearing my 
ar husband's clothes. Three months after this, I 
gave birth to a girl, who, when she was three years old, 
was burned to death.^ — Some things, of more recent 
oecBfrenee, closed the moumfhl eat^ogue, but, as they 
are not connected with the subject of this letter, they 
need not be here mentioned. 

^ Ib Sir Bichard Musgraye's ^ Memoirsof the Bc^l- 
UoD,^ hegiyes a drcumstantial relation of the sufferings 
of Mr* Gfeorae Homeck, ai^ his &mfly; including an 
account of the death of his two sons, and of his son-in- 
law, Mr. Charles Cooper. 

Instances of simikur attrocities mieht be multiplied, 
as perpetrated under the command of spiritual guides, 
who were now become the leaders in rebellion, but, 
such details are by no means agreeable to me, and I 
shall only mention one more fact, which was commu- 
nicated to me, by a credible eye and ear-witness. 
Priest Keams was a distinguished leader in the san- 
ntMry scenes just deBcnSed; and m the streets of 
Ennisoorthy, giving the word of command to his flock, 
was heard by my informant to say, ^ Boys, the more 
heretics yon kill, die less sin you will haye to answer 
for.''* 

The country became a scene of desolation and blood ; 
neither rank, nor age, nor sometimes, even sex, gave 
ezemptioo from the barbarities of an infuriated and 
intolmnt rabble. On die other hand, appalling was 
the re-action produced, on the part of the Kmg^s troops : 
thousands beoune the victims of their own folly and 

* SesAppeadiz. O. 
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delusion. Fearful were the results: — ^the victorioitt 
arms of the Loyalists and the British soldiery in a 
short time vanquished the infatuated and ill-fated 
insurgents. Multitudes of those who had escaped 
the horrors of the hattle-field, survived^ only to share a 
more ignominious fate. The Drum-head court-martial 
in the yalley, briefly sentenced the unhappy culprits, 
and the triangles on the adjoining hill, nnished the 
awful tragedy. 

In the midst of surrounding commotion and warfare, 
the Irish Methodist preachers, from every part of the 
kingdom, assembled and held their annual Conference, 
in Dublin. The sentiments of that Body will be best on* 
derstood from their own Address to the British Confe- 
rence, July 20th, 1798 ; in which the calamities of our 
Countiy, at that period, as well as the perils to which 
they had themselves been exposed, are most affectingly 
described. 

" Never did we expect to see so awful a day as we 
now behold ! The scenes of carnage and desolation 
which open to our view in almost every part of the 
land, are truly affecting ; and, while we drop the tear 
of commiseration over our unhappy country, and our 
deluded countrymen, in arms against the best of Sove- 
reigns, and the happiest constitution in the world, we 
cannot help crying, * O God, shorten the days of our 
calamity, or no flesh can be saved ! ' 

^^ To attempt a description of our deplorable state, 
would be vain indeed. Suffice to say, that loss of trade, 
breach of confidence, fear of assassination, towns 
burned, countries laid waste, houses for miles without 
an inhabitant, and the air tainted with the stench of 
thousands of putrid carcasses already cut off, form 
some outline of the melancholy picture of our times. 
However, in the midst of this national confusion, we, 
and our people in general, blessed be God^ have been 
wonderfully preserved; though some of us were impri- 
soned for weeks by the rebels ; exposed also to fire and 
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ftword Id the heat of battle, and carried, (snrronnded bj 
hundredsof pikes.) into the enemys' camp, and plundered 
of ahnost every valuable* jet, we have not suffered the 
least injury in our persons! And moreover, God, 
even onr own 6od» has brought us throuc^h all, to see 
and embrace each other in this favoured city. O that 
the church would therefore praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for the wonders he hath done for us, the 
meanest of his servants ! " 

Extraordinary as it may appear, the Methodists en* 
joyed their religious privileges, as a Body, while others 
were deprived ot theirs ; and under the eye of the Irish 
Government, the ministers held their annual meeting. 
The well-known character of the Methodists, placed 
them above suspicion, and the address and innuence 
of the Rev. Doctor Coke, obtained for them this liberty. 
This freedom was gratefully acknowledged by those 
servants of the Most High : — 

^ We cannot be sufficiently thankful to Ood for the 
mild Government under which we live : a Government 
which shews us every possible indulgence, so that with 
regard to the use of the means of grace peculiar to our 
Connexion, we seem to be in a land of peace and tran- 
quility. We enjov all the instituted and prudential 
ordinances, while m various parts, houses of all deno- 
minations have been deserted. Our Conference was 
not only held without molestation, but by permission 
of his JBxceUency the Lord Lieutenant. Under God, 
we owe this permission to the exertions of our worthy 
President, Dr. Coke, who, upon hearing of our danger 
and distress, flew on the wings of love from your land 
of safety and happiness, to partake of our sufferings^ 
and to help us on our way to heaven." — 

Doctor Coke, writing to Mr. Asbury, in America, 
says, ** Since I had the pleasure of seeing you I have 
ti\yent a considerable time in Ireland. You have, 
undoubtedly heard of the dreadful rebellion in that 
country. I was in Ireland at the height of it, and was 
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obliged to employ much of my time in gaining the 
protection and interposition of the Government of that 
Kingdom in behalt of our suffering preachers. And 
Ood was pleased to give me success, without which, 
humanly speaking, tney wonld not have held their 
Conference, nor could many of them have travelled/' 

And here let us not omit to notice the heroic and 
self-devoting spirit evinced by these ministers of Christ, 
under such trying circumstances. Having lamented 
the scattering of many societies, and blessed God for 
the preservation and increase of others ; in their 
Address to the British Conference, they proceed ,to 
say: — ''Through grace we feel a determination to 
urge on our way, whatever may be our lot. Rather 
than forsake our charge, for any danger which may 
arise, God beins our nelper, we are resolved to die. 
From what we have felt and seen, since these troubles 
began, it wonld be injustice not to own, that his grace 
has been sufficient for us, and that his strength was 
made perfect in weakness. And he still graciously 
says to us, * Fear not, for I am with you ; he not dis- 
mayed, for I am your God.' With this promise we 
will go forth, not being in anywise terrified by our 
adversaries." 

The reply of the British Conference, fully exhibits 
the kind and fraternal sympathies with which the 
Address of their Irish Brethren was received, and 
which, under God, helped at this eventful and suf- 
fering period, to soothe and encourage them in their 
perilous toil. *^ Though," say they, *^the common 
means of intelligence had made ns acquainted with 
your truly calamitous condition before we received 
your very moving Address ; yet, on its being read in 
the Conference, the tenderest compassion and most 
affectionate sympathy were excited in every breast. 
We saw — we fdt the difference of our situation ! You 
were in the midst of various perils, while we were, 
comparatively, resting in safety ;— we were in 'a land 
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ce,' while you w^re exposed to ' the Bwelling of 
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t the same time, we were constrained to, magnify 
ace of .6od| on your behalf, seeinpf you so won- 
y preserved from all your enemies! Surely, 
words were eminently fulfilled among you, — 
icnted, but not forsaken ; cast down^^ but not 
fed ! ' Not only the good Angels had charge 
iilng you ; but, being in extraordinary trouble^ 
iiMSBLF was with you, and kept you 'as the 
)f his eye ! ' May his blessed name be praised 
his mercies 1 

mr conduct, dear brethren, is worthy of the 
t degree of approbation and applause. You evi- 
l voar attacnment to the flock of Christ, over 
the Holy Ghost had made you overseers^ by 
ding to watch over them and share their lot, 
kirelingi would have manifested themselves to 
\ by fleeing at the approach of the wolf! May 
ne principles still operate, till ' patience have her 
; work ! ' ♦ ♦ * ♦ 
brethren, rejoice that the Head of the Church 
ius honoured you, to snfier for his Name's sake ! 
rward, and fear nothing. * As your days, so 
'our strength be/ And should any of you be 
to lay down your lives in so righteous a cause, 
be dying like the Prince of life, and the crown 
rtyrdom will be your eternal reward.** 
Buion was not fully put down until the month of 
iber following ; — And at the Conference in 
he plan was formed for teaching the native Irish, 
h tne medium of their own language. In their 
» to the British Conference, their important 
18 thus expressed : — ** With bleeding hearts, we 
$en the melancholy consequence of our deluded 
irmen'g imbibing the unprincipled views of a 
hirsty and cruel nation. But we entertain the 
ghope, that the time of visitation to l\v^l\!iL\^^tV^ 
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nnfortnnate people,composing the majoritjr of oni 
is now at nana:— God, in his gracious pror 
appears to be opening a door among them. 

" Two of our respectable brethren, of consi* 
standing in our connexion, have entered upon 
the most arduous undertakings that have been att 
since the primitive times. * * » * Our 
prayers are presented to the God of Missiouai 
the success of these men, who have made a si 
of every social comfort, that they may bring I 
ners to the shepherd and Bishop of souls." 

The ''two respectable brethren" referred t( 
James M'Quigg and Charles Graham, with 
names is associated the name of Gideon Ousele; 
for the first time, appearing on the Minutes of 
rence. The magnitude of the undertaking in ; 
niary point of view, would have deterred the Ckmi 
considering the reduced state of their funds, h 
the Rev. Doctor Coke, that never- to-be-foi^ottei 
of Ireland, engaged to raise sufficient mea 
carrying on the work. The British Conference 
approved of the plan thus commenced, as 
expressed its solicitude for the accomplishment 
ereat object. " Your Irish Mission," say they, 
deed an adventurous undertaking. May th< 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, preserve tho 
of God, who have gone upon this great enterpri 
render their labours abundantly successful." 

No particular district was to limit the lab 
these devoted men. They were, in the large 
most comprehensive sense, Irish Missionaries ^ t 
the glad tidings of salvation to their deluded 
countrymen ; and while they were without any j 
or circuit charge, they were as EfxmgelistSy to g« 
where, preaching Christ and him crucified. 

In the choice of the agents, who were, in tl 

instance, selected for the undertaking, the Cosf 

. were, evidently, under di vme direction . The qu 
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tioM of Messn. Ghrahamand Onseley for the Irish work, 
we hare already seen ; — ^we shall soon see their united 
labours thronghoat the length and breadth of the land, 
and the glorious and extensive results of their holy toil! 
He name of James M^aige stands at the head of the 
list. He was an eminent Irish scholar, and an able 
and acute preacher. His frame soon became so shat- 
tered by the labours of the Mission, that he never fully 
YeoovemL. Thooghy some years afterwards, he 
desisted from travelUng, his talents as an Irish scho- 
lar were, for several years, usefully employed in 
editing the Irish Bible, under the direction of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. I have before me 
a document, furnishing the best evidence of the estimate 
which the committee of that society had formed of 
the abilities and labour of Mr. M*Quigg, as an Irish 
aclidar. ''At a meeting of the committee of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, held September 2drd, 
I8I69 it was resolved, upon the recommendation of 
Mr. E. N. Thornton, that a copy of Frey's Hebrew 
BiUe, bonnd in calf, be presented to the Kev. James 
M'Quigg, who is editing the Irish Bible for the Society ; 
of whose laborious and judicious exertions, Mr. 
Tliomton gave a most satisfactory account." The 
above is an exact copy of the resolution extracted from 
the Minutes of the Committee. The introduction of 
it in this place will be excused, as it shews so fully, the 
ocMDpetency of the person, thus esteemed, for the work 
of an Irish Missionary. 

Mr. M'Qu^ put this important work through a 
second edition, in Dublin, some time after, when he 
had an opportunity of collating the printed copies with 
BedelTs original manuscript, which is in Marsh's library, 
St. Patrick's Cathedral. He was, though in a very 
diAiiitated state, about to prepare a third, and stereo- 
typed edition, when in 1831, death put a period to his 
imenagB and his toils. 

The time chosen for the commencement oC \\i& 

q5 
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p^eneral Irish Mission, while it evinced an ardent zeal 
and tender sympathy for those who were perishiujr for 
lack of knowledge, showed, as already stated, the influ* 
ence, in no small degree, of the ** wisdom from above/ 
The tumult of rebellion had ceased, and, a people* who 
had been terribly chastised by the scourge of civil war, 
had time to reflect on the miseries which they had 
broujrht upon themselves, and their country. When 
the land was weary of hostility, and sickened by the 
sight of the surrounding desolation, the people were 
not unwilling to hearken to the invitations of diviae 
mercjy and peace. 

Indeed the Irish, at all times, when not terrified by 
the denunciations of their clergy, or excited to preju- 
dice and hostility by their teaching, are generally 
disposed to attend to the preaching of the gospel. 
** What a nation is this," says Mr. Wesley, ** every 
man, woman, and child, (except a few of the great 
vulgar) not only patiently, but gladly suflTer the word 
of exhortation." And now, that their intolerant and 
fanatical priests, who had deluded them to their ruin, 
had lost, in some instances, their confidence, and a 
considerable portion of their authority over them, they 
^joyfully heard words whereby they might be saved. 
The lenity with which they had been treated by a 
humane and mild Government made its due impression ; 
nor was the salutary fear, inspired by a recollection of 
English power, without its influence in this respect. 
Great numbers too, who had been implicated in the 
Rebellion, became so horror-struck by the cruelties, 
which, under the sacred name of religion, had been 
perpetrated on the unoffending Protestants, and with 
the sanction of their spiritual instructors, that with 
disgust, they turned from a religion, whose history was 
written in characters of blood; — voluntarily united 
themselves to the Protestant Church, and were rejoiced 
to hear the pure and poaceful Gospel, from the lips of 
Jrish Missionaries. And many of them, under the 
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above cirennwtanoeSy songht repose, and spiritual con- 
eolation, as members or the Methodist Society; so 
that, to a great extent, through the reaction produced 
bj finadcism, united with other causes, they were as 
a peopla prepared for the Lord. ^ 

It was at this critical and notable period, that these 
bermlds of divine grace unfurled the banner of the cross , 
and called upon all men every where to repent, and 
torn with all their hearts to Qody through Christ 
alone, for mercy and salvation. The rocks and glens 
which had reverberated the clangour of arms, and 
the cannon's roar, now echoed the joyful sound of the 
gospel trumpet : and thestreets which had been deluged 
witn human blood, were now refreshed with streams of 
the river of the water of life, while the voice of the 
Gospel ministers, cried out to surrounding multitudes, 
^ Ho, every one that thirsteth,come ye to the waters, and 
he that hs^h no money ; come ye, buy and eat ; vea, 
come, buy wine and milk, without money and without 
price/' This is no imaginative description ; it is a true 
representation of the scenes, and of the facts of the case ; 
the wry places aud towns that had been the theatres 
of sangnmary conflict, between hostile armies, were 
Boon after visited by the Irish Missionaries ; and there 
they procUumed a free and full salvation, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus : — and, although they had many 
•drersaries, thousands were cut to the heart, and cried 
out ^ Sirs, what must we do f " whom they directed to 
OuriBt for present pardon and acceptance. 

^ And led them to his open side, 
The sheep for whom their shepherd dSed.** 

O, that fliich an agency could have been extended ! O, 
that the Evangelical bodies, in England and Ireland, 
had' multiplied such instruments as would have become 
the ''messengers of the churches and the glory of 
Christ! " but, alas ! little was then done, even by the 
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tnie friends of religion, to bring any efficient agency 
into operation, adapted to the condition of the countrj. 
The means sul)scoaentlvemploTedbv the Irish Church, 
and by other Christian societies for the diffusing ef 
instruction, had then no existence. *^ The ageressiye 
character which essentially belongs to the ministry of 
the Gospel in spiritual warfare, and which formed a, 
necessary part of it, from the time our Sayiour first 
issued his great Missionary command, was but little 
understood, even until some years of the present cen- 
tury had elapsed, when our clergy, as it were, quite., 
suddenly, opened their eyes to perceiye that the souli 
of all the inhabitants of their several parishes, were 
committed to their charge; — and who, it may be 
demanded, required their attention so much as the 
Romanists? They, far from being indifferent to 
religion, and devoutly bowing to the name of Jesus,- 
were kept in the grossest ignorance by their nominal 
pastors ; and were even taught to blend their deyotions 
with idolatry by those to whom the Protestants would 
have exclusively committed their instruction. '** 

Since the establishment of the Irish Mission which 
is under consideration, evaneelical systems have 
been instituted, and beneficifll agencies employed, 
by the Church Established, and other religions 
Bodies, for the instruction of the native Irish; 
but, whatever other means may have been resorted to 
of late years by the Irish Church, or by benevolent 
Societies, connected with other Evangelical Churches, 
for the benefit of our country ; they must not be sup- 
posed to supersede the necessity of the Irish Mission. 
There is no other system in operation so suited to the 
Irish people as this extraordinary mode of publishing 
the Gospel. And if ever Ireland be regenerated, there 
must arise a succession of noble spirits, inspired with 
the zeal that glowed in the bosoms of Walsh, Graham, 

* M aBon*0 Life of BedeU, P. 167.— 1843. 
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and Oiuelejr, not merdy to exercise an efficient mi- 
nistiy in a stated and ordinary way, but to go forth to 
tlie Btreets and pablic places, to the fields and high- 
wajB to pemiaae sinners to be reconciled to God. 
That Scnptoral Schools, are, indeed, of great impor- 
tance as incipient means of instruction, or as auxili- 
aries to the Grospel ministry, no one will deny, and they 
most necessarily, though gradually, tend to sap the 
foandation of tne temp& of error and idolatory, so far 
as they come into operation ; but how many of the 
teeming millions of Ireland's sons and daughters have 
been indoced to receive instruction in these Schools ? 
How many of those whom we distinguish by the 
pecnliar appellation of ^ Iriih^^ attend on the ministry 
of Gkxlly dergymen in their churches ; or of other 
Protestant ministers in their chapels? If they do not 
come to US, says Mr. Wesley, we must go to them. 
And the Great Head of the Church utters his com- 
mand, ^ Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature.^ And again, he says, ^^ Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring 
in hitter the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the 
blind.*-*^ Go out into the high-ways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled/' 
Doctor Mason, already quot^ states that ^' Doctor 
Samuel Madden, a celebrated and influential philan- 
thropist, in A • D. 1738, warmly advocated the employ- 
ing of a body of itinerant clergy to preach to the natives 
in Irish," and that Doctor Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne, 
reoonunends the same measure, as that of Doctor Mad- 
den ; and even insinuates, that in defect of able missi- 
onaries, persons conversant in low life, and speaking 
the Irish language, if well-instructed in the first prin- 
ciples of relimon, though, for the rest on a level with 
the parish- ckrks, or school-masters of charity-schools, 
should be sent among the people/' In a subjoined note. 
Dr. Mason illustrates the subject of teaching the Irish 
through the medium of their own language, by the 
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remarkable success attending the preachino; of the Me* 
thodist missionaries of Mr. John Weslev. ♦ 

The plan, so strongly, though ineffectnally, recom- 
mended to their own church, bv Drs. Madden and 
Berkeley, was now adopted by the Methodist Confer- 
ence ; and highly gifted men, eminently qualiiied for 
the arduous work, were set apart, and sent forth as 
" itinerant ministers, to preach to the native Irish" ; — 
who were not merely "well-instructed in the first prin- 
ciples of religion,'* but experiencing the deep things of 
God ; " full of faith and of tne Holy G host," whofervently 
longed for the salvation of sinners, and with a vehe- 
mence and ardour, worthy of the best and purest ages 
of the church, pleaded with them in their own tongue, 
to turn from lying vanities to the living and true Grod; — 
men, of whom it might have been said, " These apostolic 
men, endued with a strong and vigorous imagination, 
know no other success than conversions^ and no other 
applauses than tears." Such were the first general 
Methodist Missionaries, appointed to travel throughout 
the kingdom, to publish glad tidings of great joy, to all 
people. The details which follow give evidence of 
the divine presence and blessing accompanying them in 
their various labours, so that they did " not run iu 
vain, neither labour in vain.'* 

The success of the Irish Missionaries was so great as 
to induce the Conference, the next year, to add to their 
number. Mr. James Bell, of whom some future men- 
tion shall be made, was appointed with Mr. M*Quigg. 
They and some others travelled through the provinces 
of Connaught and Leinster The scene, however, of the 
labours of Messrs Graham and Ouseley, became most 
remarkable for the prosperity with which the word was 
accompanied. Being associated in their labours, it is 
difficult, — nor is it requisite— to speak of them apart, 
during the first years of their travels. 

♦ Bedell's Life. P. 313. 
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The unwearied exertion and zeal of these two men, 
"mere equalled onlj hy the unprecedented effects which 
attended their preaching, and which became surprising 
to thoeCi who had themselves, been long accustomed to 
witness the power of the Gospel m the salvation of sin- 
ners ; men, who had for many years preached the 
Gospel, stood amazed at the ceaseless and exhausting 
toil of Mr. Graham and Mr. Ouseley, and the glorious 
results which followed in the conviction and conversion 
of multitudes. Mr. James llennick, a very excellent 
man, who was then Chairman of the Clones District, — 
1 person of long experience, sound understanding, and 
cool judgment, — in a letter to Dr. Coke, dated July 
1801. writes thus: — '^ About the latter end of the 
month of Mi^, the two Irish Missionaries, brothers 
Grfaham and Onseley, met me in Carrigallen," (a fair- 
town in the Co. of Leitrim, province of Connaught,) 
^ About the borders of the county, where we had the 
Brreatest out -pouring of the Holy Spirit. Other parts 
jf the circuit they had been in, but had not been 
bere before. BroUier Ouseley preached, and, towards 
the conclusion a girl was converted. Next day (Friday ,J 
they came to Arvagh, and brother Onseley preached 
n the market, (both of the missionaries sitting on 
lorse-back, which is their usual way,) to a great crowd 
yf people, notwithstanding it rained heavily all the 
;ime. In the evening, brother Graham preached in a 
ield about a mile from this; and good was done. 
Wext day, about two miles off, we were driven into 
he fielos again. Here brother Ouseley preached ; 
owards the conclusion, the cry of mourners broke out, 
md continued until the clouas of the night drove us 
nto a large bam, where we remained a long time. — 
Many, I think, were converted. But next day sur- 
lassed all. Being the sabbath, brother Graham preach- 
d again on a hill, to many hundreds, when the cry of 
Qoumers broke out again. Brother Ouseley preached 
n the evening to a la^ congregation. Oh, dear sir^ 
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how awftiPto hear persons crying aloud for mercjrm 
the open air; and many finding the pearl of gmat 
price 1 I am afraid sir, the Irish missionaries have miiir 
ed their constitations.'^ The kte Thomas Da^Jsj 
writing to Dr. Coke, about the same time, exfMresses 
himself to this effect ; — ^^^ Permit me, my dear sir, ta 
say something of the Irish Missionaries, Messrs. Gi»? 
ham and Ouseley. — ^The mighty power of God aooom- 

?anied their woid with such demonstrative evidence b$ 
have never known, or indeed rarely heard of. — I have 
been present in fairs and markets, while these p^. 
blessea men of God, with burning zeal, and apostolic 
ardour, pointed hundreds and thousands to the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the wiwld. — ^And I 
have seen the immediate fruit of their labour; the aged 
and the young, falling prostrate in the meet paMM 
places of concourse, cut to the heart, and refiismg 
be comforted, until they knew Jesus and the power «l 
his resurrection. I have known scores of these mm 
penitents to stand up and witness a good confessuuj 
and, blessed be God, hundreds of them now adorn ti^ 
Gospel of Christ Jesus. These two men have beentho 
most indefatigable in their labours of love to perishiiy 
sinners, of any that I have yet known. From few t^ 
six hours, they would preach, exhort, and pray ; aii4 
next day, perhaps ride a journey, and encounter ths 
same dil&culties. Thus: — 

< They soorn their feeble flesh to spare* 
Beg^irdleas of their swift decline I* 

My dear sir, I am wanting both in memory and laar 
guage, to set forth the wonders I have seen wrought 
by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. When I 
look at the useinlness of these two dear men, I am 
humbled to the dust ; and, again, when I view them 
with shattered frames, and wrecked constitutioot 
stepping into the grave, I am truly affected." 
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Aaotber testimonj. if added, will not be nnaccept- 
iMe to the pkms reader. Mr. G^rge Brown, a man 
of eminent pietj and aenae, writea thna : Auenst 4, 
1808. Two joong men had met in order to fight a 
dael, bnt were prerented by meana of a wall falling on 
Me of the tpectatora, and cmahing him to death ! 
9one montha after thb they were converted bj meana 
a the Iriah Miaaionariea, and joined the Society. 
Iliey now walk in love as dear comrades in the way to 
Skm, and are aa zealona for GkxL, as they had been in 
iltooat all manner of wickedneaa. At a prayer-meeting, 
irliich the Iriah If iaeionariea held in one of onr new 
[ilaccn fifteen penona were converted. As I could not 
legleot my stated i^ipointment of preaching, I spent 
rery litde time with onr dear Missionaries last year. 
Mr. Onaelqr waa three nights with ns. In that time, 
twentj-fbar persona, I behere, found redemption in the 
Hood of tibe Lamb, among whom were two Roman 
CSadioliea ; and another was deeply convinced ; he is 
wow converted, and has withstood the Priest to his 
hct. Two more of them, in the same neighbourhood, 
were comrinoed, and set at liberty whue my wife 
pn^red wifli them in Irish," — Mrs. Brown was herself 
a convert from the church of Rome. — ^^ We roust con* 
km tint the Lord has crowned the labours of the 
regular preachers in several circuits, with great success ; 
aeverthelaw, under his blessing, I cannot but attribute 
onr late extraordinary revivus in the North to tlie 
Mtaaionaries. They, sir, have provoked us to jealousy ; 
tod made us ashamed to stand still, while they laboured 
with all their powers, dav and night. * • • * We 
added two-hnudred and twenty-six to our numbers 
[eo that circuit,) last year. All glory be to God 
tod the Lamb for ever 1 " 

It will be observed, that the above statements are 
aboot a year after the first appointment of these 
to their mission. Doctor Coke, having h(*ard 
of the gracious effecta produced by their instrument- 
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ality, wrote to several of the circuit preachers to far- 
nisn him with some details relative to the work of Grod. 
The above extracts are from their replies, A letter 
of Mr. Graham to the Doctor, in the following March, 
will afford some farther description of their labours. 
**" The importance of fair and market preaching never 
appeared to us in a stronger light than it has of late; 
we can assure you, Sir^ we have our friends among 
the Catholics. 

^' As we came from the conference^ Brother Ouseley 
preached in Oldcastle, in the streets, where there were 
many Catholics ; and truly the Lord was present, and 
there was a noise and a shaking, together with cries 
and tears, in the congregation. The Lord made it a 
season of great blessing to the people. 

'' Next day, being the market day of Ballyjamesduff, 
as we passed through. Brother Ouseley went to speak 
to the market people, who appeared to be like the 
thirsty ground prepared for the falling rain. I was afraid 
to trust myself, therefore I did not eo to the market, 
'till I thought he staid too long ; ana when 1 came up, 
I found the poor Catholics in tears, some of them 
sitting on the ground, wringing their hands and crying 
for mercy ; — I could not nelp speaking a little, and 
praying with them, indisposed as I was. We visited 
Cavan and its neighbourhood, where a Catholic was 
converted, whose husband and daughter were converted 
last year. A schoolmaster also came to me, enquiring 
what he should do ? ^My priest has ordered me to stand 
in the congregation for hearing you.' — I said, Vill you 
stand before the congregation to give satisfaction for 
your attendance on us T He replied, ' I never will ; I 
have never known the priest to do any good, and I see 
the country round blessed by your coming into it.' * * ♦ * 
Glory be to God, our Catholic converts are goinsf on 
steadily, and I trust they will prove a blessing in their 
families and among their neighbours. Last Thursdayi 
Brother Ouseley preached m the Fair in this town, 
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ve had a blened heating. The troth, when deli- 
d m pablicy bean down all befoie it." 
. Sew mootfaa afto; Mr. Graham again writes. ^ I 
r joa win be ^ad to hear how we fared in the 
h, I had mj doubts whether I was adequate to 
■adertaking; bnt hoping against hope, in the 
e and strength of the Lord, 1 set oat, though I 
been spitting blood the daj before ; all glorj be 
rody it was unto me according to mj faith; for of 
Keen weeks that we were in the South, I was not 
ined to my bed except five days, and this was 
siooed by heayy colds. I doubt not but the Lord 
ids I should open the waj through the Island, 
re he lajs me bj ; for I see clear^ this out-door 
I will hasten the downfal ijf Popery. Glory be 
t>d for what he hath already done among them,** 
loor Catholics, — they haye got a spirit of hearing 
rord. We had a blessed prospect on our way to 
ericky preaching in the streets and markets. £yen 
aoes where we might haye expected nothing but 
icntion, we saw them weeping and praying in the 

streets. The Lord was with us, and a great 
L broke out in the country-part, about Limerick. 
^hty fire has been kindled, and continues burning ; 
t Catholics have tied from their parents and left 
lat they might follow the Saviour. We '' — Messrs. 
lam and (hue\ey — ** We spent about a month on 
Limerick circuit ; and then went to the County of 
rj, where there was an out-pouring of the grace of 

CO all the congregations, and much good was 
t. We had no opposition 'till we came to Tralee on 
Sabbath ; and here you would have imagined that 
was let loose : though my voice is pretty loud I 
1 not be heard ; such shouting of men, women, and 
[ren, I think I never had hewl before. ^ * * * 
^i the court-house that evening, ^d a guard of 
ers, and preached to many hundreds. Many of 
Catholics saw clearly that their clergy designed to 

u 
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keep them in the dark :— one of them said to three 
priestSy in ivhose company he was that night, * jour 
people are in the dark and so would yon have it/ 

^^ From Kerry, we went to Skibhereen and its neigh- 
bourhood, where many of the poor Catholics attended 
preaching, at every meetuig we had a gracious watering, 
many were awakened out of their long sleep, nay, the 
whole country appeared to be alarmed. We preached 
in the market of Skibbcreen, and had an attentive 
hearing. Next day being the Sabbath, the poor 
Catholics flocked in hundreds about us ; when a priest 
came up riding furiously through the people, and 
lashing with his whip on every hand, like a merciless 
tyrant. The people ran from him, and, the crowd 
being great, were tumbling one over another. After 
he had dispersed them, he called them to the chapel, 
and lectured them ; a Catholic gentleman, a magis- 
trate, who met him, severely reprehended him, and 
said he would write to his bishop, and have him dis- 
carded. This, I believe was one of the worst days the 
priests ever beheld, for all the people seemed to be case 
down because of his conduct. We kept our ground, 
and preached afler the hurr^ was over, and not in 
vain, many of the poor Catholics came to hear us, both 
in the street and in the preaching-house, and were 
greatly broken down ; some of the poor creatures said 
they would follow us through the world. In Bantry 
we had a good time, both in the market, and on the 
Sabbath day. We had no persecution here, but from an 
old woman, who made a loud noise in the market, 
and came out also on the Sabbath day ; but one of 
our friends put her to silence. I thought Satan wan 
very destitute of friends when he had none to bring; 
forward but this poor individual. The power of the 
Lord fell mightily on the people. A Catholic young 
woman cried out, being no longer able to restrain 
herself." 

While there were many hostile to the word, yet 
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m»lmiA« of %M)vafi»t ml nmiere, tbe glad tidings of 
mat jojy ia UieMuneafthe L<»d Jenu; and manj 
My poirctfUlj OMmiieed^ before the irord, and then 
hAfrei, $md nuiftd it with joy, to the aalTatkn 0/ 
tbwiOiib. 

^IWiyiPiwiiltylheSyiril^twtd, 

'^ Ia BaadoB," coBtnaea Mn Graham, '' we had a 

pofrerfiil tmie; Mr. • joined na, and for tix or 

aeves dajip we kboiiied in the ftreets, and in and 
abovt ike town, and the Lord Heated our labours. I 
teemed a letter, infonning me that my dear partner 
waa ^jhiS^ aad I waa caHed to hasten home. We 
todk Kiasaie aad Cork, on ovr war home, and sonnded 
an alarm ia the rtreeta aad maraets, which, I trnst, 
has awakened some of the dead. We rode from 
Cork to Moaa^baa,*rthe place of Messrs, Grrahamand 
Oaaelej^s novuaal residence,) ** in £re dajs and a half, 
oae-fandred aad serentf-six miles'* (Irish, or abont 
two4iaadred aad twenty -foor English miles.) ^ When 
I gat hoaae, I fosmd mj dear afflicted partner just 
pRCO n reaed fiom the mws of death. And now we are 
aboat to set oat fot Limerick and Cork agaun, as the j 
think we haf« not giren them half enoagh of our time. 
Kreai Gotk, we intend to Tisit Wateiford and Yooghal, 
aad other phees where we hare not jet been, and 
ooaftiaBe antil Jane.^ 

The foDowohboarers, Messrs. Gnhsan and Onselej, 
had jast retamed from a tonr throogh the Soath, of 
eighteen wedui, and now, after a short interral of 
alternate labcvr and rest, we find them preparing for 
aaother joomej through Monster, which occapied, at 
leairt three months^ and which was prosecoted in the 
suae aadenating and foithfiil manner. Brief as are 
the records of Uie laboors of the Irish miasioiiaries. 
4«i^ Um. period, U^ an. i»p«m-u ^ A .er. 
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gracious revival of religion took plade at this time, oh 
the Waterford circuit. The two missionaries visited 
it, during this tour, and by preaching in the public 
streets, as well as by their other ministrations, greatly 
assisted in the good work. Mr. Lanktree wntes, — 
'' We had, at this season, a visit from the Irish missi- 
onaries, Graham and Ouseley ; I took my stand with 
them on horseback, in the street of Clonmel ; they 
were violently opposed by a rude mob, but they 
preached notwithstanding, with fearless fidelity. The 
champions for sin procured a sort of mad person, and 
set him up to preacn in derision, but he did little harm. 
Next day, however, they seemed determined on hosti- 
lity, and at the time of preaching, advanced, blowing 
a horn, to collect their forces. Some influential 
Quakers interfered, and frustrated their designs, by 
applying to the magistrate, and procuring his protec- 
tion. On the third day we aeain proceeded to the 
street on horseback ; afier preaching commenced, some 
impudent women began an attacK with bitter and 
wicked words, who were soon silenced by a powerful 
address from Mr. Ouseley. The men next aavanced, 
the most forward of whom stooped to procure stones 
or dirt to throw in our faces, but received some smart 
chastisement from the soldiers, and Were taken to 

Iirison. Another attack was made on them when 
eaving town, but they received little injury. Through 
the goodness of God their visit tended very much to 
promote the cause of truth in Clonmel. In Waterford 
also, both in public and private, their word was with 
power." Whenever the missionaries appeared, accor- 
ding to the testimony of eye-witnesses, tne usual order 
of weir meetings was laid aside, — the spirit of convic- 
tion seized the congregations, like as on the day of 
Pentecost ; the people were not ashamed to fall down 
in the streets and ciy aloud for mercy. Sunday after 
Sunday, immediately at the close of church-service, 
would they take their stand in the streets, and preach 



SBT« CIOBOlf ODSELET. 113 

to TasI crowds of Protestants and Romanists; and 
after retiring from the public places, continue at their 
bolj toil till a late hour at night. Such were the 
f^naaas efiects produced bj their visits to the regular 
cimita, that some of the preachers wrote to Doctor 
Ccke^ imploring him to use his influence with Messrs. 
Graham and Ooselej, to cause them to rerisit the 
fcenes of their former labour, as they evidently longed 
for snch fruits as they had already witnessed under 
the ministrj €»f the Irish missionaries. 

Yours, Icc^ W. IL 



Xa^ 
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LETTER VII. 

A large field of labour asBtgned the MiBsionarieB— -suited to the 
taste of Mr. Oaseley — Success of street-preaching in Ennis- 
corthy — Attempted persecution in Wexford — Extract of a 
letter from Mr. Ouseley to Doctor Coke — Ceaseless and diver- 
sified labours of IVIissionaries — Preach in several towns in the 
Counties oi Wlcklow and Wexford^ Hacketstown — Priest's 
threats of penance — Bribe offered a young woman to bring her 
back to Mass — Such efforts vain — Persecution in Kilkenny — 
Mr. Ouseley severely bruised — Escapes the mob — Writes to 
the R. Catholic Bishop — Conference Address — Mr. Ouseley 
labours another year with Mr. Graham — Feels the want of 
suitable tracts for general distribution — Complains to Dr. Coke 
on the subject — His letter manifests great acutem^s — Com- 
mences another year's work under hopeful impulnes — Gnat 
numbers of R. Catholics hear the word with increasing attention 
— Several join society — Sketch of the labours and success of 
Messrs. Ouseley and Graham— Period of their association in 
the work closes. 

My dear Friend, 

At the Conference of 1802, Mr. Ouseley was airaJn 
appointed with Mr. Graham to the Irish mission. With 
the exception of the County of Clare, which was 
attached to the Connaught mission, the field of labour 
assigned them comprehended the Provinces of Leinster, 
Munster, and Ulster, There was nothing so suited to 
the views and taste of Mr. Ouseley, as a wide and 
unrestricted range among his countrymen. The first 
attention of the missionaries was, this year, however, 
directed to the districts of country in which rebellion 
had sometime before raged with violence. The 
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counties of Wicklow, Wexford, Kildare, Oarlow and 
Kilkenny, were successively visited by them, where 
they boldly and faithfully preached the Gospel of the 
meek and merciful Redeemer, in the very streets 
which had flowed with human blood. The first visit 
which they paid to the town of Enniscorthy was 
attended with signal success ; mounted on horses, with 
their black caps on, they proceed to the principal 
streets ; the first hymn had a wonderful efiect ; the 
word fell powerfully on the crowds who heard, and 
some of the blessed fruits of that day's preaching, to 
my knowledge, continue to the present time. They 
seem to have had no interruption in £nniscorthy, but 
in Wexford, whither they proceeded, and where in 
like manner, they prosecuted their important work, 
they met some slight opposition. While Mr. Ouseley, 
was preaching in the latter town in the street, a man 
who was working on a scafibld pelted him with stones 
and rubbish ; a sturdy person who heard with great 
interest, not willing to allow the preacher to be inter- 
rupted or injured, ran to the ladder attached to the 
Fcafibld, and threatened to dash the unfortunate man 
down if he persisted ; but Mr. Ouseley interposed, 
and mildly said, **Let him alane^ for he knows not 
what he does." By an extract from a letter of Mr. 
Ouseley 's written to Dr. Coke, dated, Athy, January, 
14th, 1803, a judgment may be formed of their pro- 
ceedings through the year, of their diversified and 
ceaseless labours, the numerous places they visited, the 
mode of their ministrations ; the perils they encoun- 
tered; the treatment they experienced; and the 
gracious efiects which, in some instances, followed their 
])ious toils. 

<' I know you will be gratified at hearing from us. 
HVe are just setting out i^in, having taken a little rest, 
after our last tour, in which, 1 have the happiness to 
tpll you, our God whom we serve has been powerfully 
\yith us. We preached through t\ic^ c^^\i>Cv^% ^*l 
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Wicklow and Wexford, in most of the towns. We 
preached nineteen times in the streets of sixteen different 
towns, and in the houses, both in them and in the 
country. Both Catholics and Protestants have heard 
us with the deepest attention, and often with flowing 
tears. The priests, however, exercise great authority 
over them in this country, vet they heanl, and allowed 
it to be the truth, and wherever any of them would 
fain make any disturbance there were others to keep 
them quiet, several of them here and there seemed to 
have been much awakened. In Hacketstown, after 
mass, we went out to the cross with our caps on lis, 
I do not know, when my knees so trembled ; the street 
was full of people ; they made way for us through 
them ; and when we stood to preach, surrounded us 
in great crowds. The Priest came towards us, and 
the people seemed somewhat uneasy, but he passed by 
quietly, and they stood still; surely many hearts 
seemed powerfully to feel the force of divine truth. I 
had a letter since from that, saying, the people greatly 
wished our return ; and also, that the priest is using 
his every art, by threatenings, penances, kc, to deter 
his people from ever hearing us again. I dispersed 
many little tracts amount them, everywhere. In 
another little town, calledTPethard, (County Wexford,) 
there were two Catholic maid-servants where wie 
lodged ; one of them had taken a thought after the 
rebellion, not to sq to mass any more, and so went t^ 
church for a good while ; but when her friends found 
it out, aft^r using many ways, but in vain, to prevent 
her, they at last, by some art, got her to where they 
had a priest ; aft;er much counsel, &c., he gave her 
three guineas, which they had given him in order t6 
get her back to the mass; so thev for that time prevailed) 
when I went down to the kitchen, (as I generally do,) 
I be^an to speak to her, and she burst out into teitrs, 
as did the otner girl also, who was very bigotted before. 
Next morning, at prayer^ they both wept very ihucK; 
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and tne bigotted one was so affected, that we had to 
pray again with her; afterwards, I went up stairs, and 
overheard the two girto talking to each other, one 
adyisine the other to break off at once from the mass, 
and telhns each other how their hearts were penetrated. 
One of the two, the one that was bought off before, 
came after us four miles that night to preaching, and 
wept all the time, I know not how things have done 
since, but hope the Lord will water the seed ; another 
Catholic in another part, joined the society, and is 
holding on her way. I hope many more have 
received the seed of the kingaom ; but we had not 
time to wait and see. We preached in the midst of 
the streets of Wexford; the people were awed into 
the most uncommon attention ; and at night the house 
was filled, when we had deep attention and an appear- 
ance of much good. In snort, the Lord opened onr 
way all along 'till we came to Kilkenny ; but here 
indeed, they seemed bent upon murdering us in the 
streets: Brother Graham was not hurt, but I ^ot 
several bruises, yet they did me no great harm ; only, 
we had turned into the barrack I suppose we could 
not have escaped; you would imagme the whole 
town was in an uproar — such shouting and flinging 
of stones, &c« as was fearful to witness. The mayor 
and the commanding officer came forward and escorted 
us out of town, but they could hardly keep back 
the rabble ; some of them even went on, and from 
behind the ditches, after we cot away from the town, 
attempted to stone us a^in ; out they did us no harm, 
thanks to our God : I greatly pitied them, for they 
knew not what thev were doing; and, unless the gos- 
pel were thus publicly preachea, how should they ever 
see the light thereof. 1 wrote to the Catholic bishop, 
and laid the barbarity of his people before him, with 
some mild expostulations, and enclosed him a couple 
of the papers I distributed among the people. There 
has been good account from Connaught, and the 

11 ^ 
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County Glare. After our escape we preached again in 
the streets of Athy, and had a blessea time ; the priest 
is quite mad at his people for hearing us, but 1 am 
told they say they will come again. We are greatly 
worn down ; brother Graham had to keep his bed for 
some days after we returned to Dublin* Our families 
are there now ; our health is pretty good at present* 
We mean to be here this night and to-morrow. 
Brother Graham joins in love to you." — 

To me the above letter seems pregnant with interest|, 
not only as it describes the worx, and affords a picture 
of the man, but as it is the Jirst of a series of comma-' 
nications relative to the same important subject, reach* 
inff from January, 1808, to February, 1889. 

The grace of God, in the success attending the 
ministry of his servants at this time, is gratefully 
acknowledged in the address of the Irish to the British' 
Conference: "That gracious Providence, who has so 
highly favoured us hitherto, lias been peculiarly gra- 
cious to our connexion this last year ; for, aTthougb 
there was not so large an addition to our societies,, 
as in the year immediately preceeding, yet there was- 
a most blessed work indeed ; two thousand souls and 
upwards being added to our number; among whom 
were several of the poor Catholics, who were rescued 
from the errors of superstition and brought to worship 
God in spirit and in truth." 

Mr. Ouseley continued to travel in conjunction with 
Mr. Graham during the next year, and they are des- 
tined to go through the counties of Limerick, Tipperary,, 
Mayo, Ualway, and Clare. At the Conference 1804, 
they were, for the sixth time, appointed together^ 
Their field of labour, for that year, compri^ the 
Provinces of Connanght and Leinster, and they prose* 
cuted their work witn unabated zeal and energy^ 

Mr. Ouseley had for a long time felt the want of an 
additional n^eans of instruction in connexion with the 
)Nf«aching of the word ; the circulation of properly^ 
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selected tracts ftmong the people, as he travelled alon^, 
that they might he gnardea against the insidious attacks 
of emNT, and receive confirmation in the truths of the 
Goapel, which thej had heard, and by which many of 
them had in some degree been enlightened. He had 

ga occasion required,) written a letter to a Priest or 
ishop of the church of Rome, but it does not appear 
that be had yet published any tracts, either controTcrsial 
or otherwise, such as afterwards issued from his nen. 
Indeed, his incessant and anxious work, as a travelling 
missionary, left no leisure fur any thing of this kind. 
He however, happily conceived the character of the 
brief works whicli would be best adapted to the moral 
condition of the people. He had again and again, in 
former communications to the Rev. Dr. Coke, pressed 
him for a supply of tracts ; and, in a letter, dated, 
Dablin, August 1st, 1804, Mr. Ouseley points out the 
necessity of this means of instruction ; suggests the 
description of tracts which were suited to the wants, 
and even prejudices of the Irish ; and strongly, and 
warmly, reauests a supply for the purpose : — ^^ 1 would 
greatly wish that a number of well-chosen, dispassi- 
onate little tracts were sent to us ; (calculated by no 
means to irritate, but to carry conviction to the heart, 
and gently to remove error in a way of plain reasoning ;) 
I think ^Tillotson's sermon on Transubstantiation,' 
if carefully perused and abridged, would be very useful, 
leaving out every word that savoured of ill-nature, 
ridicule, or contempt, Ice. ; I do think it would greatly 
add to it, and render it still more useful, if, in the fore- 
going part of the same, the sinner's state and danger 
by nature and practice be laid down in as small a com- 
pass aa possible, together with the only way of his reco- 
very, and the steps to this ; salvation — repentance — 
£iitli in the Lord our Redeemer, and holiness of heart 
and life ; and to have these truths substantiated, not 
only by Scripture authority, in a few words, but also 
by m few quotations from some of the eminent fathers^ 
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and other Popish, Protestant, Calvinist or Disaentidg 
divines. I am sure an attempt of this kind would be 
grateful to our God, and, perhaps, of eyerlastin? pro* 
fit to numbers ; and I need not say how joytnllj X 
would do my part to spread them alone. I also thinly 
Mr. Wesley's * Popery calmly considered,' revised, 
and freed of some poignant expressions, would do good, 
if sold by our preachers through the kingdom. £ 
would gladly spread a tract on the necessity of reading 
and knowing the Scriptures, in order to obtain a 
knowledge of the divine mind, &c., with some lew. 
strong dispassionate arguments for its authenticic^, 
and some authority from the fathers, so called, to urge 
the reading of this blessed book ; I am almost sure it 
would be very profitable, and would make way for the 
spreading of bibles and testaments. May our Gkid stir 
up many to exert their talents in helping to disperse 
the gross and general darkness that has so long ovei^ 
spread the nations, and particularly our poor Ireland. 
We have to praise his holy name for those on each side 
the water, but especially on that, who are already 
moved toward this glorious work." 

Mr. Ouseley commences this year under hopefU 
impulses, and determines to visit those places where 
success had crowned their efforts the preceeding year; 
he says : — ^' We have delayed a few days longer than w|t 
expected ; we mean to set out for our destination to 
morrow, to Wicklow and Wexford first. Brother Gra- 
ham is blessedly recovered ; I hope we shall have a good 
year. This morning, before I awoke, I dreamt I was 
preaching and weeping over poor sinners ; I have oft^ 
found it so these five years past, wlien a work of God 
was about to take place, I hope our dear friends and 
brethren will, as I believe they do, continue to help as 
with their constant prayers. I heard of a few Catho-*. 
lies over here that were stirred up to read the bibleyj; 
hope the little hand will yet become a great cloud. t|L- 
few days ago, I was talking to a lady from the county 
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Kerry, a part that we only visited once, and that about 

two and a-half years since; she told me of two 

Catholics near the little village she lived in, who had 

turned from Popery when we were there ; one, a poor 

man, he is happy in God ; and bears up against a tiood 

ofperseontion; the other, a gentleman^ and is now a 

CMmatant churchman, though not so pious as the poor 

man. I hope many here and there that we know 

nothing of now will yet appear, and many, many in 

the day of the Lord. I hope to meet yours in Ennis- 

corthy. By a letter from Ross, received two days 

ago, I learn, that some, who were awakened when we 

were there, have joined the society, and are appearing 

to do well/' 

After visiting the counties of Wicklow and Wexford, 
they proceed to Carlow, Kilkenny, &c., where they 
are favoured with a very different reception from that 
which has been already mentioned by Mr. Ouseley. 
Now, both clergy and laity, to their honour, hail the 
visit of God's servants. Mr. Lanktree observes: — 

** We were now visited by the Irish Missionaries, 
Graham and Ouseley. Their preaching in the colliery 
was attended with the power of God ; prejudice and 
opposition were borne down by the influence of truth 
and love. In Carlow, whilst they preached in the 
street and chapel, the word of life was blessedly trium- 
phant* After I had read and explained the rules of 
our Society, and invited those who were convinced of 
sin to meet on trial, twenty persons gave in their 
names for that purpose. In Kilkenny, where the 
Missionaries were formerly ill-treated, they were now 
hononred. 

"The first person who attempted disturbance, was 
ordered into confinement, by Mr. Edmuns, the mayor. 
The pions clergy and church people, magnified the 
grace of God in hi« servants, wno preached in pubh'c 
Old private, enjoying the most ample protection, whilst 
'the word of the Irord h^d free course^ and was glo 
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rifled.' After their departure, « vestry meeting wjw 
held 5n St. Mary's Church, where a vote of thanks 
was voted to the mayor, which was afterwards puh- 
lished in the newspapers, for his manly and Christian 
conduct on that occasion.'' 

They laboured on through this year, and were gra- 
ciously acknowledged in every place. Some of the 
circuits were peculiarly visited by the power and pre- 
sence of God ; and the regular preachers rejoiced to 
recognize the band of the Lord accompanying his 
honoured servants in their evangeKcal and arduous 
toil. In the month of May, 1805, they paid another 
visit to that country, ** when several members were 
added to the Society." Mr. Ouseley, in a letter to 
Mr. Entwisle, (with whom, in the absence of Dr. 
Coke, he corresponded,) gives a brief statement, how 
the work succeeded that year. This letter was accom- 
panied with an account of expenses, in Mr. Ouseley's 
hand-writing, with a characteristic heading, which, 
though small in itself, I cannot suppress; and, as it 
gives indications of the deep impression on his mind 
of his peculiar call, I conceive it not unworthy of 
notice ; — " A list of expenses from the last Conference, 
in July, 1804, to the 18th of May, 1805, as incurred 
by Gideon Ouseley, minister of the Gospel to the Irish 
Catholics." The whole letter, an extract from which 
I give, while it expresses the utmost abhorrence and 
disgust for the dire system by which the dupes of 
Popery were deluded, breathes naught but kindness 
for those who were enslaved, and joy, at another and 
another being rescued from the foul Eionda^e. 

** We have returned" says Mr. Ouseley, *'from the* 
country to rest a little. We had much preaching in 
the streets these five weeks past. This is a fine time- 
to be preaching among the Roman Catholics ; they 
are still increasing in numbers, and in apparent good* 
will to hear us. I have had a letter from a tpwiv 
I had been in, and one from another little village^ 
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That from the former, says ; the Society increased ten 
or twelve afterl left them, six of whom were Romanists. 
In the latter place thirty had joined the morning I 
left ft; two were Romanists; the letter from it says, 
there is a great revival, and they are doing well. In 
another town, Carrick on Shannon, (county of Leitrim,) 
twenty-one joined the last morning I preached there ; 
Brother Graham was then in Boyle. In short, I can 
tmly say, the Lord was withns in all the towns, streets, 
and markets, and do hope much good is done. I 
thank yon for your letter. Please tell Mr. Butter- 
worth 1 received his letter, &c. I wrote twice to the 
Doctor, but perpaps he was so hurried ns not to have 
time to answer it, or if he wrote I did not get it. 
When I came home I was quite exhausted ; have been 
a little afflicted too; we are now recovered much, 
thanks to our God, and intend to go out next week 
again." 

We have hitherto seen the associated labours of 
Messrs. Onseley and Graham. For six years did 
they faithfully and incessantly pursue their toilsome, 
perilous, and prosperous course. The whole of the 
kinsdon, East and West, North and South witnessed 
, their Zealand rejoiced in the fruit which the great 
Head of the Church vouchsafed to their ministrations. 

The preaching of these faithful men was attended 
with like gracious results in every place. In many 
instances the Romish clergy themselves mixed with 
the listening multitudes, and heard, in silent wonder, 
the word of the Lord ; and when any of them inter- 
posed, as they sometimes did, to excite a lawless 
multitude against God's servants, and to disperse their 
congregations, — though they occasionally succeeded 
in their designs, yet, frequently, vain and impotent 
were their emsrts to prevent their flocks from hearing 
the tmth, when preached to them in the streets, in 
their own loved language. Not all their influence, 
though invested with the imposing robes of their order^ 
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claiming tbe authority, whioh infallibility and antiquity 
confer, — with the power to shut and open heaven- 
could prevent thousands and tens of thousands, from 
hearing the unadulterated Gospel from the lips of the 
Irish missionaries. And thus these indefatigable men 
went on in their hallowed work, receiving new eviden- 
ces, daily, of the validity of their call, and encouraged 
by cheering indications of the presence of their Divine i 
Master, in the protection of their persons by his 
providence, and the power of his spirit, in awakening 
and converting sinners by their ministry. For sever^ 
successive months, as may be perceived, did they deny 
themselves all the comforts ot home ; exposed to the 
rigours of winter, and the heats of summer, — subjected 
to numerous privations and hardships, and liable to 
indescribable persecutions and perils ; and such were 
their travels and preaching, — in the markets and fairs 
by day, and in chapels, preaching-houses, court-houses, 
and bams by night ; and frequently in tibe open fields, 
until the shades of evening*-that their brethren 
deemed it impossible they could long exist — that they 
must, under such wastmg and incessant exertions, 
become victims to their Godly zeal. With little 
variation, the tender address to the Trojan hero might 
have been adopted with regard to these servants of 
God. 

** For sure such labour length of lifb denies. 
And ye must fail your virtue's sacrifice.'^ 

But God saw far otherwise ; " For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways 
saith the LORD." The great Head of the Church, 
who had by his good spirit inspired them with an 
intense ardour for his own glory, and for the salvation 
of man, had also blessed them with a strength of con- 
stitution to endure varied and increasing toils through 
future times; Mr. Graham for nearly twenty — and 
Mr. Ouseley, in labours more abundant, for a period 
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of nearly forty years. The Conference deemed it 
expedient for the purpose of more effectually extending 
the work, to divide these men and unite each in his 
appointment with a missionary, who could only 
preach in the English language. By this judicious 
arrangement, the united brothers in the ministry, who 
had become attached to one another by a thousand 
tender and endearing reminiscences, are destined to 
feparate ; and must now move, and act in different 
spberes, in the same great and glorious enterprise. 

Yours, &c., W. R. 
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LETTER VIII. 

« 

Mr. Ouseley's appointment — Mr. William Hamilton — State of reli- 
gion in tlie metropolis — Missionary Progress — Persecntion at 
Carlow — Narrowly escapes with his life — Priestly oppression-^ 
Missionary exertions not confined to R(»man Catholics — Ultti 
Ouseley appeals for tracts — Instance of his mode of preaching — 
Scene in Drogheda — Encouraging openings in Carlow, Kilkenny^ 
&c. — Mr, Ouseley in his native province — Occurrences there-^ 
Sligo^Successful operations there — Address of the Conference 
— Brief sketch of Mr. Ouseley's mode of working — Interesting 
incident — Mr. Ouseley's visit to a nobleman — Preaching to tha 
Threshers — Conversions from Romanism — Great meeting in tlie 
village church of £asky« 

My dear Friend, 

Mr. Ouseley was next appointed with Mr Williain^ 
Hamilton, wiio was a faithful man ; well adapted tot 
the place which he had to fill, as a minister in the 
church ot Christ. His gifts were of a peculiar order, 
not easily delineated : he was simple, yet ingenious^ 
though cool and imperturbable himself, yet possessing 
great power over the passions, so that while enunciating 
truth, in the most artless strain, he would produce 
surprising effect on his audience; either in warning 
them against the dangerous consequences of sin, or 
winning them to the glorious end of gospel holiness., 
As a Scribe instructed into the kingdom of heaven, 
he brought forth out of his treasure things new and 
old. He was apt to teach ; patient, zealous, and per-^ 
severing. His discourses were attractive and edifyjng, 
and characterised by originality of thought } and lui^ 
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illustrationSy though Bomotimes quaint^ seldom failed 
to fix attention, and leave a lasting impression on the 
memory and the heart. You will nave an opportunity 
of forming a notion of his style and character, by two 
or three brief extracts from his letters, which shall 
by-and-by appear. Such was the man, who was to 
supply the place of Charles Graham,, in connexion with 
Mr. Ouseley : and we shall soon see the wisdom of 
providence in the appointment. 

From the details which have been made, and the 
progress of the mission in which Mr. Ouseley was 
engaged, you might naturally suppose, that consider- 
able effects were produced among all classes in the 
religious world. In some instances this was the case : 
many excellent men among the clergy were excited to 
a eodly emulation, who, far from regarding the work 
with an eye of jealonsv,. cordially and kindly held out 
the right hand of fellowship to the missionaries and 
the Methodist preachers. Several gratifying instances 
of this may be seen in the llev. Mathew Lanktree's 
Biographical Narrative, from which I have already 
quoted ; and, in connection with the name of Ouseley, 
I shall, in the progress of these details, take a further 
liberty, with that mteresting and excellent work. 

According to the statements of some pious persons, 
the character of religion in the Metropolis, at the 
}>e«rinning of this century, was lamentably low : and 
with very few exceptions, the country did not exhibit 
a much more cheering aspect. The Biographer of 
the Kev. B. W. Mathias places on record some facts 
in connection with the spiritual condition of the 
churches there, even when ^' some years of the present 
century had elapsed ; " accounts which I would not 
have ventured to originate, and which are here adverted 
to for no invidious purpose. A pious friend writing 
to Mr» Mathias, then a curate in a parish in the county 
of Down, draws a deplorable picture of the period of 
which we now speak ; he sa^'s, ^* You are aware that 
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* Mr. Hartley leaves Dublin ; who his BUCoeBsor may 
be, is nnkDOWDy and we can only hope that he may 
preach the Gospel, f Plunket Street, is a close chnrGb^ 
and the preaching in it is dogmatical declamation, ia 
favour of speculative points and forms, instead of 
upholding the great and essential truths of the Grospel. 

I Swift's Alley congregation have split on the esdehtial 
doctrines of the divinity and atonement. The Seceden 
of Mass Lane have no meeting house, and those d 
Back Lane no minister; and alas, the Gk)6pel ia 

II Mary's Abbey is not that Gospel under which vital 
religion can hope to fiourish ; it is too often preached 
as a mixed Gospel, and too often prophesieth smooth 
things; and as to all other dissenting housea, ghMS 
error binds the ministers and gross darkness the people* 
And if we turn our view to the Establishment where 
shall we find any thing of the Gospel, except in the 
liturgy and pravers Of the church ? Not one to testify 
the truth as it is in Jesus, save an occasional sennon 
from any Gospel minister who may visit the city, and 
perchance obtain a pulpit. Is not this a dreadiiil 
situation for so populous and wicked a city to be 
reduced to? And although we have been, and ai^ 
chastised for our sins by this sore visitation, yet wis 
trust the candlestick will not be utterlv taken away 
from us." § Mr. M. in a letter to Mr. Walker, about 
the same time, says: — ''I am anxious about the use 

* MoraTian mixiisier. f ladependent Chnreh. 

Z Baptiflt Church. (] Orthodox Presbyteriui Ghmeh. 

§ It IB a matter of regret that the correspondent of Mr. Matbiaa^ 
did not take a less desponduija^ view of the spiritual destitution of 
the churches in the metropoUlB. There may have been, Aough 
not pronouncing his shibboleth^ seven thousand men who had nek 
bowed their knees to Baal. At the period of which he qpeshs* 
there were more than eleven hundred in the Methodist society ; 
besides several large and commodious chapels, crowded with atten- 
tive and devout hearers, who statedly sat under the ministry of 
Messrs. William Smith, Charles Mayne, William Stewart, and 
other able ministers of the new Testament. 
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that shall be made of a place/' (the Bethesda,) ^' that 
has hitherto been the onli^ house in Dublin connected 
^ith the Establishment, in which the Gospel has been 
etatedlj preached, and which, I candidly confess, I 
should be very sorry to see changed from the plan on 
which it was originally opened." And when that 
eminent and deservedly popular minister took possession 
of his charge in the ^'Bethesda,'' 180^, the congrega- 
tion was very small, scarcely amounting to fifty per- 
sons. He was inhibited from preaching in the 
churches in Dublin. It was contrary to the positive 
directions of the then provost of Trinity college that 
any of the students snould attend the '^ Bethesda ; " 
and it was not until the year 1828, that Mr. Mathias 
was licensed by archbishop Mi^ee.^ The period re- 
ferred to was equallv barren as to public institutions 
for the instruction or the young, or for the diffusion of 
evangelical knowledge throughout the land. ^^ At the 
time Mr. Mathias and the Rev. W. Thorpe became 
chaplains of Bethesda, the only society m Dublin, 
which was connected with the Established Church, 
and seemed to have any care for immortal souls, was, 
'The society for discountenancing vice, &c.,' but at 
that time it excited comparatively little interest, and 
did not meet with the support it so fully merited, and 
which has since made it so useful." 

The Methodist Irish missionaries had now been for 
several years passing through evil report and good re- 
port, and in addition to the preachers on the regular 
cicnits, had created a spirit of enquiry, even when their 
instmmentality was not acknowledged. The Rev. 
G^rge Carrof Ross,and the Rev. Thomas Kelly were 
among the honoured names that favoured the Irish 
missionaries. Mr. Kellyy at this time, gave Mr, 
Oaseley several hundred copies of the tract, compri- 
sing extracts from the life and epistles of St. Peter, 

* See brief Memorial of Rev. W. B. BCathias, pages 149 and 228. 

i2 
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and several hundreds of useiul miscellaneous tracts, not 
less than 1,000 altogether, for the purpose of circoia- 
ting among the congregations which attended preaching 
in the streets. Mr. Carr, in like manner, g&ye a con- 
siderable number for the same purpose. These were 
considered of ereat importance hj Mr. Ouseley, and 
were received oy the croVds attending their ministry 
with the greatest eagerness, and read with delight. 

In a part of Leinster, south of Dublin, wonderfully 
gracious efiects followed the preaching of the word ; 
m one circuit alone, not less tnan one hundred joined 
society through the means of the missionaries, in a 
short time, many of whom were Romanists, and when 
converted, were not ashamed, in the midst of contu- 
mely and persecution, to acknowledge Christ. In one 
town, not less than half a score joined society. In the 
autumn of this year, Mr. Ouseley narrowly escaped 
with his life. He commenced preaching in the streets 
of Carlow on the Lord's day, before the time the 
Church congregation had reached the place in which 
he stood — the streets were filled with country labour- 
ers, who had, as is common in the south of Irelaiid, 
crowded into town to look for employment, with their 
reaping-hooks over their shoulders ; several rushed dn 
Mr. Ouseley, determined it would seem, to destroy 
him ; a friendly man, a saddler, near whose house he 
stood, opened the lower half door of his shop, and 
dragged him in from the mob. In a short time the 
military marched from church, when Mr. Ouseley re- 
commenced, and preached his sermon to an attentive 
congregation. A short time after this, in a letter to 
Dr. Coke, he speaks under circumstances of great 
encouragement concerning the numbers, both Protest- 
ants and Romanists, that had joined society in the 
south, and of thejjj^ stedfastuess in the faith. In a 
letter from him, in January, 1806, written from Cora- 
nary, near Cootehill, in the county of Cavan, he men- 
tions the vast crowds that thronged the streets to he» 
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a, and tbe eagerness which they manifested, in the 
kels and fairs after preaching, in receiving the 
ts which were scattered among them, and '^ though 
weather was so severe, it was surely pleasing and 
Dishing to see the vast crowds hearing, while the 
r, and sometimes, rain and snow descended upon 
1 ; and now,** Mr. Ouseley adds, " they are come 
Ills, that they can, calmly, and without the least 
pton of displeasnre^hear the most profound myste- 
and pecnliarities of their religion opened up and 
i0ed, supposing it to be done in love and tenderness/' 
were not so serions a matter, it really would be 
sing, to think of the mysteries which he would 
open up with ^' tenderness and love/' He would 
m with them, and they would bear it, that no frail 
Br or mortal man could create Christ of a bit of 
d — that it is all invention and finesse, to obtain 
sr, honour, and profit, and that no infoimed priest 
rved a single tittle of what he himself taught. 
I were the powerful arguments used by him on 
I occasions, and delivered in such a torrent of rea- 
ig, with tears streaming down his cheeks, that it 
iOBolutely irresistible. In one parish in the county 
Etvan, the priest oppressed the people by doubling 
** dueif" which they resisted, and although the 
lan Catholic bishop came to reconcile the matter, 
tiled in the attempt; the infection spread to an 
ning parish, and tne people cried out ^^ O that we 
the black-caps among us/' Many of them were 
ifraid to come at night to the houses where we 
;hed; and some of them were much affected* 
of them, a respectable man, having heard us 
ih in the market, on the impossibility of any crea- 
forgiving sins, brought a large bible, and the Pro* 
at Prayer Book, to prove their doctrine of Abso- 
1 ; but being satisfied concerning this and several 
' errors, he came at night to preaching, and heard 
word with tears/' 

i3 
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The exertions of Mr. Ouseley were not confined to 
the Roman Catholics, he aimed at confirming as well 
as enlarging and edifying the Societies of God^ people, 
and in this he was signally owned of God. *'*' In the 
town of Belturbet," he says, " a few days ago, we held 
six different meetings^ which engaged us from morning 
till £leven o'Clock at night ; at three of thesf we 
preached to vast congregations in the market-house; 
two were class meetings, anjd one a meeting for re- 
newing our covenant with .Go4 ; when the prea^ching 
house was so full that we could hardly get through tlbe 
people to the pulpit. The Lord was very present with 
us. After the Covenant, thirty joined the^ Society," 
Such were the incessant exertions of the brethren, that 
the letter to Dr. Coke, commenced by. Mr. Ouseley, 
on the 11th, could not be closed till4;hj9 17t^. Ala^I 
little do they know, who are ^joying their litejrafy 
ease, or their mere local and e,ven 'pasjto^al care/;^ 
what they have to pass tbrpugh, who ruii into every 
pen door, and cry, ** Behold the Lamb ! ^- !. l^appy ! 
happy toil] He resumes on the 17th :-t-" So. turned 
have we been in the Lord's work from t^e 11th, t^iat 
we scarcely have time to sit down to finish pur tetJteir 1 
We have had blessed seasons indeed. On Sunday, yre 
had large congregations : great numbers became mu<^ 
affected, and joined our Society ; among whom was. a 
Roman Catholic, who had heard me about five years 
ago in this country, having never lost the impressions 
which were then made on his mind. In short, much 
good is doing. By the vehement labours of the last 
row days, I am much cut down, but in a few days, . I 
hope I shall be fresh and strong again." While he felt 
confidence and joy in being associated with the good 
Mr. Hamilton, he mourned the absence of CnARLES 
Graham. " Brother Hamilton," he says "is finely, 
God be prased for him, (as brother Graham has been 
taken from me) I never saw a more indefatigable 
labourer than brother Hamilton." Such were the iur 
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increasii^ demandB on their time, that thej 
famad it impoflsible to reach Cork, which formed part 
of their sphere of faiboor ; Mr. Onseley is obh'ged to say, 
^ We euinot, I am sure, get to Cork district this year. 
Ifo^ do! we cannot supp^eyen the calls on the Dublin 



He again strennoualy nrged for some tracts, which 
woald tend to disabuse the minds of the poor Papists ; 
so dreadfuDy deceiyed by the dnplicity and penrersions 
of their spiritnal guides. ** Something strong and 
phin : — Our Lord's sermon^ with short plain notes, to 
scatter among the people, to enlighten and induce them 
to lead the whole Bible." Mr. Ouseley, as appears 
abore, directed his chief attention, to the Dublin dis- 
trict and its yicinity, during the remainder of the year ; 
among all chases and bj eyerj method, preaching 
Christ, as a gracious, present, and all-sufficient Sayiour. 
The first time I had an opportunity of hearing him, 
was about the eariy part of tne summer of this year, in 
eompanr with Mr. Hamilton. I had been led to con- 
oerre of Mr. Ouselej that he was an ardent, zealous 
inaOy who made persuasiye and impressiye appeals to 
the hearts of his hearers ; but I had formed a yery 
inadequate opinion of his character as a preacher. On 
the occasion referred to,' Mr. Hamilton had preached an 
excellent sermon in his own peculiar style, at the close 
of which, Mr. Ouseley stood up in the pulpit; he wore 
li» bbck cap, and otherwise, nis appearance was pecn- 
liarij strikmg; he seemed to be labouring under 
hoarseness, from recent cold, and from out-door 
preaching. This gaye his yoice a deep, sepulchral 
tone, which added, not a little to the solemnity of his 
address, and to the impression on the minds of his 
andknce. His words were, as well as I recollect, to 
the following effect : — ^ There is a moment in eyery 
man's life, in which, if he turn to God by repentance 
and fiuth, he must begin : that moment becomes the 
toming point for eternity. He must begin some year 

i4 
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of his life, — some month in that 7ear,«*^me le^ in 
that monthy — some day in that week, — some hour in 
that day, — some minute in that honr, — some moment in 
that minute. 'Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation." This formed 
the basis, of a most forcible and convincing argunent, 
in which he urged with great power, on his congrega- 
tion, the danger of not immediately submitting them- 
selves to God. 

The rest of the time, till the ensuing Conference, was 
filled up in the same manner as described in the letter 
to Dr. Uoke, and the Great Head of the church abun- 
dantly favoured his servants. *' While on the Drc^heda 
circuit, as well as in other, circuits," — Mr. Onseley 
says : — *' We preached constantly both iu streets and 
houses, we have had large ccmgregations • and great 
multitudes of Romanists, who appeared to hear with 
much attention. The Priests in Drogheda do not say a 
word against us. On the market day we preached' in 
three different parts of the market, to attentive multi- 
tudes, and in the evening in the Tholsel.'^ 

Here, a novel scene was exhibited. — Any one ac- 
quainted with the town of Drogheda, knows that it 
abounds with beggars, — and now, Mr. Ouseley pub^ 
lishes that he will preach a sermon, in the street, to the 
beggars, on the morning of his departure from the 
town. (This was forty years before the school for the 
'* Ragged boys,'' in London, had an existence.) Great 
multitudes of beggars attended; they stood next the 
preacher, and a vast crowd assembled outside, anxious 
to know what kind of sermon would be delivered on 
the occasion. Mr. Ouseley took for. his subject, the 
history of the rich man and Lazarus. God was mani- 
festly present and gracious ; and greater showers of 
tears were shed than at any other meeting, both by the 
poor paupers, and those around. Mr. Ouseley retired 
under the blessings of the poor creatures, who had so 
eagerly heard the word of the Lor^* ^ 



1 
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The iafforts of the missionaries were also greatly and 
extensiTely blessed in other places, immediately after 
this. In the counties of Cariow and Kilkenny, parti- 
cnlarly, so epreat vfss the impulse produced, that the 
people came from distant places ; some seven, ten^ and 
even twenty miles, to attend the meetincrs, which were 
held by them. Not less than two hundred, in one fort- 
night, came forward to join society. In Cariow the 
chapel conld scarcely contain the people, who thron^red 
from all quarters to attend a Love-feast, in speaking- 
pf which Sir. Ouseley says ; *^ We had a glorious time 
— truly this circuit seems to liilb up its head." 

In the city of Kikenny, the mob were very much 
disposed to create disturbance ; but they were deterred 
by the presence of the military, and the interposition 
of the chief magistrate. They, for three successive 
day's, preached in the streets, not less than seven ser- 
mons in all. ** For the first time," says Mr. Ouseley, 
" I laid siege to popery every day.*' A little after 
this, he met with ruffian treatment in the town of Gran- 
ard, for which the assailant, a man named Caulfield, 
was sentenced to imprisonment. Here notwithstand- 
ing, the word was with power ; and several joined so- 
ciety. **' Often,** says Mr. Lanktree, *^ has my soul been 
roused by the unquenchable zeal, and abundant la- 
bours, of these men of God, especially Mr. Ouseley, but 
never more so than on the morning after this trial. 
He had been published to preach at six o'clock in the 
chapel, but at five, I was surprised to hear singing 
in the street; when I arose and went out, he was ad- 
dressing a considerable number of labourers, who were 
standing with their spades waiting to be employed. 
After an appeal to their hearts, in their own language, 
hefiilfilledhis appointment in the chapel. Often, in tlie 
course of a day s ride with him, have I witnessed the 
same aptness to teach ; ^ instant in season and out of 
season : ' mstructing the poor Irish, was Oideon Ouse- 
ley 'a element and cfelight.'* 

i5 
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Well might the Irish Conference, in its address to 
the British, state : *^ In many parts of this country, 
much ^ood has been done the last year, through. the 
preaching of the word. A spirit of hearing has been 
excited in the minds of people of almost all descriptions ; 
insomuch that no inconveniences of time or situa- 
tion could prevent hundreds in various, places, from 
assembling m the streets, to hear the Gospel of Christ. 
These are encouraging openings, which, if followed up 
in the spirit attendant on the sacred ministry, will, we 
doubt not, be productive of the greatest benefit to 
mankind." 

After Mr. Ouseley leaves the Dublin district, which 
happened in July, the sphere of his active and unceas- 
ing exertions, for the next few years, was his native 
province, where, in times gone by, he had gone forth 
"weeping, bearing precious seed," — where he was 
beloved and honoured, and where the most tender 
recollections were cherished of the scenes in which he 
had been the principal actor. He was called by some 
in that country by a very expressive title, " Sheeda no 
var " (the silk of men,) in allusion, not only to his 
name, which was in Irish Sheeda Ouseley, but as 
illustrative of his character. llie Rev, William 
Cornwall, who has been, for more than thirty years, an 
efficient Irish missionary, was his son in the gospel, 
and tells some interesting things concerning his 
preaching at that time. The effects produced by his 
preaching were surprising: sometimes, during his 
sermon, the congregation would, as by a sudden ipfi*; 
pulse, simultaneously rise from their seats, fall poetrate 
on their knees, and with strong cries and tears, pray 
to the Lord Jesus Christ to have mercy on them. Mr, 
Cornwall speaking of the first visit which Mr. Ouselej 

?aid to his father s house, about six miles distant from 
)unmore, says : — ^^ The first time I had the privilege 
of seeing him^ was in a class which was met in my 
father's house. When I wi^ informed by a person 
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me, that it iras Mr. Ouaelej, the meniion of hig 
e had a wonderful effect on my mind, so that I 
. tears incessantly. W hen he prayed in the meeting, 
[t still more powerftdly affected, bat when, after 
meeting, he came and shed tears over my head, 
umingO my child ! O my child ! my heart was 
,&k» The anticipation of future good then mixed 
iorrow with joy« From that hour^ his appearance^ 
pra^en^ his ew^in^j his preaching^ and ail I saw 
do had a wonderful effect upon me/' Sometime 
re the appointment of Mr. C. to a circuit, he was 
instrument of the happy conversion of Mr. John 
eley, father of the subject of this memorial. Mr. 
eley, used to remark, Mr. Cornwall was his own 
in the Gospel, and his own father was Mr. Corn- 
's son. Mr« Ouseley had resided in Siigo, some 
! before his beine called wU to travel^ he had now 
pleasure of visitmg the scene of his earlier' pious 
ts, and his heart rejoiced that he had not run in 
, neither laboured in vain. The counties of Mayo, 
wnmton, Leitrim, and Sligo, especially, invited, in 
esMon, to labour. But, in the town of Sligo and 
eighbourhood, the word was wonderfully success- 
tne missionaries not only preached in the streets 
lanes of the city, but held field-meetings, to which 
t multitudes were attracted ; and many brought 
saving knowledge of the truth. Even when the 
ther turned out unfavourably, they held prayer- 
tings until the shades of evening obliged them 
rtire. In these meetings they were ably assisted 
the Rev. Mr. Caldwell, of Sligo, a devoted 
later of the Presbyterian Church. This pious man 
Id remain until near night, even under descending 
, praying with penitents crying for mercy. ** As to 
wrork of Grod here," says Mr. Ouseley, " I do not 
n rightly how to describe it ; but this I say, the whole 
itry seems moved.* * * * * It is only eternity will 
fbat the Lord has done lately among us." Speak- 
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ing of a Love-feast, that was held shortly after one of 
these Field-meetings, he says ; *^ I am just come from 
the meeting this moment — one of the most glorioim, 
perhaps, you or I ever saw. After ahont one hours 
speaking, the whole house, crowded as it was, from end 
to end, hroke out into one hurst of prayer and praise^^ 
the cries of penitents and the praises of believers minr. 
eled, were most delightful to those ' who know the 
joyful sound.' Not less than thirty souls it was supposed 
were at this time, brought into the enjoyment of 
the Divine favour." Abundant blessings accompanied 
the missionaries in their work, in other parts of tbft 
kingdom; but Mr. Ouseley's ministry was most sie^ 
naliy owned of God. The address of the Irish to the 
British Conference, speaks in the language of rejoicings 
— '^ In our former address, we declared our expecta- 
tion, that we should be blessed this year, with a pow-> 
erful visitation from the spirit of the Lord ; and, thanks 
be to God, we have not been disappointed. On varioi;». 
circuits there has been an ingathering ; and what we 
think of far more importance, many have been turned 
to the Lord. In speaking of the prosperity of Zion, 
we would not pass over in silence our beloved mission 
naries, whose labours the Lord remarkably owns; a 
considerable number, through their instrumentalityr 
have been brought from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God: many classes hav^ 
been formed by them: — and mav God prosper their 
way more and more." The Fatners and Brethren in 
England, answer in the language of congratulation .:^ 
'^ In the success of the missionaries, we greatly rejoice, 
and congratulate you, on the pleasing prospect which 
opens before you, we doubt not, dear brethem, your zeal 
in this glorious cause, nor shall our prayers be wanting; 
in your behalf, that your labours in this blessed undi&r- 
taking may abundantly prosper. Even so, Lord. 
Jesus, Amen !" 
As from the numerous and important public' en- 
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gagemcnts, which constantly engrossed the attention, 
and occupied the days and nights of Mr. Ouseley, it 
might be naturally supposed, that neither leisure, nor 
strength remained for those, which might be considered, 
as mmor duties. It may not be unnecessary here, in 
order to a more correct knowledge of his character, in 
this respect, to give such a brief sketch of his mode of 
working, agreeing, as well with this period of his mi- 
nistnr, as every other part of it, before and after. The 
children and young people were the objects of his 
anxious care. This may be said also, of those who 
laboured in connection with him. They would cause 
them to commit to memory portions of the Holy 
Scriptures, and of our hymns ; and have little reward- 
books given them for their encouragement. As we 
have already seen, great quantities of tracts were dis- 
tributed, and innumerable copies of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures were put in circulation among all classes. Mr. 
Onseley was furnished with supplies for this purpose, 
by friends in Dublin, and by grants from the •* Incor- 
porated Society ;" — and they were bought up with the 
greatest eagerness by all descriptions or persons. 
**More good news," says Mr. Ouseley, "The poor 
Romanists buy up the Testaments, in a manner, as fast 
as the Protestants ; we have not one now. O hasten, 
hasten! let us have the books which we requested 
from the Book-Room, with the Bibles and Testament.^. 
The places that did not get them are ciying out." 
The most beneficial results followed these efforts every 
where, among young and old ! A spirit of enquiry was 
created,^ and a growing interest excited for the truth 
as it is in Jesus. This is conveyed by Mr. Ouseley to 
his friend Mr. Lanktree, in strong terms. 

"We have now got 500 Testaments within these 
few months. We had scarce one of them, and about 
seventy more that we had with us from Dublin, when 
the last parcel arrived. The Lord bless you for your 
exertion in procuring them, and the Incorporated So- 
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ciety for giving them ! Surely it was a charity which 
only eternity will fiiUy disclose. To have the word of 
God in the hands of so mnny who lately lay in dark-^ 
ness — Oh, how hlessed ! These three things, oat of 
many, are the consequences. 1st. I suppose about 
one hundred of the youth are getting select parts by 
heart for us, thus sounding the word of God in the 
families^ day by day. Surely this must have a s^ood 
effect. 2nd. I'he grown people who hear us, read the 
Scriptures, and are reading, too, the doctrines we 
preach in the book of God. Thus their prejudices are 
removed^ and they yield with trembling hearts HQd 
flowing eyes to the truth, and lead new lives to the 
glory of God. 3rd. The Romanists get some, and 
whether the Priests will or will not, they read together, 
and compare them at times with the Houav Testament 
They begin to find that the Protestant Testament is 
not false, as was represented, the substance of both 
being much the same, and then say, the Testamoit 
alone is right." 

Mr. Handilton says: — "There is a great spirit of 
inquiry among them. They know us every where, and 
we are the conversation of town and country. Upon 
the whole, the devil is not likely to get near as many 
souls from this country as he expected. Some of our 
new members are yery happy and useful: our own 
souls are greatly comforted among them. There m 
much good doing among the children in eyery place* 
which, I think, will never be forgotten. A Curate in 
Easkey is zealously on our side." 

Nor were these the only means resorted to by Mr. 
Ouseley, — he never seemed to cease or tire — by his col- 
loquial addresses, as he travelled, or where he so- 
journed, he found easy access to all classes of persons, 
and introduced subjects connected with their best 
interests, to all with whom he met. Whenever or 
wherever he had the opportunity, he might be said* 
never to have failed in improving it. In this respeoly 
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1 belieiTe»1ie was seldom equalled, and never surpassed. 
His power was sinealar^ and his success extraordinary. 
He adapted his observations, with apparent ease and 
fkcflHj, and without offence, to all ranks, employments, 
haUtSy and prejudices, and in every case, would, with 
admirable force, convey instruction to the under- 
standing of the several kinds of persons with whom 
he conversed. You could not form a just estimate of 
the character and talent of Mr. Ouseley as a missi- 
onary, if this peculiarity were overlooked. This spe- 
cies cyf instruction was practised in all his travels, and 
m all the circles of society in which he moved. He 
wooM express himself on the important subject of his 
mission, to the merchant in his office, or the man 
of science in his study ; to the professional man, or 
the military officer ; to the farmer at the plough, or 
casting in the seed; or the set of workmen m the 
field or peat- bog; to the group of idlers at the smith's 
ferge, or collecting round him at the turnpike gate, — 
the peer or the peasant, — the lady in her drawing-room, 
or the servant maid in the kitchen ; all seemed alike 
aooessible to him ; no difficulty would obstruct ; no 
rank prevent his attempts to do good in this way. 
Ail appeared to be impressed by the justness of his 
mmarks and the force ot his reasonings ; illustrated as 
diey were, by figures most appropriate, and familiar 
to the parties, and best adapted to their views and 
habits. As an evidence of this, on such occasions, 
generally speaking, all business was suspended by the 
persons whom he addressed. 

Some of his conversations in this way, 1 have already 
noticed ; here I will call your attention to two exam- 
ples, which prove my representation. Coming up, one 
fine summer's day, with a number of men cutting 
|ieat: — ** What are ye doing boys,?" said he. — *• We 
He cutting turf," they answered. Mr. O, " Sure you 
dont require them this fine weather ?" — " No sir," they 
antweredy ^ we dont want them now ; but we'll want 
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them in the cold days of winter, out here, and in the 
long nights.'* Mr. O, — " And ye fools, wont it be time 
enough to cut them when ye want them ? Let winter 
provide for itself," *' O muisha, sir," answered they 
again, '' It would be too late then I ** Mr. Ouseley^ 
moral on the subject will be easily understood; he 
urged upon them the need of a present salvation to 
make them happy here, and give them a preparation 
for a long eternity. 

When I last resided in Dublin, a pious gentleman* a 
friend of mine, was exceedingly anxious about the sal- 
vation of a noble friend of his ; he frequently com* 
plained to me that he could get no clergyman to go 
with him and visit his dear old friend. Lord— — ^to speak 
to him about his soul ; although on the very borders 
of eternity. *' I had a promise" he said one day, *' from 
* B — that he would come with me ; but six months 
have elapsed, and he has not fulfilled his promise — ha 
is like every one else : — afraid of his Lordship,— Oh I 
will nobody come with me, to see my dear Lord — ^1*11 
tell you tohatl I'll go to Gideon ; he's in town ; ke^Ucmm 
with me." The gentleman seemed quite relievedi^ 
went off to Mr. Ouseley, and took him, in his carrfla^ 
to the mansion of the noble Lord. The object of 
their visit was briefly hinted by the gentlen^an, Mr* 
Ouseley, very affectionately and respectfully urged, 
upon his Lordship, the indispensable necessity of prepar« 
ing for an eternal world. ** Mr. Ouseley," replied bis 
Lordship, <' public business must be attended to'; and 
we have no time for these things." Mr. O, rejoii^ed^ 
** But my Lord, we must have time to die, and we 
should be prepared for that inevitable event." 'S(ia 
Lordship said, '' and what am I to do Mr. Ouseley ? * tQ 
which he replied, ''There is the New Testament ;.U 
contains the will of the Lord Jesus Christ, and tells ypa 
what you are to do, my Lord. '^ But, Mr* O. tfaeraaoei 

^ An emicent cleigyman of tho Establishment. 
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manjAiiiipi in thai book which I can nndentand; and 
that I admire : I nniit confcM, however, there are other 
tfaiiiga I cannot Agree with*'' ^* Ah I my Lord, that 
w3I nerer do. What if jonr Lordship had a case 
nbiniUcd to yon bj an indiTidnal, for an opinion ; 
and after your opinion had been drawn np with the 
tttmoat care, and legal accnracj, he would say : — 
** Why any Lord, t£re is part of this 1 like pretty 
well, but with other Darts I cannot agree ; what would 
yoa My my Lord f * Ah ! I perceive your meaning ; 
we mast receive the whole as a revelation from God." 
Exactly so, my Lotd« — ^Take up that hook^ leliete 
what it nys, and do what it commands ; and yon will, 
my Lord, be prepared by his mercy, for the hour of 
death, and for tne day when the Great Judge shall 



'^ And as he reasoned of riffhteonsneis, temperance, 
and a judgment to come, Felix trembled : "—The 
nobleman expressed his feelings of gratitude to Mr. 
Onseley, and invited him and his friend to dinner. 
Tbey obeyed, but Mr. Onseley not losing sij^ht of the 
primary object of his visit, treated his Lordship with a 
futfaftdnets to which he had been whoUv unaccus- 
Umed^ Whether any beneficial result followed, we 
cannot tell — we can only hope. 

^ TIm day of jodgmeat shall declare.'' 

Daring the vears, 1806 and 1 807, considerable aeita^ 
tion and troubles prevailed through the province, which 
made it dangerous to travel. A body of nocturnal 
legislators, calling themselves ^ Threshers," infested the 

eoontry. They were organised for the purpose of puttine 
down tythes, and reducing the dues of the Romish 
Priests. They committed numerous depredations, and 
ipread terror all around. In the midst of these alarms, 
God took special care of his servants ; who, nothing 
daunted, painBed through scenes of tumult, and never 
eeased to preach the doctrine of the kingdom of peace. 
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publicly and privately witnessiDg the glorious efi 
of their ministrations. Even, the people, who 
received the missionaries into their houses, had bee 
terrified ; and came to the resolution not to allow t 
to continue their visits : Mr. Ouseley urged his 
among them and dispersed their fears ; and not < 
retained his ground, but actually preached in the i 
to crowded congregations of the ** Threshers " tl 
selves. 

A party of them, on one occasion, slightly dams 
Mr. Ouseley's mare, but they never inflicted an inj 
on himself; on the contrary, they warned the p] 
not to dare to meddle with Ouseley any more, at 
peril. In a letter written about this time, Mr. 
says : — *^ I must not omit a circumstance that occu 
as I came through the mountains home, after preacl 
at night in a new place* The couple where I 
lodged, told me, that the preachers could • not o 
there any more, for they were afraid of the Thresh 
My grieved soul complained to the Lord against Sa 
who wanted to turn us out. Next morning the ] 
pie came again together. We wept under the n: 
ings of divine grace, and then four or five bouses n 
open to receive us. From that, before I tasted foo 
rode ofi* to another place, and gathered the people, . 
manists, and Protestants, While I yet preacl 
through the power of Grod's hoiy word and Spirit, 
outcry began. Among the rest, a respectable Hon 
ist cried out and prayed most vehemently. A 
the meeting, when I was settling houses to receive 
Sligo preachers, as it was on their circuit, he sp 
out, and said, ^ come, sir, two days in the week to 
house, and welcome, indeed.' * O,' said I^ * only 
the priests that are ready to eat you up, many of ] 
would do so.' * The Priests !' said he,^ indignantly, 
don't care a straw for the Priest ; not I, indeed.' 
preached here on Saturday, and on Tuesday last ii 
fair, in the mountains, among the Threshers. TI 
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g^ve me thoggaDdfl of blessiiiffB. The harvest— -the 
eresi banrett, will jet come!' In another letter Mr. 
Ooaeief describes his efforts amongst the yonng to 
promote Scriptoral instruction ; his unwearied perse- 
vennoe ia bringing lost souls to Christ, notwith- 
stand ifjg the opposition of the Romish clergj, and his 
joj at the gracions indications of prosperity. 

^ 1. Then we are getting all the single people we 
can, with the children, to commit the lIo\j Scriptures 
to memory, which they do with great pleasure. One 
boy said a part of a chapter who does not yet know 
the letters. 

^2« The Lmrd favoured me with witnessing many 
conversions in several places, and, blessed be his name, 
we had lively meetings everywhere — many weeping, 
and many shoutine the praises of Grod ; and that, too, 
amidst such troublesome times ! Halleluiah ! 

*^ In one place, where ten or twelve of the Roman- 
ists had joined Society, the Priest, a great drunkard, 
came among them. This cruel kite came, and greatly 
terrified and scattered them ; threatening to curse — 
yea, to make the very hair to fail off their head ; and, 
when dying, not give them the * seal of Christ ' Tthe 
ointment!) and then, what would they do? But wnen 
I came again, I ran into their cabins, and, poor thin^, 
they spraajjr towards me, with their eyes dancing with 
joy and affection. 

'^ I preached them a sermon on false prophets ; the 
Lord greatly blessed it to the congregation ; two souls 
professed to have obtained converting grace, and all 
wene greatly moved. *0 the Priest — the PrieBt!* 
cried one in Irish, * why is he hindering us from ali this 
comfort and sweetness V Next morning again, I had 
a large bam well filled, and surely it was heaven upon 
earth ! The first that fell on her knees was a Roman 
woman, which affected the whole house. She was 
soon released from her burden, and praised God aloud. 
Th^n a Protestant young woman felt exquisite distress^ 
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and wflB blessedly comforted. Thetiexttrajsafiotnuii* 
isty who roared nrom the disqnietiide of his soul ; after 
a little time his heart got lignty and he glorified God. 
Then a Protestant man cried to €h>d most piteonslji 
and soon found peace and pardon, and so on, till I snp 
po&d more than half-a^lo^en in a fow moments were 
made to rejoice in the Lord. *0/«aid a converted 
Protestant, m Irish^ ' Qed is dealine finely and fairljr^ 
for he is giting ns one about of each sort/ ^ O/ said 
the Romanisti^ * the Priest may talk on ; that is all 
hell have for it." 

Thus wc see, the Lold designed to smile on his own 
trork ; persons of all ranks andcreeds became subject to 
the faitn; new societies were formed; numerous con- 
gregations established; places of worship erected^ 
anclmanv families openea their houses for the recep 
tion of the regular preaches. The Missionaries now 
rejoiced, to see themselves rewarded with the spoils of 
the enemy ; while many united themselves to the Lord 
in a perpetual covenant. Oreat numbers of lioman 
Catholics became savingly converted^ and were per' 
manently joined to the society. Their children were 
now instructed in the volume of their faith : reading 
of the Scriptures, and family-worship carried on where 
they had been totallv unknown — ^the most noted sin- 
ners were convertea ; and even some of those, who^ 
until lately, had known nothing of the power of reli'' 
^on, became helpers together with God's servants; 
mstructing those who were out of the way. In refer- 
ence to one of these, a person of respectability, Mr. 
O. remarks, ^^He now elhorts and prays most 
vehemently in Irish and English," and again, "We 
have two fine fellows that lay buried in these villages, 
now all on fire^ and helping us most valiantly. One 
of them who was a Romanist, and public catechist 
for the Priest, is very expert at the Irish. God is 
greatly acknowledging their labours; many more are 
beginning to break forth in prayer. — Hallelujah r^ 
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exdtnM he, ''more nid more are eomiiig to our 
RgdwfTy both in town and country > The ^od work 
19 p w w p e ring m oor hands, *all glorj to him to whom 
it heloBga,' the moil atrodoos smners arc brought to 
the iwt of the Redeemer.^ In one phce, where the 
e i e igjinan of the parish was rerj mroiirable to the 
serr an ta of the Lord, and esteemed them in love for 
Aeir work's sake — they obtained the use of the Parish 
CIrareh fiyr one of their meetings. '' We have had," 
says Mr. O, ** a great meeting in the Church of a 
Tillage ealled Easfcy, and the presence of the Lord 
waa with as. Gfery to hb namel Two sermons were 
pffiMhed We had a noise and a shaking on erery 

New saoMs of hbonr now open, throoghont the 
itry, to the eirenit preachers, who foster the ^'- 
s work, and gaard and edify the body of Christ; 
wUle Mr. OldeoD Onseley prosecutes an aggressiye 
warfcie into the regions bejond; not seeming satisfied 
mtfl erery portioB of terntoir, from the Irish sea to 
Ab Western ocean, dhoold be in subjection to the 
Priaea of peace. 

Yours, ke., W. R. 
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LETTER IX. 

Mr. Ouseley distinguished as an Irish Mismonary — Messrs. Bell 
and AKsom — Street-preaching at Naas — Interesting effects of, 
' on a clergyman of the Established Church — ^Useful ministry 
• and triumphant death — Mr. Andrew Taylor — ^In great peril- 
Heroic conduct — Mr. Bell in Kilworth — Effects of Street* 
preaching — Mrs. Carey — Mr. Ouseley appointed to Galway and 
Clare — Suffers under severe illness — Induced hy lying in a wet 
lodging — Extract of a letter descriptive of his fe^ings — Kind- 
ness towards his Colleagues — Sleep on the lolt — Sustains peise^ 
cution — Assaulted by a Priest — Letter on thb subject from Mr. 
Hamilton — Sympathy and liberality of the English, to Irish 
Missions — ^Mr. HanuHon no longer able to bear the hardships 
of the Mission — Strong affection tor Mr. Ouseley — High opimen 
of the Conference respecting Mr. Hamilton — L<mg and honov- 
able career and triumphant close — Great discouragements of 
Mr. Ouseley next year — Explores new places — Great success — 
Singular cenveitsioa of a persecutor in class-meeting — Mr. 
Ouseley preaches in the street of Burrisokane — Reception in 
that town — Forms a society there — Extraordinary exertions 
during that year — ^Testimony of Conference relative to Missions 
— Various and prodigious labours of Mr. Ouseley deserving oi 
special notice. 

Mt DEAR Friend^ 

Although the honoured name of Gideon Ouseley 
stands most distinguished in the annals of Irish Mis- 
sions, there were others too, who were great, and 
eminently useful. The blessing of God was upon the 
efforts of his faithful servants in other places also, 
which would deserve to be recorded, did our limits 
admit of it ; but I shall select a few cases which satis- 
factorily show, **That the hand of the Lord was with 
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them; and a great number believed and turned to 
the Lord." 

Messrs. Samuel Alcorn and James Bell, appointed, 
abont this time, to the Dublin distriet, entered with 
great zeal and diligence on their arduous nndertaking. 
Throughout the Province of Leinster, they preached 
in the streets on the Lord's-day, and on other days, in 
the markets and fairs, with great faithfulness and power. 
Mr. Bell was a man of peculiar simplicity ; remark- 
able for his sweetness and devotion ot spirit ; he loved 
his country and wept over its miseries ; and sought to 
lead its erring children from darkness to light. He 
preached in the Irish tongue with fervour and effect* 
Very often he did more to convince gainsayers, of the 
truth and power of the religion of Christ, and disarm 
his persecutors, when under their savage treatment, by 
dropping the tear of pity for his enemies, and gently 
wiping die blood and gutter off his face, than by the 
strength of argument or the force of persuasion, Mr. 
Alcorn preached only in English, but was an excel- 
lent preacher. To mental gifts, of a superior order, 
he added a popular address and great fluency of ex- 
pression; and what gave considerable effect to his 
ministration was, his having a fine voice, and being 
able to sing our hymns wim taste and judgment ; a 
matter of no small importance to an Irish Missionary. 

In the Autumn of 1806, Messrs. Alcorn and Bell, 
as at other times, preached in the streets of Naas, a 
principal town in the county of Kildare, on which 
occasion, the Rev. John Isaac Harrison, the clergyman 
of the parish, and master of the diocesan school, was 
among their hearers. Mr. H. a gentleman of accom- 
plished mind, was possessed of more than common 
talents, and ranked among the most celebrated pulpit 
advocates, on behalf of charitable institutions in the 
metropolis, previous to the days of Kirwin. Mr. 
Alcorn's subject was founded on Matt ix. 37. 38. — 
^ The harvest truly is plenteous," &c. The word of God 

K 3 
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was accompanied to the heart of Mr. H., he felt that 
with all his endowments, he was an unpardoned sinner 
before God, and must, in order to be saved, enter into 
the kingdom of heaven as a little child. He '^ was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision." He came forward 
to Mr. Alcorn, and, under deep emotion, said: — ''I 
am a cler^man of the Established church, but, alas ! 
though I have been a minister for twenty years, I am 
one of those idlers whom I have heard described in the 
sermon." He then kindly invited the preachers to his 
house, and after Mr. Bell had preached a second sermon, 
they accompanied him home. A large company of 
ladies and gentlemen were engaged at the card-table, 
when they entered the drawing-room. Mr. H. intro- 
duced Messrs. Alcorn and Bell as Methodist preachers 
whom he had heard in the street. The cards were 
soon laid aside; after a short interval of silence, a 
reasonable conversation entered on, and the bible in- 
troduced. Mr. Alcorn was requested by Mr. H. to 
sing the hymn by which he had been so deeply affected 
in the street. 

*' From Salem's gate, advancing slow. 
What object meets my eyes ? 
What means this majesty of wo ; 

What mean these mingled cries I " &c. 

During the singing of the hymn every face was suf- 
fused with tears, and every heart heaved with contri- 
tion. It was sung a second time, with like effect; 
while Mr. Alcorn engaged in prayer, the penitent 
spirit of Mr. Harrison laid hold on Christ, as his 
only Saviour — He gave " up every plea beside,*' 

<< Lord, I am damned, but thou hast died." 

And received the witness of his acceptance with God 
through Christ Jesus; and to the glory of the .grace 
of God, this delightftil consciousness he retained unj^ 
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lie eidmiged mortalitjr for life. The whole family 
Booo puticipated in his joj) and became heirs together 
of the grace of life* His parish felt the benefit of 
this hafmr chai^ in his future pions exertions. Mr. 
Harriaon 8 career, from this time, was short : in 
about two years and a half after this scene, he caught 
ferer in Tisiting one of his parishioners, and in three 
weeks, dkd in the full triumph of faith. The intro> 
ductioa here of a short letter from him to Mr. Alcorn 
wili be permitted, as it shows the effects of his gra- 
fdons chai^ :— 

**I wonm haye been glad to have seen you and 
you* &mi]y on your way to your circuit, and am 
mdier jealons that you did not so contrive your journey, 
18 fo gire us one night in Naas. What pleasure equal 
to the conversation of a man devoted to the service of 
God ! I reckon that a blessed day in which I met 
widi such. Your advice to continue my sabbath««ve- 
ttlng meetings, by the grace of God, I shall take ; and 
eternal thanks be to God, it is a day that always 
letnnis with additional pleasure and internal comfort 
to my soul. O may 1 be the humble means of saving, 
if but one soul, from the pains of eternal death. We 
have been in expectation of seeing the preachers that 
succeed you in this district. We should unremittingly 
* pray the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
Uboarers into his harvest' Should I be within a few 
miles of you I hope to p^ you a visit. When you 
write to Mr. Bell and Mr. Olliffe, please remember to 
give my love to them.*' 

A few days after his lamented death, Mr. Alcorn 
received the following letter from his son, the Rev. 
John Harrison: — ^^The public papers must have an- 
nounced to you, the decease of one who was your son 
in the Okwpely my dear father. He knew that by 
grace he was called from the ci4>tivity of Satan, and 
mm the course of this present evil world, in which he 
liid no dwelling, nor indeed desired one; he was 
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brought from death to spiritaal life and born again^ 
BO that God was his Father bj the power of his spirit, 
and Jesus a fiill Saviour by his atonement and righte- 
ousness. Religion, which was the zealous object of 
his latter days, and the love of Christ which was shed 
abroad in his hearty made him happy in death, and in 
his own dying words * did cast out fear/ I shall be 
glad to hear from you soon and often* The diocesan 
school will be conducted by me^ having obtained the 
appointment of the Bishop^ and please God, the sabbath 
evening meetings shall not be forgotten." 

It was thus while in the West, the blessed men, engaged 
there, gathered glorious spoils } their brethren, in ouieif 
parts of the kingdom , were richly rewarded, by such 
signal trophies of success. ** Let not ambition mock 
their useful toil/^ Let no man assume that their 
vocation was not ditine^ lest haply he be found to fight 
against God ; for, do not such facts as have been sta^ 
ted, which stand out before the world, give evidence 
of the dMne approval of the men ; and their call^ by 
the power of Ct-'od, so manifestly accompanying their 
ministrations. 

Mr. Bell, in conjunction with Mr. Andrew Taylor, 
labours the next year with unabated fidelity and zeal 
throughout the Cork district. Mr» Taylor, though 
not acquainted with the Irish language, was so efficient 
and successful a Missionary, as not to be undeserving 
a place in the list of those who lived for the regene- 
ration of their countrv. He endured hardness as a 
good soldier: was like-minded with him who ex* 
claimed, ^' none of these things move me/' In the 
early part of his ministry he was in perils among his 
own countrymen ; and when called, m these circum- 
stances, to bear witness of the truth, evinced a spirit 
worthy the purest ages of Christianity. During the 
reign of anarchy, in 1798, he was made a prisoner by 
the rebel forces, in the garrison of Wexford. Whib 
hundreds of Protestants were sacrificed at the ' 
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xilerance, and yictim after yictim from the points 
e enemy's pikes, swelled the tide of the blood- 
ed Slanej. Andrew Taylor was brought before 
nqnisitorial court, the usual interrogatories were 
—What are you, &;c. ? " I knew," said Mr. Taylor, 
ard him relate it,) ^* I knew if I had said, * I am 
>testant/ that would have been bad enough : to 
said ' I am a Methodist/ would have been worse, 

haye said ^ I am a Methodist preacher,' was the 
i of all ; " raising himself up, in calm defiance of 
iffian host, he boldly exclaimed, '* I am a Mbtho- 

Preacher," not knowing but the next hour 

1 haye been his last. Strange to say, they 
3d, by his intrepid ayowal, impressed with awe ; 
f them interposed, and he escaped unhurt. Many 
; afterwards ne preached the Gospel through that 

country, with wonderful success. For further 
nation relative to this subject I refer you to a 
, written by the Rey, R. Huston, in the Wesleyan 
ion Series, in which, he presents the reader with 
' interesting details of the labours of Mr. Taylor, 
heir delightful' results throughout the counties of 
:low and Wexford. The ministrations of Messrs. 
md Taylor, were graciously acknowledged by the 
Head of the church. I may be allowed to select 
iistance, which, with many other interesting cir- 
tances, came under my own knowledge, that will 
lish this gratifying fact. 

e town of Rilworth is beautifully situated at the 
»f a large ridge of mountains, called Kilworth 
tains; about twenty-seven English miles from 
» on the Dublin road, with wild romantic scenery, 
; to the North, and a rich, cultivated country, 
Bified with wood and water, toward the South 
(Vest; it, and the surrounding neighbourhood, 
tit a peculiarly picturesque appearance. Many of 
thabitants were, at least, at that time, persons of 
nee and respectability. Into this town Mr. Sell 

k5 
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finds his waji on the Sabbath-daj^ abont the time that 
divine service commenced. He entered the church, 
and requested the sexton to shew him to the pew of a 
ladj, whom he had heard was religiously disposed. 
At the close of the service, he addressed her bj sayine 
he was a Methodist Missionary, and begged she would 
have the kindness to order her servant to bring him a 
chair, as he was abont to preach in the street. She 
said inandibly, *^ Lord bless me ! is it not enough for 
this gentleman to bring the eyes of the cong^regatioii 
upon me : does he want to make me a spectacle to the 
whole town ? " In a moment, the words of our blessed 
Lord rushed into her mind: '^Whosoever shall he 
ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son 
of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels."-* 
She immediately answered: "Not only my servant, 
but, if requisite, myself." Mr. Bell soon mounted on 
his chair, — the lady standing beside him — and com- 
menced singing a nymn. The church congregation, 
not less attracted by the lady taking her stand beside 
Mr. Bell, and assisting him with the singing, than hy 
the novelty of a street-preacher, several of the more 

respectable among them said, " We'll not let Mrs. 

stand alone ; " and immediately another and anothei' 
drew near them : by-and-bye the church congregation, 
and then that of the chapel, thronged around the 
preacher, while he proclaimed liberty to the captives 
in the name of the Lord Jesus* Soon were the labours 
of these zealous men followed with the divine blessing; 
and Mrs. Carey, the lady referred to, was then among 
the first fruits of their preaching. She was a gentle^ 
woman of singular sense — of highly cultivated mind i 
and of great energy and decision of chiEiracter. She 
was of a Protestant family of rank, but married to 
Roger Carey, Esq., a Roman Catholic gentleman, of 
considerable property. He was a man of educati<^ 
find masculine understanding, who coald iUb<ook4l)0 
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flamnt errors of the cbarcb of Rome, and the duplicity 
and disgnstiiig condnct of her clergy. I feel no hesi- 
Utioii in placing these things on record, as I had them 
fimiiendj, witfaM[>at disguise, from the lips of the ladj 
tna gentleman themselves* Unhappily, as is the case 
with many persons in that rank of life, he became con- 
Yemnt with infidel works, and regarding Christianity 
as exhibited in the models around him, he sunk into 
oonrplete scepticism in relation to every thing sacred : — 
** Woo was not an Atheist from the love of Atheism, 
bat because the iniquities of Rome and its church had 
made him think, that the religion which sanctioned 
such abominations could not be true; and in the 
leeklessness of a thoughtless mind concluded that all 
was fiUse/' Such was his state when the Methodist 
Ifissionaries were invited to his house. The progress 
of error was soon arrested ; and although he was not 
broBght under the influence of personal religion, he 
became frvourable to it, and smcerely attached to 
those whom he believed to be the true ministers of the 
Gospel. 

I frequently visited him during his last illness, in 
which, he at least, manifested feehngs of sincere and 
gniuine penitence; I brought the Rev. Thomas 
Wakeham, a pious clei^man, to administer to him 
the Lord's supper ; and his death, which I witnessed, 
was not without hope. 

The grave has long since closed on all that was 
mortal of Mrs. Mary CStrey ; I have learned from others 
that her end was triumphant : though no memorial is 
preserved of her excellencies, but that which is che* 
rished in the bosoms of her friends, save an expression 
of the debt of gratitude which she owed to the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Missionary Society, in a bequest to 
He funds, which stands in its proper place, in the 
Geaeral Report. Such, however, were some of the fruits 
of the Gospel in that part of the Irish Mission ; which 
dSatd pleasing evidence, that the labour of those fiuth- 
fid men was not in vain in the Lord. 
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In the jear ia08, Mr. Onselej with Mr. Hamilton^ 
finds his way to the county of Clare, which is now, and 
for some considerable time, to be part of the field in 
which he is to labour. They soon penetrated as far ad 
Kilrush, a seaport, in the West of tne county* In the 
early attempts to cultivate that moral waste, peculiar 
hardships were to be encountered. With these, I 
shortly after became acquainted ; and such were they^ 
that, stem as was the resolution of my dear Mr. 
Ouseley, and firm as was his physical strength, they 
were sometimes both affected. When contrasting the 
scene of his toil with well^cultivated circuits, sometimes, 
powerful emotions agitated his bosom ; and his m&t 
strength occasionally sunk under the privations which' 
he endured, while seeking after lost and wandering 
souls in the desert. Havmg lain in a room in one of 
his lodgings, in the countv of Glare^ the floor of which' 
was wet, for it was more tnan damp, he caught a severe 
cold, which turned to ague, by which he was for a 
short time laid on a sick-bed. But when at all con- 
valescent, he is eager to be again at his Master's work« 
These things are best described in a letter of his own : 
*'I know you are anxious to hear, as to my illness/ 
&c. During the year, I had not before this, one day's 
sickness. My health was very good : but the night 
before I came home, I lay in a room, the floor of 
which was very damp and wet ; so I got a double dis- 
order—a heavy cold and ague. On Friday, through 
mercy, I got a little change for the better, and have 
been recovering since. Now I get up ; and you see, 
thanks to our God, I can write to a friend, and hope 
soon to be at my Master's work again. 

^'And now, as to our circuit. But I must first 
cast my longing eyes on yours. How pleasant, my 
brother, to range through meadows fair, and fields 
productive of crops in various states or stages, ready 
to make the tiller's heart to dance ; where there are 
meandering crystal streams and sweet fruits olasteri!^ 
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Mind I But to liave the huge rocks, hard as ada- 
; wild deserts, where savage beasts seek their 
and scarcely a green herb, or spring, or fruit is 
; how dreary is the sight! When the poor 
ler does not know where to rest his weary head 
w dismal the contrast ! This is our case* Yet 
to €rod, my brother, the Lord came with us ; 
lien ' labour is rest, and pain is sweet/ Some of 
litary places are becoming glad ; the desert be-* 

sing and blossom as the rose. Friendship and 
will are beginning to appear. We have now 
twenty*four to thirty places to call and lodge ; 
n two classes, for which we have got leaders, 
are in both about sixty or seventy members, 
a prospect of more. My friends there will be 
JO hear that I am alive — alive to live for ever ! — 
lujah!" 

3 lodging in which Mr. Ouseley caught his illness, 
ds me of a similar place on the same Mission, 
perhaps not far from it, some circumstances rela- 
te wnich I shall relate. Mr. Ouseley was 
'kable for his kindness and attention to his young 
gues. He used sometunes say to me, he was 
careful of their health and comfort than of his 
Many proofs had I of this when, a short time 

1 travelled with him. In a country so exten- 
and where so many excursions must have been 

to new places, our travelling must have been 
tory, and our plans consequently irregular. Some 
I travelling-plans drawn up by my revered super-^ 
lent were curiosities in their way. One locality 

escaped his special attention, and always, with 
i to me, forced a smile — "Sleep on the loft," 
. stereotyped note connected with that place. It 
he house of a wealthy &rmer. The room which 
Bsigned the preacher was indescribably cheerless — 
;h a kind of state-room. It was a small back 
meat wich an earthen floor; a small window, 
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opening into a kitchen-garden, was darkened by nettles 
and hemlock which rankly grew outside ; the walls 
were covered with a green sepulchral damp, and the 
room-floor, being much lower than the ground without, 
rendered it liable to continual wet. When I, at anj 
time^ entered that dismal apartment, my feet sunk in 
the floor, and whenever I lay down in my bed, I 
thought of my grave. It was here, particularly, Mr. 
Ouseley never failed to write — " Sleep on the loft." 
You may perhaps be curious to have a description of 
this loft. It was a small erection over the kitchen, 
between the rafters of the house, in which you could 
not stand upright, and ascended to by a step-laddeK 
Of this, the old couple, the united head of tne house, 
had long had the undisturbed possession. I found it 
not easy to remove them, so that for three years, I 
never but once effected an entrance. I, in this, broke 
through the anxious direction of my kind superinten* 
dent. It was here, or in some place like it, that Mr. 
Ouseley caught the cold already described. 

Not only did Mr. Ouseley suffer from privations 
and consequent affliction ; but also had to endure sore 
persecutions. A few months before his late illness, he 
suffered severely from a popish mob, led on by a 
drunken priest ; after having been inhumanly treated, 
he was, in the depth of winter, obliged to ride seven 
miles without a nat. Good Mr. Ilamilton describes 
this and other things connected with their Mission 
that year, in a letter to Mr. Lanktree, an extract of 
which I subjoin : — " Such a year of persecution I never 
had. ' Cruel mockings' are nothing, and showers of 
stones and dirt are but play; but 'bloodshed and 
battery ' are no joke. Last Christmas we were way- 
laid, and robbed of our books. Ouseley was hurt, and 
lost his hat in the fray : he had to ride seven miles 
before he got one. I thought we should never leave 
the spot. It happened near Eyreconrt, ou the Shan* 
AOIK We had preached there that day, and bad a 



RB¥« OIDEpir OUSELEY. 159 

attle with tfa6 Priest and his people. The Priest beat 
1 J horse greatly ; and the people dragged him down 
n the street, and I on his back. Bat a soldier got 
ie into the barrack-yard. Ouselej was hurt there too. 
'he soldiers then got to arms, loaded their pieces, 
xed their bayonets, marched out before us, and 
nrned a sqnare about us both on the street, until we 
reached to the market people. Thej then pat us safe 
It of the town, but never thought that our persecu-* 
^rs had got out before us, and lay concealed until we 
ime up, and then surrounded us with horrid shout- 
tgs, as if Scullab(^e bam had been on fire. At 
sother time, a big Priest and I were in holds with 
ich other, as he was going to pull mj Ouseley down : 

could easily have injured him, for he was very 
rank. 

''We have penetrated as far as Kilrush, looking 
frer to the county Kerry. In several places we have 
good prospect. Our circuit is near 200 miles round, 
i^ry work for poor me — full of rheumatism, with 
hich I was confined for some months after Confe- 
»ice, and I cannot look less than five years older 
lan I appeared then. My dear brother Ouseley is 
yming round from the county Clare. We have divi- 
Bd for some time past. ♦ « * We have no won- 
srful work this year, as we had about Ballina. We 
« very glad that we are alive, and the . winter over. 
Te have, indeed, a few places opened for preaching, 
lat, I hope will lead to a good and lasting work. 

^ In the church of Gort, there is nothing sung but 
f mns and hymn tunes. Dean Foster's is one of our 
deing places." 

The Irish Conference expresses itself in terms of 
rong affection to the English, at the end of this 
sar, for their sympathy and liberality to the Irish 
[isBion : — •* The joy yon feel at the success of our 
[issionaries, greatly encourages us to persevere in this 
2ry arduous undertaking ; and we have the pleasure 
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of informing you that three additional Missionaries 
have enp^aged in the blessed work this year. Oar 
beloved brethren who have retired from it, were some 
of our most useful men, whose health declining under 
the fatigues thereof were reduced to the necessity of 
returning to their regular place. To your kind exer- 
tions, and the generosity of the good people of England, 
(under God,) thousands of souls in this country are 
indebted for the light of the Gospel. May Gh>d reward 
you all a thousand fold ! " 

Mr. Hamilton, when no longer able to endure the 
toils of that Mission, parted from Mr. Ouseley with 
regret; he had from the first entertained a lively 
affection for him ; he had proposed him to the Confe- 
rence, to be admitted on trial, a fact, to which he 
always adverted with peculiar satisfaction ; and now 
that he had been for years ^' his companion in tribub- 
tion, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ," 
his attachment became more confirmed,— and to the 
end of life he cherished a fond regard for his brother 
and friend. When he had reckoned, what he terms, 
his " eleven years of Sundays," he says, '* Mr. Ouselej 
has been a blessing to thousands in Ireland ; and his 
zeal has stirred up many of the preachers to open 
their mouths wider. I am glad I had the pleasure of 
recommending him to travel about forty years ago. 
Our connexion should value him very much," The 
numerous privations and labours through which Mr. 
Hamilton had to pass, reduced his robust constitution, 
and brought on a speedier decline of his strength than 
ordinary circumstances would have done. A long 
period, therefore, was he laid aside from the regohir 
work. But, though incapable of sharing in the active 
labours, he, for many years, maintained a useful place 
in the church of Christ. 

The high opinion the Methodist Conference enter*^ 
tained of his worth, is seen in the testimony which ir 
on record in the Minutes, with regard to bim i-^ 
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B was a faithfU and successful labourer in the 
f 8 Tineyard. For a considerable portion of that 
I he was the companion of the indefatigable Gideon 
dejr, and Charles Graham ; and whilst he shared 

tliem in their arduous toils and trials, he enjoyed 
privilege of witnessing many blessed reviyals of 
ion, and participated with them in the ioy of be^* 
tuff sinners turned ' from darkness to light, and 

the power of Satan unto God/ Through increa- 
infirmities^ he was, in 181 6, compelled to retire 

the regular work of our ministry; but during the 
I of his comparative retirement, he laboured, as 
rtrength admitted, in the service of his blessed 
ter, and was made a blessine to many, in the 
ral localities where he resided. Previous to his 
illness, he wrote on a blank leaf of his bible. 
en now, my soul is on the wing. I am very 
fj. I bless the day that I was bom. What hath 
vorld to equal this ? I bid its frowns and smiles 
fell ; for ' angels beckon me away, and Jesus bids 
some/ Some of his last words, were : * If I could 
t so that the world might hear, I would tell of 
ffoodness and love of God my Saviour. Not a 
i ! Not a cloud ! victory over death ! The sting 
ken away, glory, dory to God ! ' He died Oct* 

1B4d, in the eighty-second year of his age, and 
ifty-sixth of his ministry.'' 
r. Ouseley commenced his second year on the 
ray and Clare Mission, not under very promising 
arances ; Mr. William Rutledge was his colleague, 
icious, prudent and zealous voune man, but whose 
titution was wholly unequal to the duties of that 
>me circuit. Ue tbllowed his great leader, ^^ but 
vith equal steps." He was sometimes heard to 
** Why, Mr. Ouseley preaches more on his horse's 
, as he rides on the way, than in all his sermons." 
soon sunk under his oppressive work, and before 
bier year had closed, he was called out of a world 
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of suffering and toil, to where the ** inhabitant shall 
not say^ I am sick." This is briefly noticed in the 
Obituary of 1 8 1 1 :— " William Rutledge trayelled nearly 
two years ; one of these was on the Irish Mission, the 
severe labours of which brought on that affliction 
from which he never fully recovered." 

Mr. Ouseley, notwithstanding great discouragements, 
which were increased by the debility of his pious com- 
panion, pursued his course with undeviating diligence. 
He made Ennis, (the county town of Glare) his centre, 
from which he went forth preaching in the streets of 
the principal towns, and the smaller towns^ of the 
adjoining counties; not only maintaining the ground, 
which had been already gained, but penetrating re- 
cesses, and exploring new places, to the extremities of 
that extensive district; and rejoiced in witnessing 
great, and indeed, unexpected success. Many favour^ 
able openings were presented to him ; some, of minor 
interest, but others of great importance. One of these 
secluded places, to which, at this period, he found 
access, was rendered interesting by an incident which 
may be regarded as not common. The spot itself is 
within a valley, through which runs the river Shannon. 
On one side are the rising hilK and on the other are 
the banks of the river studded with trees, whicli, 
while they partly intercept the view of it, add consi- 
derably to the effect of tne whole scene. Here stood 
a small village, and not far from it, along the vale, 
some comfortable farm houses, occupied, ror the most 
part, by Protestant families. In this serene region, 
so favourable by nature to tranquility, it might be 
supposed that all was order and quiet ; but alas, it 
was quite otherwise ; the bulk of this rural population 
had received for " doctrines the commandments of 
men ; " and of them it might have been said, — 

^ Wild as the untaught Indian brood, 
The Christian eavagca remain.'' 
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ird of the Lord wbs faithAiQj and saccessfully 
ed in this neighbourhood ; and in dne time a 
ynned, of devout and serious p^sons. In this 
BocietY, as wen as others, the principal difficulty 
eobtainin^of a suitable class-leader; the person 
ted for this purpose, had to come on the Lord's 
oming firom a place several miles distant. This 
islance, as well as the Missionary's appearance, 
the jeidoosy of the enemies of truth, who became 
sd to extirpate this novel heresy. Several of 
banded together for this laudable object, and 
sore desperate than the rest, who had gained a 
sinence among them, was to lead on the mtended 
He entered the house before the meeting 
enced, that he m^t at a fitting time open the 
for the gang. The violent character of this 
er was so weH known, by the little company 
I, that a suspicion was excited of some evil having 
lesigned. The hymn, however, was given out 
ing. He said ** this is very purty, (pretty) I'll 
sturb them." Prayer w^ made ; he said again, 
et them alone 'till they have done their prayers." 
tlass-meeting began, and Patt, for that was biff 
, took his seat among them, saying to himself, 
Uke to hear what tney have to say!** The 
r, who was a judicious man, met the class, leaving 
de stranger for the last, who, before he reached 
leemed under evident emotion ; when the Leader 
Bsed him to this effect : — '' My good man, have 
iny knowledge of the things of which we have 
speaking ? Did you ever feel yourself a sinner 
i Ood; and that you deserved for ever to be 
led from his presence ? He roared, exceedingly, 
the disquietuae of his soul, and cried out, '* Lord 
mercy upon me !^ What shall I do ? I'm a wickecf 
*I" The whole meeting felt the unexpected 
, and their cries and prayers became general. In 
aeanwhiie, the party without, who had already 
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become impatient for the re-a{)pearance of their com- 
panion, and could not get in without forcing the door, 
paced back and forward, reiterating, ''"nie Deyil's 
among the Swaddlers." They little suspected that the 
strong man armed, was bound and cast ont :— and the 
man out of whom he had departed, ** sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind." I knew him 
afterwards, as noble an advocate for the truth, as he 
had been before a daring opposer. 

Burrisokane, in the county of Tipperary, was the prin- 
cipal place, of which, this year, Mr. O. took possession. 
Having been informed, that there was a very destitute 
neighbourhood a few miles from that town, "where a 
considerable number of ignorant Protestants resided, 
who were like sheep without a shepherd, he went ia 
quest of them, and, on his way, stopped at an inn in 
Burrisokane. This occurrence tooK place aboDjt the 
Christmas of 1809 ; Mr. Ouseley inquired of the Inn- 
keeper, ^^ are there any Methodists living in this town ? " 
He answered in the negative, but informed him, how- 
ever, of three persons of respectability, Messrs. Hackett, 
Holland, and Reed, who seemed more attentive^ to 
religious exercises than their neighbours. One of 
these had been connected with the Methodist society, 
and then, with the other two, attached to the prindplefl 
of the Baptists. Ho called on one of these, Mr, Wm. 
Haskett, whose house was soon kindly, opened to receive, 
the servant of the most High ; and with that of Mr. 
Anthony Holland, became the home of the Methodist 
Missionaries. These two good men, and their excellent 
wives, who were sisters, were among the best, and most 
faithful friends and members of the society during 
their life. 

Mr. Ouseley mentions, sometime afterwards, in a 
letter to Dr. Coke : — " Our principal work is still in 
the QOiiinty of Tipperary. When 1 went alone, in the 
name of my Goid, into the town of Burrisokane, last 
Christmas twelvemonth, there was no Metbodist in 
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tbe place but one, and he a Baptist : nor did I know 
a tingie person in it. I was told it was a most wicked 
place, in which very many efforts to preach the Gospel 
had been baffled." 

After repeated visits of himself and his colleague, 
he determined on forming a society. Accordingly, on 
Easter monday, 1810, accompanied by his friend and 
brother, the Bey. Adam Averell, he took down the 
names of such as were seriously disposed. The num- 
ber of those thus admitted on trial, amounted to sixty. 
Some of these, as might have been expected, afterwards 
declined; but others became united to the infant 
society ; so that, in the July following, when I first 
▼isited this town, there existed in it a large and pros- 
perovis society. The coming of Mr. Ouseley at that 
particular time, seemed quite providential. The old 
chnreh had been pulled down — the building of a new 
one not yet commenced, and the people in a state of 

r* itnal destitution. With two or three exceptions, 
whole town and country were in a deep sleep, from 
which none but the voice that wakes the dead could 
arouse them. Such was the condition in which he 
fmmd this people ; and while he earnestly cried out to 
thenoi to turn to the Lord by faith, and to do works 
meet for repentance, the power of God accompanied 
the word preached by his honoured servant. The 
trumpet gave no uncertain sound ; many heard and 
received w|th gladness the Gospel invitation. 

Among the first fruits of his preaching, was Mr 
Thomas Ballard, then quite a youth, fle saw Mr. O. 
mounted on a table in the street, preaching to a crowd, 
and was attracted to the spot, first, from curiosity, but 
soon the word preached came home with power to his 
heart, and his young mind becoming deeply affected 
with a sense of his condition, as a lost sinner, he cried 
oat, " What shall I do to be saved ? " These early im- 
pressions were not transient, like the morning cloud ; 
they resulted in his happily obtaining redemption in 



166 HBHOBIAL OF THB 

the blood of JegoSy eTen the fomveness of sins ; and 
eventually, in the consecration of himself to the Chris- 
tian ministry. 

Many others believed to the saving of the soaL 
Doors were opened for preaching, and societies formed 
through the surrounding country. Some o^ those nrho 
were then gathered m from the world to the fold of 
Christ, '' remain unto this present, and some are fallen 
asleep.*' 

The societies formed and edified by Hr» Ooseley^ 
were generally well-grounded in the principles and 
discipline of our Methodist economy, and in tne nature 
of pure Christianity ; and, if the character of the 
elements be taken into account, would not suffer by a 
comparison with those churches which have been fos- 
terea by the honoured fathers of our connexion. As I 
became acquainted with these societies immediately 
after their formation, I had an opportunity of judging 
for myself; and the opinions, then entertained, have 
not been altered by years of subsequent experience. 

There is no portion of his life which has more im- 
pressed my mind with admiration for the man, and for 
the grace of God in him, than that part, of whieh we 
have just taken a survey. Notwithstanding great 
difficulties and discouragements, he proceeds onward ; 
nothing seems to impede his course ; that which would 
have repressed the ardour of common minds, in his, 
only seemed to inspire confidence, and give a new 
impulse to his energies. 

A ^reat enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom, 
was this year, witnessed, throughout Ireland ; nearly 
two thousand souls being added to the society. The 
Conference, in referring to this, says, that this revival 
of the work of God, — " was partly by means of our 
dear brethren, the Irish Missionaries, whom the \axiA 
has made peculiarly successful in opening new phtoes.** 
But had it been acquainted with the pecmiar and extra- 
ordinary efforts of Mr. Ouseley, such as, immediately 
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Her, came to mj knowledge, it wonld, rery Ukelj, 
are f;iTen him a diftinct foee in tbe record. With 
oolfeigiie, phjticallj onablc to asgist him ; and an 
\reaAj extensive field to occupy him. he reenlarly 
readied in the streets of the several towns tnroneh 
iiich be travelled; still making advances on the 
tKdom of darkness; attacking the enem/s strong- 
dIob, and achieving conquests tErongh the power of 
le GoqpeU nntQ he is led eindtingly to exclaim, in 
le hmgaaf^ of the Apostle : ^ Now thanks be nnto 
lod who always canseth as to trinmph in Christ, and 
laketb matiifiait the savoor of his knowledge t^ as in 
rety place." 

Yours, &c*, W* R. 
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liETTER X. 

Mr. Ouseley's ^hird ye^r in Galway and Clare — Obtains two 
colleagaes — Entering into Killaloe — Field of labour — Romish 
devotions at Kilmaeduagh — His travelling to remote places- 
Two women grinding at the mill — Sc«ne in the West — Studious 

habits of Mr. 0. Things the subject of his study— Metaphors 

appropriate — Sermon in Limerick Barrack — Out-door preaching 
vafied — Villages — Assizes towns — Fields — Ballineven — Enga- 
ged in building preaching-houses — ^Visits Connemara — Letter 
to Doctor Coke — Mr. Maberly — Rev. Adam Averell — R. Ca- 
tholic clergy contribute to the erection of Methodist Chapels- 
Assisted by W. R. in raising funds — Scenery of Lough Derg— 
Father Keating — P. P. of Castletown Ajrra — Letter to Priest 
Tliayer — Mr. Ouseley in danger of being greatly injured by a 
stone thrown at him — ^Tour through Connaught — Controvensy 
with Father Glin — Tumult in Lou^hrea — Persecution in Ballina 
— Assault in Westport occasioned by Father Judge — Curious 
rencounter with a priest in Erris— Travels through the province 
of Connaught — Returns to Dunmore — Attempted persecatioa 
Successful labours of Mr. 0. for five years in Clare and Galway 
Mission. 

Mt dear Friend, 

I have reached, at length, the time in the career of 
Mr. Ouseley, when it became my privilege to enjoy a 
personal intimacy with him ; from which I was ai)le to 
form a more perfect estimate of his labours and his 
worth. 

The connection of his public life with the progress 
of the Irish Mission, has compelled and encouraged me 
to enter into it so much at lar^e ; and I have purposely 
delayed the notice of some things in his roovements 
and habits which, though in themselves more private 
and minute, are of importance to the entertaining of a 
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corpeel jadpneut of hb eliaraefer. And wlucb could 
be lummm onlj, br one dotelj Mfociated vidi fainu 
To 4ksenlK die pmSr 0oefM9 of ssooeedlf^ 
fer flbe flKift party be b«t a repeti^an of^tote ^iresuiy 
adtad; I dbau tberefoieoiiljoectfionanrrefb'to tbecc, 
«ak3«» where mme incident wa« ooonected with tbem 
vbidi renderi tbem wortfaj of fpeeial notice. 

Anxjons to improre tbe ad^antagte gained during 
the tvo preoedtng yean, Kr* Ottueliejr stropfd j nrged 
the neoearitj of a reinfiirceroent on tbe HiiH&ioo ; sukI 
die Conference, not nnfiiroarable to his denial granted 
Mm Aev jonng men, Jobn Ndson and Willtam Heillv, 
lonanilliinu Wbj tbe latter vas selected for tb^t 
M wi mmu and pecnliar Krrtce, mAsm on aeeoaut of Lis 
MSictMan name, I baire alwajs been at a lo«s to know. 
I weoawed the appobtment as (ran God, and still 
heGere, hawerer made^nate I was to tbe oudertaki»<r, 
il vas in acoordance with tbe design of Divine ^rori» 
4emee* If, in this part of tbe narratiire, there may 
appear, more than is consistent, a reference to niy«elf« 
it « ovii^ nrntdr, to the fiurt of mj penooaJ corinec- 
Imi with tbe lussion ; and m j being so loo^ associated 
widi Mr. Onselej in his trarek and his toils. I may 
here be aOoired to state, that such was the extent of 
this field of labonr," and snch the incessant attention 
which it reonired, that my excellent and rained brother 
Xdbon and myself could not see one another for six 
nMMidbs, and tlien we had to travel Bfty extra miles for 
dbe pnrpose. From my retiring dispositiou, my want 
of ipfta, as wen as grace, my inexperience, and defective 
knowledge of the world, I was but ill-qualified for the 
nroHk to which I was now called. When I had left 
bonne and friends, and Christian aseociates, I, for a few 
nKMitbs, ministered on the Carlow circuit, — little more 
Aan a day^s ride from the place of my nativitjr, — 
and there I mingled with some of the excellent of the 
eartb^ — ^witb an enlightened, pious, affectionate people. 
Hete were many tbi^pi iSivoarable to the Vm^fro^et&fixX 
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of my mindy and mucli to soothe and encourage me in 
the work. But on the Mission very different scenes of 
travelling and labour opened before me; and often, 
over^ almost, trackless wastes of moral destitution, I 
had to follow, or move onward with a man, possessing 

'* A soul inured to pain. 

To hardship, grief, and loss, 
Bold to take up, firm to sustaini 
The consecrated croes.^ 

My very advantages became sources of discourage'* 
ment ; that which should have animated to enterprise, 
at iirst, but served to furnish motives for despair ; and 
indeed, nothing but the great, unseen power of God, 
could have sustained my mind, in a work so difficult 
and onerous. It is not my intention to impose qn you 
the task of reading any lengthened extracts from my 
Journal, though occasional reference to it may be 
allowed ; and here some brief reminiscences of the 
first few days» will at once afford some notion of the 
Mission field : faintly depict mv emotions in my novel 
situation, and exhibit the first impressions made on 
my mind, of the character of Mr, Ouseley. 

I started from Dublin on Wednesday the 18th of 
July, with instructions, from my superintendent, to 
preach in Burrisokane, on Sunday morning the 22nd, 
and on the evening of that day, eighteen miles farther 
on, in the town of Killaloe. I reached Boscrea on Satur- 
day evening, where I had the pleasure of meeting die 
Ilev. Robert Crozier ; a Methodist preacher, possessing 
gifts of a high order, and deservedly and generally 
beloved and respected by his brethren. He perceived 
my depression, coming, as he observed, to travel 
among the Shanavests and Caravats of Tipperary and 
Clare ; — He soon, by his kindness and ingenuity, suc- 
ceeded in cheering me. This timely and thoughtful 
attention has not been forgotten by me. Mr. Moses 
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Woods an4 his excellent wife, hospitably received me 
into their house, and early next mornings he assisted 
me to prepare for my journey of thirteen miles. I 
reached Barrisokane in time for preaching at ten 
o'clock. This place has been already brought under 
your notice, as the scene of the successful ministrations 
of Mr. Ouseley, for the six or seven previous months : — 
I had now the happiness of witnessing the character 
and spirit of this infant society, resembling, as it did, 
the church in primitive days, when— 

** They ftU were of one heart and bouI, 
And only love inspired the whole." 

In the evening I reached Killaloe, and there met my 
beloved and honoured friend, Mr. Ouseley. Uniit as 
I was, after my long journey, I was obliged to 
preach. When the sermon was closed, Mr, Ouseley 
delivered an exhoitation, in which he related his early 
Christian experience, — ^That nineteen years before, his 
Divine master, had taken away his intolerable burden 
of sin and guilt. This memorable event took place in 
the middle of May, 1791 ; and three months afterwards 
that his " Great Prince,** to use his own language, " who 
sits upon the throne, said, ' Behold I make all thhigs 
new '•" It was peculiarly interesting to me, that the 
first public address which I heard him deliver on his 
Mission, should embody his own experience, expressed, 
as it was, with a tenderness which produced the most 
hallowing effect on his congregation. 

This town is pleasantlv situated, on a rising ground, 
on the western bank o^ the Shannon, near the noted 
^ Falls of Killaloe/* about a mile from Lough Derg, — 
and is connected with Ballina, county of Tipperary, 
by an ancient bridge of nineteen arches. Mr. Ouseley 's 
first visit to these parts, I should have noticed at an 
earlier period, but that my sixth letter, where, in order 
of time, it should have appeared, had been already too 
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much lengthened by details ; and I deemed it better 
to reserve the aecoant of it for this place. 

In the summer of 1801, Mr. Onselej rode into town 
with Mr. Graham, and^ as their custom was, on the 
Lord's day, they attended divine service in the church ; 
at the close of which they retired, mounted their horses, 
with their black caps on, took their stand where 
four streets met, and just in the place, whither, after 
Mass, the Roman Catholic congregation generally re- 
sorted. They gave out their hymn, first in English, 
but perceiving some indications of uneasiness among 
the people, they turned it into Irish, — almost instantly, 
the multitude became as still as nij^ht, and continued 
so, while, for an hour and a hal^ the Missionaries 
preached with ^reat power. Mr. Ouseley's discourse 
was overwhelmmg: — The whole congregation seemed 
pierced to the heart ; many groans were heard, many 
tears were shed ; and eternity alone shall disclose the 
results of that day's preaching. Several of the Koman 
Catholics who, until then had not heard the Joy ful sound, 
were brought under the saving influence ot the Gospel ; 
and, had it not been for counteracting and hostile 
agencies, scores of converts would have been, it is 
believed, the visible fruits of that one day's ministration. 
Those of the Roman Catholics, who had become fa- 
vourable to the truth, were soon subjected to bitter 
persecution, and for the most part, shrunk from the 
danger , while those who remamed at all firm, were, 
either secretly or forcibly driven into banishment, so 
as to place them beyond the reach of the Gospel and 
the Heretics. 

A year after this, the Missionaries a^in visited this 
town. Mr. Thomas Barber, of Cloughjordan, to whose 
kindness, I am indebted for the above account, then 
resident in Killaloe, met Messrs. Graham and Onseley 
on the bridge as they rode into town, and relates the 
following characteristic anecdote. There Ivere groups 
of people on the bridgej Mr. Graham rode <Hi| but 
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Mr. Oaseley halted, and pointing to a neighbouring 
mooDtain, said to some of them, **• Boys, What moan- 
Uin is t)mil'* Thej replied, *'It is the slate-quarry 
bill/' He then said, *' Are there ^ood slates in it ? '' 
'' O, jea sir, very good." Then he preached a nice 
tlMMDigh short sermon on the words, — ^ood and tery good • 
rhe preaching of these men of God, was at this time 
ibo, attended with blessed effects. 

Mr. Onseley witnessed some of these results after 
DMmj days. We had now a very good congregation 
ott each side of the river, and though not a large, yet, 
a good society. 

On Monday the 28rd I proceeded in company with 
Mr. Onseley, to Ennis, the principal town of the county 
of Clare, and the centre of the Galway and Clare Mis- 
sion. This opened new scenes and associations to me, 
who until tb last few days, had never been in the 
Mnnster province; and had not, until then, had any 
intercourse with Mr. Onseley. The day was peculi- 
arly fine, and the late rains after long-continued drought 
had produced anaereeable freshness in the air; which 
enabled me more fully to enjoy the conversation of my 
excellent friend. I soon discovered Mr. Ouseley to be, 
what he afterwards appeared before the world, — a man 
of varied and extensive knowledge ; of profound and 
just thinking ; of ^reat and accurate observation, and 
of much godly wisdom. Nor need I add, that all 
these were combbed with ardent love to Christ, inflex- 
ible regard to truth, and intense zeal for the salvation 
cf immortal souls. Such, however, were the impres- 
sions made on my mind, during my very first day's 
travelling with Mr. Ouseley. 

At this time, the Leitrim Regiment of Militia, was 
quartered in £nnis,~ many of the officers were favour- 
able to Methodism ; several of the non-commissioned 
officers and privates were in our society. A gracious 
work was among them, and not a few, through the 
nunistry of Mr. Onseley^ had been broug,h\ tA ^ ^ia.V\si<^ 
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knowledge of the truth. This was most favourable to 
our infant cause in that town ; it served to give consist 
tence to the society; besides, the presence of the 
military gave us much greater facility and security, in 
preaching in the streets. Mr. Ouseley was peculiarly 
mterestea for men in the army, and seemed to thinK 
that they had a more than common claim on hisr^urd. 
It was by some pious soldiers^ in the barrack of Dim- 
more, that the Methodist preachers, in the year 1791, 
were invited to that town, by means of which the 
€K)spel was first brought to his ears by Messrs* Thoinas 
Davis and David Gordon, Ice. At that time, too, he 
became acquainted with Quartef Master Robins, of 
the 4th dragoons, who, though but a private member 
in society, was made a great blessing to nim in the inci- 
pient stages of his religious experience. *^ He was in 
the hand of God," says Mr* Ouseley, " the instrument 
of leading my mind to serious considerations, which 
blessed be God, issued in my conversion t *' These cir« 
cnmstances, no doubt, gave an additional motive to the 
mind of Mr. Ouseley m favour of soldiers, and made 
him the more anxious to preach to them the word of 
life. 

In Ennis, on this occasion, I was finrt introduced to 
Mrs. Ouseley, from whose acquaintance for several 
years, I derived no small advantage. Thursday 26Ui 
after spending three happy days with my friends here, 
I commenced my plan of travelling,— -and went to a 
place about eight miles distant, not far from the town 
of Corrifin — to one of those recesses discovered by 
Mr. Ouseley. Lonely, and heavy at heart, I rode 
through a country rude and uninviting; the rocks which 
presented themselves to the eye, almost unrelieved by 
any cultivation, resembling but too truly, the moral 
sterility which was spread around. It was not until 
now that I felt the full pressure of my situation : — ^my 
total want of qualification for such an onerous nnder^' 
taking as that on which I had entered; the thoughts 
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of borne, and Christian associates, whom, some few 
months before, I had left ; and of the societies on a 
r^nlar circnit, among which I had for some months 
previoasly biboured ; all rushed into my mind ; — and 
tbe soggestions of the great enemy, in connection with 
the spmtnal desolation which surrounded me, well-nigh 
orerwbelmed my broken spirit. My heart was wrung 
with anenish ; I wept aloud, and cried out in accents 
of leal distress ; — ^^ O, Sin, Sin, What hast thou done ? 
How hast thou, not only riven those tender bonds 
which endear social life, but spread misery and death 
throughout the world ! But ^ a necessity is laid upon 
me ; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel ! '" 
I heard once more, the blessed invitation of my Lord 
and Saviour, — ** Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest/' 1 humbled 
myself — cast myself on his unchauo:eabIe love and 
power, and, "Coming as at first I came." — I found 
rest to my soul. In a short time after this conflict I 
reached my destination, — I preached to a goodly num- 
ber, who ardently longed to hear the word of life ; — 
Here too, a small society was formed, of members who 
were ** as lights in a dark place." 

Friday 27th. In passing the celebrated Kilmac- 
doagh, on my way to Gort, I was attracted by a great 
crowd of people, in irregular movement, at a short 
distance, about the ruin of an ancient Monastery. I 
tamed to see what, to me, at first, seemed a tumultuous 
assembly ; but by perceiving a bush that grew near a 
well, on the road side, covered with old rags and shreds 
of cloth, of a variety of colours, I became aware that 
they were congregated for a religious purpose. When 
I rode up to the place, such a sight was presented to 
my eye, as I had never beheld: — Men and women 
promiscuously in the most indecent and unbecoming 
manner, walking on their bare knees, over rough gra- 
vel and stones — their hands clasped over their heads, 
lest they should, in their progress, derive any assistance 
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from them. While you could have traced their track 
by the blood, that streamed from their mangled knees. 
I tamed with a sick heart from the revolting and dl»- 
gostmg spectacle In another stage of the penance, 
there were some running roond the extenrive ruin- 
while others descended into a narrow cell as a purgatory, 
not unlike that described in Lough Derg. At a dis- 
tance, on the plain, stood the stump of a large tree, 
which had been for the most part cut awajr, piece-meal, 
as affording a charm against every evil. Such are 
the frightfiu superstitions, by which myriads in our an- 
happy country are deluded. As the views which they 
entertain of the virtue of these observances, will he 
best explained by one of the most shrewd and knowing 
among themselves, I shall set down a conversation 
which took place at the time, between myself, and a 
person, who, for his superior sanctity and devoti<Mi, 
nad been raised to the office of public instracter, of 
those persons, engaged in these mortifications. He 
was a proficient in every thing connected with the rites 
of Kilmacduagh, — and ne kindly tendered his services 
to me, as my guide. After he had led me over the 
whole ground, the dialogue commenced — Missionaij, 
i— '^ You seem very well acquainted with the nature of 
these religious performances.'* Guide ; " Yes, indeed, I 
am.** M. '^ Will you be kind enouek to inform me, 
why those people expose themselves thus, and are cut- 
ting themselves, in such a frightful manner?" G. **0, 
for penance; for the benefit of their souls." M. "What 
is tne cause of so much of that tree yonder being cut 
away ? '* G. " I'll tell you ; The saint of this place, 
Macduagh, travelled round the world on his knees, Hill 
he came to a place below there,*' pointixig to the spot, 
'' and there a girdle, he had round him, ffll off; there 
was a tree standing there, which received such virtue, 
that a bit of it would preserve from sickness and acci- 
dent, and if thrown into a house on fire, would put it 
out," M. "Aiid where is that tree now? 6, ''O, 



BEY. GIDEON 0U8ELET. 177 

It's all cut away." M. Did it then transfer its efficacy 
to the one which they, now, are cutting away ? G. 
" When the first one was all gone, why, tney began at 
the other. Do sir, take a piece of it with you ; it will 
keep you from all harm ; nothing can ever happen to 
you, while you have it about you, nor can any house 
be burned where it is. " M, *• Thank you. I shall 
not mind it now. You seem so very well acquainted 
with these performances, I suppose you have been fre- 
quently engaged in them yourself; have you?" G. 
'' Not as often as I ought for myself, but I often have 
to perform penance for other people." M. " How is 
that?" G. "Why, when any of them are sick, or 
their children sick, they make a vow to the Saint, that 
if they recover, they will go through so many rounds 
here : then, when they don't like to go through them 
themselves, they get me to perform their vows for 
them." M. •• Do they not pay you for thus performing 
their vows for them?" G, "O, yes; if they didn't, 
there would be no virtue in the thing at all." During 
this dialogue, which was, on the part of the Devotee, 
intermixed with several oaths, while he frequently 
vociferated curses on such of the penitents as had not 

rti*formed their rounds according to his instructions, 
.expressed my unbelief with regard to a system so 
preposterous and unchristian : and, to add to the ab« 
surdity, where the principal actor, himself a profane 
wretch, could perform works of merit and supereroga- 
tion, for the ffood of the souls of others. ^' Ah ! " he 
exclaimed, ** xou are not Irish." " Indeed, I am," 
was the reply, " I have never been in England." " If 
you are not English," he retorted, " you belong to them, 
so you do." I then administered some suitable admo- 
nition, and retired, from the scene of moral degradation, 
with sorrow and disgust. 

You will not, I hope, think these descriptions tedious, 
as they are given merely for the purpose of affording 
some outline of Mr. Ouseley's field of loJboract^^xA^l 
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more inland, still more remote from a town; we 
reached our destination earlier in the afltemoon, than 
we had on the day previous, and Mr. Ouseley, as was 
his custom, as soon as he sat down in our lodging, 
sang a hymn of praise to Almighty God for preserving 
and redeeming mercies. Two women were the only 
persons then at home, the men being employed at some 
distance. The old provisions of the year had been 
exhausted, the potatos not yet ripe ; and, to provide a 
dinner, one of the women went to the corn-field, 
brought some sheaves of oats — scorched them over the 
£re, and in a short time, we had a practical illustration 
of the divine word. — " Two women shall be grinding 
at the mill.'' About this time Doctor Adam Clarke 
gives the etymology of the hand-mills or querns, and 
states ''so late as half a century ago, 1 have seen 
these querns or hand-mills in these kmgdoms." But 
here, tne Irish Missionary and his companion were 
supplied with their dinner, by means of the querns, in 
a remote district in the county of Clare. 

But far higher were the designs of the Christian 
Missionary, than to furnish matter for the antiquarian. 
Here, and in many places like it, were hundreds of 
immortal souls who would never have heard the voice 
of a Gospel minister, if not sought out, and followed to 
these remote regions, to shew them the way of life. 
Before I call your attention to another particular in Mr. 
Ouseley's character, I wish to lead you to one more 
of these places whither the Gospel was carried by the 
subject of this Memorial. Early in the Autumn of 
this year, Mr. Ousel ey directed me to a place in the 
West of the county Clare, many miles beyond the 
town of Kilrush, and not far from the Light-house at 
Loop-head. Passing Kilkee, then an inconsiderable 
watering-place, and touching on a small creek, on the 
strand of which were drawn up some fishermen's ca- 
noes, — I advanced Westward, on a road resembling a 
goat*track, and ibund myself on the peninsula^ calk4. 
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the moral state of his countrymen, by which his p|ous 
soul was so deeply affected. To many of the places In 
this extensive district did he travel with me, for the 
purpose of preaching in the streets of the several towns, 
and of introducing me to our friends in the preaching 
places, particularly in remote parts of the country, to 
which he had foand his way. Many houses of respect- 
able farmers were opened to receive the word, and in 
some instances, the mansions of the more opulent ; bat 
the cottages of the poor, and of the small farmers, had 
been searched out by this servant of God, and there to 
many he preached the Gospel with power and great 
effect. 

From what I had conceived of the public life and 
labours of Mr. Ouseley, no leisure would have re- 
mained on his hands to pay attention to smaller places, 
or preach in remote country districts ; much less fonn 
societies there, frequently visit them, foster them, 
and build them up in the faith of the Gospel. Tet, he 
did all this with an assiduity and perseverance which 
surprised me. His rides were sometimes very long ; 
and any town through which he had to pass, was snre 
to hear from his lips, both in English and Irbh, the 
word of life. One day, in the beginning^ of our first 
year together, we had ridden several miles to one of 
the places above described — halted in Ennistymond, 
a town near the sea-coast, about fifteen miles from 
Ennis. Here he sounded an alarm — and after his 
having preached with great vehemence and power— wc 
passed on five miles farther to a remote neignbourhood, 
and never tasted refreshment until the meeting was 
over, at nine o'clock at night. This was however, uni- 
formly the case in this place. There was nothing like 
a window in the house ; there was one broken pane of 
glass, a sort of irregular polygon, stuck in a green sod, 
which served for a sash-frame ; and this was the only 
means of admitting light into the apartment in which 
we slept. Next day, we proceeded to a place, though 
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more inland, still more remote from a town; we 
reached our destination earlier in the afternoon, than 
we had on the day preyioos, and Mr. Onselej, as was 
his custom, as soon as he sat down in our lodging, 
nog a hymn of praise to Almighty God for preserving 
md redeeming mercies. Two women were the only 
lersons then at home, the men being employed at some 
Uatance. The old provisions of the year had been 
ixluuisted, the potatos not yet ripe ; and, to provide a 
linner, one of the women went to the corn-field, 
HPonght some sheaves of oats— scorched them over the 
ire, and in a short time, we had a practical illustration 
if the divine word. — ^^ Two women shall be grinding 
It the mill/' About this time Doctor Adam Clarke 
^es the e^rmology of the hand-mills or querns, and 
(tates '*so late as half a century ago, 1 have seen 
liese qnems or hand-mills in theie kingdoms.'' But 
leie, the Irish BHimonary and his companion were 
applied with their dinner, by means of the querns, in 
i remote district in the county of Clare. 

But far higher were the designs of the Christian 
lOssionary, than to furnish matter for the antiquarian. 
Here, and in many places like it, were hundreds of 
mmortal souls who would never have heard the voice 
»f a Gospel minister, if not sought out, and followed to 
bese remote regions, to shew them the way of life. 
Before I call your attention to another particular in Mr. 
)iiseley's character, I wish to lead you to one more 
»f these places whither the Gospel was carried by the 
abject of this Memorial. Early in the Autumn of 
his year, Mr. Ouseley directed me to a place in the 
NeeX of the county Clare, many miles beyond the 
own of Kilrush, and not far from the Light-house at 
ioop-head. Passing Kilkee, then an inconsiderable 
ratering-place, and touching on a small creek, on the 
trand of which were drawn up some fishermen's ca- 
oes, — I advanced Westward, on a road resembling a 
oat-track, and found myself on the peninsula, called 
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the Weit, bounded on the West and North-west by 
the Atlantic, and on the South-east bv the river 
Shannon. The land, rising before me ana on the left, 
bare and mountainous ; whne the cliffs on the right, of 
terrific height and form, bounding the ocean, and prs- 
senting a bold and imposing aspect, wakened in my 
mind new, and wonderful sensations. Nor was mj sur- 
prise much less at the thought, how this retired spot 
could have been explored. I could not repress my feet 
ings, at the moment, and audibly exclaimed, — O, Mr. 
Ouseley, Mr. Ouselej, How did you find out this 
lonely retreat ? Proceeding still fiirther, I at length 
descried a neat cottage on the moor, a short distance 
from the shore, which proved to be my destination. 
The femily it contained, had receiyed the word, and 
formed a little church in the wilderness. The solitary 
place was glad, and this spot in ** the desert rejoiced 
and blossomed as the rose." To these and some few 
more I ministered the word of life, with as pure delight 
as to the crowded congregation in the city. 

As evening approached, I wandered toward the sea. 
and standing on the most elevated part of the cliff, 1 
pondered on the works of an Almighty hand. But 
such a sight I had not anticipated :— -The evening 
was unusually fine, all around tranquil beyond des- 
cription, and nought to break the silence of the honr, 
save the flapping of sea-fowfs wing — for the sound of 
the wave, which washed the base of the clifF, did not 
reach the ear. The sky was cloudless, and the aznre 
vault was reflected by the deep profound • 

^ When not a breath disturbs the deep serene. 
And not a cloud o'eroasts the solemn scene."^ 

All the visions of the grand and beautiful which, iti 
childhood, had flitted before my fancy, were bett 
outdone. I lingered on the lofty summit until, with 
indescribable glory, as a mass of molten gold,~^ 
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^The aettmg son mdonied the eoui. 
His beams entire^ his fierceness lost." 

I ndied under devout and thrilling ^notions ; — and» 
qnite in keeping with the situationy a hammock, com* 
posed oi Gulk feathers, suspended from the roof of 
tlie cottage, invited to repose ; in which, after the 
diveiaifiM scenes of the day, I comfortably slept. 
Bnt, not all the wonders of nature or monuments of art, 
fliBoe beheld, could e&ce the magnificent images im- 
nressed on my heart, by the evening scene on the iron^ 
bonnd coast of Clare. 

Next morning I returned by another way, across 
Ae Peninsula, from the elevated parts of which, I had 
an extensive view of the Kerry mountains, and of the 
estuary of the river Shannon, which sweeps sixty miles 
along the banks of the county Clare. On the right is 
Carngaholt, a small seaport, near which I passed, in 
which more than a hundred years ago, the Rev. 
George Whitfield landed, and where he was generously 
and hospitably entertained by Mr. M'Mahon. This 
&ct affords a greater interest to the place, than even 
the majestic and extensive view, or the ruin of the 
ancient castle of the M*Mahons, that once stood in 
|irond defiance on the summit of the rock. 

During the years I had the privilege of travelling 
with Mr. Ouseley, I had frequent, if not constant, 
opportunities ot witnessing his deep and habitual devo- 
tion of spirit. He was pre-eminently a man of prayer. 
Uis ardent zeal and vehemence in his public minis- 
trations, were but the result of his private meditations, 
and his earnest wrestling with God, for poor sinners, 
and for the accompanying of the Holy Ghost. This 
too under the most solemn impressions of the myste- 
ries of Calvary. Some of the most hallowed remini- 
scences associated with the character of that saintly 
man, are those in which I witnessed his pure and 
ferv^ devotion. He made it a rule when we travelled 
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in company, and sometimes we were seyeral weeks 
together, that when we retired, we should alternately 
pra^ with^ and for each other, and for the work in 
which we were engaged. But his devout breathings 
when alone, which I often overheard, were most 
affecting. It was difficult, on such occasions, to de* 
termine whether the love of lost men, or the love of 
Christ, predominated : — My gracious Master ! my 
gracious Master, had generally an accompanyment, 
O, poor lost sinners, O, my deluded countrymen { O, 
Lord save my country ! Often have I listened, with 
deep emotion, to these pious sounds echoing throng 
the prophet's chamber. Mr. Noble, who was ms 
companion on the Mission for eight years, says:— 
^^ Indeed, Mr. Ouseley could not be satisfied, in holding 
any meeting, unless souls were brought to God; for 
this he studied, for this he preached, for this he prayed. 
Never shall I forget the exertions of this faithful man 
of God, to promote the glory of the Redeemer, and 
the salvation of immortal souls. Oh ; how often have 
I known this blessed man, when all the family with 
whom he lodged had retired to rest, how often have I 
known him to spend hours together wrestling with 
God in ardent mighty prayer, for the conversion of 
lost souls ! And he would plead with God in great 
earnestness 'If thy presence go not with me, carry ns 
not up hence.' " 

Next to his spirit of prayer, were his habits of 
reading and study. I know some persons have sup- 
posed that Mr. Ouseley's sermons were mere ex- 
temporaneous effusions, without any previous fore- 
thought ; — unless when some passing circumstance 
occasioned a departure from it, they were generally 
the result of pre-conceived plan. Little leisure in ths 
ordinary way, indeed, was allowed for literary pursuits^ 
yet, he was never idle : — During a journey, whether 
long or short, he generally, if not uniformly, carried a 
book, and it was bis habit to read while on horseback; 
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this, with a comfMtnion, at intenrah gave rise to 
obserrations most instinctive and agreeable. Some- 
times a work selected from the best of our old Divines, 
of the Church of England, or non-conformist churches ; 
Gallagher's Irish Sermons — the Council of Trent in 
Latin; or his Greek Testament. Thus did Mr. 
OaseleV redeem the time, and prepare his mind for the 
work in which he was engaged. When he reached 
his place, while he was instant in season, and out of 
season with all the inmates from the drawing-room to 
the kitchen, he soon retired, and his pen and ink were 
erer at hand, to resume some piece in which he had been 
engagod^ or to commence a new subject. His ser- 
mons, too, were subjects of close study : not indeed^ the 
styie or diction so much, as the things which were 
ecmtained in his discourses — when necessarily engaged 
in visitation, he seldom lost sight of the subject on 
which he next intended to preach. When in tlie city 
of Limerick at one time, soliciting subscriptions toward 
the erection of chapels, in the business of which he 
was then very much occupied ; a respectable friend, 
Mr. Thomas Tracey, accompanied him. Mr, Ouseley, 
frequently in the course of tne day, spoke most impres- 
sively to those with whom he conversed, on the several 
t(^ic8 connected with the New Birth : — Mr. Ouseley 
preached in the evening, — Mr. T. was one of his 
audience ; the New Birth was the subject, and power- 
fully did he explain its nature and urge its importance 
OQ those present. Mr. Tracey exclaimed, ** I always 
wondered how Mr. Ouseley could get time to study 
his sermons : I am not now surprised, for I perceive 
that wherever he goes the whole day, or however busily 
employed, he never fails to keep before his mind, the 
subject on which he is to preach. No wonder that he 
is always ready to address a congregation, for his 
thoughts are engaged as if in his study. Mr. Ouseley 
was peculiarly happy, and successful, in the use of 
metaphors, in the illustration of divine truth. These 

m2 
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however, by no means bore the mark of being studied; 
they were generally^ after the example of the Great 
Teacher, drawn from some incident, or from the sur- 
rounding scenery. I shall refer to one occasion on 
which, in his discourse, he gave evidence of his peculiar 
talent in this way. He had been invited to preach in 
Limerick, at the Barrack of the Sligo Militia. My 
friend, the Rev. William Ferguson, who was then sta^ 
tioned in Limerick, was among his hearers, and has 
kindly furnished me with an outline of his sermon. 
*-* The place and circumstances,^ says Mr. Ferguson, 
^^ made Mr. Ouseley's remarks peculiarly strikiug. It 
was in the barrack of the Sligo Militia, the Shannon 
flowing under the windows of the room in which he was 
preaching. — ^The text was Prov. xxii. S. After de- 
scribing the prudent man, — where he hideth himself, — 
and his state of perfect safety ; he proceeded to describe 
the character of the simple — *A man without the 
knowledge of God, and a stranger to the wisdom from 
above. He may be very acute in transacting the 
business of this life, — an able statesman, — a proibund 
philosopher, — an eminent artist, — or a distinguished 
scholar ; but he passes on according to the course of 
this world, and dies unconverted. His punishment: 
— The place. — 7%a company. — the duuatiov.* Then 
with most impressive emphasis he adds :— * If yon 
were to count a thousand years, for every drop of water 
that ever flowed in the Shannon, from * Dnimshambo 
to the sea, it would be but a painty when compared with 
that Eternity through which he will have to endure tbe 
wrath of God.' It made an impression on my mind,'' 
Mr. Ferguson adds, ** that can never be eflaced. Most 
of his hearers were from the neighbourhood of the town 
mentioned, about one hundred miles from the place, 
where they were assembled ; the mighty river flowing^ 



* A small tQwn near the mouth of the SluamoB, wdl-known i* 
his hearers. 
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on, nnder their windows to the sea, in a continnons 
current; it had flowed for six thousand years, it was 
rolling on still. What an emblem of duration ! It 
was a most solemn and instructive sermon." 

Mr. Ouseley never, if possible, let an opportunity 
pass which he did not endeavour to improve ; whether 
ridine on the way, or in company at the houses of our 
friends. I remember spending an evening in his com- 
pany, in the house of a friend, in Burrisokane^ where a 
large company were at tea— a young lady sat at his 
right hand, who had not discovered any indications of 
seriousness ; he turned to her sister in-law who was on 
his left, a person of piety and sense, he said — " Is this 
young lady born agam V The lady replied, ** She is of 
aee, ask her." That moment the young lady was 
fiSled with deep emotion, cryed to God for mercy — and 
tasted that the Lord was gracious. The whole com- 
pany felt under the divine influence; such, indeed, 
was his general mode in spending a social hour with 
his friends, that these opportunities were turned into 
means of grace. Very often his occasional conversa- 
tions as he travelled, were attended with similiar gra- 
cious efiects. One instance of this kind, Mr. Noble 
mentions : — ''On one occasion," says Mr. N., "as he was 
travelling in the county Wicklow, and while his horse 
stopped to drink in a stream that ran across the road, 
Hr. O. saw a young woman standing at her father's 
door — he went toward her, took her by the hand, spoke 
to her a few moments about her soul, and at parting, 
prayed that the blessing of the Lord might rest upon 
ner. About two years afterwards he happened to be 
in the country, — after preaching in a gentleman's house 
in that neighbourhood, a young man came up to him, 
and invited him to his house. The next evening on 
his arrival, the lady of the house received him in the 
most afiectionate manner, saying, ' Mr. Ouseley, I 
believe you don't know me.' He replied, * no my dear, 
I do not.' She then recalled the circumstance above 
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narrated to his recollection, and added, I am the per- 
son you addressed on that occasion, — np to that period, 
I had known nothing of the plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, hut the ohservations you made resulted 
in my conversion — I am now a married woman ; the 
young man who invited you, is my hushand, and is a 
class-leader. The Lord is with us, and is blessing us ; 
and, we now rejoice to see under our roof, my father in 
the Gospel."* 

I have not, any where, noticed any remark upon 
Mr. Ouseley's mode of out-door preaching in smaller 
places : — From a variety of circumstances, he seldom 
arrived at an early hour in the day, but time enough, 
if no chapel was there, to secure a house for preaching 
in at night. Sometimes about the hour in which men 
were returning from field-labour, and the villagers 
loitered an hour before their supper: — At this time 
would Mr. Ouseley stand up, perhaps under the 
spreading branches of an ancient tree, — " With seats 
beneath the shade," and give out a verse of a hymn- 
such as 

''Sweet muse descend and bless the shade." — 

This sung to a plaintive Irish air, would produce an 
immediate movement to the spot ; and then would be 
turn, perhaps, to a very favourite hymn, and sing a 
verse in English and Irish alternately — I shall set 
down a verse in both languages, — 

''Behold the Saviour of mankind 
Nailed to the shameful tree I 
How vast the love that him inclined 
To bleed and die for thee 1 

F^uchaidh air SUnuighthoir an domhan 

Fdim^atha dhou cran go g^ur ! 
Naeh mdr e'n gradh do mug e andas 

Chum bds dfuUang deun g^ l^ir I 

He would then address the congregation^ in EnglislL 
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and Ifiib. The effsct would be generally veiy great ; 
nreadoMig jrablislied for chapel, or bam, or dwcilin^- 
DOBfeasthe case might be, — and great numbers would 
flock to bear the word. 

In larger towns he generally sat on his horse, and 
thoogh £e passed through the crowd with hii» black 
cap on, not seeming to notice any thing, he eyed every 
thing around — placed himself before a shop-window ; 
an apothecary's shop if possible — and the proprietor a 
Boman CatMic ; and there he wonld preach^ as has 
been often described. Another thing is worthy of 
lemark: — Mr* Ouseley endeavoured to be in the 
eoonty towns at the time of Assizes; and on the 
Ijotdfs day, after senrice was over in churches and 
diap^ he would stand forth, and to thousands of all 
raafca, of town and country, to Lawyers, Magistrates, 
Jarora, Yeomen, and lower orders, boldly, and affec- 
tjonately, dechae to the multitude the free and full 
salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a part of 
Us mode, which, as well as that mentioned above 
tboo^ I have not seen noticed, I have often wituesscd. 
Toward the close of our first year, which was won- 
derfidly sncceflsfnl, Mr. Ouseley held a fi£ld xeetixg, 
in the lawn of ^Edlineven, near Burrisokane, kindly 
nven for the purpose, by our excellent friend James 
W iboa, Esq. Here, it was calculated, many thousands 
aseemUed, not only from the surrounding towns, and 
from ererj part of Lower Ormond, but from the ad- 
joiniug counties. I never since, witnessed such a 
multitude at a Field-meetin?, — Mr. Clegg from Clough- 
Jordan, first preached, then Air. Ouseley ; and Oh, with 
what eJBfect ! It was indeed, ^ in demonstration of the 
spirit, and of power." I closed that part of the service 
with an exhortation. You will thus jierceive that Mr. 
Onseley's method of out-door preachmg was as varied, 
as the wants of the country required, and as the cir- 
eamstances admitted, — suiting his endeavours to every 
I and, ever watchful for new opportunities, to run 
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into every open door and cry, " Behold the Lamb." Tho 
work so increased, and the word so prevailed, that a 
growing demand was made for the erection of places 
of worship, as the temporary places obtained were pre' 
carious in their tenure, and in some instances, incon- 
venient and small. This opened a new field of 
enterprise for Mr. Ouseley. In eight several towns ho 
projected the erection of chapek, or the fitting up of 
houses exclusively appropriated to the worship of 
Almighty God, and the preaching of his holy word* 
Besides other towns of minor note, Galway, Burriso* 
kane, Nenagh, Ennis and Kilrush, required suitable 
chapels. 

Mr. Ouseley in the spring of 1811^ received an invi- 
tation to visit Connemara, which, notwithstanding his 
incessant engagements, he attended to, and it soon 
became one of our stated preaching places. ** I was 
yesterday/' he writes to Dr. Coke, " for the firtit time 
in Connemara, a mountainous country, west of Galway* 
I dined in company with a priest of rather good infor- 
mation, at the house of a respectable man, who about 
two years past, gave over going to Mass. The priest 
and I spoke gently on many doctrinal points, in the 
presence of the family ; and I was through mercy, 
enabled to maintain the truth, without the least irrita- 
tion. I preached to three families, and some Papists 
last night and this morning ; they were all in tears. 
The gentlemen did not leave me last night 'till about 
twelve o'clock. They wished to lay an embargo, but 
I came away in the midst of a great storm, as I must, 
as it were, fly from place to place." More than fifteen 
years before, this country was visited by Mr. John 
Hamilton, (brother of William) who was a most 
labourious, zealous, and ardent preacher. His voice 
was very tender and pathetic ; and he seldom preached 
that the tears did not roll plentifully down bis benevo- 
lent face. Mr. Hamilton's journeyings in Comiemar^ 
wlere very exhausting, and sometimes his fare veiy 
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scanty; but he persevered in his work until he sunk 
into a low iever, in which he was almost destitute of 
care and advice. The great physician brought him 
through ; and when becoming conscious, and in some 
degree convalescent, he found himself in a hut^ in 
which he had sought an asylum, lying on a pallet of 
rushes with his feet toward the door. Soon his appetite 
returned, with scarcely any nourishment, save a mug 
of cold water, laid by his bed-side, by the humane 
hand of a poor woman. Just then, it is related, a dog 
came into the hut with a large fish in his mouth, which 
he dropped on the floor beside the bed. This afforded 
a timely supply, and conduced to the return of his 
strenscth. What rendered this incident the more re- 
markable was, that the place was two miles from the 
lake where the fish must have been caught. Though 
I entertain no doubt myself as to this strange circum- 
stance, you may, of course, receive it or reject it as 
yon think proper. 

Throughout the year 181 1 the word of the Lord won- 
derfully prevailed on the Mission, especially in Burriso- 
kane and the surrounding neighbourhood. Indeed a 
blessed revival took place in all that country ; and 
many new and promising openings were presented on 
every hand for the promulgation of the *' glad tidings 
of great joy." In a letter to Doctor Coke, in the April 
of that year Mr. Ouseley states ; " We have more than 
150, perhaps near 200, in society, in Burrisokane, there, 
and about it, and six blessed class-leaders ; and about 
500, at times in our congregation. The most notorious 
offenders are, by the power, of the Gospel reclaimed. 
Surely the desert blossoms as the rose. We are just 
about erecting a large preaching house there. I think 
we have nearly two hundred increase since Conference,^ 
and in many places on our Mission, the people are 
calling for preaching houses. I hope we shall have 
five or six, some built, and some beginning to be built, 
before Conference. Thanks be to God^ who hath thus 
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SO blessedly opened our way, even in this Bmall degree, 
in such a wilderaess." While the parts of our Circuit 
here referred to gave cause of great joy, there were 
other portions of it by no means so cheering. Though, 
in the county Clare, many delightful indications of 
fruit appeared, yet, as a whole, it was barren and un- 
promising. Of this Mr. Ouseley complains in his 
letter to I)r. Coke ; " The county of Clare is the worst 
ground for the Gospel I ever met with ! but even there, 
m spite of opposition, good is done ; even there we 
have sons and daughters bom to God." The attempt 
to erect such a number of chapels throughout a district 
so recently reclaimed, was no ordinary thing. In a 
woi'k of such importance, it required no small degree 
of confidence in the great Head of the Church ; and 
of self-denial and perseverance, in the carrying out of 
the bold and pious undertaking. The friends of 
religion in England contributed very generously to 
the design, and transmitted their bounty to the amount 
of £400 by the hands of the Rev. Adam Averell, the 
Representative of the Irish to the British Conference. 
This not only formed a foundation for the purpose, but 
afforded a strong plea in favour of our interests, with 
the friends of the Gospel at home. Mr. Ouseley, in 
referring to it, savs; — "The money Mr. Averell has 
brought us from England has greatly encouraged us." 
As the origin of the above generous gift is little 
known ; indeed, known, perhaps, only to myself, I 
shall briefly refer to it. We were indebted for this 
liberality to the spontaneous kindness of a gentleman 
belonging, I believe, to the Independent body. In the 
latter end of July, IHIO, I reached the town of Galway ; 
and in the evening of the day (Saturday) went to our 
preaching-place ; it was in a miserable back lane, 
chiefly occupied with herring stores. In the midst of 
these, we occupied a kind of room like a cellar, a most 
filthy, disagreeable situation. In the congregation 
appeared an elderly gentleman, evidently of .great re9- 
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peciability. He proved to be a Mr. Maberly from 
London, wbose son, who had been connected as partner^ 
in an extensive mercantile house, had lately died, and 
l^r. Maberly was there for the purpose ot arranging 
lis late son's affairs. When our service had closed, 
Hftr. Maberly in a very kind and polite manner iutro- 
luced himself to me; — He said most emphatically,-^ 
* Mr. Keilly, this will never do. The Methodists of 
[Jalway must have a fit place for the worship of God. 
[ am not a Methodist, 1 am a Dissenter, but I will, 
)a my return to London, speak to some of my friends, 
md 1 think I shall get something to assist you in 
building a suitable chapel." Mr. Maberly was faithful 
to his promise ; immediately on his return he obtained 
two hundred and fifty pounds, and handed it to the 
Rev. A. Averellthen at the London Conference. Mr. 
Averell obtained one hundred and fifty pounds in 
iddition, and by that means was able to remit to Mr* 
Ooseley j£400. By the time the chapels, eight in 
unmber, were finished, they were found to cost £1,300. 
Hie nine hundred pounds being raised by subscriptions, 
chiefly throughout the province of Connaught, in about 
two years. 

New scenes opened to Mr. Ouseley in consequence 
of this undertaking ; persons and places visited by him 
that otherwise he would not have seen, and innume- 
rable opportunities afforded him for preaching the 
Gospel to many, who, could not in ordinary cases, have 
had the privilege of hearing it from his lips. He 
sometimes said, ^^ It falls to my lot, to offer the pepple 
that which they don't like to take, and to ask from 
them what they don't like to give." A t the Confe- 
rence of 1811, Mr. Ouseley had three colleagues allowed 
him ; by which means, he was able to devote more 
time to this special service ; by this accession to our 
number, I was enabled to give him some assistance in 
the work. All kinds of people, and all classes of reli- 
gions society, contributed to the funds for the erectioa 
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of Methodist preaching-houses. The Protestant gentry 
and clergy freely subscribed, with many of whom Mr. 
Ouseley had considerable influence. And strange as 
it may seem, many Roman Catholics and several of 
the clergy of the church of Rome, themselves, were 
among those who aided him in this enterprise. In the 
town of Galway a remarkable stretch of liberality was 
manifested by the priests on this occasion. The Romaa 
Catholic Warden subscribed a large sum ; and appen- 
ded to his name a strong recommendation to his clergy 
and people to follow his example. This is a fact 
worthy of particular notice. The Rev. gentleman 
&:ave as a reason for his conduct, that it would prevent 
Mr. Ouseley in future preaching in the streets. This 
affords no mean proof of the good effects of street- 
preaching. I am willing to ascribe it to higher motives, 
but to whatever cause it may be attributed, it Mas an 
extraordinary instance of generosity. In other parts 
too, the priests and some of their people, with surprising 
readiness, contributed to the erection of Methodist 
houses of worship, and at the very time too, that Mr. 
Ouseley was publishing his controversial Tract against 
Father Thayer. I shall make no remark on the 
character and style of the chapels built by Mr. Ouseley ; 
some of them stand to the present day, and, if others 
have been superseded by buildings of a superior order, 
very likely these would never have been built, nor 
had any occasion for them existed, had not those been, 
in earlier times, erected by the pious zeal and toil of 
Mr. Ouseley. I have heard some complaints of the 
upper room in Galway ; — This house was purchased 
and fitted up at considerable expense, but no suitable 
site could be procured for any money, by Mr. Ouseley. 
A dwelling house was offered for sale in Court House 
Lane, then, (before the erection of the present Court 
House,) a very respectable situation. Mr. Ouseley on 
the occasion did the best he could ^ if now a more 
worthy and suitable place to worship God, and preacK 
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liis holy word, exists, I rejoice ; but, ^' Let not him 
that girdeth on the harness, boast himself as he that 
patteth it off." 

Mr. Nelson whose ministrations are still gratefully 
remembered in that country, was removed to another 
field of labour at the end of one year, a circumstance 
of general regret ; and which Mr. Ouseley also regretted. 
But obtaining two faithful zealous young men, Messrs* 
Edward Johnston and Cobain, he became reconciled; 
and their labours were made a blessing to hundreds. 
Mr* Johnston and I, in the absence of Mr. Ouseley, 
on the 21st of June, 1812, held our annual field- 
meeting, in Ballineven. And the great Head of the 
churchnonoured his own word, and many in the large 
assembly felt its gracious and enlivening power. 

Being a good deal engaged with Mr. Ouseley, my 
second and third year, in assisting him in raising 
fimds, &c. I had many more opportunities of wit- 
nessing his character and spirit. Sometimes we would 
meet at the most important places — and then separate 
for the purpose of visiting isolated districts where any 
prospect existed of obtaining pecuniary aid. 

Having in the month of August, 1812, spent some 
days in the neighbourhood of Mount Shannon, for the 
above purpose — I sailed with some friends from Cloon- 
msh, across that part of the river Shannon, well known 
as Lough Derg, to my friend's Mr. Francis Kent, of 
Garry kennedy, to try what could be done in the county 
Tipperary. The evening was beautifully fine, which 
contributed in no small degree to the effect of the de- 
lightfiil prospect, which opened on every side. It is 
impossible to give any thing like an adequate deline- 
ation of the various views afforded, in crossing, this 
part of the river Shannon. The Lough is in length 
nearly thirty miles, reaching from Portumna, to within 
a mile of Killaloe ; and besides its several extensive 
bays, varying from three to four miles in breadth, 
bounded on 3ie South-east by the mountains of Tip- 
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perary, on the North-west by the Woodford monntaiDS, 
and on the West, at Skariff bay, by the craggy rocks 
of Clare ; presenting wild and beautiful scenery as far 
as the eye can reach. 

This evening we approached the Tipperary side, in 
fnll view of the ridge of mountains which stand in 
bold and striking contrast with the rich lawns, wood- 
ings, and deer-park skirting the lake. With other 
objects which heightent he interest, are the parish 
church of Castletown Arra, near the margin of the 
lake, and the ruins of the ancient castle, from which 
the parish takes its name, casting its shadow on the 
water. It is impossible not to be deeply interested in 
the survey of this noble, expansive dieet of water, with 
its castles, towers, and monastic ruins; its islands, 
creeks and bays ; and the numerous b^uties which 
crowd upon the eye, in this most picturesque and di* 
versified landscape. 

When, more than two years before this time, I first 
rode along here, the scene suddenly burst on mj 
vision, and raised my astonishment, tliel^ was no one 
through that extensive country, who received either 
the Gospel or its messengers. — Now, thank God, 
there are many who hear and believe ; and two most 
respectable houses which receive the messengers of die 
Lord Jesus, some Roman Catholics converted, a most 
interesting society formed, and large coi^regations, in 
two places ; who hear the word. 

A short time before this, I was induced to pay a 
visit to the parish priest. Father Keating, to solicit a 
subscription toward the erection of the Nenagh chapeL 
Being introduced to him in his own house, wlien my 
name was announced, he exclaimed ^ O Beilfy, yon are 
sir, a real Milesian. When I was in college, in France, I 
had two fellow-students of your name, one of them is 
now Primate — and here I am a poor parish priest.^ 
Upon his understanding the object of my visit, he said 
^^ Indeed asthore^ I will give you a guinea on aoeomt 
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ot jcmr ntme." ** Yon act. Father Keating, on higher 
mottves," was the reply. ** I conld give you the money 
now, but I want * said the kind old gentleman, ** to 
see you again." I went, and he, in the most affecti- 
coate manner, handed me the money, and wrote his 
Ofwn name in the subscription book. He requested me 
to lend him some lletnodist books ; I said, '' your 
neiehbour, Mr. Caswell, has a good library and can 
lend yon any you require." He replied, '' no ; I would 
prefer yonr own selection— for I want to form a 
jndgment for myself of your religion." Before I re- 
tsmedy he was no more an inhabitant of this world. 
There is another circumstance worthy being mentioned, 
as it shews his freedom from the spirit of intolerance 
so prevalent amongst the clergy of the church of Rome. 
Some of his iiock had bc^ awakened under the 
piea<^ing of the word; and especially one lady of 
respectability ; which gave great ' alarm to his coad- 
jotor, a Mr. Harty : — ^The latter came to him, and 
said, ** There now, — what will you do ? Your whole 
puish are going after the Swaddlers ! There is Mrs. 
K- ' ■ the most respectable woman in your flock, — 
gone too." The good old man said ; ** and what will 
▼on have me do f " The other replied ; '^ Denounce 
her from the Altar." '« Muisha then," he said, '' I'll 
not denounce her or any one eUe^ let the decent fccman 
^ where she likes" 

In the mean while Mr. Ouseley pressed very urgently 
arguments on Father Thayer. God in his provi- 
dence over-ruled the folly and presumption of an 
American Romish Priest, who arrogantly challenged 
die whole Protestant Literati to answer hiis arguments. 
—Mr. Ouseley, not only replies, in defence of truth, 
bttt by aggressive waifare, enters into the enemjr's 
strongholds, routs his ill-fated antagonist, and leaves 
him no place on which to set his foot. Thayer died 
shortly after, and it was stated to me, by a Limerick 
gentleman of respectability and piety, that there was 
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no question his death was occasioned bj the mortifi- 
cation endured by his defeat. Be this as it may, Mr. 
Oaseley's pjreat work, *' Old Christianity," took its rise 
from this beginning; and but for the knight-errantry 
of Father Thayer, might never have had an existence. 
The work, became enlarged from time to time, by a 
variety of circumstances; generally, when by some 
temporary illness, he was laid aside from his public 
labours, his pen, when at all able to employ it, was 
ever ready ; and then would he, to use his own words, 
'^ amplify it a little,'' and produce new arguments in 
that important work. When unable, at any time to 
exercise his public ministry, he would look so tranquil, 
and even pleased ; and would say, ** The gentle hand 
of my Master is upon me, that I may do something 
for him with my pen." In the early part of the year 
1813, when he got out the second edition of his work, 
he was so afflicted ^ith a pain in his eye, that he 
could neither preach nor write. He stopped in Lime- 
rick, at the hospitable house of his kind friend, Chorge 
Evans, Esq. While there, two young ladies, ono 
daughter and the other niece of Mrs. Evans, prepared, 
under his direction, his papers for the press, until, if 
they did not become adepts in polemical Divinity, diey^ 
at least, felt perfectly satisfied as to the validity of Mr. 
Ouseley's doctrines. They, however, thought that as 
they had received such a plenary application of Ex- 
treme Unction, it was hardly consistent to detain 
them so long in the pains of Purgatory. Altbougk 
the first letter, did not exceed 40 pages, this eecoiid 
edition reached 140 pages. 

On the third of May, 1812, Mr. Ouseley narrowly 
escaped bein? dangerously hurt. We met in Enuiii 
and after I had preached in the evening, he went to 
the stable to another part of the town, to look after oor 
horses ; some persons intent upon injuring him watched 
his return, the night was rather wet, and Mr. Ouad^- 
providentially held up his umbrella; a atone wait 
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ihrown at him with great force and precision^ but in- 
stead of hitting his head, as was intended, the handle 
of the umbrella, prevented, and his thumb which was 
on it received the blow, and it was laid open from the 
top to the joint. He calmly said ^* Thank jou ; you 
have drawn mj blood at last/' They ran off, and he 
proceeded to Mrs. Lloyd's, where, with some friends, 
we spent the evening. A gentleman present wanted to 
punsoe the assailants, but Mr. Ouseley would not per- 
mit it. And, although the incision was exceedingly 
severe and painful, he rejoiced that he was counted 
worthy to suffer persecution for the name of Jesus. 
By a very remarkable interposition of Divine provi- 
dnce, the offender was soon discovered. He was a 
fine looking young man, a carpenter's apprentice, who, 
at the time, was employed by Mr. Ouseley, in building 
onr chapel. This rendered the assault the more unac- 
coontable. Some few days afler this occurrence, he 
went to bathe in the river Fer^s, and standing on 
the wall, which bounded the river, from which he 
was accustomed to take a plunge, a stone rolled 
nnder his feet, in making the attempt, and he fell 
on his stomach; immediate iniiamation set in, and 
in a few davs, he died in the utmost agony. His asso- 
ciates in the late attack disclosed the affair; he was 
the person who aimed the blow at the head of God's 
servant. We said nothing of it, but the people gene- 
rally drew the moral, and Mr. Ouseley passed mimo- 
ksted the rest of his time in Ennis. Two instances of 
a like fatal nature, took place in other parts of the 
Mission, one in O'Brien s Bridge, and another in 
Bnrrisoleagh ; the circumstances relating to which 
wonld the too tedious for this place. ^^ Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.'' 

Mr. Ouseley went on his way to the close of the 
year, '* Offering the people what they did not like to 
take, and asking from them what they did not like to 
give," but succ^ing wonderfully in giving and re- 
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ceiving untily on the one hand, many were enriched 
with Gospel blessings ; and, on the other, many contri- 
bated largely to the work of the Lord. According to 
the direction of the Ccmference, Mr. Ouseley visited 
all the counties in Gonnaught, and parts of Munster^ 
Leinster, and Ulster, and in his coarse preached eyery 
where, and solicited pecuniary aid in the work of his 
great Master, in which he was engaged. It supplied 
many incidents of a most interestmg kind, and exhi- 
bitea Mr. Ouseley's character ycry often in some new 
and striking feature, as he came in contact with a 
variety of persons. 

On Wed. December 9th, he proceeded on his tour, 
through the province of Gonnaught, after preaclung in 
Birr two or three times; and on Thursday, 10th, 
reached Eyrecourt, where he preached. I had to 
accompany him in this journey, which was one of 
great interest, and affording many incidents. We 
were invited to breakfast on Friday morning, bj a 
magistrate, a relative of Mr. Ouseley's, — But some 
family affairs requiring Mr. Ouseley's influence and 
presence, we were delayed beyond our expectation. 
We proceeded to Kiilimor, the residence of Mr. 
Hardy, and as we could not reach the next place be- 
fore a late hour, Mr. Ouseley was prevailed on to 
remain for the night. Just before the &mily went to 
tea, a tail gentleman of very marked, intelligent conn- 
tenance entered the room ; but it was evident, from 
his appearance, that his constitution was impaired. 
His outside-coat hung loosely over his shoulders, and 
he, by his whole manner, seemed on a familiar footing 
with the family. He was no other than the Rev. 
Father Glin, the Parish priest ; who, as is the habit 
with many of his Order, among respectable Protestants, 
had cultivated an intimacy with the family. He very 
soon gave indications of dissatisfaction at seeing tli^ 
Missionaries there, and not knowing Mr. Ouseley, he 
threw down the gauntlet, already imagining himself 
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me of victorj . He said, ^^ It would be a very desi- 
»le thing, if there were a convention of representa- 
68, from all the states in Christendom^ for the 
|i06e of settling the faith of the world, and giving 

true sense of Scriptare; and not to have every 
ker and tailor that please, standing up as inter- 
ters of the word of God." This was too plain to be 
tnnderstood, although Mr. Ouselej said, '^ Indeed 

if this coold be accomplished it would be a very 
lirable object ;" 1 was aware that there was some- 
Dg in store for the Priest, of which he had no 
icipation ; and, wishing to give Mr. Ouseley time 
the defence, I shewed some reasons for my dissenting 
m the opinion advanced. He replied, ''It is 
possible sir, that the judgment formed by such an 
embly could be any thing but infallible." Mr. 
iseley then commenced his attack on the system of 
pish infallibility, already existing, and which had 
od for centuries. '^ I feel he said, strong and 
Teasing objections to that system." The other 
loired. " To what part of it sir V "I shall,*' says 
'• Ouseley, ^ begin with Extreme Unction, which 
no Christian sacrament according to your own 
Snition." He replied, '^ O my dear sir, was it not 
ight by St. James as having been instituted by 
ms Christ?" Mr. Ouseley replied; ^^No sir, you 
i aware that in order to its being a sacrament it 
mid have been instituied by Christ — and so is the 
iincil of Trent at a loss, that three hundred Bishops, 
th the Pope at their head, could not find a single 
rd of our Lord to sanction its institution. Lest 
a might suppose me arguing unfairly, I'll quote 
J words of the Trent Council for you — *This holy 
>inting of the sick is instituted, as it were a true 
I proper sacrament of the New Testament : hinted 
indeed by Christ our Lord in St. Mark, but recom- 
nded and promulgated by the Apostle St. James, 
.' And thus you build the doctrine on a mere 
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insinuation CinnrnuUum.J Besides, you say it is 
necessary to saWation, and at the same time not neces- 
sary — For it is forbidden to such as have not come to 
the use of reason, and if a man be about to die imder 
the sentence of the law, he cannot receive this sacra- 
ment. Therefore you cannot believe it divine, whea 
you say it is necessary and not necessary." Many 
other things he added until the Priest, though possessed 
of considerable argumentative poweris, was glad to 
change his ground. Though, unfortunately, for lus 
creed, to no better purpose. The next subject was 
that of Half-communion, — I need not dwell on their 
denying the cup to the laity, — ^The doctrine of Inten- 
tion, &c., &c. ; but these various topics are fully 
treated of in his '* Old Christianity." So pressed was 
he at length, that he hoped to make his escape bj 
exclaiming, *' O, my dear sir, if you were to see all the 
books that I saw, when I was at College in France, on 
that one subject — * The real Presence, you would be 
afraid to speak a word upon it all the days of your 
life." Mr. Ouseley rejoined, — " My dear sir, there are 
some things which a child can know as well as an 
Archbishop — For instance ; how many panes of glass 
in that window," pointing at a window in the parlour 
— " Poh 1 " said the priest, " that's a physical fact, any 
one can tell that." Mr. Ouseley retorted — " Is it not 
equally a physical fact, that John the Baptist was 
not the son of the Virgin Mary?" The Pnest said, 
"Very true indeed sir." "Why," returned Mr. Ouseley 
" is he not her son ?" *• Because" said he, *' John the 
Baptist was never bom of the Virgin Mary/' " Could 
any man," said Mr. O. "that had never been bom of her* 
by any power, ever become her son?" "Ceitainly 
not," said the Priest. " Could any ihm^ that never was 
horn of her ever become her son I " " Indeed I think 
not." " I have you now my good fellow, — Can the 
com which grew up last year, ground by the miller, 
baked by the baker, and consecrated by the priest by 
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pomer of Ofod or man become ibetoaotihe Tinan, 
ff ''O/MidFallierGHii^'antbuigiarepowble 
od/* ''No,'' Mid Mr. Onidejr, ''att thuugi are 
lomble to God ; far it u impofs3»le finr G^ to 
. Ke, CT work a fetf^xmtradicmiiy wUch would be 
nari^ inrcired in tbe doctrine at jaur cbiireh^ 
les; tbere are, aeoording to jaur own canon 
reeaMiyin wliidi defects majoccnr in the Eocha- 
—Befectf in the hread; in the wine, — in the femiy 
tbe Miniatry, lu^. So thai according to jonr own 
'uie it if nttefty impoirible to know when tbere ia 
e mcfameoL And bow can anr rational being 
re, that the accidenta to which the Hoat ia liable 
ia|ipentotlieSon<rf'6od. It can be carried awaj 
le wind and totally disappear* be deroored bf an 
aly bf a moose or rat, — a mder can be drowned 
e empf it can be frozen, nil on the groond, be 
tied bf the Priest, {riooslj swallowed np again, 
1 no with the tongoe ; and the wine can, if 
Bed, be ponred on linen or tow, dried, then be 
id, and the ashes buried in holy gronnd* Now^ 
emit me to ask ; can 700 belicTe the doctrine of 
own church? Can any man in his senses think, 
my of the abore occnrencestake (rface with regard 
stmeChristf The priest was confonnded, and 
^Tme enough sir; a great many people think 
in things are possible to God, but ne could not 
this stick in my hand without two ends on it, 
take two hills without a ralley between them?^ 
he fiurly acknowledged himself ranquished* 
hawe conrersaiion lasted feur hours, and tberefere 
can be no more than a brief summary of the 
loits employed by Mr. Ooseley, on the occasion ; 
boc^ the Tcry expressions are, for tbe most part 
, I cannot account tar the exact {arm of the 
woX m ewerj case. There is a note in Mr 
ey^s book referring to this controversy. Next 
ng the Priest came into the gentleman^s bouse 

ma 
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and said to his son, " Why Master James, these Me- 
thodist preachers are queer fellows, I declare, I did 
not think that they were such men/' The young 
gentleman said, " But what do you think of your own 
argument Father Glin ? " " If it were not for the bit 
of bread,'* he replied, " I would never celebrate Mass as 
long as I live." This was no slight admission in a family 
in which he had sought to ingratiate himself! 

On Saturday the 1 2tb, we proceeded on our route 
through Longhrea ; as we approached the town, Mr. 
Ouseley suddenly reined in bis horse, and exclaimed, 
" I feel as if the atmosphere were crowded with Devils ; 
we'll be attacked in town." Before we reached the town, 
Mr. Ouseley rode to the residence of a magistrate in 
the suburbs, to request his protection through the 
crowd. The Magistrate not being at home, he turned 
away, and meeting a military sergeant, he mentioned 
to him the apprehension he was under of being attacked 
by the mob as he passed through the town, and re- 
quested him to walk in company with us. He kindly 
consented, and turned with us toward the town. It 
was market day, the Main Street which is a long one, 
was exceedingly thronged from end to end, so that 
we were obliged to ride in single file. Mr. Ouseley 
did not attempt preachiPjOf ; but the moment he made 
his appearance, a most hideous yell was set up, which 
never fails in an Irish mob, to prepare for the most 
ferocions acts : we rode on at an easy gait, f for we 
could not possibly ride fast,) having to pass tnrongh 
a dense crowd. Every kind of abuse and execration 
were heaped on the object of their hate, by the vile , 
mob; and all kinds of missiles flung with the utmost 
fury at his head. At length we reached the Guard* 
House, at which a sentinel was placed, and Mr. 
Ouseley halted, and, facing the crowd, turned his hack 
toward the Guard-House. It was in vain to expos* 
tulate with them on their savage conduct, they still 
persisted in throwing every thing they could lay- hold 



BXt. eiDXOV OVBBLBT. 203 

on, vntil at kngth a large cabbagenrtalk hit the sentinel, 
and nearlj knocked him down, he levelled his mnsket 
at the person — the mob thinned and drew back, the 
fellow was made a prisoner of and lodged in the Guard- 
House, and in the mean while, Mr. Ouselej, and I, 
rode off nnhnrt. Then the mob attacked the Guard 
and would hare torn down the House, had not 
their companion been liberated. We rode on to Mr. 
Cannon's of Millmount, three miles farther, and 
rejoiced together, with our friends, at the great deli- 
Terance that God had wrought out for us. And such 
an OTerwhelming power of the Divine presence I have 
hardlj ever witnessed, as was then manifested. It 
certainly was one of the most memorable days I ever 
jet have seen. The awful presentiment on the mind 
of God's servant — the frightml, unprovoked and mur- 
derous attack of a fiirions mob on the man of God — 
passing through thousands of them without receiving 
any injury, and at last, under the Divine providence, 
escaping unhurt.* 

We passed on to Galway against Sunday, and on 
Tuesday 15th proceeded to Tuam ; Mr. Ouseley 
preached without interruption in the street, and I 
afterwards in the chapel. Mr. Ouseley went to Dun- 
more on Wednesday, and I followed him on Thursday, 
and preached to a room full that evening, in his father^s 
honse ; and had the pleasure of being introduced to 
the old lady and gentleman, the mother and father of 
Mr. Ouseley — most interesting to me to see the vene- 
foble parents of my friend. 

* An aeeooot, which had appeared in a Newspaper, is giyen hy 
Am Her, James Caaghey, in his Letters, which agrees in some of 
km dreomstances with what I witnessed ; hnt the attack on Mr. 
OmmHejy is said to have taken place at the Barrack of Longhrea. 
Ikere roaj hare been a second attack, but I hare nerer heard of 
IL And there is some donht thrown on that version of the affair, 
bom the fact, that the Barrack is some distance from the Main- 
llreet, where the Gnard-Honae stood— -The above is a literal de- 
ItripCioB of the oeeaRenee. 
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On Friday 18th we travelled to the neighbourhood 
of Hollymount — and thence to Castlebar, Mr, Ouseley, 
preaching in the streets as we travelled along. A little 
opposition to street-preaching in Castlebar, attempted 
by the mob, was soon put down by the Magistrate. 
Here I received a letter from the county of Clare, 
informing me of a most disastrous event. Mr. Ouseley 
had found access to the house of a Roman Catholic 
gentleman of respectability, — whose excellent wife was 
a Protestant, and who had trained two lovely daugh- 
ters in the principles of the Gospel. The gentleman 
himself continued a Roman Catholic, and high in the 
esteem Hud confidence of the clergy. But soon after 
he heard Mr. Ouseley, his mind was opened to receive 
the truth, and he was too independent and ingenuous 
to conceal the change. The consequence was, that a 
systematic persecution was commenced against him; 
and by the hands of the incendiary his bouse and 
oflSces, and farm-yard were all burned to the ground— 
and himself and interesting family narrowly escaped, 
in the dead of night, by flying in their night-dresses 
to the open fields ; thus in the depth of winter were 
they left to seek shelter in the ditches of their own land. 
It was too much for husband and father; his great 
mental powers received a fearful shock, and his reason 
for a short time reeled under the calamity ; inflicted 
for no other reason, than for his having received and 
avowed the truth of the religion of Jesus Christ ! 

Mr, Ouseley on Tuesday the 22nd came to Newport, 
but his attempt to preach in the street was frustrated 
by the violence of the mob — and nothing of note 
occurred until we came to Westport. This is a bean- 
tiful town at the termination of the road from Publin. 
I rode round it the day after my arrival, and was 
greatly struck with the picturesque scenery surrounding 
it. The approach from Castlebar is singularly fine, 
being adorned with the demesne of the Marquis of 
Sligo, with which his splendid mansion is environed* 
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It oommands a fine view of the nxmntain of Croa^h- 
patrick. — (the famons Rick) the lofty ranges of Achill 
and Erris, terminating in the stupendous mountain of 
NefAin ; and of Clew bay, studded with innumerable 
islands. 

Here, in street-preachingr, asin^lar scene was exhi- 
bited. Mr. Onseley on Thursday morning, about 
eifi^ht o'clock stood up in the market, in an open part, 
where not much business was going on. Great num- 
bers ran to hear him; and he preached with great 
Tehemence in both English and Irish. Two priests 
took the alarm, and repairing to the place endeavoured 
to scatter the congregation — and in some degree suc- 
ceeded. They then retired, — Mr. Ouseley again com- 
menced, and rallied the congregation. He cried out : 
— ** My good people don't mind these men, they are 
like persons who utter base coin, and when an honest 
man comes into the market with his scales and weight, 
to prove that their money is bad, they don't like it." 
He proceeded to shew the congregation what the 
genuine doctrine of Christ was, which the Priests, 
though sworn on the New Testament to believe it, 
endeavour to destroy. One of the Priests of the name 
of Judge, seeing the multitude re-assembled, ran in 
among them, and wrenching a bludgeon out of the 
hands of one of the countrymen, began most unmerci- 
fally to lay around him, and dealt heavy blows on all 
the people. Mr. Ouseley then addressed Father 
Jndge, in these words — *' That is it, that is the way to 
convince the reason of men by a Buille mhaide (vaide) 
the stroke of a stick. Again they were partially scat- 
tered, and again were they rallied, and Mr. Ouseley 
continued his discourse. But some man partaking 
the feeling of his spiritual guide — standing at a distance, 
<m Mr. Onseley's right hand, seized upon a hard peat, 
rendered harder by the frost, I stood on a chair, on 
Kr. Onseley's left, he standing on another chair. I 
the die missile coming, h^ not time to warn him 
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of his dane^er, bnt stooped instinotiyelj to ayoid the 
blow — when it hit him on the right oheek and temple, 
and nearly knocked him down, producing a serere 
contusion in the whole of the right side or his head. 
Though the Priest succeeded in evading the ends of 
justice — he was soon called into the presence of the 
great Judge. There did not seem a seoond person in 
the crowd engaged in this assault. While many with 
^reat earnestness heard the word, one onlj, by the 
instigation of the Priests, raised the hand of persecution. 
Though Mr. Onseley preached in every town, in the 
most public places, very little persecution was he called 
to enaure. In Ballina he was in s<mie danger. In 
the market of that town, in the beginning of January, 
1813, we preached in the street; the spot be chose to 
0tand, was before the window of a respectable frieod, 
Mr. Oram Lundy ; I had first preached, and being greatly 
fatigued, sat down on the cnair on which I had been 
standing. Mr. Ouseley's manner that day» I shall 
nev(T rorget. He held in his hand the tract he had 
written to Father Thayer, informed the people that the 
Priest had been a Protestant, and was brought in his 
own country, America, to embrace the Catholic fitith— 
and then he comes over to Ireland to convince us all 
of the errors of Protestantism, and lead us back to the 
true church. ^^ I'll read his challenge for you," said 
Mr. Ouseley, and he read the challenge which Father 
Thayer gives to all the Protestant clergy. While this 
was going on, thousands around seemed delighted, and 
bung upon his lips, but when he laid open their religion 
and stated his own objections some of them took the 
alarm. A large potato was flung at him, and instead 
of hitting the object for whom it was intended, it came 
with ereat force, against Mr. Bruce who stood at Mr. 
Ousefey's left hand — happily his head was protected 
by a strong bat or the effect of the stroke might have 
been very serious. Two daring fellows in the crowd, 
however, were determined to take the preacher dowm 
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[ one supplied his companion with ammunition, — 
iie the other levelled a stone at the head of Mr. 
ieiey. Just as he raised his hand in involuntary 
[on the stone passed under his arm and struck the 
ice of Mr. Lundy's window, bent it and broke the 
dow inside. Mr. Ouseley however, escaped unhurt, 
. some friends who had been watching the assailants 
jed on them both, and they were soon lodged in 
dewell. Mr. O. was oblip^ed to lodge informations, 
le had in the case of Father Judge, not for vindic- 
t purposes, but to secure the protection of the law in 
performance of the duties of his important and 
red calling. The men were admitted to bail, he 
> flung the stones absconded, while he who sup- 
d him with them, was tried before the Assistant 
nrister, at the Quarter Sessions, and sentenced to 
months' imprisonment. 

fr. Ouseley at this time passed into Erris, a 
insula in the West of Mayo ; a part at such a season 
f difficult of access. There, for several days, he 
mred as other times, with fervour and faithfulness. 
Rev. Robert Bruce who accompanied him in this 
arsion from the Ballina circuit, regarded it as a 
1 privilege to be associated with Mr. Ouseley for 
1 a few days, in travelling and labour — He writes 
trong and affectionate terms on the subject ; and 
neates with vivid effect some of the scenes which 
m that occasion witnessed. Mr. Bruce describes 
as inde^tigable in preaching Christ to all ranks 
persons, and the effects to be most powerful, 
ccompanied by me, early in 1813, Mr. Ouseley 
t into Erris, where we remained for a week, — I 
never been so long in his company before. His 
It and manner, his zeal for God, and his anxiety to 
gsouls to Christ, were the subjects of my observation 
serious reflection ; and, I trust not without profit, 
stopped at Major Bingham's three days, where he 
ii^ed to that gentleman and his family, not only 

K 6 
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generally bnt individaally with powerful effect." The 
most remarkable incident during that visit was a ren* 
counter between Mr. Ouseley and the parish Priest 
— ^This scene was also witnessed by Mr. Feely, then a 
sincere and intelligent Roman Catholic. Mr. Bruce 
continues; "On Sunday morning Mr. Ouseley preached 
in Major Bingham's parlour, and accompanied by the 
Major and myself, proceeded to Bingham's Town. 
Father Jordan had celebrated Mass at the end of an 
old house, and had gone into a shebeen- house to take 
his grog. A number of people strolling along the shore, 
and some standing in groups talking to each other. 
Mr. Ouseley took his stand in a convenient spot, with 
the Major on the one hand and myself on the other. 
While he sung two verses of a hymn in English and 
Irish, a lart^e congregation assembled, and he addressed 
them in Irish — They seemed amazed, and soon indi- 
cations of deep interest were evident — the big tears 
streaming from their eyes and the heavy sobs which 
were perceptible. All showed that the Holy Spirit 
applied the word to their hearts. In the mean while. 
Father Jordan came forth from the cabin in which he 
had been regaling himself, and such a scene took place 
as I shall never forget in this world. The Rev. Father 
began by driving the people away, — sometimes using 
his stick for the purpose. Mr. Ouseley spoke to him 
on the impropriety of preventing the poor people from 
hearing the Gospel ; when a desultory argument took 
place between them. Mr. Ouseley sometimes quoting 
Scripture, and sometimes the Council of Trent, and 
sometimes the Fathers. The Priest soon relinquished 
the contest — and again used the stick to drive them 
away. Don't be surprised my good people at what 
this man is doing — he is sworn on the Holy Evan- 
gelists to prevent you from hearing me. The Priest 
denied it, but said he did his duty in preventing his 
people from hearing Heretics. 'Oh!' said Mr. 
Ouseley ' you need not tell me ; I know your oath as 
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well as yon do joareelf/ Then taking the Conncll of 
Trent ont of his pocket, read part of it in Latin, and 
translated it into English and Irish, to the no small 
annojance of the Priest." A Roman Catholic gentle- 
man in the crowds a Mr. O'Donald, had heard Mr. 
Bmce^ in his own honse, and was verj much pleased 
•^was anxious to hear Mr. Ouselej, and said aloud 
*^ We must hear what the gentleman has to say — we 
will wait and hear for ourselves. Tlie Priest addressed 
him in a very angry tone, ^* Go home, you have heard 
Mass, that's quite enough for you." The gentleman 
tnm^ at the Priest in a most contemptuous manner, 
gave him such a reply as was suitable to the character 
of the Holy Father ; but, while it exposed him to the 
ridicule of all preseat, partook too much of the ludi- 
CTOUB to he inserted here. At the suggestion of Major 
Bingham, Mr. Ouseley rode across a stream, at a 
little distance, and then, in his usual style and man- 
ner, preached on, ' Thou art Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, &c.' The word was with 
powerful effect ; although the Priest in the mean while 
was beating an old kettle, in order to drown the voice 
of the preacher ; in which, according to Mr. Feely, he 
was aided by an itinerant tinker, who was there selling 
bis ware. Major Bingham and Messrs. Ouseley and 
Bmce all the time on horseback. In the evening 
Mr. Ouseley preached again in the Major's parlour. 
'^Thus ended," says Mr. Bruce, '^One of the most 
memorable days of my life." 

Mr. Ouseley soon rejoined me, and we visited 
several more towns in the Western province, — 
Sligo, Boyle, Carrick-on-Shannon, Ballinamore, Mohill, 
Strokestown Elphin, Roscommon, Castlerea, &c., and, 
even for ashort time, proceeded into the county of Cavan, 
and for eight or nine weeks, matters of great importance 
•nd interest were of daily occurrence. He visited 
Gentry, Clergy and Bishops on his way, and almost, in 
every case^ met a generous reception; and I have 
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reason to bdiere, tbroogk the blesriiip of his Divine 
Master, his visits vrere not only gratifying, but profit- 
able, to the several classes of persons vrhere he called, 
as were his publto ministrations, in the numerous 
towns in whicn they were exercised. 

When we reached Dunmore, Mr. Onseley's presence 
was hailed by his friends, bat even here, where a little 
rest would have been requisite, and natural, he must 
preach in the street, — standing at the end of an Inn in 
the town, with his own father's residence in view he 
delivered to a dense crowd, a discourse in Irish of a 
full hour*8 length. Such a torrent of Irish eloquence 
I never listened to. One man in the crowd endea- 
voured to interrupt him, but he was soon silenced by 
Mr. Ouseley; and the whole assembly was greatly 
affected. When we came to his father's, the old gen- 
tleman heard that some fellow had interrupted hts son. 
He was ready to sally forth ** to chastise the ruffian 
that dare, in his own town to interrupt his beloved 
Gideon." 

If one week or day which Mr. Bruce spent in Mr. 
Ouseiey's company was really so memorable, what 
effect must three years of Christian communion, and 
of associated labours, and travels, have had^on my 
memory and heart? Some of those impressions have 
already been faintly depicted, but no language dbuM 
adequately describe the veneration which I entertained 
for that singular man— veneration increased by every 
day's acquaintance and blended with tender affection, 
which time cannot efface. But the period arrives 
when a separation must take place. While I am 
appointed to a more limited sphere, Mr. Ouseley afler 
five years of almost unprecedented effort, and corres- 
ponding prosperity, is removed to another pravince, to 
pursue a similar course of unwearied toil ; and to 
witness like gracious evidences of divine approval and 
success. 

Yours, &c., W. R. 
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LETTER XI. 

Iiiah Conference 1813 — ^Doctor Coke presides for the last time — 
Mr. Ooseley offers himself for India — Conference interposes — 
Appointed to labour in the North — Mr. Arthur Noble to be his 
eoUeague — Awakened under a sermon preached by Mr. Ouseley 
in Fintona — Many who were destined for the ministry converted 
by means of Mr. O. — Rev. WQliam Copeland, Rev. James Home 
and others — During the first year Mr. Ouseley extends his 
labours beyond the prescribed bounds — Obtains two more col- 
leafoes tiie second year — Labours very generally through the 
kingdom — Not confined to Ireland — ^Visits England and S<K>tland 
— ^Mode of preaching, the same as descril^, pursued with 
Increasing success — Appointed several successive years as a 
general Missionary — Tours to the South attended with great 
■access — His description of Phillip Rorke — Rebukes a Priest 
at Maoorhamilton — ^Travels extensively — Witnesses wonderful 
effects of the Goq>el — Preaches to great crowds in Enniskillen 
— Narrowly escapes with his life from a mob in Killetter fair — 
Escape in the South of Ireland — In Connaught — Field-meeting 
in eoonty of Donegal — Rides 20 miles through incessant rain — 
Labours in Enniskillen — Dungannon — Monaghan — Supinenesso^ 
the English with regard to the encroachments of Romanism — 
Preaches in the open air in Dublin — Many real converts who 
firom fear dare not avow the change. 

Mt dear Friend, 

The Conference of 1813 wag one of deep interest to 
the preachers of the Irish connexion. It was the last 
time that Doctor Coke filled the President's chair. 
His mind was deeply impressed with the claims of 
India, so that he sometimes seemed wholly engrossed 
by the all-absorbing subject. Buchanan's Christian 
Researches before him, his fore-finger embossed in his 
cheek; and at intervals crying out, ^' I am now alive 
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only for India ! " When the question, ** who will offer 
himself to accompany Doctor Coke to India," was 
heard in the Conference, Mr. Ouseley was one of the 
first to volunteer for this uew and arduous undertaking, 
— He stood forth in the Conference with tears streaming 
from his eyes, lamenting that he had been compara- 
tively unsuccessful among his country men, and that 
he believed he would be more useful in a strange land. 
Doctor Coke would have been delighted to avail him- 
self of the offer of his friend as his colleague, but the 
Conference interposed. ^^Mr. Ouseley can not be 
spared; he has not yet fulfilled his Mission in his 
native country, and his place cannot be supplied on the 
Irish Mission/' In vain the Doctor pleaded, in vain 
the candidate for India urged, with tears, a variety of 
reasons why he should go; his knowledge of the 
classics gave him facility in learning languaofes, and 
that there was a great affinity between the Irish lan- 
guag^e and some of the languages of Europe spoken in 
Ceylon, &c. The Conference was inflexible and over- 
ruled the determination. It wril be seen in the course 
of this letter, that the Irish Conference was under the 
direction of Divine wisdom in its decision, and that 
the providential sphere of Mr. Ouseley 's future labours 
was Ireland. 

The next appointment of our Irish Missionary, was 
to the counties of Antrim and Londonderry ; but in 
reality a much more general field of usefulness was 
occupied by him than that nominally assigned him. 
And whatever restrictions seemed to mark his limits, 
nothing could control his indomitable zeal and deter- 
mination in going forth at large to preach the Gospel 
throughout the land. And during the following years 
he was directed by the same hallowed impulse, in his 
arduous enterprise : and as will appear, his labour was 
not in vain in the Lord. 

Mr. Ouseley's ministry was effectual in numerous 
Instances, in the conversion of young men, who were 
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is other chitrche0. 

r. Koble wstf among the froits of his earlj mmh^ 
A short thne after their appointmeot tothe Irish 
ion^ Messrs. Graham and Onselej, with their 
f in their hands^ their Maek caps on, rode into 
Mm c4 Fiotona, and opened theirjgreat commission 
trroandine nrahitad^ Mr* oinselej was the 
iKT on the oecanon ; his text was Ber. r'u IT* 
r the great daf of his wrath is come ; and who 
heabfetostand?'' All heard with the deepest 
tion and manj tears. A jootb, zhooi fifteen 
> of age, waa bj eunonij drawn to the spot, and 
deeplj strock with the zyfteAtznee of that extra- 
fsny man, while tears mmgled with pers]Mrati<m 
1 down his face. At the conchision of his di»- 
le, and jnst as he waa riding awaj tbrooeh the 
dy he raised his roiee and rehementl^ cried out, 
Fbitona, Fintona, ! Remember, that on tbe great 
rhfch I bare been endeaTOoriiig to describe, jon 
recall to mind, that a man sitting on his horse in 
treet, warned jon to prepare to meet roor God/' 
bd referred to, was orerwbelmed with a sense of 
m^ Mid gnilt, cried esLmestlj for mercy ^ and soon 
ned fbrgfreness, and a sense of his acceptance 
^ the atoning blood. Tbb is the person who is 
ippointed to share for seren or ei^ht soccesdre 
(, m die toils and trarels of his spiritoal father. 
i late reneraUe Gideon Onseley," sars Mr. Noble 
p mj htlier in the Gospel: and little did I 
: at the period of mj conrersico, that tbe nrowy- 
tofGoif would bare called me into the Mission- 
; nrach less that I sboold one daj be appointed 
e Conference, as felloW'traTeller, with this faith- 
an of God, who bad been the instmment of mj 
mMLT Tbe bte Rer. William Copdand^ abooi 
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the same period, then a yoath, was led to a saving 
knowledge of Christ by the same instrumentality. He 
was, by a street-sermon of Mr. Ouseley's, brought 
under spiritual concern, which issued in his conversion; 
and, subsequently, to the consecration of himself to the 
Christian ministry. He, many years, sustained a high 
place in the Methodist Connexion as a man of sainur 
character, and a distinguished minister of the QospeL 
On Mr. Ouseley's first appointment to the Galway 
Mission, the Rev. James Home, heard, and received 
the Gospel from his lips, and was, always after, claimed 
by Mr. Ouseley as his spiritual child. In one of his 
letters to the Committee he does not hesitate to state 
this fact. — Mr. Home has long been a useful Missionary 
in the West Indies. Many more might in like manner 
be named, who, in after years, were, through his means 
made the ministers of grace to others. And some 
clergymen of eminence and distinction in the Esta- 
blished church, received their first religious impres- 
sions under the ministry of Mr. Ouseley. 

During 1813 and the three or four succeeding years 
the Irish Missionary extends his labours and travels, 
far beyond the bounds prescribed — and so convinced 
was the Conference of the value of his exertions in 
this extraordinary way, that he was granted two 
additional colleagues, and the year following three, so 
greatly grew the word of the Lord. By very strong 
ar&fuments, Mr. Ouseley, shews his peculiar call to the 
Irish generally, and supplies many instances of unde- 
niable evidence confirmatory of his views on this 
important subject. ''I have left Messrs. Kidd and 
Johnston on their station, Mr. Noble and I having 
resolved to take the kingdom at large, and preach in 
the broad places thereof, — even in the open streets." 

So intensely was he engaged in pursuit of the great 
object, that sometimes he would, in distant places of 
the kingdom, continue in incessant labours during six 
months without being more than one week at home. 
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•*On tlie llth of May," Mr. Ouseley remarks, "I had 
tb lay by my pen, before I could close my letter, nor 
oonld I take it up again, with preaching, long journeys, 
Ac, till I have at length reached home ; not having 
nient more than one week in all, with my dear wife 
smoe November last, till now ; nor having seen her 
Imt twice, in all that time. For the work of the Lord 
•o increaised on every hand, that I could not spare 
time, properly speaking, for any thing else, but to 
attend to it. I have been always of opinion, if I 
would do good to the Roman Catholics, while my 
health continues, and as I speak in the Irish tongue so 
mutih, there is no plan better for me, than to travel 
throng the kingdom, as extensively as possible, and 
to preach all I can, without and within. Thus I 
oome to them unexpectedly, and they hear quietly 
before the priests can have time to warn them. This 
has so well succeeded this year, that more Roman 
Catholics have been awakened and joined our society 
since last Conference, than I have seen for five years 
together. Even since I last wrote to you, in January, 
alMUt twenty have joined in my course." 

The prosperity attending the extraordinary labours 
of Mr. Ouseley had been so remarkable, and the pros- 
pects so cheei^ftig, the Conference was anxious to have 
the opening every where, if possible, entered, and 
therefore directed that he should, at this time, take an 
•xtensive range, not only through the dark places of 
the earth, but among our societies throughout the 
kingdom. Every place he went his presence was 
luuled by his bretnren, and in every place God vouch- 
lafed unequivocal indications of divine approval. Mr. 
Oaseley visited the counties of Wexford and Wicklow, 
md in the towns where I then laboured, the visits of 
;he servant of the Lord were attended with uuprece- 
iented success. In a letter to Mr. Ouseley, about the 
ime, I stated my views of the work, which I may 
lere be allowed to quote. *^ Nothing can exceed my 
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astonishment at the work in Arklow and Wicklow, 
&c. since you and brother Noble were there. The 
most extraordinary conversions which I have ever 
seen or heard of, have taken place in this country. The 
subjects of this, of course, are various ; some very 
respectable, some abandoned, one Atheist, and some 
most singular persecutors, convinced, converted and 
saved from sin ; and some of our old professors sano- 
tified. Jehovah smiles over all the land, ^ the wilde^ 
ness rejoices and blossoms as the rose.' " Mr. Ousekjr 
visited these places again with like results. The whofe 
South of Ireland was wonderfully affected ; and eveiy 
part where he visited, the good Lord accompanied hn 
word ; until, according to his own account, not lea 
than two thousand, from November till May, weie 
added, by his instrumentality, to the Methodist soci- 
eties. Mr. Noble was so exhausted as to require some 
rest, and he went home for that purpose, while lir. 
Ouseley with undimished strength and ardour continaes 
his toil. I was urgently requested to take a tour with 
Mr. O. leaving Mr. Andrew Taylor in my place; 
This was mentioned by Mr. Ouseley, in a letter to the 
Mission-house ; ^^ Brother ReUly has been on. a short 
tour, or two with me, in brother Noble's absence." Oae 
^"^ short tour" was through nearly aU» the counties in 
the South of Ireland, and lasted six weeks. I heard 
Mr. Ouseley frequently, and again, witnessed his un- 
common zeal and wonderful success. When in the 
city of Cork together, I admired him more than on 
any former occasion. Night and day, in public and 
private, with unwearied diligence, he endeavoured to 
persuade men to be reconciled to God. I cannot for* 

fet one discourse of his in the large chapel in Patrick 
treet. The Rev. Thomas Waugh and I sat behbd 
him in the pulpit, while, on a Sunday evening, he 
earnestly and affection atelv urged the crowded congre- 
gation to give up their sms, and yield their hearts to 
God. He placed before them the danger of conti- 
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f m M/- tlmt it woald be as fiUal to the eoiil as 
■ is to die bodj. He ilhistialed this b^ a refer- 
5to an oocarreaee which took place in Klrnsh, in 
aamtf <rf €bre, some jeais befoie. *^ I knew n 
n^ the county Chiey''and« as if be wUied to con- 
ks lestimonj, he tnrned roond soddenlj and said 
other BeiD J knew her too. She, one aaj took a 
iff her side-board, and mistaking it for anotlier, 
lonred ont a gbss o£ its contents, and swalk>wed 
She felt hersdf indisposed immediately ; she 
the bell most Ticrfentlj — and when the senrant 
pached she OTed ont <What was ia that bottle ?' 
damm ma*am,' was the replj. * I^mdannm ! * 
aid, * I am a dead woman ! I have swallowed n 
of it.' She ran to the ofice to her bosband, and 

ont ' P my lore Fm a dead woman, I baye 

owed a dose of poison, — seed for Doctor Elliot 
idiatelj. The Doctor was sent lor, he adminis- 
m stroog emetic, and the poison was dislodged* 
file had not an easy moment while the poison 
ined« And, jety** he adds, '' jon will eat, and 
:,and sleeps — jod will langh, and sing, and dance,^- 
yonr |rieasaie, and transact joar business, amd 
oison of lieD in yonr souL'' This was expressed 
n gravity and force that were indeed appalliDg. 
nnst have greatlj affected all who heard it The 
Is of the years of which we haYC been taking n 
J, are most interesting and important, but Sir too 
srons to be transcribed into this letter: yet some 
em are so striking and characteristic, that they 
It be dispensed with in a record like this, though 
ranscriber might earn for himself the charge of 
dty. AmoDg those places in which large out- 
Bgs of the Eioly Spirit were experienced, we have 
■nmbered the towns in the connty of Wicklow* 
I of the counties of Carlow and Wexford ma^ 
be included. The town of Newtownbarry, is 
ooed by Mr. Ouseley , as being greatly ** moved," 

o 
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especial] V at a morning termon^ &c. ** He preacW 
on Monday morning,'^ says Mr. Thomas Barber, ^ and 
afler preaching hela a prayer-meeting, as he had done 
the evening before, when others professed to have found 
peace with God. — His mode of preaching that morning 
was very peculiar, and did ^eat execution among the 
people. His subject was, the opposition between the 
flesn and spirit, as mentioned in Galatians v. 19* 
* Every person under the dominion of the flesh,' saj» 
Mr. Ouseley, * ii poaefied by a momter with seventeen 
motUhs; and every mouth seeking food suited to its 
nature.' He here named the mouths, the people ap- 
peared horror- struck, and many of them roared alond 
for mercy. The result of these meetings were sixty 
members added to the society." 

in the be&^inning of August, 1818, he passed on ta 
the city of Derry, and in a tour of thirty-two days, he 
travelled 400 miles — and preaches in his usual manner, 
'' in and out of doors." He then went home to breathe 
a day or two — and immediately returned to the work at 
Derry. He preaclied in the morning at inne o'clock, 
at the love-feast, and the meeting continued 'till one 
o'clock. Here a Roman Catholic school-master, who 
had heard him the week before, came that momiog 
seven miles to hear him, remained at the lore-feast, 
was powerfully and deeply affected, trembled and wept, 
and cried aloud for mercy, but soon was able with joy 
to cry out — " Glory to uod for his mercy." Anotner 
Komanist near Burrisokaue, whose name wa? Philip 
Rorke, a great devotee, was about this period, led to 8 
saving knowledge of the truth. Before Mr. Ouseley 
saw him he had become acquainted with some MethO' 
dists in the neighbourhood of Burrisokaue, by whose 
means he was enlightened, and heard the Bible read, 
which created wonder in his mind ; he was about fifty 
years of age, was wholly uneducated, though in several 
ordera of the church of Rome, such as the scapular, 
St. Francis' cord, St. Joseph's habit and ring, &c. He 
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eepeated many rosaries, and was reputed a person of 
gnsat piety. Bat the Lord laid great trouble on his 
mind, and he found no rest because of his sin. In his 
distroBS, he went to several priests, to enauire what he 
fihoald do to be saved. One said to him ^'Go to 
Lon^h Derg ; '* another said, '' Go to Lady's Island ; " 
a third sai^ ^ Receive the Lord's body." To this 
priest he said, *^ Does your Reverence think you can 
make the Lord's body for me ? " "I have that power 
Philip;" said he, "Can you doubt it?" *' Please 
Yoar Reverence " said Philip, " I have two little hens, 
bat 110 cow, now if you can turn them into two milch 
cows for my children to give us milk, I shall believe 
then that you have the power you say." This was too 
severe a test ; no reply was attempted, but " Get agone, 
get agone," and so they parted. Mr. Ouseley h^ to 
pafig Sirough this country immediately after the Con- 
ference, on his way to CTonnaught, met with Philip — 
and got for him a pair of spectacles and a spelling book. 
The experience ot this poor man b related by Mr. 
Ooseley, and shows, in a high degree, the power of 
divine grace. He was blessedly led out of ignorance 
and sin, into the enjoyment of Gospel light and into 
die favour and the peace of God ; and clearly and 
flatisfiEtetorily expressed himself on this interesting sub- 
ject ; and, in his own artless way, prayed and talked 
with his neighbours, so that they would rather have 
heard him than the priest. Several others, that year, 
especially of the better educated, who had read his 
work on the Popish controversy, were convinced of 
iheir errors, and being induced to hear him preach, 
were more fully enlightened, received the Gospel, and 
joined the Methodist society. One woman, Bridget 

M , in the county Down, who had heard Mr. O. 

seventeen years before, and received the truth ; but 
being kept back by the priest, though she retained her 
confidence, she was prevented from meeting with the 
Methodists for ten years; and never all that time 

o2 
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beard another sermon than that she had heard from 
Mr. Ouselej — until she joined the Methodists. He 
met her now^ aAer her seven years connection with the 
society. A sinppilar instance of the power of divine 
trath. is also mentioned by Mr. Ouseley, of one of the 
Romish priests in Sligo, who preached vehemently 
a^inst the errors of Rome; and, so high was he in 
the esteem and affection of the people, that the Bishop 
dare not depose him. He soon after died, and they 
found it verv difficult to supply bis place. 

Mr. Ouseley on this tour reachea Manorbamilton, 
and while preaching in the street was opposed by a 
Romish priest, but the veteran warrior retorted on his 
antagonist with poweriiil effect. ''Pray sir," says 
Mr. Ouseley, ^' Is it not one of the six sins against 
the Holy Ghost, to opptien the known truth ? Ton 
know, that what I am saymg is the truth of God ; yoa 
are sworn on the Gospel to believe it. and yet you 
oppose it — You are guilty of one of the sms against the 
Holy Ghost.** The priest fled, as if for his life, and 
left Mr« Ouseley in possession at once, of his argument 
and congregation. He by-and-bye got back again 
into the skirts of the crowd, crying to the people, 
''The Devil take yon all, what are you doing tkere?* 
Mr. O. next proceeded to Enniskillen, where was ftih 
duced wonderful excitement by his visit. He invited 
the people, in the market, to come to the suburbs of the 
town to hear the word of the Lord. Two thousand 
people follow to hear him preach in the skirts of the 
town. He rode through the market with his black 
cap on, and his Bible in his hand, inviting the people to 
follow — many of the R. Catholics left the market to 
hear the word, and, as if all business was suspended, 
while he preached in English and Irish, the merey of 
God ana the unsearchable riches of Christ to all 
returning sinners, without respect of persons. ** The 
Lord gave.us," savs Mr. O. ^^ a most solemn seasosi 
while tears flowed| and sighs and sounds of prayer 



iMudtkroadMNrt the whole crowd.'' Noiemaik 
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Im JvIt, 1819, Mr. OiueleT expresses himself in 
lUmg anid gnt^bl tenns, on the subject of his toils 
the preceding jemr. *'The pftst vemr has been the 
hborions, and most prosperous year, for the 
iTiction and oonTcrnon of sinners, and of the 
cdGghtening and oooTersion of Roman Catholics, that 
I hftTe witnessed in Ireland, these eighteen jeais; 
najy or since I oommeneed mr itinerant course, this 
Confoence twentr rears. I haTc abo kept an exact 
of the miles I hare traTclled on horse- 
:, and all nearly on the same horse, aboat 4,400 
.* We hare seen some of the varied moremoits 
lahonrs of Mr. Onseler in this i-ear and former 
jcnn, and the jBrracioos results which followed in CTeiy 
Some things are deserving of particular notice 
r, and I smiU advert to them with as much bre- 
iritT as podahle. On the 2lst of Mav, Messrs. Onselej 
and Noble preached in the fair of Ballybophar, coontj 
of Donegal, to a listening and deeply-affiscted maltitade, 
who prajed for blessinjss on them while thej rode awa j. 
— yerj difierent was the reception which thej met in 
KiUfttter, ooontr of Tyrone, another town, about nine 
miles from the former place. — It was either a fair or 
grent market — the town was filled with mountaineers 
of a pecnliarlT ignorant description, and of very despe- 
me character. They reached between three and four 
o'do^y and Messrs. Onsdey and Noble commenced 
neiBgin English and Irish, and nearly the whole fair 
gatteied around them — ^They listened for a while with 
m degree of attention, but some drunken men came 
into the crowd, and some reckless young men ; and 
Aej began to push and pull one another to create dis- 
tnrlHnice, Mr. Ouseley spoke to them in Iri^ to no 
when thej commenced throwing stones at the 
to di^urb rather than hurt, it would 

03 
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appear. Soon, bowever, the young people seemed 
intent on murdering God's servants. One person led 
Mr. Noble's borse out of the crowd, and an opening 
being made Mr. Ouselej followed, and Mr. Keys, who 
accompanied them, was detained by the mob. This is 
most afFectingly described by both Mr. Onseley and 
Mr. Noble. •* My beast flew off," says Mr. Ouseley, 
**as did brother Noble's, a shower of cudgels and 
stones instantly flew after us ; one hit him on the head, 
stunned and bruised him» and knocked off his hat, I 
escaped without any contusion. The whole fair pur- 
sued us, but our cattle were too swift for them, and 
Gt>d was with us. Those whom we met on our retreat, 
seeing our black caps on, thought we were running a 
race and did not annoy us. Brother Noble was fore- 
most in the flight, (for I had reined in, when I found 
we were out of danger:) I began to laugh a little, 
when I beheld him in such terror, still making off with 
all speed, for he feared they would take some short-cot, 
and come in with us, and murder us. He almost 
feared to look behind, thinking I had been killed, or 
at least, that he should see me covered with blood. 
But to God be the glory we escaped with our lives, to 

S raise our great deliverer. They beat our hats most 
eartiiy, when they could not get ourselves. Brother 
Keys, they surrounded, after returning from pursuing 
us; they threw at him, struck his beast, made her leap 
from side to side, — he fell among them, at length one 
of them spoke out and said, — ^ Mr. Keys I know yon, 
I heard you preach at a funeral, a few days ago, I 
liked your doctrine and yourself, no man shall injure 
you ; fear not.' His hat, however, fell off, and it ther 
cut up with their cudgels; but the Lord preserved him 
unhurt. He got but one stroke, but was not much 
the worse for it. The man and his party put him on 
his horse, — led him a piece out of the town, and after 
he had ridden two or three miles, he came up with us, 
galloping while yet we were wistfully looking behind 
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to see if he were coming, not knowing how he coald 
possibly escape their fury. Thns I have given you the 
narrative of our happy escape, and doubt not but you 
will join us in giving glory to him that sits upon the 
throne, and hath kept all our bones, so that not one of 
them was broken." Mr. Noble says, ** While we were 
in the midst of the crowd, they seemed afraid to throw 
the stones with great violence, but on our getting 
clear, a shower of stones came Hfler us, one of them 
struck me on the head and carried off my hat, which 
I had just put on over my black cap, and I never saw 
it since. As several of the people followed us, and 
got through the fields, in order to intercept us, we had 
to put our horses to their full speed, and in passing 
men, who were returning from the fair and did not 
perceive the crowd aflter us, but concluded we were 
jockeys running a race, they said to one-another, 
^ Dear me ; but the little fellow is a good rider ; he'll 
beat the old fellow all to pieces." 

** We reached Brother Mathewson's," continues Mr. 
Ouseley, " where was a smile of joy and welcome on 
every countenance ; we got refreshment, and soon a 
great crowd assembled, to whom I preached once more, 
uie words of eternal life. They had not seen me for 
several years, yet they, and the country round, well- 
remembered the great revival which took place, when 
Brother Graham and I last visited them. We now 
again had a season of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord.'' It must have been peculiarly delightful to 
the persecuted men of God, to have found such a retreat 
in Mr. Mathewson's, after their narrow escape from the 
savages who sought their lives, *' The village where 
this attack was made upon us/' remarks Mr. Ouseley, 
** is not far from the place where Mr. Condy of old, had 
a contest with a priest, and was near losing his life." 

One instance, or more of a similar kind will at once 
shew the virulence of the persecutors, against the 
messengers of Christ, and the watchful providence of 

o 4 
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Qod in favour of his servaDts-— In a tonr in the South 
of Ireland, Mr. Ouselej resolved to preach in the 
streets on the Monday, it being the &ir day; bat 
while he and his companion were in their room, implo- 
ring the divine presence and aid» the gentleman in whose 
house they stopped, waited upon them with tears in his 
eyes, begging that they would not make the attempt, as 
the mob were just preparing to attack them. However, 
Mr. Ouseley would not be dissuaded from his purpose, 
*^ for," says Mr. Noble, ^* he was one of the most coura- 
geous of men." The Missionaries took their stand, 
next door to the Barrack, thinking, that in case of 
danger, they would have the protection of the militiaryt 
The service, as usual was commenced by giving out a 
hymn, but immediately the stones began to fly in every 
direction. Mr. Noble attempted to reason with them, 
asked if they were resolved to take their lives — that 
they were strangers that had come to tell them of 
Christ Jesus, who had suffered and died to save them. 
But he might as well have reasoned with the tide. 
After having received many blows and bruises, the 
sergeant kindly received them into the Barrack. 
*^ Meantime," says Mr. Noble ^^we could easily see the 
providence of God in our going to the street. Mr. 
Ouseley who could never he idle, began to preach to 
the soldiers, twelve of whom came out to our chapel 
that night, and at a prayer-meeting after preaching, 
and six out of the twelve were made happy in God, 
and became steady and useful members ot socie^.'^ 
So that the designs of Satan were frustrated, and God 
over-ruled evil for good. 

On another occasion, while Mr. Ouseley was preaching 
to a vast crowd in the street of a town in Connaught, 
and many of the people hearing with deep attention, 
three or four of their spiritual guides came into the 
congregation. Their presence intimidated many, and 
caused them to run away ; while others commenced on 
Jthe aged servant of God, when he received a blow on 
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month, which knocked oot two of his teeth. He 
id the teeth on his hand, and shewed them to the 
d, while the blood flowed from his mouth. ** The 
y* sajs Mr. Noble, ** was tnily affecting, and if 
id been killed on the spot, I believe he would have 
id up that prajer with his latest breath — ^ Lord, 
lOt this sin to their charge.'* 
heoever llr. Onselej found it practicable he held 
-meetings, and these were attended with abundant 
ings. On Sunday the dOth, he and Mr. Noble 
a field-meeting about two miles from Ballintra, 
e county of Donegal, at which nearly a thousand 
OS were present. Mr. Onseley states, ^ We both 
!bed at the field-meeting, commencing at three 
2k. — Divine power attended the word, the pre- 
i of the Almighty overshadowed us, and the 
e congr^ation seemed under conviction ; — Flow 
Y a sight, to see such a multitude on their knees 
te grass; and the floods of tears, streaming down 
fiices, before the Lord! Some retired to the 
8 supper, others to an adjacent house to pray; 
r were set at liberty. Surely it was a day to be 
mbered, a day of the Lord ! We then went off to 
Ifanorhamilton circuit, and a most blessed visita- 
from God had they among them." On Blonday 
ing they held a meeting in Ballintra, and rode off 
morhamilton, a distance of twenty miles ; the day 
d out exceedingly wet, but as a meeting had been 
shed for that evening, nothing could induce Mr. 
ley to rest short of the end of his journey. " A 
pointment to an expectin£^ congregation,** says 
3useley, '* is to me an evil of such magnitude, 
I would prefer running a great risk rather than 
le cause of it. We were wet to the very skin, 
dear Noble, now and then cried out, ' What shall 
3 ? My very boots are full of water, I am- wet 
'erJ My d^ fellow, said I, let us conceit that 
"e in the water, that we are swimming through, — 

o5 
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let lis push on. When we arrived in Hanorhamilton. 
our dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. Graham instantly got 
dry clothes for us, for we had to take off every thing. 
The people Hocked out in the evening, which was fair, 
and the gracious Lord our God, honoured us with a 
season of delightful refreshing from on high." Mr. 
Ouseley had heen very unwell through incessant toil, 
before he lefl the county of Donegfu, but after tbe 
severe wetting, and the night's labour, he was quite 
well the next morning: and as he expressea it, 
'* Through mercy we were able to go on twenty-eight 
miles to our next appointment." Thus he, without 
any cessation, travels and preaches, in streets and fields 
and houses. — We next find him in Enniskillen — he 
and his colleague mounted on their horses, their black 
caps on, calling on the people to come and hear the 
word of the lord — " Such crowds followeij us,** says 
Mr. Ouseley, ^^ as that the market place was completely 
emptied — All descriptions of persons seemed equally 
interested. — We both spoke, and with all patience, did 
the Romanists, as well as the others hear ; God was 
amongst us, blessed be his name." A field-meeting 
had been appointed some distance from Enniskillen, — 
but the day turning out wet, they could not remain in the 
field, — but went to an adjacent village — No two houses 
could contain the crowds — the men m the congregation 
proposed a plan, that if the Missionaries would remain 
outside, they would also, and the females got into a 
pretty large house, while the Missionaries preached a 
sermon each, to all present — "The dear men," says 
Mr. Ouseley, "stood outside all the time under the 
rain," in all the wet, without refreshment or a change 
of clothes. We preached again in town, and Mr. 
Ouseley adds, " The Lord gave us souls for our hire." 
He next proceeds to Dungannon, 21 miles—'* We were 
both completely jaded, from our unremitting labours 
and riding ; when we came to the house of our dear 
friends^ Mr. and Mrs. Heathers, we certainly were fitter 
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(or oar beds, than any thbg ebe* Poor Noble waa 
quite done : yet it was the market day* The Magis- 
trate had prevented Brother Bayley from preaching in 
the street, a little before* This^ and onr exhausted 
state might have discouraged ns, — But, I resolved, 
as I still retained a little stren^h — that we would eo 
ont. and that I would preach, determined that I womid 
rather go to prison, if God permitted, than, not preach* 
We bowed our knees before our gracious God,— out 
we went, took our stand, and met no interruption 
whatever, while I declared to them the counsel of God, 
glory to him, the hearts of all men are in his hands." 
Mr. Ouseley, then permits his colleague to return 
homeward, to recover his exhausted strength, whUe he 
proceeds, in his usual way— next day preaches in the 
streets of Aughnacloy— and then goes to Monaghan, 
where he meets brother John Armstrong — who, for a 
while supplies the place of brother Noble — Mr. Ouseley 
says, ** I met John Armstrong, a blessed, zealous, lad, — 
he and I mounted our horses, rode through the market, 
the people crowded after us, — and though it rained, 
the people stayed most patiently, I preached, and he 
exhorted." He had often lamented the apathy of the 
English Evangelical churches with regard to Popery. 
On the 17th m June Mr. Ouseley remarks, ^ I rode in 
the morning about two miles to visit the Rev. Blr. 

P a friendly clergyman of the Established church* 

He laments much the g^wth of Popery, and told me 
with grief, that he was well informed the Jesuits in 
England had proselyted 10,000 Protestants in the last 
year* I should not wonder, for as I lately passed 
through that land, I perceived a great supineness in all 
ranks and denominations with regard to Popery, as if 
it were an entirely harmless thing/' And ne ereatly 
feared that many of the lower orders in i^gland 
would become an easy prey to its wiles. Alas ! that 
the wamine voice of the faithful ministers of truth, was 
not regar&d* On Snndv the 11th of July Mr. 
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Ousele^ BftjSy ^^ Brother Reillj and I preached in the 
open air in this city to a great crowd indeed. I met 
a man who accosted me, he had been an Irish R. 
Catholic in the army ; he first heard me in Halifax in 
Yorkshire, he was told that an Irishman was to preach, 
he came to hear his coantryman, the Lord awakened 
him under that sermon. He is now a consistent mem- 
ber of our Dublin society. How important to be 
instant in season, out of season, and to preach publicly 
in the open air, the Gospel of our Goa, to the erring 
SODS ana daughters of men." 

We have thus seen from time to time, not only a 
solitary instance of genuine conversion, from the errors 
of Rome, to the truth of the Gospel, and from sin and 
guilt to holiness of heart and life : but considerable 
numbers, here and there who became joined to the 
Lord in one body with the people ; and some cases 
have we witnessed, where the converts have, themselves, 
become gifted and successful ministers of the word to 
their countrymen. This is cause of unfeigned and 
devout thanksgiving to the true Christian patriot wha 
looks forward with pious solicitude for the regeneration 
of his country. But, it may be well enquired. Why 
have not more general and permanent effects appeared 
from the preaching of the Gospel, by Mr. Ouseley and 
other godly men throughout this country? It has 
been already stated, that the great obstruction to the 
improvement of our native land, is the false system, 
prevailing here, under the ^ hallowed name of Chris- 
tianity, which, alas, substitutes the Gospel of Jesns 
Christ, and contains in it the elements, at once, of cor- 
ruption and tyranny. It is still a problem which 
neither states-men nor philosophers have solved, how 
the greatest and freest empire in the world comprises 
millions under the foulest bondage, and over whom is 
exercised an irresponsible control, (irresponsible to the 
state,) which forbids freedom of thought and enquiry. 
Where British subjects are destitute of mental and 
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noral freedom ; where the tyrant is allowed to bran« 
dish his scourge, and fix his manacles on the limbs of 
a noble and natnrallj generous race. Why does not 
the British senate vindicate and establish the sacred 
rights of conscience and religion, on behalf of British 
subjects ? Let no man be persecuted for his religion, 
but, let all be alike protected in the free exercise of 
that, on which their reason and conscience decide. If 
such freedom, as is the inalienable right of Britons and 
of men, were allowed us in this part of the empire, we 
should soon see Ireland one of the fairest portions of 
the elobe. Some striking facts have been already 
stated which indicate the spiritual tyranny existing in 
our unhappy country : I shall introduce another here, 
though in reference to an humbler person, which will 
show the malignant power by which the destinies of 
our country are governed ; and which will answer the 
enquiry above proposed ; ^' Why have not more general 
and permanent effects appeared from the preacning of 
the Gospel ? " Preaching in the house of a gentleman, in 
the county of Louth, a young woman, a Roman Catholic 
was, with others, deeply affected, Mr. O. conversed 
ia his usual way, with her and another, and the word of 
the Lord had a powerful effect on her mind, and she 
immediately turned from lying vanities to the living 
GUmL Mr. Ouseley states, — respecting this inte- 
resting person, she sought mercy from Gron, through 
the blood of the covenant, with much dilligence, and 
was soon made conscious of the mighty change and 
blessine of justification. Her grief and hardness of 
heart fled before the bright beams of the Sun of Right- 
eousness, and she became very happy through faith in 
the Redeemer. She at once, as soon as she was con- 
Tinoed of the danger of following human dogmas, aud 
before she had received that blessing from the Lord — 
resolved that she would go to Mass no more ! This 
created a ereat alarm among the superstitious, and a 
plan was laid to snatch her away from Heresy and 
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her Heretical master. Her sister, a strong eirl, and a 
Carmelite, called on ber early in a momm^ saying 
that she wanted to speak with her ; she objected to go 
with her, but she seized her, to force her off. Her master 
heard the bustle, came to her help, and extricated her. 
When it was found that evil was determined ber, she 
was removed to the Protestant clergyman^s until she 
would read her renunciation of Popery, which she, with 
another, did in the parish church on the ensuing Sab- 
bath. When the pnest found that the sister and party 
missed their aim in getting her off, he it seems, was 
horribly mortified; and a messenger was instantly sent 
for her father, who lived 40 miles off. The poor soul 
came to see what was the matter, and by his Reve- 
rence's advice, be went to demand bis daughter : bat 
in vain, the gentleman would not give up bis servant ; 
nor did the father persist much, (for he privately owned 
that himself, wife and son, had lately read their recan- 
tation in the county of Cavan — but durst not let it be 
known here, lest he should be murdered) on bis return 
to the priest, he told him her master would not let her 
off 'till her time would be up. ^€^o,* said the zealous 
divine, ^ get a case of pistols charged, and then demand 
your daughter, and shoot him on the spot, or any else, 
who dare detain your child/ * But I would be banged 
for murder, and what would my poor wife and children 
do without me?* said the poor man. 'Well then/ 
said the priest angrily, ''111 tell you what you will do, 
she will be passing to church on Sunday, to read her 
recantation, and be cursed to the ffo^abond Heresy^ and 
seize her then, and there will be help enough at hand ; 
to overpower the police themselves if they interfere, so 
there shall.'* The man replied, * May be lives would 
be lost^ please your Reverence^ and what would I do 
then? She is of age, and if it be her will to do so, 
how can I help her?' They, however, watched for the 
hour of her passing to church, and the place was full 
of people who had been waiting for Mass. But the 
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minister teted wiselr, and sent ber so early that^ they 
misKd her, and she, and the other persons c<hi- 
formed in peace. The Magistrate also signified his 
norpose to im>tect her, and punish any that dare mo- 
iert her in fatnre, and so the matter ended. All this 
I leceired from her master ; who also told me that 
die would ffo ten miles on her fiset, to see and hear me 
again. I nare heen thus circumstantial in this case, 
to shew jou the watch the priests have orer their dupes, 
aad the yast dangers that lie in the way, and the diffi- 
enhies those have to grapple with, who would embrace 
the tmth when they know it ; where the population 
around them are influenced by the priests. Many 
tath, at heart, feel their thraldom and errors, in some 
bnt they fear to be murdered^ or their cattle 



itUtvy ed, or their homee Immed should they dare avow 
it. May Almighty Grod open their way ! 

Mr. Noble in stating tne effects he had witnessed 
by means of street-preaching, while in company with 
Mr. Onseley, expresses himself^ on this subject, in 
ibrcible terms. ^ I must say/' he remains, ** that it 
is my firm conyiction, that hundreds, if not thousands, 
€ft the poor Irish, will be found at the right hand of 
God, in the morning of the resurrection, who heard 
the Grospel in the streets, from the lips of the yenerable 
Onseley, in their natiye tongue ; but who had not the 
coarage to meet the persecution they would haye had 
to encounter, in giying up their former mode of wor- 
diip, and joining themselyes to the Wesleyan society. 
Though many of them did break through, and haye 
oootinned to the present day ; while some, to my own 
knowledge, haye died in the full triumph of faith.'' 
There were some, who, without shrinking from the 
ayowal of the truth, in the hour of persecution, took 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing that they 
haid in heayen, a oetter and an enduring substance. 
Bnt for many more, the ordeal was too severe, they 
oonld not sum up sufficient resolution to bear the 
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*' trial of crnel mockings and scoargings," which thej 
would have had to endure ; so that either they moarned 
in 9esret over their hapless condition, cherishing a hope 
of future deliverance ; or mingled again with those 
who wandered from the good and the right waj. 
What can true Christians in this case do? They can 
keep the truth before the world— the pure unadulte- 
rated Gospel, — they can take every legitimate means 
for spreading genuine Christianity, and exhibiting in 
their own life and conversation evidences of its saving 
power, and by the subduing charities of the Gospel, 
soften the hostility of the enemies of the cross of 
Christ. They can offer up fervent, constant prayers 
to Almighty God, that he would take the matter into 
his own hand, and by his unerring providence and 
saving grace, effect that change in our county, for 
which we must otherwise, in vain look to human means. 
O God, is any thing too hard for thee ? Make bare 
thine arm in the midst of the nations, and let our 
countrymen,— K>ur interesting countrymen be bronght 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

^ let the pris'ners' monmfal cries 
As incense in thy sight appear I 
Their humble wailings pierce the skies. 
If haply they may feel thee near. 

Ihe captive exiles make their moans, 

From sin impatient to be free ; 
Call home,^ll home thy banished ones I 

Lead captive their captivity ! ** 

O Lord, hasten the time when the morning of Chris- 
tian liberty shall dawn upon our benighted land. 

Yours, &c., W. R. 
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LETTER XII. 

Mr. Ouseley suffers severely from exertions during a snoWHStorm 
-^Richly rewarded by the gracious fruits — An Atheist converted 
—Conversation between a Roman Catholic gentleman and a 
Priest — A soldier converted on the battle-field of Waterloo— 
Ught of the Gospel spread by the writings and preaching of Mr« 
D. " In perils among his countrymen-^Laid aside for a short 
time by cold caught while preaching in the street — Preaches by 
8tar*light — ^Describes the first church among the Gentiles — 
Retires to a watering place — Successful labours while there-— 
Kev. John Feely appointed to travel with him-^Mr. Feely's 
character of-^- Preaches from 13 to 16 times a week- 
Violent conduct of a Priest — Several turn from Mass — Novel 
argument against the Heal Presence — Priest M*Gouran — Mr.O. 
returns to Dublin ill, after a tour of 66 days— Street-sermon in 
Ballina — Great success in every place — Ingenious and convin- 
cing argument from the Rhemish version — Conversation with 
a Priest — Prospects of new openings — Laments over the state 
of Ireland — Arguments with a casuist — Receives a severe blow 
in Monaghan while preaching in the street — Cause of the 
miseries of Ireland — Intolerance of a Priest in Kilrush — Dis- 
cussion in Carrick on Shannon — Invited to Easky discussion-— 
Amicable termination of, in favour of truth — Mode of preaching 
varied — ^Arguments for a general Mission to the Irish, and hi» 
peculiar call to that work. . , . -^ 

Mt D£AB FbI£ND| 

During the year from Jtily, 1819 to 1820 the same 
course is pursued by Mr. Ouseley, with undeviatin^ 
fidelity, although sometimes feeling the effects of such 
ceaseless exertions. In the winter he endured great 
hardship travelling through snow-storms ; in one in-* 
stance, the snow being so deep he was obliged to 
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return to the place from whence he had come. These 
efforts, in such a season, as might he naturally ezpectedi 
brought on an illness which lasted eight or ten days; 
from which, however, he is scarcely recovered when he 
resumes his loved employment. In his letter of 
March 8th, 1820, he acknowledges, that he ran a risk 
in leaving home before he had fully recovered, but 
such are the gracious fruits which result from the toil, 
that he is richly rewarded. He left home on the 6th 
of February, although in a state of bodily weakness, 
after the indispositon above referred to. ''It was at 
a venture/' says this self-denying man, ''that I left 
home, I was so weak, however, I resolved to go as liar 
as I could, — and the Lord has fully restored me, and 
enabled me to go forward in his work. From tbe 
latter end of harvest 'till the beginning of spring, lie 
rode upwards of 1,520 [miles, and 2,700 from tbe 
Conference until that period. But he rejoiced, in wit- 
nessing a very gracious work throughout the kingdoin, 
in several parts, notwithstanding all the obstacles that 
obtruded themselves. "The Lord favoured us with 
seeing many souls awakened to a sense of divine things, 
and many joined the society. As I preached in m 
streets, many of the Romanists heard, though at times, 
some of them showed a disposition to annov us." In 
many instances numbers of them heard in tiie chapels 
too: some came five miles through storm and rain 
to hear, and some became united to the aociety. 
When Mr. Ouseley travelled through the South, I 
lay in a dangerous fever and my dear brother Noble 
came, for some weeks to take my place. Mr. Ouseley, 
continued in the work alone and sometimes preaching 
three or four times a dav in the street, as well as in 
houses, and it was often his custom, to preach in the 
winter season two hours before day. In one place 
he says, " Our congregations were principally Romaor 
ists, they refused to be hindered by the Pnest. One 
young man, in the county of Kerry, who had been a 



RBV. GIDEON OUSELBY. 285 

Romanist, and became an Atheist, was providentialljr 
led to hear Mr. Ouselej, and became deeply convinced 
of his sin and error, fell down on his face, cried aioad 
for mercy, and was directed to the Lamb of God^ who 
taketh away the sin of the world. During his tour 
through the county of Kerry very gracious effects 
followed the preaching of the word. In Tralee one 
Roman Catholic girl, describing the state of the con« 
gregation during a meeting that Mr. Ouseley held 
before day, said to her mistress^ " Ma'am, they were 
weeping all around me ; and I cried and wept a great 
deal myself, God forgive me I " 

Mr. Ouseley relates a remarkable conversatioa 
which took place between an educated Roman Catholic, 
gentleman and his priest. *' We breakfasted with a^ 
U. C. gentleman, who had been hearing us, and kindly^ 
invited us — He appears to be under gracious awake- 
nings. He told us of several conversations which he 
had with the priest lately, who told him he had no- 
objection that ne would read the Bible as he was amaa 
of learning. ' Why,' said this gentleman to the holy 
father, ^do you keep the cup from the laity in the 
sacrament ? ' The priest replied,. * Don't you know we 
are very numerous and very poor, the expense of wine 
would be very heavy.* * But,' he rejoined, * Do you 
not make them pay for baptism, for confession, for 
masses, and for extreme unction, &c^ rich and poor- 
together?' 'Yes, certainly we do,' said the priest. 
' Why then,' he said, * do you not make them pay for 
the wine also, as it is a part of the sacrament, enjoined 
by our Lord ? ' * Really sir/ said he blushing, * This is 
certainly an error in our church.'" 

On Mr, Ouseley 's return to Dublin at this time, after 
eight weeks absence, the Rev. Matthew Tobias related 
to him a very encouraging circumstance of the effect 
produced by a sermon, preached by him in the street^ 
many years ago. A soldier stood up in the Love-feast, 
some time since, and stated that he had heard Mrv 
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Ouseley preach in the streets of Ballysfaannon, about 
eighteen years before, and that he was brought under 
deep emotion on the occasion, which he endeavonredto 
put away from time to time, but it would again and again 
return to his mind : when on the field of Waterloo, 
in the midst of the battle which decided the destiDies 
of Europe — multitudes falling around him on eveiy 
handy some particular expressions of the sermon came 
again with great force to nis mind, and then, and there, 
in the heat of action, he surrendered himself to God; 
found mercy after all his perverseness and folly, and at 
the time he related his singular narrative, be was 
walking steadily in the ways of the Lord. *^ I hope,'' 
says Mr. Onseley, ^* that this is and will be the case 
with multitudes in this land of darkness and supersti- 
tion, where a combination of hinderances deter from 
an immediate and open avowal of what they believe." 
Mr. Ouseley was encouraged almost daily hj seeing 
the light of the Oospel diflused, by means of both his 
writings and public ministry. He mentions two cases 
in which the power of truth prevailed over error, eyen 
in the midst of persecution. One of these was a 
young man who had read his tract in answer to Father 
Thayer, in consequence of which he read his Bible also; 
which created serious alarm in his father's mind, who, 
when he could not prevail on him to go to Mass, forced 
him to where priests were holding confessions, hoping 
thereby to reclaim him from his heresy. The priests 
reviled the lad, and desired his father ^^ to tie and beat 
him, for a villain." The youth replied, " If such be 
the only arguments you can use, they can never convert 
me." And he nobly chose to live as a servant with 
a Methodist family, where he enjoyed the advantages 
of Christian society and instruction, rather than live 
in comfort at home, deprived of those blessings. The 
other was an intelligent school-master, who read some 
of Mr. Ouseley's tracts, intending to answer them, 
Aough indignant at first, he became convinced, aban- 
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his errors, and joined the Methodist society, 
ring part of this jear Mr. Onseiej had to go 
^ perils among his own conntrjmen, as, what he 
^ a dreadM insurrection " prevailed in the pro- 
[>f Connanght, yet, he not only passes nnhnrt, bat, 
ad been in former years throughout this country, 
it and blessed work of CKmI broke out amongst 
eople in the counties of Sligo and Mayo; 

of the Roman Catholics who had heard hhn 
i years before, flocked with ea^messto hear him 
ind some of them became umted to the society, 
Ithstanding his mental energy and physied 
thy he sometimes complains of the effects 
ced on his systan by street-preaching. He 
lies himself on this subject thus, ** On our last 

preached a good deal in the streets, to multi- 
It is true, it is rather a severe sendee, for, after 
ling, I feel for awhile lassitude, and as if my ribs 
sen beaten ; but it is a glorious work, is delightful 
lection, and always leaves a good conscience. 

I arrived in Dundalk," he adds, ''I felt so 
, that I feared going to the streets, and yet I 
1 to go. I went however, and had a patient hearing, 
bleieed time ; our house was filled at night; nor 
feel the worse." 

ittle after this, he states, that in a tour through 
of Ulster and Connaught, which lasted fifty-two 
be had travelled eight hundred miles. After an 
ion of thirty three miles, during this period, he 
s the town of Ballyjamesduff. It was in the 

of March — he arrived a little before sunset, the 
g being very fine, he stood up in the street, and 
snced preaching. Soon, almost all the inhar- 
i of the village surrounded him ; he continued 
course by star-light ; and many of the Romanists 
; advantage of the shades of evening, came to 
and listened with devout attention. He then 
bed preaching for the chapel, when many of the 

p2 
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poor Roman Catholics requested to be admitted. And 
-while they heard a second sermon in the house the 
Lord was present, as in the former case, to apply his 
word. Mr. Ouseley remarks, ** It was a most deiightfril 
and solemn season. Surety the master of assemblies 
was there, to melt down cMurate hearts, evident bj 
the copious streams of tears, which silently flowed." 

Very shortly after this, however, he caught cold, bj 
preaching to a large congregation in the market of La^ 
gan, and a violent pain in the ball of his right eye was 
the consequence, wmch, inrafewdays,becamealarmin?l7 
ill, and t>bliged him to come to a pause, and taketo ois 
bed in Aughnacloy, but not havingsuchmedicalaid there, 
as was judged sufficient, he struggled as far as Mona- 

fhan, and there, was confined to his bed again, aod 
ad to undergo a severe course of treatment, oleeding, 
blistering, &c., for several successive days. On tbs 
21st of June, after more than three weeks pamfo] 
affliction, he says, '* Last Wednesday, the evening 
before I returned to Dublin, I was bled again ; I haa 
to come by the coach and leave my horse, as I was 
then too weak to ride. I am now free of the pain, 
thank Ood ; and hope I shall soon be able, throogb 
divine aid, to return to my heavenly employment once 
more." His account of his sermon in Lurgan, bj 
means of which, he caue^ht cold, is very interesting, 
and shows, that indeed, nis was a ^^ heavenly employ- 
ment." " On the 2.5th I preached to a great multi- 
tude in the market of Lurgan, who, Romanists and all, 
were as if they were fastened to the ground, and being 
bathed in tears together, sobbed, and cried, and prayed, 
as of one heart and soul.'' He did not, however, get 
over the effects of his affliction so readily as he had 
hoped. In consequence of it he is obliged to retire to 
a Watering place for a few weeks to try sea-bathing as 
a restorative from his late illness. Dunleaiy, (since 
called Kingstown,) was the place chosen for his tem- 
porary retreat ; but, when a little rest might have beea 
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Ofed excntable, he cannot be satisfied, without 
g somethine: for his Divine Master. Here he 
cbes four times a week — witnesses some signal 
mces of conversion, and when about to resume his 
iffal labour, leaves a little class, consisting of four- 
members, under the care of the Dublin superin- 
ent. As soon as he is restored to sufficient nealth 
he work, he commences his labour in the street of 
1, where fourteen years before he had preached. 
m he addressed the people in Irish they appeared 
trified ; and two priests listen for some time, and 
DO annoyance. On Monday evening again he 
dbed in the Trim court house, when many Roman- 
and almost all the Protestants Hocked to the place 
manifested ^reat attention and satisfaction, while 
iirought before them the character of the first 
"cb among the Gentiles^ (Acts x.) which was 
ted by St. Peter ; and which ought, he affirmed, 
3 the model ot all Christian churches to the end of 
!• He labours on through the 3'ear, and has the 
faction of seeing manv sinners awakened and 
ight to a knowl^ge of the Saviour. ''Light/' 
ays, '' is going forth by various means ; schools, 
ea, preaching, &c., and I do think moral darkness 
lily decreasing. Thank God, there is a good work 
I!: on in several parts in spite of every opposition, 
ih is peculiar to our bigoted and benighted land." 
[r. Ouseley toils, in the way we have seen for one 
, without a colleague to support him in his arduous 

c, as a general Missionary, but for the two sue- 
ing years, he has, appointed as his companion 
John Feely, a young man, who had been converted 
le means of the Irish Missionaries, from the Romish 

d, in which he had been educated. Mr. Ouseley 
ks of him in terms of high respect and affection. 
>tber Feely," he remarks, ^^ is quite in his element 
t he stancu or rides in the streets to address his 
itr^men in their own tongue^ which he speaks with 

p3 



240 MEMORIAL OF TBS 

great facility. And as they learn he has heen of their 
own church, they are the more eager to hear him.'' And 
Mr. Feely's views of his revered superintendent, will 
confirm those descriptions already given of him. In & 
letter of Mr. Feely's which lies before me, he says, " I 
met Mr. Ouseley a few times, before I was ap- 
pointed to labour under his superintendence* and 
admired his great zeal and his style in addressing 
the people, and his evident concern for the salva- 
tion of souls. Upon my appointment with him, I 
confess to you, I purposed having on this extraordi- 
nary man an eye of observation. 1 found him a man 
of deep devotedness to God, and if possible, of still 
greater Missionary zeal. As a minister of Christ, he 
was indeed, instant in season and out of season, endea- 
vouring at all times, and by all Christian means, to 
lead sinners to the One, all-sufficient Saviour. I need 
not tell you that he constantly published the message 
of mercy in the open air, and often did he encounter 
things of an unpleasant nature while in this work ; hut 
his intense desire to pluck sinners as brands from the 
burning, bore him onward in his arduous course. And 
often where he might with apparent propriety rest 
himself and enjoy the society of his friends, hie was 
seen in the streets and places of public resort, warning 
men to flee from the wrath to come, and directing 
them to ^ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world.' And oh ! how did he labour in 
prayer, both before and after these exercises, that God 
would grant his blessing to accompany his word. 
Often have I heard him weep, and agonize, andwrestle 
with God in mighty prayer; especially, on those 
occasions ; so as to produce on my own mind the 
most humbling effect. 

I sometimes accompanied him when coming into a 
town, he stood on the most convenient spot he oonld 
select, and commenced forthwith to sing a hymn in 
English and Irish. — For a few minutes, we bad hardly 
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any audience ; yet in a short time a goodty company, 
of various denominations, might be seen attentively 
listening to the words of eternal life. Those services, 
were sometimes, partially interrupted by a few of the 
lowest of the people, offering observations and com- 
ments, frequently of the most absurd and ludicrous 
description ; and again expressing their hatred and 
malice to the man who was so determined on doing 
them the greatest good, but as they imagined, the 
greatest possible injury. 

On one of these occasions, a multitude of persons 
came together,- and after addressing them in the most 
affectionate and impressive manner, showing that the 
provision of mercy in the Gospel of Christ was no 
sectarian thing, but free for all ; that English, Irish, 
and Scotch, as well as all other nations of men were 
equally welcome to Christ, who died for them all, he 
invited them to hear me in the Wesleyan chapel. 
Among this assemblage were some Koman Catholics, 
one of whom was led through that day's ministration, 
to commence religious enquiry, the result of which 
was, his conversion from error, and I trust, from the 
power of Satan unto God. 

You are aware that young men labouring with Mr. 
Ouseley, were placed in a bad school for learning self- 
indulgence. I recollect accompanying him some dis- 
tance to a fair, where we both preached, and afterwards 
rode twenty miles, without the least refreshment, to 
fill other appointments.* I know it is not in my power 
to describe Mr. Ouseley as a preacher of the Gospel, — 
but you will permit a word or two, — would, we had 
many such teachers as he ! I often thought, I hardly 
ever heard any one else, who so clearly expounded the 

*The fact here related by Mr. Feely, was Mr. Ousel 67*8 nsual 
habit — In trayelling long journeys and frequently preaching in 
the course of the day, although more than unce feeding our horses, 
I don't recollect a single instance in which we took uiy refresh- 
ment, onleM we happen^ to call at tiie house of a friend. 

^ V 
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moral law, in its spirituality, extent and requiremen 
and who more convincingly described the evils of 1 
heart ; ' issuing/ as he used to say, * in the thirty 
streams of corruption from that impure fountain.' 
who would show the sinner, more distinctly, his gv 
and ruin and helplessness. And this work being doi 
— as no man felt more the value of the Atonement- 
no minister preached it more faithfully than he. 
the redeeming work of the Lord Jesus» he saw t 
meritorious cause of human salvation, and throuj 
that work, he pressed on the acceptance of his bean 
a present pardon, peace with God, freedom from t 
dominion of sin, the entire sanctification of the soi 
and finally, eternal felicity in the heaven of heavei 
Sin, he described, as the seed of damnation in the soi 
which must be extracted, by the application of tl 
blood of Christ to the heart by the Holy Ghoi 
through faith, or else the soul is lost eternally. I 
certainly was a great enemy to Popery, but not J 
enemy to its unhappy subjects. Them he great 
pitied, particularly the uneducated peasantry — Tl 
Priests he considered awfully instrumental in tl 
delusion and ruin of human souls, tie knew tl 
system well, and often taught the people by showii 
tnem how truth and error conflicted in their o? 
books and catechisms, tie knew the errors of tl 
church of Rome were fearfully calculated to neutr 
lize the eflTects of truth; even of such portions of tru 
as were retained in its own system ; and he won 
demolish all refuges of lies, that he might lead tl 
people to him that hath said ' I am the way, and tl 
truth, and the life : no man cometh to the Father, h 
by me.' " Such is the description given by Mr. Feel 
in a letter to me, of the character and labours of tl 
venerable subject of this Memorial. There were no m( 
in the Irish connexion who had such opportunities 
knowing and judging of Mr. O. as Messi*s. Noble ax 
Feely, and myseli ; vre having been successively h 
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companions in travel during one-third the period of 
his ministerial life. I therefore regard the above des- 
cription as a most valuable record, given, as it is, by a 
man of such judgment and discrimination as Mr. 
Feely. 

Mr. Ouselej and his companion take tour afler tour, 
and incessantly engage in the most toilsome and 
exhausting exertions. Generally Mr. O. preached 
from thirteen to fifteen times a week, — and even 
through the severity of winter his labours are uninter- 
ruptea» and yet his health continues unimpaired. 
"Brother Feely*' says Mr. O. ** preaches nearly as 
much. — On one of these tours, I remarked that for 
nine days successively, I have preached in the open 
air, besides twice a day generally in chapels. So that 
we have preached to vast multitudes." In one place 
at this time, a schoolmaster who had been a deter* 
mined bigot, through the violent conduct of his own 
priest, became suspicious ; — The priest knocked down a 
man in the chapel — and kicked him while down ; this 
so shocked this intelligent man that he abandoned, at 
once, the service and communion of the church of 
Rome. He obtained a copy of the Rhemish Testa- 
ment, and compared it with the authorised version, 
which he had been taught to esteem as a wretched, 
diabolical fabrication of Luther and Calvin, and on 
finding the difference very inconsiderable, he preferred 
the Protestant version, as being more elegant and 
correct. — He found also that the religion he had 
believed, difiered from even the Rhemish Testament, 
and, quite alarmed, waited on the Priest, and told him 
he was very uneasy. " I fear there are errors in our 
religion," said he, "for it does not agree with our 
Testament, which, you know sir, is the word of God." 
The holy father replied, *' What errors? if I hear any 
more such language I'll give you the whip ; so I will." 
" If you do sir," said the other, " I will give you the 
law, I will surely indict you if you strike me." After 

V 5 



244 , MEMORIAL OF THB 

this he went and joined the Methodist society. A 
school-master in the same vicinity, read Mr. Ouseley's 
" Old Christianity," and deemed it unanswerable — 
and declared it was calculated to convert more Eoman 
Catholics than all the books he had ever seen. He 
soon renounced the mass, as did one of his neighbours 
to whom he stated his scruples. 

Just at this time, a young gentleman, who had been 
educated in Maynooth college, conceived himself com- 
petent to defend his doctrine, and had frequently 
assailed Protestant gentlemen on the subject of their 
religion ; he wished to have an interview with Mr. 
Ouseley, and was invited to dine in company with him. 
After dinner he introduced his favourite theme. They 
conversed very freely and cordially for some hours on 
the various dogmas of his system, to the great satis- 
faction of one of the gentlemen he had so often attacked. 
After he found he could not defend the Pope's supre- 
macy, he turned to the famous topic of Tran substan- 
tiation, he said that our Lord had turned the Sacramental 
bread into his own body, &c. Mr. O. asked him, " Did 
not our blessed Lord eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup after the consecration?" He answered "yes." 
" And do you think," said Mr. O. "that he ate him- 
self? " The young disputant replied, " I believe lie 
did." *' Then," retorted Mr. O. " His own liead was 
in his own mouthy as were his feet, and his whole body. 
And so, a part is greater than the whole, &c., <!tc. 
And yet, his feet were on the ground ! I " The gentle- 
men present, laughed immoderately, at such an absurd 
notion. The young man was quite confounded, and 
virtually relinquished the doctrine, by saying he did 
not believe that the human body of Christ was in the 
bread, but that some virtue assigned it by our Lord 
made it equivalent to his body, &c., &c. He took 
with him a copy of ^' Old Christianity," and, there 
were favourable accounts heard from him afterwards. 
Mr, Ouseley's method of treating the doctrine of 
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Transubstantiation was as varied as it was ingeDious, 
— Preaching in Irish, in the market of Arva, about 
this time, to a great multitude of Roman Catholics, he 
took for his text, Heb. x. 5., when he came to that 
part, '* but a body hast thou prepared me," he collated 
it with Matt. 1. 20., and Luke 1. 85. He called the 
attention of his numerous hearers, particularly to this 
part, by which they might readily perceive that as 
neither the Father nor the Holy Ghost became incar- 
nate, but the second person, the Logos or Son only ; so 
neither the Father nor the Son created the humanity, 
or natural body of Christ, but the Holy Ghost onlyj 
therefore, as every priest is on his oath to believe the 
New Testament is truth, so he is sworn to believe this 
part, that Christ never created his own natural body ; 
and if not, then that, which he called his ** body," at 
the last supper, as it could not be his human body, so 
it could be no more than his figurative, commemorative 
body, as Protestants say of it. And if Christ did not 
make his own natural body at any time, then, to give 
power to any man to do so, is totally inadmissible ; 
and therefore the Priest's oath, that he can make the 
natural body of Christ of bread, is not only absurd in 
the extreme, but stands in direct opposition to his 
other oath, that the Gospel is true. Then if the body 
of Christ, was not, is not made of bread, and if to give 
divine Worship to what is not, — cannot be Christ, is 
damnable Idolatry, then to give the host or wafer 
divine Worship, is of course most frightful. The 
attention of the crowd was deep and devout while he 
thus reasoned with them, and when he pointed them 
to Christ alone for salvation, the tears flowed copiously 
down their faces, and when he prayed, it was most 
delightful to behold, with what unaffected sincerity, 
with what sighs and groans they joined in the Worship 
of God. He then added, "Alas ! my dear people, all 
you get for the Gospel, of which you are deprived, is 
a stamp of the foot, a lordly look, or a crack of the 
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whip, if you dare enquire for yourselves/* They shook 
their heads significantly, by way of assent. 

The very next Sabbath, after this extraordinary 
address, the Priest, the Rev, Mr. M'Gouran, came up 
to a young man in his chapel , whom he had married a 
few days before, (he had got a pound note for so 
doin^y) and called him a great rascal, and instantly 
struck him with his fist, and either knocked him down, 
or staggered him. When the poor young man reco- 
vered himself, and got his hat, he said to his Reverence, 
" What have I done ? " •' You villain said the Priest, 
why did you not tell me your wife was related to you ? " 
The young man replied, '* And what do you want me 
to do ? " " Why, to buy the affinity from the Bishop." 
** Does your Reverence," he replied, ''want me to give 
money to the Bishop too ? " ** Yes, by all means." 
" Then sir," said the injured man, *' if one farthing 
would gratify him and you, I would not give it ; and 
had I my pound note again, you never should handle 
it." •'Ah," said a spectator, "it's true what the 
preacher says, — ' A thump and a crack of the whip is 
the Gospel that we get,* — God help us!!" Many 
evidences of good appeared at this time through the 
kingdom, both from the circulation of his controversial 
works, and from his public labours. One instance I 
shall here insert. When in the Queens' county at this 
period, two young men of classical information, waited 
on Mr. Ouseley, for the purpose of conversing with 
him on religious subjects,— one having got his " Old 
Christianity," before that, brought it to his Priest, and 
asked him " Rev. sir, are these quotations true, or 
does the writer caricature our church ? " The Priest 
replied, '* They are indeed, correct." " Then sir, we 
are ruin'd.'* "Come, come," said the Priest, "we 
must answer it : you are a good scholar, you will do 
it." '* Answer it!'* rejoined he, "answer truth!" 
No sir, never, good day, I must quit the mass for ever." 
He fulfilled his threat and became an assistant in a 
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Protestant school. The other young main, i^ho sup- 
posed his arguments impregnable, alter some conver- 
sation appeared greatly astonished, and burst into 
tears, confessing he never understood these matters in 
such a light before. 

By means of a contusion, which Mr. Ouseley, 
received in his great toe, he was obliged to come to 
Dublin^ to take some rest, and aflter a tour of sixty-six 
days, was confined for several weeks ; but during the 
interval he employs his pen, in defence of Protest- 
anism. He got through the press a statement of a 
young convert, who had been educated for the Eomish 
Priesthood, and recently brought to the knowledge 
of the truth; and also replied to some pernicious 
works, then in very general cicculation. While in 
Dublin, he received a most interesting letter from his 
young friend, who had been lately converted from the 
errors of Rome, and whose Statement he edited. A 
brief extract or two, of which I shall here give. " The 
Gospel seed sown by you, and nourished by our 
mutual friends, is producing daily an increase of peace^ 
and tranquility of soul, hitherto unconceived by me. 
There is a great spirit of enquiry here ; we long to see 
vou again. Come, in short, and finish the work begun. 
Vourlast sermon in Arva,"(on Heb. x. 5.^ "has made 
a great stir here. The lioman Catholics say, you 
spoke the truth ; and, in general, they tell me, that 
they do not know the good their clergy do for them. 
They now think Purgatory a church fiction, and they 
are very anxious to see my objections. May they be 
profited by them I pray the Lord Jesus. May the 
liOrd continue your usefulness to the poor Irish, is the 
prayer of your very sincere and truly afiectionate 
child in the Lord." In another letter, he says, ad- 
verting to his former associates, ^* They all are forced 
to allow I had just reasons for separating from tho 
church of Rome." 

Mr. Ouseley mentions the case of this young con-* 
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vert, in hopeful terms, in a letter to Joseph Butter- 
worth, Esq. — and, in connection with it, expresses 
himself in very strong language, relative to the arro- 
gant spirit of Romanism. " I never remembered 
Ireland as it now is, — Papists cherished, who are de- 
solating the country ; and Protestants, who should be 
cherished, dispirited, and their energies sought to be 
paralyzed. To encourage Popery is to disturb the 
nation ; for hopes of dominancy, and priestly intrigue 
will make it furious." 

Again in the beginning of June he returns to Dublin, 
after a tour of 65 days, during which time he preached, 
for the most part, from three to four times a day. But 
he was seriously attacked by illness on his arrival in 
Dublin; which was, no doubt, occasioned by his 
exhausting labours, and riding through a tempest of 
rain and storm, by which his horse died. *' I got 
medical aid, and through the blessing of the Lord, 
whose hands bind up again, my complaint was re- 
moved ; and when I gathered a little strength I sallied 
forth to my work agam-'' While preaching in Irish, 
in the street of BaTlina, on the market day, he was 
interrupted by a man who wished to ask him some 
questions, but he requested the person to have patience 
until his sermon was closed — and he would answer him 
any questions. All was silence, while he preached for 
an hour ; after which, he was interrogated on the sub- 
ject of the forgiveness of sins, from our Lord's words, 
" Whosesoever sins ye remit they are remitted, &c." 
The crowd increased, and attention sat on every brow; 
while Mr. Ouselev stated that St. Peter and St. Paul 
must have been true expositors of our Lord's meaning 
in this passage; so their judgment must, of course, be 
decisive. He then quoted from St. Peter's words in 
the Acts — and then from St. Paul's words, both com- 
bining to testify that the commission and power, 
which Christ gave them, was that of preachings to the 
.people, and teaching them how they should repent, 
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believe in the Lord, and thus, obtain from Him for- 
giveness, &c. ; and hence that the Apostles never be- 
stowed any such forgiveness, but only taught men how 
to obtain it from God. He was on his feet for three 
hours, during which time the people heard with the 
utmost attention; and this indefatigable servant of 
God exerted himself until he was bathed in perspiration. 
After resting an hour, he had to ride off five or six 
miles, to another congregation who were expecting 
him. '* What," says Mr. Ouseley, "should these 
creatures do ; how could they ever get enlightened, had 
not God put it into the hearts of some persons, to stand 
in the open streets and instruct them ? He preached 
next in the house of a gentleman, to the family, tenants, 
servants and workmen , and the great Head of the 
church deigned to give success to the labours of his 
honoured servant, in every place. " I have not seen," he 
says, " so blessed a prospect of doing good, in the twenty 
four years I have been a Missionary, as in the last year.'' 
Various were the methods employed by Mr. Ouseley, 
to fix the attention of the ignorant Irish on sacred 
things, and to disabuse their minds. In the market of 
Belturbet, on the ISth of May, 1824, he takes up the 
Rhemish Testament, and preaches from Mark xii. 24. 
Doyou not therefore err because you knownot the Scrip- 
tures, &c. : and proved that the doctrines of Christ 
were contained therein ; that the Priests on oath owned 
this, and that the doctrine of the Protestant Testament 
is exactly the same — that there is no doctrine in the 
Protestant version, that is not in the Douay ; though 
some expressions may be in the latter, not in the for- 
mer, such as penance, in some places instead of repen- 
tance. The congregation appeared deeply attentive 
and gratified. He then contended with vehemence, 
that all the false doctrines and superstitions in the land, 
on the one hand, and all the crimes, anarchy, and savage 
atrocities on the other, had their origin in an igno- 
rance of the Scriptures and the power of God. He 
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then advised them to sit together like good neighbours, 
and men of sense, and compare these copies of the 
Scriptures together, they would soon themselves be pos- 
sessed of that in its purity which our Saviour taught ; 
and would be like brethren in Christ. " How would 
you," heenquiredy "preserve yourselves from becoming 
a follower of a Mahomedan teacher^ of eloquence and 
subtlety, except by comparing his doctrine with that 
taught by Christ, and his Apostles ? " He then stated 
the immoral condition of every parish, and mentioned 
a conversation he once had witn a Priest on this sub- 
ject. " Sir you allow that mortal sin and Christianity 
are incompatible ; you know what mortal sin is^ and 
so do I ; search now your parish and see if you can find 
me a man not in mortal sin, and then I shall grant 
you have found a Christian." The Priest replied, 
'^ God help me sir, I can't keep them down at all," &;c. 
During the year 1823 and the three or four following 
years, Mr. Ouseley was nominally stationed in the 
county of Meath — but he did not confine his labours 
to that scene. *' Here," he says, " we have a pros- 
pect of getting new openings in this county, which 
is a barren soil indeed." But he leaves his excellent 
colleague, Mr. John Wilson, to labour in that loca- 
lity, and travels more at large, through the land. 
He mourned over the moral and religious state of 
this country, and traces the deplorable effects up to 
their causes. "Sad state of things," he remarks, 
and lamentable to an enlightened mind to behold ! 
The people so managed by their spiritual guides, 
through the means of their private confessions, &c., 
that they dare not receive any religious instruc- 
tions but their own. One instance cut of many : — A 
young woman, a servant, went to her confession lately, 
and among other things, told her Confessor, that she 
attended family prayer in her master's house every 
night. No sooner had she mentioned this, while on 
her knees, than she received from his Reverence, such 
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a blow of his fist on the side of her head, as laid her 
prostrate at his feet. To pacifj him, she promised, she 
wonld do so no more." Notwithstanding ail the artifices 
and efforts of an intolerant priesthood, many of the 

Eeople however, forgetting occasionally their fears, 
earken with great pleasure to the voice of truth and 
are captivated by it. In one of Mr. O's excursions 
this year, he met with an intelligent though bigoted 
R. Catholic, on one of the public cars^ who thought 
to expose him before the passengers. He took up 
the subject of Tran substantiation ; and argued that as 
Protestants do not believe in that doctrine, they are 
infidels, and cannot be saved. In reply, Mr. O. said^ 
" My friend, do you not believe, that whatsoever is 
contrary to truth, is falsehood, and is therefore of the 
Father of lies?" He said, he certainly did. Do you 
not allow then, that our blessed Lord, bears certain 
characters or marks, whereby he could be distin- 
guished from any false Christ, and from every other 
man? Characters of him, stated in the writings of 
the Prophets ; from Moses to the last of them ; any 
one of which, had he wanted when he appeared, he 
could not be the true Christ. And if the enemies of 
Christanity, the Jews, Porphyry, Julian, &c., could 
have proved against our Lord, that he really possessed 
not, or had been defective in any one of these prophetic 
characters, would they not have been justified in 
denominating him a false Christ?'* "This is very 
true, indeed. ** Could any of them prove," Mr. O. 
continues, "he was not born of a virgin, or that he 
never was a real infant, boy, or man, — that he was not 
of David's line, — nor of the tribe of Judah, — or did 
not raise the dead, — cure the lame, — die himself on a 
cross, or did not rise the third day from the dead, and 
ascend up into heaven in the presence of many, — I 
say, could they have thus proved that he wanted any 
of these characters ; wou Id it not follow, that he was 
not the real Messiah? *^ You are right in all this^ sir, 
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but, what then ? " " Why, do you not see the conse- 
quence ? Is it not clear to all that if it would be impos* 
sible for him who was called Christ, if he wanted, 
even one mark belonging to the true Christ, to be the 
true and real Christ, so must it be impossible for that 
which wants every character of the true Messiah, to be 
other than a false Christ, a fraud on human credulity ? 
Now, has the sacramental bread been born of the 
Virgin Mary, or has it any one of the characters I 
have mentioned ? Is it not therefore a combination of 
falsehoods, and of course a doctrine of the Father of 
lies, to delude the children of men ? " The men looked 
at one another with astonishment, while the casuist 
replied, •* O, if I had a day with you in our parish, I 
think I could foil you." 

The claims of the poor ignorant Irish on his sym- 
pathy and attention seemed to increase with his 
years, so that he ceaselessly endeavoured by every 
means, to address them on the all important subject of 
their personal salvation. He states in a letter, Sep- 
tember, 1824 : — *'This ruined people cannot be extri- 
cated from their dismal state, unless special exertions 
be made in their behalf. I have ever from the begin- 
ning been impressed, that I must take my life in my 
hand, and try to meet them in the public streets, that 
I may endeavour to open their eyes, or else despair of 
doing them any essential service. Here, they listen 
with such attention as is truly astonishing. In the 
last few weeks, I have preached twenty four times in 
the streets, without any serious interruption." This, 
as we have already seen, was not always the case ; in 
a few days afterwards, preaching in the street of Mona- 
^han,a man came deliberately up toward him, as if to 
hear, and treacherously gave him a blow of his fist in 
the stomach that took away his breath tor a short time, 
— The people pulled the man down with some vio- 
lence ; Mr. O. requested them to do him no harm, 
adding that after his sleep he would be sorry himself. 
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Tbe Magistrates voold not ooDniTe at rach a flagrant 
ItnaA m the peace, thej committed bim to cnstodj, 
and Mr. O. relnctantlr lodged infoimatioitf. He 
aiges ftroi^lT cm tbe llifirioDarr committee, at tbi? 
time, the great neceseitr tX a sopplj of the Rbemisb 
Testameiit, which the Romish clergT dread as mnch 
as ther do the antborised tcriod ; and ascribes ^ tbe 
fldseries of Ireland, to tbe siil»titatioa of boman doc* 
tnnes lor tbe pare word of God. 

la the latter e&d o^ December, 1824. Mr. Ooseler's 
fife was in imminent danger in tbe town of Kilrosb. 
He attempted preacbins: in the street, as in otbf-r 
places ; hot tbe mob, bad been prepared bj their pne«t, 
lor making the attack on Gtid's serrant. He wa^ 
a T]o!e&t, intolerant bigot, be bad learned that 3Ir. 
O. W2S come, warned lus congregation against bim. 
exhorted them to proceed, and assured them that there 
watf no Law lor bim. At that period, Pastorini on tbe 
Apoca3Tpee, against which, Mr. O. bad written a tract, 
was Terr indnstrionslr circulated; — be prophesied 
the OTertbrowof Protestantism, in 1825, and the great 
mass ol tbe pe<^>le were prepared to ^cilitate the 
acDCMnpiiiboient of the fatal prediction. In this spirit 
ther nused the attack on 31 r. Onseler when be com- 
menced bis sermon — sbonting', throwing ftooes and 
ererr thing ther conld iar bold on. Tbe piJioe has- 
tened to the spot, and order was for a moment restored, 
whea be resumed bis di^conrge, exhorting them to 
pre^re lor the judgment of tbe great dar. The calm, 
which for a moment firer ailed, was a deoeitfol one, ther 
renewed tbe attack with greater riolenoe, a roller oi 
^tMmet was discLareed at the police, as well as at tbe 
preacher, several of them were bruised and wounded ; 
and to prerent tbe loes of life Mr. Onseler retired in 
«aietr, tbarjkinfr bis mercilul Vreserrer, Tbe 3Iagis- 
t rates held a Pettr Sessions, to inrestigate tbe can«« 
of tbe riot, and find out, and prosecute tbo<e who ba/1 
woended the f*olice. But tbe priest, fiiied witb rage. 
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came into the court, and opposed and insulted tbe 
Bench of Ma^trates, and aemanded the court to 
adjourn, &c. The Magistrates could not proceed, and 
had, in point of fact, to adjourn till the next day ; 
he then opposed them again, and they had again to 
break up, and relinquish the investigation. Thus, the 
course of justice is interrupted, the Justices of the 
peace insulted, and the rights of English subjects 
trampled on with impunity by a haughty and intole- 
rant Ecclesiastic. 

Notwithstanding all the hostility of the Romish 
Clergy to the Gospel of Christ, the progress of truth 
is accelerated, public discussions are carried on between 
the Protestant and Romish clergy; many who sup- 
posed their principles could not be successfully assailed, 
are convinced of their unsoundness, and religious en- 
quiry promoted. Mr. Ouseley's book had no inconsi- 
derable place in the causes which led to this result, 
and while the Romish Clergy dreaded his appearance, 
the Protestant Clergy in every place, hailed his 
approach. He attended the CarricK-on-Shannon dis- 
cussion, but the priests would not consent to his taking 
a part in it. He however, sat at the table with the 
Clergy, and, when requisite, supplied them with argu- 
ments, and sometimes transmitted them on slips of 
paper to the several speakers. Pressed very hard, at 
one stage of the argument, by a priest, on ^^ Lo, I am 
with you always, &c.," one of tne speakers, the Rev. 
Mr. H. pencilled on a slip of paper, " What shall I say 
to this ? " The answer was ready, part of the text 
quoted — "Teaching them whatsoever things I have 
commanded you," — &c. This was decisive, as they 
could not claim the promise without obeying the 
injunction. 

Two excellent young men, who had been in the 
Methodist society, but were at this time employed by 
the Independent church, as agents^ were challenged 
by priest Devine, to a discussion on the doctrines 



RBY. GIDEON OUSELBT* 255 

of their church and sent afler their old friend Mr. 
Ouseley, who had just heen in the country ; — his ap- 
pointmentSy however, previously made, would not 
admit of his returning. — The discussion took place 
in the chapel of Easky, and the Rev. Mr. Urwick 
came to their assistance. — ^The controversy was carried 
on in an amicable spirit on both sides, but on the part 
of Mr. Urwick the truth was triumphant. 

In the winter of 1824, Mr. Ouseley, by direction of 
the Conference, visited Connaught and part of Munster, 
in reference to some chapels which ne had built in 
those places. In the county Mayo especially^ several 
Romanists, who had formerly heard him in the streets, 
now ventured into the houses where he preached, and 
heard him gladly. Some of them joined the society ; 
the attachment of others to their superstitions was 
shaken ; and many seemed prepared for the reception 
of the truth. 

The early part of 182/> was principally spent in the 
counties of Cavan and Monaghan. As the Protestant 
population, in this part of the country, was somewhat 
equal in proportion to the Roman Catholic, and the 
influence of the priests on that account less powerful, 
Mr. Ouseley preached with less interruption, and, in 
genera], to large congregations. " My health and 
strength," he says, " continue unabated, though now 
in my sixty-fourth year, and I continue to preach in 
the markets, fairs, and streets to listening crowds, 
where practicable." It is truly interesting to notice 
the ardour with which this veteran of the cross still 
prosecuted his arduous toil. Every day, sometimes, 
twice and thrice in the day, did he engine in minis- 
tering, both in Encrlish and Irish, the word of life* 
At one time we find him on horseback, retired from 
the hurry and bustle of the market, but where numbers 
of Romanists might hear; at another time, in the 
midst of a fair; — in one place, at the close of the day, 
outside a market house, opening his commission to a 

q2 
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kirge audience by the light of a lamp ; and in another, 
at the door of a school-house, singing in the moonlight, 
until " the people crept out and gathered round him," 
when he declared unto them Jesus. Nor did drizzling 
rain, or cold, or the sometimes falling snow deter him 
from his work or deprive him of his congregations. 
On one occasion, under such circumstances, he rode 
into the market of Ballyduff, and preached to a great 
concourse, chiefly Romanists. His text was John xx. 
21. 23. ''As my Father hath sent me, even so send 
I you. — Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them, and whose soever sins ye retain they are 
retained." On this passage chiefly the priests found 
their power of forgiving sins. Mr. Ouseley therefore 
called the particular attention of his audience to this 
most important subject. The substance of the dis- 
course is preserved in one of his letters, and aflbrds 
" a sketch," to use his own words, " of his manner of 
preaching to the Irish Romanists, in that plain, argu- 
mentative way which seldom, if ever, offends them.** 
Having introduced the subject, " I laid before them,** 
says Mr. Ouseley, ''the universal necessity for pardon 
of sins, and the knowledge thereof; for all had sinned, 
and must therefore be pardoned, or continue guilty, 
and be lost for ever. I then shewed them, that the 
Apostles must have been the best expositors of the im- 
port of their commission with regard to this forgive- 
ness ; they did not look on it as any personal authority 
to forgive men, but to lead them, by the preaching of 
the Gospel, to obtain it themselves of God, through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the spirit of 
God working in them repentance and faith, and 
bringing home the blessing to their souls. To prove 
this, I collated St. Peter, Acts ii. 38. iii. 19. x. 42, 
43. with St. Paul, Acts xiii. 38, 39. and adduced 
parts of their several catechisms, and also of the Lord's 
prayer, all combining to manifest that this forgiveness 
is not in the power of men or angels to confer, but is a 
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transaction between a penitent sinner and bis God, 
wbo alone, for Christ's sake, bestows this great gift, 
and renders the soul happy." Mr. Oiiseley now 
bronght his ailment to bear on the power of the 
priests to forgive sins. " I proceeded to shew them/' 
lie continues, ''that Christ*s pardon is perfect, and 
leaves no gnilt behind, as in the case of the woman 
caught in adaltery, and of the penitent thief, who was 
that day bronght safe to paradise, &c. ; bat any pardon 
that varies from Christ's or is imperfect, mnst, of course, 
be a delusive, a false pardon. I then pointed out four 
several ways of pardoning sin by the pope and his 
clergy, all which, when done, they cf/nfas are imper- 
fect, and therefore false. The first is ' by penance and 
absolution of the priest ; the second, by offering up a 
3f ass, — VL Christ, soul, body, and divinity in the Mass, 
— for the penitent ; the third, by an Indulgence, 
which restores to baptismal purity, preserves from 
purgatory and all its pains, and opens the gates of 
paradise and delight; and the fourth, by Extreme 
unction, which leaves no trace or spot of sin behind.' 
Now these four ought, at the least, be equal to one 
perfect pardon, which brings the soul of^ the dead 
instantly to paradise. Yet when even the pope him- 
self dies, (or any of his bishops, &c.) all his clergy on 
earth declare he is not gone to paradise but to purga- 
tory, and begin to say ever so many masses, to rescue 
him therefrom . By this they demonstrate to the world, 
that they do not believe any of those pardons which 
the pope or his clergy got or gave, or all of them put 
together, amounted to a real and perfect pardon of 
sin ; and hence that they are all imperfect, or, in other 
words, completely false ! ! How alarming then must 
this discoverv be to all concerned : to such should none 
of them trust, but to that alone which each may obtain 
from God, who saith, • every one that asketh, receiveth ; 
and he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, 
it shall be opened.' " The people heard with peculiar 
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attention, while the man of God urged on them ah 
immediate application to him unto whom mercies 
and forgiveness belong. Not a frown at all was on 
any face, seriousness sat on every brow, and, when 
Mr. Ouseley concluded with prayer, every head was 
uncovered, and all appeared to be earnestly engaged 
in the solemn service. *' After I cooled," he says, '* I 
rode off to Kells, about 17 English miles, 'and preached 
that evening." 

Mr. Ouselej's faithfulness in what he considered 
his peculiar work, was not only manifest in his 
undiminished labours, but in the sentiments which he 
about this time expressed, in a letter to the Missionary 
Committee, with regard to his proceedings among the 
Irish Romanists, and the great importance of the 
General Mission in which he was especially engaged. 
— He writes as follows; — "Where the population is 
chiefly Romish, and the priests have the greatest 
power and influence, little good can be effected, except 
when I come upon them unawares ; then, for a time 
or two, before their priests can get at them, they will 
hear with great delight ; the savour of it in some mea- 
sure remains, and good is thus done, thoujg^h not so 
suddenly perceptible ; hence, a preacher who would, 
in the hand of God, be instrumental of enlightening 
this ruined, yet fine, when instructed, people, must 
watch for them like a fowler ; he must be to them 
as the serpent and the dove. If my God has assigned 
me any work to do in the world, which I know he 
graciously has, this, I conceive, is peculiarly my pro- 
vince. My mind is in it day and night ; my vigour, 
my tongue, my pen are in it, almost wholly so. When 
otherwise appointed, except in some exempt cases, I 
am not in my element ; I am not in my place. Did 
I wish to take rest or aase to myself — could my mind 
admit of it — ^when appointed to a local Mission, I 
would be gratified to the full. I could easily preach, 
every day, to the few Protestants to be found here and 
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there, and pass by tbe multitudes of dark Papists, as 
if they had no existence in creation ; or 'were unworthy 
of any notice. They, poor things, dare not come to 
hear in Protestant houses, unless perhaps a few, and 
those rarely, and by stealth ; or when, after hearing 
preaching in the street, they are under strong excite- 
ment for the time. Nor durst they allow any of us to 
m into their houses and talk with them, so much do 
mey dread each other and the priests. In these awful 
circnmstances, then, what is to be done to enlighten 
and extricate them from the most flagitious, absurd, 
impious, and criminal system of spiritual degradation 
and tyranny that ever appeared on earth ; unless some 
who know this mystery of iniquity, rise up and unite, 
and go meet them where they can be met with, even 
in the open streets ? 

** The quantum of good done among them is not to 
be estimated by the number that may at present quit 
the mass, join themselves to Protestant churches, and 
embrace the Gospel, so much as by the light that is 
progressing from keeping the ball constantly thrown 
up before them ; an effect which is daily becoming 
more palpable by this circumstance, — the attention 
and even thankfulness evinced by them, when the very 
bulwarks of darkness and superstition » at the bare 
mention of which heretofore they could scarcely res- 
train their fury, are torn up before them. ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ 
I engaged in this work of openly following them (the 
Papists) long before I joined the Connexion as a Mis- 
sionary; I have now nearly completed twenty-six 
years in that character ; I am, thank God, as strong 
and as willing to labour as ever I have been, and that 
in the most extensive way to which I can reach. 
With humility and thankfulness to my God, I say. 
He thrust me out in to the streets after this unfortunate 
people, and hath not only preserved me unhurt, in the 
midst of many perils by reason of their priests, and 
their ignorance and fury, to this hour, but given me 

q4 
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to see several of them brought to the knowledge of the 
truth. And, if I were dying this day, my advice 
Tvould be, * Keep the ball thrown up among them,' as 
said the venerable Coke ; "Send forth as extensively as 
possible men qualified to disabuse them 3 such as are 
prepared of God to go forth into the streets and meet 
them in their own tongue/' The important sentiments 
in the above extract, urged so powerfully by Mr. 
Ouseley, have been, already, occasionally referred to, 
but 1 deemed it right to place before you, the subject 
in his own peculiar and nervous style. May God, 
prepare, and send forth men, partaking the same spirit, 
and endued with the same zeal, until our country shall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption. 

'< And not one plaintive groan or sigh. 
Is beArd in all the joyous sky." 

Yours, &c , W. R. 
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LETTER Xin. 

Mr» Oofleley sererely afflicted — Grains strength to write— >Aiiiinad« 
Tersions on Declarations of Romish Hierarchy, and Doctor 
Doyle's Pastoral — ^Takes a tour through Galway — Accident in 
Conemara — Persecuted by a L'riest in Dunmore — Escapes injury 
in MuUingar — In danger of a relapse of infiamation of tho 
lungs — Preaches numerous sermons in the streets — Progress 
of Scriptural knowledge and enquiry — Movement promoted by 
Mr. O's writings and labours — Instances showing this fact — 
Resolutions of $^^nnpture readers — Reformation in CaTan, pro- 
gress of — Mr. O. visits the Earl of Farnham's — Kindly received 
by the nobility, gentry, and clergy — Lady Famham requests 
liberty to print Old Christianity at her own expense — Letter 
from a gentleman in Cavan — Religious movement in the South 
— Striking peculiarity of Mr. O's mode of street-preaching— 
Instances of — Disputing in the market with those that met 
with him — Visits another scene of Reformation near the 
county of Meath — Again he visits King's Court — Preaches on 
the ** Ancient Faith " — Several express tlieir approval — Speech 
at Reformation meeting in Omagh — Visits England — Tour 
through Leinster and the North — Visits Belfast — Answers to 
Father Brennan*s Penitential Address — Vindication of Bletho- 
dist doctrine and discipline — Visits again the scene of Refor- 
mation — Answer to the Hon. and Rev. G. Spencer — Letter to 
Dr. M'Enery. P. P. of Tralee—Conversation with Biddy— Per- 
secution in Tuam — Kindness of Clergjrmen of the estabiiahment 
— Sketch of Mr. 0*s labour for a year. 

Mt dear Friend, 

Early in the year 1826 Mr. Ouseley had an attack 
on his langs, arising from heavy cold, by ^hich he 
was confined for six weeks. But though prevented 
from public exercises, he was by no means idle — his 
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pen Is employed for the noble purposes for whicli he 
nad exercised his public ministry — ^for the exposure 
of error, the advancement of the cause of truth, and 
the conversion of immortal souls. He counted it 
indeed, a great mercy* from his heavenly Father, to 
have been brought under* occasional affliction ; as it 
gave him opportunities of prosecuting his work in 
another way, not less effectual than by preaching the 
word. " I have had often to rejoice much," he 
remarks, '^ after such seasons of gentle affliction, that 
did not confine me wholly; for what I have then 
written has been more blessed to this country, than if 
I had been orally engaged for, perhaps, twenty times 
that period." He published some tracts during his 
indisposition at this time which he partly compiled 
from a succession of letters which had been already 
published in the Galway Journal, and other provincial 
Journals, — and which had had extensive circulation — 
and such was the avidity with which they were read, 
that in some instances there was a second Edition 
given of them in the Newspapers, to gratify the public 
desire for reading them. And yet, as he remarks, 
"not a single tittle of reply from the Priests, eten in 
GalwayT At this time too, a united Declaration 
appeared in the papers from ** The thirty Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in J in- 
land," explanatory of their religious and political 
principles. Mr. Ouseley pronounces this a most 
Jesuitical piece — laments the supineness of the Pro- 
testant clergy in not replying to it, and says that 
^^iheir silence amounts to an acknowledgment that it 
is all right," — and that Protestants and Romanists 
would naturally come to such a conclusion respecting 
this deceptive production. To the fourteen articles in 
this Declaration he prepares a reply; in which he 
proves, that in the whole of them, none of these 
Bishops can believe there is any truth whatever. 
While in Galway a little before this^ he published a 
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reply to a famous Pastoral of Doctor Doyle's, — 
proving that he did not, or could not believe that the 
faith of his Church is the true faith of Christ. — This 
also» (which he put in one of his tracts,) though 
published in the papers, whs never touched by any 
of the clergy — How could they "answer truth?" He 
took a tour of nearly a month in the winter of this 
year on the Galway Mission accompanied by Mr. 
Feely ; and although the weather was very severe he 
persevered in preaching in the streets. — While engaged 
in this way in the market of Oughterard, in Conemara, 
two priests came up and interdicted the people ; but 
only a few zealous partizans paid attention to their 
mandate, and the great part of the congregation 
continued to hear with devout attention. He then 
proceeded through the mountains to one of the schools 
established by the Society, and then under the superin- 
tendence of the excellent Agent of the Missionary 
Committee, the Rev. Thomas Edwards. As Messrs. 
Ouseley and Feely went along, it was after heavy rains, 
and in crossing a small rivulet they were both suddenly 
plunged in the stream « This is so good-hnmouredly 
told by Mr. Ouseley, that I shall give it in his own 
words. •* In passing over the rivulet, down went my 
mare suddenly, and while she plunged, off I tumbled, 
and was thrown on my back in the water]^ Brother 
Feely rode up quickly to my assistance, but down he 
and his little Rosinante went; after gathering ourselves 
up, nothing hurt that signified, thank God, we got to 
our place, to Mr. Lyons's." The poor people were de- 
lighted to hear him while he preached on ''Fear not 
little flock." One man ^ who, for fear his life would be 
taken, had gone to Mass, now saw the folly of such a 
step, and in company with another ran by Mr. Ouseley s 
sidela considerable distance, — one of them cried out, 
" I never knew my religion 'till now." A singular 
instance of the effect of Mr. Ouseley 's preaching, was 
here exhibited. A poor Roman Catholic woman who, 
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fifteen years before, had heard him preachy was then 
awakened — and though she continued at the Mass, 
she retained her fear of God, and her love to, and 
trust in the Lord Jesus, and went about doing good, 
visiting the sick as a minister of religion, and pointing 
them to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world." She came running with delight, to meet 
once more, her father in the Gospel. While in his own 
town, Dunmore, a little before, he was assailed by the 
Priest; and what rendered it the more remarkable, 
the Priest was a man whose character was held in 
deserved contempt even by his own people. I never 
noticed Mr. Ouseley more seriously annoyed than on 
the occasion in which he was hooted and vilified in a 
most indecent manner by this wicked man. On his 
return to Dublin, a little after Christmas, he narrowly 
escaped being seriously injured ; while in Mullingar, 
he preached under the Market-house, a heavy missile 
was discharged at his naked head, but providentially 
hit the wall behind him. And althou^rh many heard 
the Word with gladness, such was the disposition 
on the part of others, who shouted and yelled like 
Indians, that the Police^ with difficulty, kept the 
peace. — They seized on the assailant however, and 
lodged him in Jail for that night — Mr. O. declined 
lodging informations against him ; and satisfied him- 
self with inserting an article on the subject in the 
Westmeath Journal, and passed on to the county of 
Meath, where he had to take to his bed ; and passed 
through the affliction already described. His first 
tour after his illness was in the month of February, 
and although he was in a state of weakness, and 
under a strong interdict by his Physician to guard 
against a relapse of infiammution of his lungs; yet he 
generally preached eyery day, and frequently in the 
markets, and too regardless of health and life, he 
exposes himself in the open streets while the people 
flock around him to hear the Gospel in their own 
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tongne* Some time after his illness, he preached on 
horaebiicky in the market of Ballvnagh, C3nnt7 of 
Cavan, on Saturday ; he had already preached seven- 
teen times that week, nine times of which were in 
the streets, was bathed in perspiration, caught a hear j 
cold, on accomit of which he was obliged to gtt 
himself blooded ; bat soon got well again. He passes 
through several counties at this time; in thirty-five 
days preaches about eighty-four times, of which from 
thirty to forty sermons were preached in the streets. 
And his discourses on these occasions, in Irish and 
English, and, as he himself, remarks, ** Using so manj 
arguments, to enlighten such crowds of the ignorant, 
mieht indeed, be well called double sermons." 

The year 18 2G was memorable in Ireland, in the 
progress of Scriptural knowledge and enquiry. One 
short year had scarcely elapsed, since, as we have seen^ 
the predictions of Pastorini were, according to the 
anticipations of misguided millions, to be accomplished 
in the total extirpation of Heretics, and the triumph 
of Rome over Protestantism. Now different scenes 
are transacted, and far other consequences produced. 
It might be supposed, ** as it were by way of reprisals," 
the religion of the Bible advances in its aggressive 
warfare on the dominion of darkness and error, and 
thousands are turned from lying vanities to search for 
Christianity in the Volume of divine truth, and openly 
avow their determination not to allow either themselves 
or their children to be deprived of their inalienable 
rights as men, as British subjects, or as Christians. 
Great numbers too, formally renounce their connection 
with Rome, and declare their adherence to the religion 
of Christ. Mr. Ouseley's tracts, and especially his 
*' Old Christianity," as well as his preaching in Irish, 
in the public places of the laud, contributed, as will be 
seen, in no small degree to this gratifying result. 

In the Missionary Notices for January 1828, this 
opinion is stated in no dubious terms. ^' The nume- 
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rous renunciations of Popery wkich kave recently 
taken place in Ireland, have jnstly called the attention 
of the public to that interesting country; and they 
induce the hope that 'light and truth' will prevail 
more and more, till superstition and ignorance have 
yielded to the sacred and felicitating knowledge of 
the pure Gospel of Christ Jesns. The subjoined 
extracts from the Journal of Mr. Ouseley, who has 
been among the first, and most successful promoters of 
the present Reformation from Popery in that country, 
will exhibit gomewhnt in detail the praise- wortliy 
labours of our Missionaries/' Some striking facts 
are given in a letter of Mr. Ouseley 's, one of which is 
as follows : — In conversing with an interesting young 
woman, a Roman Catholic, he asked her among many 
other things, •' Do you believe that when the wafer is 
consecrated by the priest, it becomes true Christ, the 
Son of the Virgin Mary ? " She replied, *• No, Sir, I 
do not believe it, nor ever did." " What then do you 
do, when you are at confession, and the priest asks you 
about it ? '* ** But I never go to confession.*' ** How 
then do you do," he continues, '* when you go to mass^ 
and all fall down and adore the Eucharist?" Here 
she paused, and sighed! and when the family and 
Mr. Ouseley were goinsf to church, she cheerfully 
accompanied them. It being sacrament Sunday, she 
devoutly approached the Lord's table, as did another 
Romanist, resolving at every risk to attend the Pro- 
testant worship in future. He then with gratitude, 
adds, God is pouring light on many of these long be- 
nighted and deluded people, O, thanks to his great 
name, there is, notwithstanding all the artifices of the 
rulers of darkness, a spirit of enquiry progressing 
among them that will surely break forth like waters 
long dammed. O Lord, hasten the day ! " 

Many similar facts in several parts of the kingdom 
afford gratifying proofs that the labours and writing 
of this indefatigable servant of the Most High tended, 
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in no jsmall degree, to promote the extraordinary move- 
ment then in the religions world. In the Qaeen's county 
he met an intellieent vonng man who had ahandoned 
Popery : — He told Mr. Ouseley that when he first met 
tome of his tracts, he was astonished heyond measure. 
He procured more of them, and his mind, by their 
means, became enlightened, in the truths of Christi- 
anity. — During the same tour through that county, he 
was invited to tea by an amiable and pious clergyman 
of the Established church, who informed him that it 
was owing to Mr. Ouseley's conversation with him, 
when he was a little boy in his father's house, that he 
was led to a knowledge of religion. That his advice 
never left his mind, and that it terminated in his 
obtaining peace with God through Jesus Christ. He 
met also an officer in the King's county, who told him, 
that 8<»ne short time before, he was in a town in the 
county of Gal way, where several persons were reading 
their recantation, and that he remarked a gentleman 
among the rest, whose appearance excited his surprise. 
He was prompted by curiosity to enquire of him how 
he had become enlightened. He replied, '' I shall tell 
yon freely. I was educated for the priesthood, and 
became the editor of a news-paper. Mr. Ouseley 
came into the town, and put an article into the Pro- 
testant paper against my religion, on the subject of 
Transnbstantiation. I deemed it my duty to reply to 
him, and upset his arguments, but in vain, for he upset 
me, and I then saw my foundation was altogether 
false. When in the county of Kerry, in i82G, Mr. 
Ouseley put an article in the Kerry Evening Post, 
demonstrating, that no Protestant or Test Act, could 
possibly more denounce the dogmas of Rome, which 
the priests are bound to teach, than they are tliemselves 
sworn on the Gospels to do. He boldly challenged a 
disproof of his statements. A Uoman Catholic colle- 
gian having read it, came to hear him preach three 
times— told him he had read the article and deemed 
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it conclusive. Shortly after, he openly read his recan- 
tation in the Established church ; wrote five letters in 
vindication of his change, and soon became a teacher 
of the truth to the peasantry around him. 

Wheresoever indications of the success of the Gospel 
are witnessed, Mr. O. is found at his post encouraging by 
his presence those engaged in the work, and promoting 
and fostering the good in the new converts. In Mun- 
ster and Ulster he rejoices to witness the triumphs of 
divine truth, and, generally in the place where he 
visits, he is hailed by the Nobility, Clergy and Gentry, 
and encouraged in his important labours. 

Late in the year 1825, a singular movement com- 
menced in the part of the country where the peasantry 
had been reading, and hearing read, the sacred Scrip- 
tures in the Irish language; which was followed up 
in subsequent years; and is too important to be 
overlooked in this place. 

In the month of December a number of the masters 
and scholars in the District of King's Court; — entered 
into a series of resolutions, to which, in a short time, 
375 signatures of persons, all Roman Catholics, were 
voluntarily affixed. We shall give an extract from 
them as follows: — 

** We, the Roman Catholic Masters and Scholars, 
under the Irish Society, whose names, with our 
respective residences, parishes, and post-towns, are 
hereunto annexed, desire to express, on behalf of 
ourselves, and upwards of Jim thousand of our adult 
fellow-brethren, who in this district alone are in 
connexion with the Irish Society, our humble, but 
conscientious and heartfelt sentiments, with regard 
to this invaluable Institution, and our reading of the 
Scriptures in our venerated and beloved tongue. 

" 1 St. Resolved — That, believing the Sacred Scrip- 
tures to be the source of all spiritual knowledge, and 
the proper basis of all moral instruction, we consider 
that the want of them in our native language, has 
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been to us and our forefathers, for a long period, the 
greatest evil; and that the Irish Society, by their 
Schools, and providing for us the Scriptures in the 
language we understand, have given to us an inestima- 
ble gift and to Ireland the noblest boon she ever 
before received. 

" 5tk Resolved — That the Roman Catholic Church, 
of which we are members, hath never, by her councils 
nor her spiritual head denied the Scriptures to those 
who read them with sincerity; ***** and 
that, finally, we consider that the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures is our right as men, our duty as Christians, 
and our privilege as Roman Catholics/' 

These Resolutions were presented at the Annual 
Meeting of tlie Society, by a deputation from the 
subscribers, on the 17th of March, 1826. 

Another document signed by 3,221 Roman Catholics 
from the five counties around King's Court, was 
subsequently presented in like manner containing the 
following remarkable paragraph, — 

•* We can assure the Committee of the Irish 
Society — we can assure his Majesty's Government — 
that the Irish peasantry are most anxious for Scriptural 
knowledge for themselves and their children ; there are 
thousands of Roman Catholics, whose cry can never 
reach the British Senate — who dare not hreathe a word 
against the tyranny that oppresses them — who, from 
sincere love for Scriptural Education, in defiance of 
every species of hostility, continue to send their 
children to Bible Schools." 

'^ It is painful to state that persecutions invariably, 
and martyrdoms not a few^ have followed from all 
this ; but, on the other hand, there have been great 
moral results, — symptoms of a regeneration, which 
the murderer and the incendiary will never be enabled 
to prevent." 

In a document put forth in 1838 relative to the 
same country, the following cheering facts are 
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stated. — '' Forty thousand persons, at the least, are 
taught to read the Irish Scriptures in this district; 
and more than douhle that number brought within its 
constant hearing in the cabin/'* 

Mr. Ouseley in the month of February, after this 
interesting movement had commenced; is found in 
the street of King's Court, on the Lord's day, and had 
a most delightful opportunity of preaching in Irish to 
multitudes as they came out of chapel. Indications 
of satisfaction were apparent among the crowds 
which surrounded him, while he impressed on their 
minds the absolute need of knowing and practising the 
religion which our Lord taught the Virgin Mother 
and the Apostles, and which he commanded to be 
preached to all men to the end of the world. Nor 
could the presence of the priest deter them from 
hearing the Gospel truths, with which they were so 
delighted. He also congratulated the country, that 
the pure religion of Christ was now on the eve of 
spreading among them, that it was with joy he informed 
them, that more than five thousand of the people in 
that district had nobly entered into, Resolutions that 
they would read the Sacred Scriptures in the Irish 
tongue, and practise them in spite of every opposition. 
He had the satisfaction of hearing from one of the 
Irish Readers, the following gratifying testimony, " It 
was by reading your Book that Popery was driven 
out of me." 

Shortly sfter this he goes to Cavan, where the work 
of Reformation was advancing with great vigour; 
and although he thought there were much crude 
elements still to be wrought upon, yet he resjarded it 
as a great work, the result of the influence of divine 
truth, and pregnant with good to the interests of 
religion, especially among the rising generation, who 
would be educated in scriptural schools^ and have 

* Bedell's Life by Doctor Mason, pages 320, &c 
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incnlcated upon them the truths and morals of Chris-* 
tianity. " I was," he remarks, " in the church of Cavan 
yesterday, and had the high satiBfkction to see with my 
own eyes, at length, the Romanists breaking their 
chains, and twenty of them together reading their 
renunciation of Popish slavery. This makes ninety in 
all, in these few weeks past, and many more are on the 
enquiry. * The fields are,' thank God, ' white to har- 
vest/" He, about this time, visited the Earl of 
Farnham's repeatedly, and was kindly received by the 
noble family and by the clergy who visited there. The 
Countess of Farnham, especially, was very marked in 
her courtesy and kindness to Mr. Ouseley. " I 
breakfasted on two mornings at Lord Farnham's, I 
was much pleased with every thing I saw. I was at 
prayers each time in their neat chapel. The clergy 
both here and in Cavan, are pious, amiable and zealous 
men ; and were quite affectionate to me. They are all 
well pleased with my little exertions in the streets ; 
and also with my writings." Lady Farnham who 
might have been said to be the soul of the religious 
movement, regarded **Old Christianity" as a very 
important work, in its influence on the Reformation 
which was then going forward, anxiouisly wished for 
its more general circulation, and, that she might gra- 
tuitously distribute it, requested liberty to reprint it 
at her own expense. To this, as he had some important 
additions to make to the work, Mr. Ouseley did not 
consent. In a letter from an intelligent and pious 
gentleman, there is further evidence given of the 
favourable opinions entertained in high quarters of 
Mr. Ouseley's labours and writings. I shall give an 
extract of it: — "I feel sincere delight in having to 
inform you that in the course of the present month, 
nearly fifty Roman Catholics have renounced the errors 
of Popery, and read their recantation publicly in 
Cavan Church, and many more seem inclined to follow 
their example. I have conversed with most of them, 
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and, from what they told me, I think your presence 
amongst ns would be very desirable ; and I beg, if 
possible, you will pay us a visit. I think this is the 
place you would be most useful. The trammels of 
bigotry are falling off, and we have hopes of good days 
yet. The Churcn Clergy here are truly pious men ; 
and I have heard them wishing that God would put it 
into the heart of his old servant Gideon, to visit the 
county Cavan once more. I now charge you, by your 
hate to Popery, and the love you have for Papists, 
(for they say you love them,) that you come, if health 
permit, and I pray the Lord it may, and let the people 
here, once more, have a faithful Gospel sermon. Come 
and follow up the good work; do not disappoint us. 
Lady Famham gave away a good many copies of your 
* Old Christianity,' and your other tracts to the con- 
verts. — Bring a supply with you." In another letter 
Mr. O. states that he had just returned from Cavan, 
and that " forty three more had conformed to Protest- 
antism ; and it is considered that these are a few drops 
before a great shower ! I trust this beginning is the 
fruit of divine light just dawning on the long enslaved 
mind. O that it may be as the morning light, shining 
more and more to the perfect day ! There appears to 
be a movement of men's minds, in some degree, all 
over the country. Thank God, that before my head 
has been laid in the dust, my eyes already begin to see 
what my heart has been so many years longmg after, 
and all my powers have been labouring to effect. Yes, 
I still felt that God had called me to attend to my 
Roman Catholic fellow-men in a special manner. This 
has often been before my eyes, and laid upon my heart. 
The Lord can do a great work by very inferior instru* 
ments, He can work and who can let it ? " 

In one county in the South, at least thirty families 
received the truth and renounced their former errors. 
And in another, schools were established for the 
instruction of the children of the poor, as well a» 
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teaching adults to read the Scriptares in the Irish 
tongue. " What/' he exclaims, ** can be more cheering 
to every pious and benevolent heart, than to hear of 
poor mortals who have long lain in darkness and the 
shadow of death^ now thirsting for the pure Gospel of 
Jesus Christ ! " He had breakfasted with an excellent 
gentkman and lady in the latter place, who had been 
devoting themselves to this hallowed work — This gen- 
tleman had given a copy of " Old Christianity" to an 
intelligent young man, a R. Catholic ; who, after he 
had read it carefully, brought it back, and laying it 
on the table, cried out, "Popery is done! for that 
book will never be answered ; no never/* This young 
man soon became zealous in forwarding the reading of 
the Scriptures in the Irish language. 

During the several routes which he took this year, 
his public discourses were, as usual, characterized by 
some of his striking peculiarities in an argument, in 
exposing the fallacies of Rome, some two or three, of 
which I shall here relate. In explaining our Lord's 
reproof to Peter, Matt. xvi. 23, while preaching to a 
mixed multitude in the market of Clones, he shows the 
madness of attempting to correct the Son of Cfod^ and 
that the person who teaches any doctrine but that 
taught by Christ himself, even the Gospel, is immedi- 
ately guilty of this crime and madness. He adds, " If 
St. Peter was not spared, but was called * Satan,* an 
offence, &c., for his temerity, every other person who 
is thus foolish and guilty, whether he be from England, 
France, Italy, &c. comes under the same condemnation. 
Many doctrines, not in the Gospel, nor therefore ever 
taught by Christ, have come to Ireland from the Pope 
to his clergy here, who have carefully taught them to 
the people." He then mentions some of them ; the 
sacrifice of the mass, adoration of the wafer, or 
Eucharist, &c., &c. " Every one of these." he says, 
" pours instant contempt on Christ, and ruin on the 
followers of them. For if they are ri^hty Christ must 
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have been wrong in not teaching them ! And if such 
doctrines be wrong, they who teach and practise them 
must be ruined lor ever." One of his congregation 
was heard to say, " Surely he is not far wrong," adding 
a curse, — Another Romanist exclaimed, " The Priests 
are the greatest r — g-s unhanged ! ! ! " 

In a tour that occupied twenty two days, he preached 
twenty days successively in both streets and houses, 
mostly three times a day, and some days even four or 
five times. And yet, rapid as was his course, his 
exhibitions of divine truth in the markets and fairs 
were elaborate and comprehensive, and sometimes 
marked with characteristic incidents. In the market of 
Ballyiamesduff, while discoursing to a great crowd on 
Gal. 1. 8. 9, "But though we or an angel from hea- 
ven, preach any other Gospel," &;c. He stated that the 
Apostle sets four sorts of guides before us,— the Gospel, 
Apostles, Angels and Pastors, of which we must at 
our peril choose one only as our infallible standard, 
viz. the Gospel, and that who ever sets up any guide 
or standard varying from this is accursed of God, as 
shall all be who dare follow him. Deep attention sat 
on every brow in the mixed multitude. It was mentioned 
to him as he ended, that one in the congregation 
wished to look at his Testament. It was the Rhemish 
version. He was a schoolmaster who expressed the 
wish. Mr. O. handed it ; he looked over part of it, 
and then marked Matt. vi. .5. "And when thou 
pray est be not as the hypocrites ; for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and in the comers of the 
streets." He expressed his desire that Mr. O. would 
read it to tlie people. This he did, while they heard 
with breathless attention and a general smile. Then 
lie turned to chap. v. 9, and read to them, " Let your 
light shine before men," &;c. He then marked Acts 
xvii. 17. and handing back the book, requested him to 
read aloud. "Therefore disputed he (Paul) in the 
market daily with them that met with him." The 
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school-master exclaimed, "I declare Pir, here is a 
coDtradiction." "What!" said Mr. O. "a contra- 
diction in your own book ? No, my dear fellow, the 
contradiction is in your head, not in the book. The 
doing good works in secret has regard to motive, that 
of pleasing God with a single eye ; the command, to 
let them appear before men, as did Paul, is for an 
example to men to lead them to good." '* Sir," the man 
replied, "I am very thankfiil to yon, I never understood 
this before." The crowd dispersed, apparently well- 
pleased. He next day went off to another town 19 
miles distant, and rode into the market with his black 
cap on and his Bible in his hand — he was soon sur- 
rounded by the greater part of the people of the market, 
and several of the clergymen of the Established church, 
behind him at a large window. After singing in 
English and Irish, he read his text from the Rhemish 
version, Mark vii. 7. "In vain do they worship me, 
teaching doctrines and precepts of men." He re- 
marked, " Should the servant of an eminent physician, 
either mix up his own stuff for the patients, or 
mingle it with good medicine sent by his master, 
would not this be a sure way to kill the patients ? But 
if this be counted the blackest of crimes, how hideous 
and how great must be the crime of those teachers, 
who thus act, in giving human inventions in place of 
God's Gospel, as did those hypocritical Jewish 
teachers, and as is openly done now in this our day ! " 
-After some other observations, an old grey-headed 
man in the crowd, cried out, "But who does it sir ? " 
" I shall soon tell you my old brother " said Mr. O. 
" No one here, or in Ireland, can believe that God 
was wrong when he gave the Ten commandments, to 
be observed by his people for ever. Nor can any 
believe that Christ delivered any thing wrong in the 
Gospel. Hence, none can allow that any alteration 
should be made, by man or angel, in these command- 
ments or in the Gospel for ever." He then said, " In 

CL 3 
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all this, ye all perfectly agree with ms, and that if any 
be found guilty of such alteration, he must bs desper- 
ately wicked indeed." After showing many flagrant 
and impious changes made by the Pope and his 
clergy, both in the Law and the Gospel, he exclaimed, 
" Here then, my good old man, are instances, which 
defy disproof, of wickedly teaching doctrines and 
precepts of men for those of God/' Every one was 
silent as death, and all devoutly joined, while he con- 
cluded with prayer. He then published, that on the 
next Friday he would preach in the market of Arva, 
on *' Beware of false prophets." Many flocked to 
hear, and, afterwards, talking together of the sermon, 
one exclaimed, " Was there no one to oppose him ? 
•'Oppose him you fool," said another, "Why the 
Devil could not beat him." " No, thank God," said 
Mr. O. "I rejoice to reply, for greater is he that is 
for me." The day before, preaching in another town, 
while contrasting the true and false prophets, a woman 
came up to her nusband, crying out to him, *' What 
are you doing here listening to that man ; don't you 
know how it will be ?" *' Hold your tongue woman, 
why I am listening to the truth, if ever truth was told, 
and stand you here, and hearken to it too." It may 
indeed, be asked, how is it possible that such faithful 
and constant preaching of the Gospel, could be other- 
wise than productive of the most beneficial effects, and 
in a high degree, successful in the Reformation of our 
country from Popish error to the pure religion of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ? He in a few days, 
after the above, comes to a place on the borders of the 
county of Meath, where 500 Roman Catholics had 
become united to the Established church, and, notwith- 
standing all the efforts made to bring them back, they, 
with few exceptions, remained firmly attached to the 
truth which they had joyfully received. 

Sometime after this he again visits King's Court, 
and preaches to great numbers of Roman Catholics^ 
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among whom, were some of the masters who taught 
the people to read the Irish Scriptures. *^ Against this 
class of persons," Mr. Ouseley remarks, " the Priests 
are greatly enraged, but it is all in vain, for they are 
daily on the increase." Here his discourse was on the 
" Ancient Faith." Great attention and feeling were 
manifested by those who heard. He scattered some 
of his tracts too, which contained his letters to Doctor 
Doyle and priest Walsh, in which he proves that the 
doctrines of Rome are mere fabrications of the Papacy. 
One of those who heard him that evening, came next 
morning to his lodgings, under great emotion, with 
teal's in his eyes ; he told him he nad had a sleepless 
night, that he and all the Romanists designed to fol- 
low no other faith than the faith of God, and Jesus 
Christ, (i. e.) the ten commandments and the Gospel. 
But, sighing heavily, he said, " God help us what are 
we taught?" A R. Catholic female also, who had 
heard him on that occasion, on her return said to her 
husband, '* I never understood my religion before, and 
with the mass I have done for ever ! " 

In another place he had preached to great numbers 
of Roman Catholics, who flocked to hear ; they seemed 
very much agitated at first, at hearing their system 
of faith exposed. They thought, alternately, that there 
religion was right, and his arguments right, and they 
became sadly perplexed; but the result was, they 
assembled in groups, betook themselves to the searching 
of the Scriptures, and, notwithstanding all the menaces 
of the priest, when he came again, they ran in multi- 
tudes to hear him. They hearkened with breathless 
attention, and, when departing from the place, they 
were heard to say one to another, '^ God bless him, he 
says nothing but the truth." 

In Omagh, the priest had treated him not very cere- 
moniously , calling him by many opprobrious names, on a 
late occasion ; but he now returns to that town, and his 
congregations are crowded. A Reformation meeting 
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was about to be held in the town, and be is prevaiMJ 
upon to remain a day, and take a part in the discussion*! 
The Court house was overflowed with all ranks during 
the time of the meeting, and manifested great interest 
in the debate. Three Priests came forward for the 
purpose of protesting against the proceedings ; they 
were invited to the platform, and the one who had been 
so liberal in his abuse of Mr. O. was the first who 
stood up to speak in reply to one of the clergymen, and 
Mr, O. in turn, was called on to answer his arguments. 
He spoke for fortv-five minutes. — Deep silence per- 
vaded the assembly, while he, in his own forcible 
manner, argued first, — that all were agreed, that 
Christ taught the triie way to heaven ; and that every 
doctrine, opposed to his Gospel must necessarily be 
false. He then proved that Extreme unction, sacrifice 
of the Mass, — worship of the Host, Purgatory, and 
Transubstantiation, &c , were opposed to the Gospel, 
and of consequence could not be the religion of 
Jesus Christ. The priest who followed him, seemed 
electrified, knew not where to begin, and under the 
greatest embarrassment stammered out something fo- 
reign from the argument, saying, I must turn to ano- 
ther subject. While Mr. O. took their whole system 
to pieces there was not the slightest dissatisfaction 
evinced, either by the Romish clergy or the people. 

In the spring of 1828, he was invited to take a part 
m the Missionary Anniversary services, in the prin- 
cipal towns in Lancashire and Yorkshire; and did 
not fail to place before the friends of religion in England 
the evils by which his poor country was ruined. 

Early in January of that year, it was very grati- 
fying to me to receive a visit from my old friend, in 
Belfast, where I was then stationed. We had the 
privilege of his presence for a week, to the great edifi- 
cation of the crowds which attended his ministry. 
During his stay in Belfast he published several impor- 
tant articles in the Protestant Guardian Newspaper* ■- 
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We slioald propably have been favoured with a more 
protracted visit, but that the Rev. Henry Deery having 
met with a severe accident,he hastened to his assistance* 

His tour at this time occupied ^fty- two days, and 
was extensive, through Leinster and the North. 
Wherever he went he was cordially received, and 
generously treated by gentry, clergy, and nobility ; 
and his visits and labours were greatly acknowledged 
by the great Head of the church, in every place. On 
his return to Dublin, January 30 th, he found Mrs. 
Ouseley had been seriously ill, but, lest he should be 
interrupted in his work, she had not apprized him of 
her indisposition. When he reached home, happily, she 
was convalescent. 

Through the following years he passes on his hal« 
lowed way, with unabated ardour and with a strength 
of body and energy of mind not only unimpaired, 
but seeming to increase with his years. During 
the year, ending June 1830, Mr. Ouseley travels as 
extensively, and preaches as frequently, it would 
appear, as in any period of his laborious life. Visits 
every one of the four provinces and preaches, at least 
1,000 sermons. As on the win^ of faith and love, 
he flies from ))lace to place, and lays hold on every 
occasion to expose error, and promote the interest of the 
Gospel. — Attacking falsehood in every form and inviting 
sinners to embrace the saving truths of Christianitv. 
A Friar of the name of Brennan afiected sometime 
before this, to conform to the Established Church; 
but when Mr. Ouseley reached Dnndalk in the winter 
of that year, this person had just published a peniten- 
tial address to the R. Catholics, very elaborate, and 
highly calculated to lull unsuspecting Protestants and 
ensnare the ignorant. He defended seven of his doc- 
trines, and, as it were, with many tears and appeals to 
God for his sincerity ! A thing quite common on such 
occasions. Mr. Ouseley gave this artful piece an able 
reply, and demonstrated that bis seven doctrines were 

b5 
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in opposition to the Gospel, and tlierefore seven false- 
hoods, but that the penitent Friar, believed neither his 
doctrines nor his arguments in support of them. And 
although he urcred on Friar Brennan and the priests 
to reply if |)Ossible, no answer appeared. 

Occasion was piven this year to Mr. Ouseley, to 
take up his pen in defence of his views on another 
subject, by a Clergyman of the Establishment, in the 
county of Fermanagh, who violently assailed the doc- 
trines and discipline of the Methodists as the worst 
of heresies. Great anxiety was manifested among the 
people on every hand, that Mr. O. when he came 
round to the neighbourhood, would write something in 
reply. Many flocked to hear him preach, and very 
gracious effects were apparent in the crowds assembled 
in tlie Market-house of Maguire's Bridge, near the 
scene of controversy. He believed that his opponent, 
and those who united with him, were conscientious 
Christian men and therefore he treated their names 
with great respect, and their subject with moderation, 
while he strongly vindicated what he conceived to be 
the doctrines of the Gospel. This was one of his 
happiest efforts — he conducted the controversy in a 
truly Christian spirit, and with an acuteness and 
strength of argument which were seldom surpassed by 
him. His remarks soon appeared in a pamphlet, but 
afterwards assumed the form of a book, which exhibits 
no inconsiderable degree of research on the subject, 
and an intimate acquaintance with the most eminent 
Divines of the English Church. 

The grand object, however, of his Mission was not 
forgotten. He again visited the country where the 
"work of Reformation had been in progress for years, 
and he was more and more impressed with the genuine- 
ness of the work. Great numbers in several parts of 
the country had joined the ranks of Protestantism and 
remained faithful. " The seed," he remarks, " is sown 
very extensively, and^ let us only patiently wait in 
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faith and prayer, and God, even oar own God, wiii 
give ns to see great tilings. Only let ub go on, and the 
results will be glorious/ The conversion of the Hon* 
and Rev. G. Spencer had now made a great noise. — He 
met an account of it in Waterford, and penned an 
immediate reply in which he exhibited the gross self- 
contradictious of the papal doctrines — and proved 
that this conversion must have been the result of 
mental defect in taking these self-contradictions for 
the GospeL In Tralee, the Priest, Dr. M''£nemy, had 
threatened to denounce any of his flock who would eo 
to hear Mr. Ouseley preach — and he immediately 
addressed a letter to him, which appeared in the Kerry 
Post, demonstrating that in thus opposing the truth 
he set himself against the word of God, which com- 
mands ns to ^^ Prove all things." It was thus he prO' 
ceeded from year to year, seizing every opfiortuuity^ 
both by preaching and writing, to confront error, and 
Bpreaid the knowledge of the truth in every place. 

In one of his tours this year he met witn a [>erson 
to whom his conversation and ministry, on a former 
occasion, had been made a great blessing. He had 
now the happiness o£ witnessing the gracious fruits 
arising from the seed sown two years before* The 
person was a young woman, who had been a most 
bigoted Roman Catholic — and who, a short time 
before 3Ir. Ouseley first saw her, had expressed herself 
in very strong language on the subject ot the Protestant 
religion, for which she entertamed a deep rooted 
hatred and horror. She said, she would rather be damn- 
ed than become a Protestant. She was otherwise a very 
iuterestine person. Mr. Ouseley heard of lier, sought 
an interview with her — and she ventured to enter into 
conversation with him. He asked her, ** Biddy, would 
yon not rather have one half hoaKs conversation with 
Jesos Christ, who is to judge you, were it possible, 
than if all the clergy on earth, Pope, priests, preach- 
ers, kc^ mere to tuk to yon UIl doomf-day ? " She 
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answered, *' Surely, I would." " Bat had he so 
conversed with you, would you not be afraid of 
forgetting any of it ; and would you not, on your 
knees, beg of him to give it to you in writing?" 
*' Certainly I would." " Now, if he gave you that 
writing," he remarks, " would you not put it in your 
very bosom, and read it ni^ht and day, and prefer it 
to all the teachers on earth, nor part with it on any 
account whatever?" "All this is true sir; I most 
certainly would not part with it." He rejoined, 
" Then Biddy you have the very thing in this house, 
the New Testament. For if Jesus Clirist were now 
to come, having given the Gospel in infinite perfection, 
(and the Protestant and Roman Catholic Testaments 
are in substance the same,) he would in no wise alter 
that Gospel. Hence, you have only to read and obey 
it, and all shall be well. But there is a practice in 
your religion that Christ never taught : that is private 
confession." He then, in a most ingenious manner, 
explained the passage contained in John viii. 3 — 11. 
** When," as he expresses it " a certain wicked woman 
was brought into the the congregation before our 
Saviour, and he said ' Neither do I condemn thee : 
go and sin no more.' " You see Biddy, he continues," 
" Christ did not confess her, nor lay penance on her. 
Now, had he found an apostle confessing a woman, 
and laying penance on her, contrary to this example, 
what would become of such an apostle, unless he 
promised never to do so again ? Or if he met you, 
my child, going to such confession, and would say to 
you, ' Did I ever teach the like? And are you going 
to tell the world, I was wrong?' What would you 
answer ? Surely you would say,* ' Lord I will never 
go to confession again.' " This was too powerful to be 
resisted — her eyes became suffused with tears — she. 
went to hear him preach, commenced reading God's 
lioly word — never went to Mass or confession; and on 
the next Sabbath morning went to Church and, 
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with another, read her recantation— sought the Lord 
earnestly, and penitently, and soon obtained the know- 
l^dgfe of salvation by the remission of her sius. The 
Priest raised a most virulent opposition against her, 
but she continued faithful, and, though she was a little 
perplexed at first — all became calm and joy and 
peace. She rejoiced to meet her father in the Gospel, 
and he was delighted to meet her a steady member of 
the Methodist Society. He met her parents about six 
miles farther on, who through her means, it would 
appear, had abandoned the errors of Rome, the father 
a member of society, and the rest of the family 
likely to do well. This affords one instance among 
thousands of the triumph of divine truth through the 
instrumentality of this faithful servant of Christ; 
and exhibits a demonstrative proof that no small 
tribute of thankfulness is due to Mr. Ouseley for 
the numbers which have been won to the ranks of the 
Establishment. 

Again he visits Tuam, and a scene takes place, such as 
has been already described: he enters the Market-place 
accompanied by a few friends; a priest sat in a window 
behind where he preached ; many heard with attention, 
but some became restless, and instigated others to 
annoy; the yell was raised, the missiles flew, tnrf, 
stones, &c., he was repeatedly hit, but received no 
great injury, until struck on the mouth ; one of his 
fore-teeth was disturbed and his lips and gums cut ; 
the blood flowed profusely ; he showed them some of 
the blood on his hand, and gently asked them, ** Is 
this my reward for my good will to you?" He prayed 
heartily for them, and retired under showers of 
stones; yells and reproaches following him. until a 
kind Clergyman of the Establishment, the Rev. Mr. 
Irwin, cried, **/Shame, shame," at the mob, took him 
by the arm and brought him to his own house. He is 
now invited by a Clergyman to another town, and 
preaches in English and Irish^ four times th« day 
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he went there, and the next morning; and had a 
very gracious and peaceable time. In Ballinasloe 
he is opposed by a man, decent in appearance, but 
intoxicated, who received some chastisement from his 
own sister for his unbecoming behaviour. He preaches 
through all the surrounding towns, with his usual 
fervour and unremitting zeal, without the least abate- 
ment, and is never heard to complain, in all his toil 
and peril. " All this did not for a single day prevent 
my labours ; and, to God be all the glory, I am very 
little, if any thing, the worse of all these labours and 
dangers : riding so incessantly, and preaching at the 
rate of from twelve to twenty times a week publicly, 
and probably nearly as often more as I travel along, 
to those I meet daily; as I can speak to them so freely 
in their own language." The above accounts are taken 
from a letter of his, dated May 21st and June ISth 
1 830, which presents a most interesting and lengthened 
detail of his labours during the preceding year; the 
whole of which, could our space admit of it, would 
strike you with wonder, I shall however close this, 
by another extract from this important document. 
** All the time, having preached so much in the streets 
and chapels, you may judge what multitudes I must 
have ministered to in this way, and what hundreds of 
miles I rode. How great has been the tender mercy 
and loving kindness of my God to me, in enabling 
me now in my 69th year to endure all this incessant 
labour, with such facility. And, the more especially, 
as my discourses in the street must be so loud ; and 
having to speak so much Irish, and to use so much 
argument, in order to develope crafty errors, must 
necessarily be so long. 'Tis mercy all ! This is the 
more remarkable, when it is observed, the dread the 
priests have, lest their people should hear, and the 
natural enmity of their people to Protestantism, — and 
the violence of the bigoted Irish mind. And, how 
JziiracuJous^ that not only no damage has been done 
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me, nor any dangerous tumults have occurred ; but, 
rather, that I Tvas p:enerallj heard with such attention 
and affection in all places : and that^ while exposing 
the impostures so long practised on the people. O, my 
soul, hast thou not cause to glorify tny God ; and, 
with my friends, rejoice with reverence and gratitude 
before Him ? " Thus writes Mr. Ouseley, when he had 
nearly numbered his three score years and ten ! 

Yours, &c., W, R, 
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LETTER XIV. 



Affliction of Mr. Oaseley — His letter on the subject — Employs 
the time in writing — Resumes his active labour8---Catches cold 
in street-preaching — Travels in Leinster and Ulster — Interview 
with a friendly Priest — Visits King's Court — A Priest denounces 
his ** Old Christianity " as an heretical book — ^Two lengthened 
tours — Supplies the place of Mr. Bayley — Dialogue in the street 
of Ballinasloe — Attacked by Cholera in Sligo — Attends the 
Annual Meeting of the Irish Society in Dublin — Writes stric- 
tures on the Pope's Jubilee — Mrs. Ouseley's character — Mr. 
Ouseley travels through Kerry — Conversation with a Priest — 
Visits Limerick, Ennis, Tipperary — Strongly urges the employ- 
ment of Scripture Teachers — Proposes to contribute to th«r 
support — Travels throue^h the Western counties — Visits England 
— Effect of sermon in Mountmellick — Travels in Kerry, Lime- 
rick, and Gal way — Attacked by robbers on his return to DubKn 
— Premonitory symptoms of his last illness — Letter to the 
Author — Prospects of Eternity — Concludes his public ministry} 
by preaching in Mountmellick — Returns to Dublin — Is confined 
to bed — The closing scene — Mr. Ouseley's character as a writer 
— His general character as given in the Minutes of Conference 
— Conclusion. 

My dear Friend, 

We have now to contemplate the character of Mr. 
Ouseley in another aspect than that in which we were 
invited to view it in the close of the last letter. The 
man of almost uninterrupted health, and ceaseless, 
energetic action is, as in a moment, weak as infancy, 
laid aside for a season, and in all human calculation, 
no more to resume his labours. Tie at first is under 
ibe distressing auticl^atiou himself that a period is put 
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to bis holj toil. His ohd words will best describe, 
at ODce, tbe afflictioD, and bis feelinss Cff pious 
sobmission to tbe diTiBe will. In a fetter to tbe 
MisfrioDarr Committee, Nor. dtb 1830, in wbicb be 
exfvresees bimself witb bis usual force, be afiectiogljr 
depicts bis circumstances. 

" Tbrongb tbe mysterious proridence of tbat good 
God, tbat cannot err^ bat dotb all tbings well, I am 
cooBned to mj bed beavilj afflicted, and most now 
address tbe Committee bv tbe pen of a kind friend. 

^ That coarse of Tebement actire labour, in wbicb 
I baTC been many rears engaged, to promote tbe good 
of mj fellow men, and tbe glory of my God, in tbis 
benigbted kingdom, and in wbicb be so blessedly and 
wonderfixliy presenied and supported me, is now yeij 
probably come to its close. 

^In tbe Montb of Angast I feft tbis city, in bealtb 
and strength, for Connaagbt — preaching in all tbe 
towns and Tillages as I went along, both in tbe streets 
and booses, to maltitades of anxious hearers, at tbe 
fate of from IS to 20 or 21 times a week, without a 
singk day's intermission to the 10th of October, when 
in crossing throneb a part of tbe county Leitrim, to 
tbe place appointed for me, in stepping down a ditch 
tbat interTened, 1 felt a sudden shock as if my leg 
were broken, or, tbat my foot were serered from my 
leg ; after roiling in anguish on the ground, I attempted 
to rise, and in that state, wonderful to tell, I got on 
horseback, not knowing exactly what damage had 
occurred, but proceeded to my place, and preached 
that night to the assembled crowd with great freedom. 
It having been published far and wide, tbat I was 
to open the new Methodist Chapel in Dmmshambo, 
the next day at one o'clock, swelfed and painful as 
my leg was, I proceeded to my work, and a col- 
fectioo of about ten guineas (in so small a Tillage) 
was made, tbe crowd assembled at night again, and I 
preached to them, and un the next night also. Medical 
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men who came to see me prescribed poultices, and 
hoped that I would soon get well ; I hoped so too ; 
proceeding on my course and preaching daily, some* 
times at the rate of 12 times a week, I purposed 
to penetrate into Mayo, but as I found at length the 
great swelling in my leg increasing, I must stop^ and 
return home, to seek Medical assistance and rest; and 
after 71 days absence, I arrived in Dublin by the 
coach on last Friday week. But, before my departure 
from the county of Longford, I received a very 
pressing letter from an amiable Clergyman in Mohill, 
a town in the county Leitrim, to return to them, after 
I had lately spent five days with them at two several 
times, preaching night and day to amazing crowds, 
Komanists and Protestants, tie mentioned to me, 
that the Sunday after I left them, no less than a 
hundred and eighty souls approached the Lord's 
Table. 

" Many souls were converted, and the whole vicinity 
for miles round seemed to be moved. Bad as my leg 
was, I could not resist this invitation which I conceived 
to be of God. I returned, was graciously received by 
both Rector and Curate ; and by the inhabitants most 
gladly. I stopped 3 days, and preached 7 times in a 
large double school room, to congregations still 
more dense than before, nor could the Priest with all 
his artifices prevent his people from coming to hear. 
We parted tne last morning in floods of tears ; and 
with prayers, and thanksgiving to the Lord. 

** My leg, on being examined by men of science, 
(since my return to Dublin) was found to be ruptured 
in the tendon Achilles, so called, and in the region of 
the heel, which most probably will leave me lame 
while I live, but this is not all ; seldom one sorrow 
comes alone, I was attacked last Monday night with 
a violent pain in my stomach, which threatened to put 
an immediate end to my mortal career : an eminent 
physician was roused out of his bed in all haste, who^ 
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fimnd that a dangerous inflammatioii on the liver, which 
he said was long growing, was my complaint; he 
forthwith took six tea cups fall of blood from my arm, 
and, after that, applied eighteen leeches to the region of 
the liver, which bled me profiiselj ; this mitigated the 
pungency of the pain — to our God be the glorj, who 
blessed the means to the relief of his poor creature, — 
a blister was added, which also tend^ to relieve me ; 
my appetite is gone, and here I lie in peace^ thank 
God, and helpless as a child,. upon the bed o^ doubtless 
salutary affliction, under the care of a kind wife, and 
a merciful Father, who neither slumbers nor sleeps, 
who graciously brought me home before this accumu- 
lation of afflictions came upon me. 

** A consultation of twa eminent physicians on my 
case was held yesterday, and they have pronounced 
me much better, and encourage me to expect ultimate 
recovery, but that it will take time. I feel upon the 
whole, thank God, nothing but cause of gratitude to 
my Almighty protector — and a hope that 1 shall' again 
be enabled to wield the sword of the Lord in some 
measure, as heretofore." 

During this conq)licated affliction, two eminent 
physicians were most prompt and disinterested in their 
attendance; and Mrs. Ouseley unwearied in. her atten- 
tion and eare^ night and day, for weeks ; and to these, 
under God, he owed his life*. ** My dear wife,'' he 
says, *' has been up every night, from the beginning, 
two or three times, duly to attend me and give me 
drink." The hurt in his le^ seemed providential, for 
the physicians said that the inflammation had been gra- 
dually accumulating; and, had he then proceeded, 
according to his original intention, through Mayo, he, 
in alt probability, would have been without suitable 
medicsd advice and attention, and have fallen under 
the disease. He consoles himself under his affliction, 
by the thought that his pen can be employed in hi« 
divine Master's cause. His feebleness ana lameness^ 
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were such, that, during the winter, he could not attempt 
any thing that required exertion; yet, he says, ^^TIu§ 
also, I am persuaded, will he followed with gt)od; 
for now, thank God, I can take mv pen, and mj 
heart is inditing of a good matter/ Some works 
on the Popish controversy occupied his mind, and were 
afterwards brought out during his temporary retire- 
ment. "Popery, popery is Satan's first bom; this 
none who knows it can aeny ; and it is making rapid 
strides in England ! How then comes it to pass, that 
scarce any one minds it, more than if it were a mere 
harmless thing ? " *' The plot developed," and " Stric- 
tures on the controversy between Pope and Maguire," 
he published in one volume, as a seasonable check at 
the time, to the arrogant spirit of error, as be believed 
the cause of truth was greatly disserved by the discus- 
sion. He also enlarged his work already mentioned, 
" An Earnest Appeal on Calvinism and Arminianism, 
&c., to promote Christian union." During these sea- 
tBons of " gentle affliction," as he was wont to express 
himself, his best productions were written. 

His attention was at this time anxiously directed to 
the instituting of a new agency, for the spiritual 
instruction of the Irish, under the name of ** Scripture 
Readers." He sketches a plan easy of accomplishment, 
and recommends a suitable person to make trial ; he 
afterwards proceeds fuKber with his design, urges it 
on the Missionary Committee and Conference, and 
ofiers an annual subscription to the fund for its support. 

In the latter end of December he writes, "The liver 
complaint has, thank God, subsided. Yet the doctors 
keep me low ; I feel no pain on that ground, though 
my appetite has returned. My leg, is very little, if 
any thing, better; the weakness and soreness continue. 
I can, however, limp slowly about the house; and I 
ran use my pen : this is a great mercy indeed ! and 
let patience have her perfect work." For nearly eight 
mottthB be was not able to move beyond his own door. 
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His first effort to preach was made in Wbitefriar 
Street Chapel^ and he felt improved by the exertion. 
He is anxious, once more to return to nis work, — *^ I 
feel hope," he says, ^'though my leg is still weak, 
that I shall be able to resume my labours immediately, 
if not as fully as formerly, yet with caution, in some 
degree effectually." Both himself and his friends, 
regarded his illness providential, as^ during that period, 
great agitations and murderous outrages prevailed 
throughout our ill-fated country, which would have 
rendered it hazardous for him to travel in his usual 
way. 

He speaks in terms of high esteem and gratitude of 
the disinterested kindness of Dr. Cheyne ; and also 
of Dr. Browne, both of whom generously declined 
receiving any fee, though pressed upon them, esteeming 
it rather a privilege than otherwise, to wait on Mr^ 
Ouseley in his illness. 

At every step we proceed in the singular narrative 
of the man, we are the more forcibly impressed with 
wonder at his extraordinary character. We have just 
seen him passing under a painful and protracted illness, 
and even then, by every effort of his pen, does he strive 
to advance the cause of truth, and oenefit his fellow 
men ; and, scarcely is he relieved from his indispositioUi 
'till we find him again engaged in fatieuin^ duties, 
pursuing his career of usefulness with unabated ardour. 
In a letter to the Rev. Elijah Hoole, dated Septem- 
ber Cth, 1831, Mr. Ouseley writes, '* Hitherto the Lord 
hath helped me, in the midst of incessant labours : for, 
in every place, the crowds run together to hear as soon 
as thev know I am come. So that I generally preach 
from fourteen to sixteen times a week, or more. Since 
Sunday morning last, I have preached, in and out of 
doors, thirteen times, to this morning, (Thursday.) In 
the county of Longford I had great congregations every 
where, and I trust good has been done. By invitation 
of Mr. Kingston a Magistratle^he preached in Kenagh 

8 2 
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twicCi and such numbers attended his preaching as they 
had not seen there. He then proceeded to the county 
of Leitrim, and preached in the street of Mohill, where 
he had been just before his illness. An immense crowd 
attended, his way was delightfully opened, so that he 
got a large school room to preach in, stopped thr^ 
days, and preached eight sermons before he left them, 
l^e Romanists crowded to hear him, in spite of the 
priests. He spent the day with the excellent Rector, 
and, although the night was wet, and dark, and stormy, 
the crowd that assembled was surprising. He remarks, 
" The Lord was with us indeed, blessed be his name. 
I must soon visit them again. 1 was almost tired last 
night, after having preached four times; but I got 
sweet refreshing sleep to fit me for the morning. Thus 
I hope, now that I am put on my legs again, to go on 
rejoicing 'till I finish my course." 

Throughout the winter, he prosecutes the work with 
equal diligence, and for ninety days, without cessation, 
he preaches and travels, visits Mohill again, and vast 
numbers of the Roman Catholics attended each night 
in the large school- room, and still greater numbers in 
the streets. He was now attacked with a cold, which 
afiected both his lungs and liver, and obliged him to 
return to Dublin for medical advice. — After three 
weeks he was freed from the cough, and nearly restored, 
— *' And I expect," he says, " shortly to launch forth 
once more." His views of the "Education Board" 
were well known. I have hardly at any time, heard 
such powerful and sarcastic strictures on the subject, 
from any one, as from Mr, Ouseley. — He remarks in 
this letter, " Never in my memory has the Protestant 
spirit been so roused in behalf of the Bible, and so 
much said, and so well said, about it, and that by all 
denominations and classes of Protestants, as since the 
new Education, Infidel Popish Board, had determined 
to proscribe it, and shut it out from the education 
Byatem. Much good from this evil attempt, shall, I 
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expect, through the divine mercy, be the result. 

The next year, his laborious course was chiefly 
through Leinster and Ulster. After he had preached 
in the street of Ballyjamesduff, a Priest who had heard 
him, sought an interview with him, came to his lodging 
night and morning, and held free and friendly con- 
yersations with him on religious subjects, lie also 
cordially invited him to his house, but Mr. Ouseley's 
plan would not admit of any delay. 

In some instances the R. Catholic priests evinced 
great respect for him, and seemed glad to receive the 
truth from his lips. Sometime before this, while tra- 
velling in the county of Wexford, he rode into a town 
on the Lord's day ; and, as is customary after Mass, 
great numbers were engaged near the chapel, some in 
playing ball, some gambling, and others drinking 
whiskey.* Mr. Ouseley went immediately to the 
Parish Priest, a mild good-natured man, who received 
him very kindly, lie in strong terms remonstrated 
against these abuses. *'Are not you, sir" he said, 
'* the pastor of Christ's flock ? *' I'he Priest, in a 
subdued tone, replied, ** Indeed I am sir." •* Then 
why do you not turn out the unruly ones according to 
the command of Christ your Lord?" "Lord help 
me " replied the priest, " if I turn out these I'll have 



* The desecration of the Christian Sabbath is one of our great 
national sins ; it is awfully prevalent among R. Catholics : nor 
can this be thought surprising, when it is considered, that the very 
best of their clergy advocate its open abuse, as consistent with 
the liberty of the Christian dispensation. The Rev. Theobald 
Mathew in labouring to advance the cause of Temperance, does 
not scruple to plead for the Christian propriety of the most fla- 
grant violation of the holy day. In a letter in the Cork Consti- 
tution, he says ^ It may be objected to me, that I have attended 
at Temperance Meetings on the Lord's day accompanied by bands 
of music. As I interpret the Sacred Scriptures, this does not 
appear to me a profanation of the Lord's day. I avail myself of 
the Gospel liberty with which Chbist has set us free from the 
yoke of the Levitical law." This, alas I requires no comment. 

S3 
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none at all." " Better for you have none at all, rejoined 
Mr. O, or have only these, and have such a church as 
Christ and his Apostles founded, than have the whole 
country-side of such fellows." " True for you sir, but 
Lord have mercy upon us, what shall we do for the bit 
of bread." Then Mr. O. turned to the Lives of some 
of the Popes, and showed the absurdity of connecting 
the name of Christianity with such monsters of impiety. 
*' True enough for you," said the priest," " there's their 
Lives on the table there." His coadjutor came in shortly 
after, and said, " so you have had that Heresiarch 
Ouseley here." The other sharply rebuked him, and or- 
dered him out of his presence, saying, " Mr. Oiiseley 
is a erentleman and scholar, sir, what you are not. 
You dare not open your mouth, sir, if he were present." 
He clung to Mr. Ouseley with the greatest aiFection, 
and such was the impression that his conversation had 
upon his mind, that, when he was dying he cried out, 
" O, Mr. Ouseley ! Mr. Ouseley ! ! " 

But, to return, — soon after leaving Ballyjamesduff, we 
find him labouring successfully in Enniskillen, where 
was a great work ; and many souls were, by his means, 
added to the Lord. Here he was constrained to con- 
tinue eight days. Almost every night souls were 
awakened and brought to God. In the street, he 
preached on horseback to an immense crowd on the 
market-day ; and while he laid before them the wil- 
lingness of God to save them, through faith in the 
Redeemer, the power of the Lord was graciously 
felt. Nor did the Romanists evidence any displea- 
sure while he showed them that they were taught 
quite another doctrine. "O what a pity," he re- 
marks, *' that we have not more street-preaching ! 
for how can these poor sheep hear otherwise ? Poor 
souls ! my heart mourns over them." In like manner 
he preached in other towns of the counties of Ferma- 
nagh, Cavan, Monaghan, Tyrone, &c. He proceeded 
to King's Court on Good Friday, and had much inte- 
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renting conversation with the Rev. Mr. Winning, 
superintendent of the Irish Society's schools. The thou- 
sands who entered into resolutions to read the Scriptures, 
persisted in their pious determination, notwithstanding 
the authority and denunciations of their clergy. They 
also possessed themselves of " Old Christianity/' and 
several of his other controversial tracts, which they 
read with avidity. The Priest had heard of one man 
in particular, who had got his larger work, and came to 
him to dissuade him from reading it, or having it in 
his possession. When the Rev. Father could not pre- 
vail, he seized him hy the collar, and they had a de- 
termined grapple, but the man persisted. The Priest, 
being defeated in the struggle, cursed him for his con- 
tumacy, from the altar in the chapel; cursed the cow 
that gave him milk, and the grass on which she fed, if 
he would not part with this heretical book. But all in 
vain, he could not frighten him. After a tour of fifty- 
three days of incessant labour at this time, Mr.Ouseley 
says, ^' I came home safe, well, and happy in my soul, 
now in my seventy-first year. Glory be to my God ! " 
Increasing years seem to have had no other efiect on 
Mr. O. than increasing his solicitude for the salvation 
of his fellow- men, and stimulating him, if possible, to 
greater exertions for that momentous object. When 
he entered on the seventy second year of his age, he 
preached as much as in his youthful day s. Besides some 
shorter excursions which he took in 1833, he gives a de- 
tail of his labours during a more lengthened tour, in the 
latter end of 1832, and another early in 1833. In one 
place in the King's county he was invited by the Rector, 
by whom he was hospitably entertained, and in whose 
school-house he repeatedly preached to mixed and 
large congregations. In TuIIamore he breakfasted in 
company with the Rector, and Curate, amiable and 
pious men. "We had" says Mr. O. "much edifying 
and affectionate conversation on the extent of the 
Atonement, and some other points entertained by many 

84 
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learned and good men in this kincrdom." Hearing of 
the sudden death, by Cholera, of one of our Mission- 
aries, the Rev. Robert Builej, he hastened to liia 
Mission, to condole with the bereaved widow and her 
family, and to supply the preaching-places of the 
excellent man that had been removed from a world of 
toil and pain, to the ^' rest that remaineth for the people 
of God." He passed through Athlone, where the Lord 
■wonderfully acknowledged his ministry. On the Sun- 
day, he preached once in the street, after church service, 
and twice in the chapel. " I had been ill," he says, 
"for a few weeks, and even when setting out, was still 
ill from a fall I had gotten, by which I received a 
contusion in my right side. The first week I preached 
only seven times, the next ten, and after that foarteea 
times and upwards. Thus my gracious Master 
strengthened me, and smoothed my way. Glory be to 
Him." 

He spent thirty- two days on that ^fission, and 
preached in the several towns, in the public streets. 
In Ballinasloe market a sort of dialogue took place in 
Irish, between him and one of the peasantry, which 
showed the satisfaction felt by the poor people at 
hearing the word of the Lord explained. "Poor dear 
souls," says "Mr. O., •' they were astonished, to hear 
the truths of the blessed Gospel." Some of them 
exclaimed in Irish, '* We never heard Priest or Friar 
speak so." Mr. O. replied, "And yet I am a Protes- 
tant!" "And for all that," said one, "no priest 
comes up to you, God bless and speed you ! " On All- 
saint's day, or the day after, while preaching, one of 
them cried out, '* You are right enough, for this time 
souls are leaving Purgatory : the Priest told us from 
the Altar that they are flying out of it like flocks of 
crows out of a rookery, and that every one praying 
fervently will get out a soul." This was all expressed 
in Irish, and Mr. O. answers in the same tongue, and 
iil bi3 own peculiar way^ reasons with them, on . the 
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absordlty of such notions. '^ Without faith in Christ," 
he argued, *^and the Holy Spirit cleansinc^ the soul from 
sin, there is no salvation, and having these, there can 
be no condemnation : if not, no punishment, and if 
not, no place after death for punishment ; if not, no 
Purgatory for any gracious souls. And if these things 
be so, and cannot be denied, the whole is of human 
invention, and a cheat on ignorance and credulity."' 
Satisfaction beamed in their countenances ; and a bles- 
sing was prayed on him whnn he concluded. 

As he approached Sligo, in his second excursion, he 
had premonitory symptoms of Cholera, and yet he 
preached as if he had been quite well. At length he 
sunk under it, — got medical aid, so that, by God*s 
blessing accompanying the means, he was in a few 
days enabled to preach again. On Thursday, February 
28th, he was obliged to abstain from all public exer- 
tions until Sunday, when he had so far convalesced as 
to be able to preach morning and evening to delightful 
and crowded congregations. ** I was well taken care 
of," he remarks, '* at our friend Upton's, by himself, 
his dear wife and daughters. I pray God to remember 
them for good." In Longford, while he preached, a 
Priest came into the crowd, and said in a low tone, 
** Go away." Some of the people made a great noise ; 
and, as if k bell-man had gone round, they crowded to 
the chapel in the evening. 

He hastened home to attend the annual meeting of 
the Irish Society, which was held in the Ilotunda, on 
Monday 18th of March. On his way he stopped in 
Athlone, with his kind friend the Rector, as he had 
promised; preached there in the street, on Sunday, 
after church service, to a mixed multitude, without the 
slightest interruption, and at night to a dense crowd, 
of whom several were Romanists. He arrived in 
Dublin, on the 13th of March. 

^* Thank God," he says, ^' in good health, and happy; 
my good wife, I found in tolerable health." On Son- 
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day 17th he preached in three of the chapels in Dablin, 
and though a little tired^ nothing the worse. He met 
some instances at this time in Dublin, of the good 
effects of his book. 

" The Pope's Jubilee, to purify the faithful and wash 
white as snow," was then in full of)e ration throughout 
Ireland. He wrote an exposure of the wretched cheat| 
and had it inserted in some of the Newspapers. With 
the exception of a slight cold, he said, *'By the divine 
poodness, I feel as well and strong, and as willing to 
labour for my God, as at any time, these past twenty five 
years. My poor wife," he adds, ** has rather a heavy 
cold. She and I shall, next month, have been fifty 
years urited!" 

We have had occasionally in the course of this 
work, to refer to Mrs. Ouseley, whose piety and zeal 
for the cause of God, in no small degree contributed to 
encourage her incomparable husband in his arduous 
and successful career. A slight departure from the 
direct narrative will be excused, while we give a brief 
sketch of the character of that exemplary woman. 
And, should this come under her eye, she will forgive 
her old and attached friend, for the liberty ho takes 
with her respected name. It fills me with indescribable 
emotion, to touch on a subject with which are asso- 
ciated a thousand grateful reminiscences ; so as to 
make it no easy task to pay this tribute. But such 
was her worth, that to pass it over wholly in silence 
would be an unpardonable omission. The saintly 
widow of the venerable Ouseley is every way deserving 
of the name she bears, and the rank she has so long 
sustained in the church of Christ. At the period in 
which I became acquainted with her, she had passed 
the meridian of life. A gentlewoman, combining ia 
her character rare qualities; of good education, enga- 
ging manners, great kindness of heart, sound sense, and 
genuine piety. In an infant society, she was well 
qualiBed to foster, in the absence of the Missionary, the 
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incipient good in young converts. She instructed the 
ignorant, encouraged the timid, and gave an elevated 
tone to the piety of the more matured Christians. She 
Avas an ornament to our society, and an honour to her 
sex ; and peculiarly fitted for mixing with persons of 
respectability and intelligence, and making such im- 
pressions as tended to promote their spirituality, as 
well as increase their respect for the religion which she 
meeklj' professed. I am the more undisguised in the 
expression of my sense of her excellencies, as she is on 
the verge of the future world, where she shall shortly 
join the sainted spirit of her husband, in the unfading 
joys of eternity. 

Mr. Ouseley often calls her *' My most patient wife." 
She was most tenderly attached to her honoured part- 
ner, and nevertheless, without a niurmur, endured his 
absence, while he travelled through the kingdom amidst 
imminent dangers, exposed as he was, frequently to 
persecutions and perils. " In deaths oft, — in jour- 
ney ings often, — in perils of robbers, in perils by his 
own countrymen, — in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, — in weariness and painfulness." And yet 
would she, though not without anxiety for her husband's 
safety, remain at home during his absence, for six 
months together, with the exception of an interval of 
a few days, while he was undergoing all the labours 
and hardships we have been describin«f. So that one 
scarcely knows whether to admire more, — this excel- 
lent woman, under her privations, or the man pursuing 
his toilsome course. Her pious mind yielded to what 
she believed to be the divine will ; and in the exercise 
of faith, she, in the spirit of sacrifice, presented her 
offering to the Lord, that the interests of his kingdom 
miirht be advanced, by the instrumentality of his 
faithful servant; and the great object of the Gospel be 
attained in the salvation of lost men. 

From March until the Conference 1833, the same 
course of active labour is pursued by Mr. O, with 
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untiring zeal, and in the same unbroken spirit. On 
the 1st of June he preached thrice in Leitrim and 
twice in the county Cavan, and from that to the 2l8t 
of the same month, inclusive, in different and distant 
towns in the counties of Leitrim, Cavan, Tyrone, 
Monaehan, and Meath, he preached sixty-six sermons, 
of which twenty-five were in the public streets. " On 
this course," he remarks, '• I have to acknowledge 
much affection generally, in all places, from the clergy 
of the Established church." 

About this time, an attempt was made to take away 
his life, while preaching out of doorsi in Dublin. A 
gentleman, residing in the North of the city, invited 
the Methodist ministers, the Rev. Thomas Waugh, &c. 
to preach in an open space before his hall door. The 
Rev. Mr. Hull was the first to engage in the work, 
and others of us, in turn, followed. For some time, 
the preaching was continued without interruption; 
until a gentleman living in the neighbourhood took 
huge offence, and endeavoured to prevent the nuisance. 
But when Mr. Ouseley came to our assistance, the 
enemies of truth thought to make short work of it ; 
for one of them, while he was in the act of preaching, 
came behind him, armed with a hatchet, and treache- 
rously aimed a deadly blow at his head, which, if it 
had taken effect, would have killed him on the spot ; 
but, most providentially, a friend near him suddenly 
seized the lel low's arm, and prevented his foul design. 
He was committed to custody, but Mr. O. was obsti- 
nate in his refusal to prosecute him. 

After the Cork Conference, he travels to the county 
of Kerry ; and, spending a few days on the Tralee cir- 
cuit, he started for Limerick on the Mail car, and, from 
Castle Island, sat beside a friendly priest. They con- 
versed freely on the the tenets of the Romish church ; 
and, although Mr. Ouseley exposed and overthrew the 
sophistries used in their support, the Priest cleaved 
to bim as to a brother. He presented him with a copy 
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of his Letter to Father Mamiire, and that to Priest 
Spencer, which he gratefuflj received, and said he 
would carefully read them ; he also requested to get 
** The Plot Opened.'* They spoke on various topics, 
and sometimes in Latin : but nothing surprised him 
more than Mr. O use ley's speaking to the beggars in 
Irisk^ when they flocked about the car. " I declare " 
he exclaimed, "you appear to know every thing." 

The Rev. William Stewart being appointed one of 
the representatives to the British Conference, Mr. 
Ouseley was requested to take his place for some time 
on the Limerick circuit. During a fortnight which 
he remained, between town and country, he preached 
in the streets and chapels not less than forty seven 
times. " August 7th," he says, ** I took my leave of 
them, I preached to a large congregation, we had a 
blessed season. This was the sixth sermon, in and out, 
that day ! I was nothing the worse, thank God." He 
also visited Ennis in the county of Clare, and some 
towns in the county of Tipperary, and then proceeded 
to Dublin. 

At this time his anxiety increases for the establish- 
ment of a Scripture Reader s society in Ireland ; and 
in a letter to the Rev. Theophilus Lessey, he begs 
to engage him, as the advocate of his plan, in the Mis- 
sionary Committee. '* I am satisfied," he says, "your 
voice and Mr. Bunting's shall be heard for us ; I will 

five ^50 myself this year, and the same next year." 
le goes on to say — " I am willing to bestow the copy- 
right of my large work, and prepare a copy for your 
Book Room, and, with any thing I have written, I 
am willing to do the same. For conscience sake, to 
promote God*s cause made me take up my pen. My 
days shall soon come to a close, of course, and this is 
not the time to slack my hands." It was at length 
decided by the Missionary Committee, that the earnest 
appeals ot Mr. Ouseley on this subject should be res- 
ponded to; and it is announced as follows, in the 
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December Notice, " The friends of Ireland will be glad 
to learn that the Committee has determined to strengthen 
our Mission establishment in that country. Some time 
since, the Rev. Gideon Ouseley strongly advised the 
employing of a limited number of Scripture Teachers, 
and generously offered to contribute ^50 towards de- 
fraying the expense; and the last Irish Conference 
having earnestly recommended the speedy adoption of 
the measure, the Committee has resolved to engage at 
a moderate salary, ten pious persons, whose business 
will be to visit those places which the Missionaries can 
only occasionally reach, and instruct the people out of 
the Scriptures, in the first princip)^ of religion." In 
a letter to the Rev. Jabez Bunting/Mr. Ouseley subse- 
quently urges the entering upon the plan thus adopted. 
The system, for some time, continued in efficient ope- 
tion, until the Mission Schools becoming extended, this 
plan was deemed better suited to the circumstances of 
the country, especially as our School-masters generally 
act as exhorters or local preachers. The Mission schools, 
for several years, under the able superintendence of the 
Rev. W. O. Croggon,have been greatly extended, and 
are now in a state of very efficient operation. 

We turn again to the public movements of Mr. 
Ouseley : can the record of his labours be reflected on 
without admiration ? In his letter to the Rev. Jabez 
Bunting, dated February 19th, 1834, from which we 
have already quoted, he states, "Severe, wet, and 
stormy as the winter has been, — and, though I laboured 
in the word at the rate of from fourteen to eighteen 
times a week, without a single days intermission, save 
the day I left home, and that on which I returned, — I 
travelled through the Western counties, Westmeath, 
Longford, Roscommon, Gal way. Mayo and Sligo, 
preaching to multitudes as I went along; yet through 
Divine mercy I am not a whit the worse ! " 

During this excursion, which lasted 106 days, he 
^i'eached 250 sermons; and scattered hundreds of 
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his tracts. — He sent several of them to Popish Bishops 
and Priests, with a short letter in Latin accompanying 
them in every case. Although his general health was 
good, at this time he had a painful sore on his right 
H^pTy by which he was confined for a short season. 
" This," he says, "was for some good end. To God be 
all the Glory ! " 

The sore on his leg increased to what he afterwards 
calls, '^ A painfiil malady/' and detained him at home 
three months, in which time I had the privilege of 
frequently visiting him. He regarded the affliction as 
from the hand of God, as he had an opportunity of 
vindicating the truths of Christianity, as revealed in 
God's bo^, and held by Protestants, — against the 
attacks of the noted Priest Maguire. The latter had 
been invited to Dublin during the Lent, and, in the 
Westland Row chapel, delivered a series of lectures on 
the peculiar dogmas of Rome. Mr. Ouseley obtained 
information of his subjects, as he proceeded, and com- 
bated them in the public prints ; challenging Arch- 
bishop Murray, or any other to reply. But, though 
Father Tom gave him abundance of oral abuse, nothing 
tangible appeared. Immediately on his becoming 
convalescent, he proceeds in May, on an excursion 
which lasted for upwards of a month, — and after Con- 
ference takes a tour of ninety-four days, to which, as 
well as other labours, the Missionary Committee refers 
in the following terms. ** The veteran Irish Missionary, 
Mr. Ouseley, at the age of seventy three, continues to be 
' in labours more abundant,' and exhibits a pattern of 
unwearied zeal, in the cause of Scriptural truth and 
piety, which all Ministers may contemplate with profit. 
JProbably no one individual living has been permitted 
to sow so extensively the * good scmmI ' of the pure Gos- 
pel in the sister Kingdom, as this venerable man. We 
pray that the fruit may be * found after many days.' 
Labours of this description, in conjunction with those 
of the regular and stated mimstry, constitute, under 
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God, especially in the present peculiar circn instances 
of the country, the chief help and hope of Ireland/' 

His communications on the subject of his exertioiM 
participate to the end of his career of the same spirit 
which distinguished his most vigorous days ; ana we 
cannot fail to admire the goodness and power of God 
so manifest in his servant. In July, 1836, he g^ves a 
brief outline of his labours for the preceding year. On 
his way from the Belfast Conference in 1835, his 
labours were in Ulster and Leinster down to September, 
and from the end of that month through the counties 
of Armagh, Down, Tyrone, Monaghan and Fermanagh 
— Preaching in the streets from 14 to 16, and some- 
times 20 sermons in the week, to large congregations, 
especially in the streets : and, for the most part, without 
interruption. He says, '^ I was not sick more than 
about three weeks. To God be all the glory who thns 
supports me now in the 75th year of my age ! f 

fie visited England in the course of this year; 
preached in London, in Lambeth and Queen Street: 
in other large towns also, Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Leeds, Hull, Manchester, Liverpool and other places. 
He remained in England for six weeks, preached several 
times to vast congregations, and was received with 
great kindness and affection by the English friends,— 
It is worthy of remark, that here he did not forget 
what he believed to be his peculiar call. '^I also 
wrote," he says, *' to the Priests, as I went along, a , 
short letter in Latin, and enclosed a printed paper to 
each in defence of the Gospel, and against their fatal 
Creed of Trent, or Pius IV. Glory be to God. Amen." 
To the end of his life the power of God accompanied 
his ministry in the conversion of souls. At this, in 
every case, he aimed, and in this the great Head of the 
church gave him signal success even to the last. On 
Sunday the 24th of December, 1837, he preached in 
the town of Mountmellick, at 10 o'clock in the morning. 
He gave, in the course of his sermon^ what aflerwftrd 



REV. GIDBOM 0D8BLBT. 305 

produced wonderful effect, a relation of his own experi- 
ence. A young eentlemauy Mr. Hay, a native of 
Scotland, who had recently come to reside in Ireland, 
from a motive of curiosity went to hear him preach ; the 
word was quick and powerful — He believed what Mr. 
Ouseley declared, that Ood's promises were free for 
all, — He loathed himself and sin — he went as a peni- 
tent to the footstool of mercy, his prayer had power 
with God through Christ; and, after a severe conflict, 
he was led to the Saviour, in whom be was made to 
rejoice, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Now 
he has a place in the Methodist ministry ; preaching 
to others the great truths by which himself was made 
free. 

In a letter to Mr. Croggon, dated Tarbert, October 
d, 1838, Mr. Ouseley writes in a most cheerful strain. 
*' Having just returned from Tralee and its vicinity, 
where I have been labouring for nine days, preached 
seventeen sermons, and travelled about 1 30 Irish miles. 
The congregations were generally very large, in Tralee 
especially, uncommonly so. I trust the Lord has 
blessed his word to many. To his name be the glory. 
Our good Meredith, cast down as he was, being there 
alone, was greatly comforted and encouraged. I 
preached in the town, between evenings and mornings, 
no less than ten sermons ; and in other places seven. 
I was much blessed in my own soul during the whole, 
thank Ood. We had on the Sabbath a blessed Love- 
feast, and on the next Sabbath the Lord's supper. In 
Kilrush too I had good seasons, and large congrega- 
tions. I spent two days in Limerick city, and md 
crowded congregations. I preached four times there ; 
in the country also I had crowds to hear. The Lord 
strengthens me so, that I am seldom or ever weary. 
I must set out on Friday to Ballinasloe, to meet 
brother Lindsay there." He seemed almost insensible 
to any decay of his physical stlrength until bis last 
illness. His friends, however, perceived indications of 
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declining health. The internal complaint, indaced 
by excessive labour^ and which terminated his mor- 
tal career, had been gaining on him for four years ; 
and, although it never affected him while preaching, 
he sometimes suffered intense pain in travelling. No- 
thing, however, was able to repress his ardour, or 
prevent his using his remaining portion of strength for 
Lis divine Master. In the latter end of January, 1839, 
he arrived in Dubb'u, and, about 6 o'clock in the eve* 
ning, when passing from Portobello Canal harbour to 
his lodging m Great Ship Street, as he came opposite 
the residence of the Methodist ministers, in Whitefriar 
Street, he was attacked by a gang of robbers, who 
knocked him down with great violence, attempted to 
take his watch, but the chain broke, and they missed 
that part of their intended booty. He grappled with 
one of the gang, who fell, lost his hat ana made off. 
The rest succeeded in carrying off his carpet-bag, con- 
taining his linen, with some bonds and other papers 
of consequence. He wrote to the Priest, and took eYerj 
step in search of them, but they were never restored. 
Excepting the manner in which his clothes had been 
abused by rolling in the gutter, and the loss of his 
papers, he did not seem to think he had been much 
injured by the outrage. But there is no question that 
it aggravated the complaint under which ne had been 
for some time suffering, and hastened bi& dissolution. 
I received a letter from him, dated February Ist, in 
which he makes no mention of the attack, but on the 
8th he writes again, and relates the circumstances of 
the case ; but dees not say that be had sustained serious 
harm. At this time, his health had much more de- 
clined than he himself conceived, though he found it 
necessary to have recourse to the best medical advice; 
and had premonitory symptoms of his last illness. In 
his letter to me of the 8th of February, an extract 
from which follows, he touchingly describes his feelings, 
and his prospcctA. " I haveb^n to Surgeon Crampton \ 
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this day" he sajs^ ''on account of some ailment I did 
not understand. He examined and saw I must stop 
two or three weeks under his care. I feel no diminu- 
tion of my strength, to prevent me from labouring as 
usual, nor any stomach illness^ thank God ; yes, thank 
God most high, for all his unmerited mercies and 
loving kindness to me, to this day, now closing my 
77th year. Through waves and clouds and storms, 
he has gently cleared my way. Praises to Him that 
sitteth on the throne and maketh all things new. Amen, 
and Amen. O, Eternity, blissful Eternity! 'Sin, 
earth and bell I now defy, 1 lean upon my Saviour's 
breast'! God be thanked! Amen. The end shall 
soon come; joyful news. My good wife is well, 
thank God. I expect her soon here, she is very un- 
easy about me, having been injured by the robbers. 
Thank Ck)d, they and the devil together, could not 
take my soul. This being safe, all is well and cause 
of thanksgiving. 

'There, there at his feet We shall suddenly meet, 
* And be parted in body bo more I ' 

May God fully prepare us for that day. Amen. My 
love to your beloved Anne, God bless her and her's. 
To brother Tackaberry and his partner, &;c., &c. 
Accept the same yourself from yours in Christ Jesus. 

Gideon Ouseley.** 
The above letter was written, as will be seen, about 
three months before his lamented death, and although 
he could not think there was any diminution of his 
strength, so as to prevent his resuming^ his labour, 
yet the eager anticipation of his soul, evidently indi- 
cated his near approach to that Eternity after which 
he so intensely longed. He goes again to his loved 
work indeed, the moment he finds the least relief, but 
alas ! his efforts were brief; soon does he retire from 
the field, never more to jr^tunu On Monday the 8 th 



806 MEMORIAL OF THE 

of April, he finished his public ministrations in the 
town of Mountmeliiek, when he delivered three dis- 
courses, one of which was in the street ; and added 
several persons to the society in a select meeting. On 
the llth of April he returned to Dublin, and on the 
20th was confined to bed, from which he never again 
rose. 

We have arrived at that part of the narrative, by 
which I am reminded that my task is well nigh done. 
The life of a very extraordinary man draws to an end. 
The closing scene, as might be expected, sheds a lustre 
on the past, and afibrds a striking evidence of the 
divinity of that religion which it was the business and 
joy of his life to promote. The veteran warrior lays 
down his armour for a cro;vn : and after a course of 
brilliant victories, enters, in blissful triumph, the im- 
perial city. 

His reason continued to his last moments. This 
was satisfactory to his friends who anxiously watched 
the rapid advances of the last enemy. His friend, 
the. Rev. John F. Mathews, frequently visited him 
during his painful affliction, and, with others, wit- 
nessed the power of grace sustaining him throughout 
the fiery trial. Mr. Mathews writes, " He was fre- 
quently for the short period of his illness in great 
^^ouy^ and, as you are aware, a painful operation was 
performed by the Surgeon General. After this he 
sunk rapidly, 'till at length he fell asleep in Christ to 
be with him for ever. He spoke on two occasions that 
I was with him, of the ' I>ire Apostacy,' which pre- 
vailed in this unhappy land, and said if he had any 
wish to live at all it was to do something more towards 
hastening its destruction. He was in a most happy 
frame of mind, patient, resigned, and often triumphant. 
He frequently repeated verses of the 7d4th Hymn, 
* And let this feeble body fail, &c.,' especially the 7th 
verse. 

* wh&t aM all my sufferings here. 
If, Lord, l\iou c^racoX tia T&ib«i.' 
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With that enrsptared host to appear^ 

And worship at thy feet ; 
Give ioy or grief, give ease or paif^ 

TaCe life or friends away : 
I come, to find them all again 

In that eternal day."' 

. In the most intense sufTering, no murmur escaped 
his lips. His cry was, '• O my Father, — rav Father 
God ! Support thy suflfering child. Thy will be done 
my Father God I" lie impressed on his medical atten- 
daats, and all who visited him, not to neglect the 
momentous things of Eternity. On Monday the Idtli 
he took his leave of his family, praying especially for 
them : then for all his friends, for the church of O^ni 
at large, and for the whole world. He employed his 
nephew, Mr. John Ouseley Bonsall, to whom he was 
greatly attached, to write to some religious friends and 
particularly to a lady who had been remarkably atten- 
tive to him ; he said, '^ Send her my grateful remem- 
brance. ' God is love.' " Again he said, ** Get all my 
friends, to pray for a thnnkftH spirit, and to be saved 
^om stupidity and neglect." Mrs. Ouseley sometimes 
read for him, portions of the Holy Scriptures which 
were adapted to his joyous experience : and on tuesday 
morning a little before his departure he requested Mr. 
Bonsall to read for him the xiv chapter of the Gospel 
by St. John. He made a few observations on disci- 

1)leship, of being one with Christ; and then said, ^'I 
lave no fear of Death; the spirit of God sustains— 
God's spirit is my support. After this, at half- past 
twelve o'clock, his happy spirit took its flight to the 
Paradise of God. *' My father, my father, the chariot 
of Israel and the horsemen thereof.'' Thus closed the 
long and laborious life of this gifted and holy man. 
'* Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his." 

On the day of interment his mortal remains were 
carried into the Metbedist Chapel, Whitefriar Streetj 

t2 
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when Mr. Mathews delivered an address to a crowded 
congregation. They were thence conveyed to Mount 
Jerome cemetery, Harold's Cross, there to remain 'till 
the morning of Uie Resurrection. On the following 
Sunday evening the Rev. William Stewart preached 
his funeral sermon in Whitefriar Street chapel. 

It is said by an accomplished historian, ** The appel- 
lation of great has been often bestowed and sometimes 
deserved." But if eminent powers under the impulse 
of ennobling Christian virtues, engaged in a long course 
of self-denial and effort^ in enterprises the most bene- 
ficent, — constitute true greatness, '^ the appellation of 
great " cannot be denied to Gideon Ouseley. 

Without any claims to distinction as a writer, tra- 
dition would have rescued the name of Mr. Ouseley 
from oblivion; and given him a place among the 
illustrious in ** the world of invisible beings." Had 
no records existed but such as were cherished in the 
Christian experience of those who had been, happily, 
made the partakers of Gospel salvation by his instru- 
mentality, the story of his labours and his virtues, 
must have been transmitted to posterity. But the 
efforts of Mr. Ouseley, were by no means limited by his 
oral and public ministrations, — as his research was 
considerable in Christian Theology, and Ecclesiastical 
history^ so his power was almost unequalled, in bringing 
it to bear with practical advantage on questions affect- 
ing the interests of truth, and involving the weal of his 
country. When occasion required, or seemed to point 
out the necessity, he was prompt in wielding the wea- 
pons of truth, — Letters, Strictures, and Reviews in a 
variety of forms issued from his pen. In these he 
would sometimes, with irresistable force, assail the verv 
fortresses of error, — expose to view the arcana of well- 
concerted falsehood ; tear the mask from off the bold 
deceiver; put to silence the ignorance of foolish men; 
waken the attention of the credulous and unsus- 
|>ectJiig; rescue the dupes of spiritual delusion, an^ 
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confirm in the ways of righteousnesiB and truth, the 
wavering and the weak* 

His great literary undertaking however, was his 
«' Old Christianity, against Papal novelty : " which 
embodied, almost, every thing in his minor productions, 
that was valuable in substance, powerful iu appeal, 
^licitous in illustration, and conclusive in reasoning. 
A work, which, while it challenges the most celebrated 
controvertists of Home to refute its arguments, shall, 
we have reason to believe, by its effects upon the reli- 
gious history of our country, in after times, render 
imperishable the fame of Gideon Ouseley. The Re- 
views of the last Edition of that work, from which I 
shall select two, — confirm the most favourable opinions 
of his warmest friends. 

*' Old Christianity, Sfc.^ by Gideon Ouseley y a netc Edition. 

** This is a reprint with enlargements, of one of the 
most spirited and convincing attacks upon Popery the 
age has produced. It had an extensive circulation in 
Ireland ; and has been used as a text-book in many an 
oral debate among Hibernian polemics. We hope to 
find room, at a future opportunity, for a more extensive 
notice of this excellent publication ; which has contri- 
buted, in a very material degree, to produce the spirit 
of religious inquiry which at present exists among the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland, and from which the most 
beneficial results are continually witnessed." 

Wesley an Magazine, 1827 — Page 832. 

Review. — "Mr. Ouseley's *01d Chiistianity, against 
Papal novelties, Sth Edition, with lar^e additions,' &o. 

'* We are glad to have an opportunity of calling the 
notice of our readers to this valuable Manual of con- 
troversy : perhaps no book among Irish Protestants, 
in the controversial line, has got into more circulation, 
and been of more service. The Author is a veteran 

Eolemic : he was fighting the battle orally and with 
is pen, when others were yet supine; and, if Ions 
experience^ long study, and mnch success^ be valnabb 
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ingredients in a man, who sits down to writie against 
Romanism, Mr. Ouseley has a fair claim to still more 
extensive patronage. 

** We wish the book, which is very cheap— consi- 
dering the abmidant matter which it contains, were on 
the book-shelf of every Protestant householder." 

Church Magazine, or Christian Examiner. 1828. 
Page 452. Dublin. 

The following is an extract from the character given 
of Mr. Ouseley, in the Minutes of Conference, 1839. 
^^ He died, as he had lived, an eminent witness of the 
salvation of the Gospel. He was the most distin- 
guished, efficient, and successful Irish Missionary 
ever employed by our religious community. He 
laboured with a devotion and earnestness worthy of 
the first and purest ages of the Christian church; 
and to an extent never, perhaps, surpassed, and 
seldom equalled. In 1799, the year after the Irish 
rebellion, ne was called out by the Conference, as an 
Irish Missionary. For this great and important work 
he was pre-eminently fitted. His knowledge of the 
character and prejudices of the native population, and 
of the practical evils and enormities of the Popish 
delusion, his almost instinctive acuteness in detecting 
the insidious subtleties, and his unequalled power of 
argument in refuting the errors of Popery, enabled him 
to grapple most successfully with the revolting, anti- 
Christian monster ; while his thorough acquaintance 
with the Irish language gave facility to the attention 
and access to the sympathies of the Irish people. His 
various works on the Popish controversy, particularly 
his book entitled * Old Christianity,' — a work of supe- 
rior value, — evince very great research, and give him 
a rank as a man of no inconsiderable literary acquire- 
ments, while they exhibit marks of having been touched 
with a master hand. His sermons were marked by 
great originality and strength; and powerful convio- 
tiMa laid hold of llu6 beatta of his congregatioiuii 
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while he resaoaed and pemiaded them out of the 
Scriptures. He generally went from hia kneea to the 
pulpity or atreeta; and after atrong criea and teara 
before the throne of grace^ inTited hia periahine fellow- 
men to the feet of Jeana, for mercy and aalratiou. In 
him were exemplified the well-known worda, — 



'Hie I/nre of ChiMi dodi me eooftain 
To leek the waodering wniIs of men ; 
WUh erka, entrealaety tesn to aarey 
To aadiihem lirom l^gapiag gpnve.' 

For forty yeara he ezerciaed hia irablic miniatry, 
throogh eril report and good report, m honour and in 
dishonour, through eirery part of the kingdom, with 
queriehleaa ardour, inriticible oonatancy, pure patriotiam, 
aud unwearied zeal, — frequently preaching tnree timea, 
and occasionally four or fire timea a day, in Engliah 
and Iriah. Ilia addreaaea were accompanied with a 
power, pathos, and unction of the Holy One, which 
deeply affected, and aometimea orerwh^med the traat 
assembliea which attended hia miniatry. Hundreda, 
if not thousands of souls were the fruit of that ministry, 
which no donbt will be the crown of hia rejoicing in 
the day of Christ. On the 14th of May this great and 
devoted aenrant of Jeana Chriat fell aaleep, in the full 
triumph c{ faith and hope, in the aerenty-eighth year of 
his age. ^Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth : yea, aaith the Spirit, that they 
may reat from their laboora, and their works do fidlow 
them/* 

Are the Chriatian Churchea in thia ooontry, aware 
of the obligationa they are under, for the present state 
of religioua aociety, to the unwearied exertiona of thia 
distinguished man; ''who fought the battles, orallr 
and with his pen, when others were yet supine 1^ ts 
there nothing in lus ringular character and career to 
impreaa the minda of the frienda of Irdand, aa to the 
meana of her diaenthralment from degading apiritaal 
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oppression ? Shall not his intense love of couiitry, — 
the indelible impression on his mind as to his S|)ecial 
call, and his faithful, unremitting perseverance in it, — 
his deep and solemn conviction as to the causes of 
Ireland's miseries, and his more than common power 
in exposing them, — his unbroken resolution mid ap- 
palling dangers, — his unparalleled exertions and success 
in the ministry, afford demonstrative evidence that he 
was under a divine influence ; and that there is no effi- 
cacy in any appliances in removing the maladies of 
our country, save what is found in the sovereign 
remedy of the Gospel ? And is there not something 
admonitory and instructive to young ministers, and, 
above all to young Methodist preachers, in his singular 
devotion, and self-denial, — his industry, and redeeming 
of time, — his undying zeal for God, and his ardent 
pity for the ruined souls of men, — his ceaseless labours, 
and his prayers and tears night and day for perishing 
sinners, " to open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God ? " O, may the great Head of the church raise 
up and inspire a succession of faithful men, who, 
catching the spirit, and treading in the footsteps of 
Gideon Ouseley, will go forth publicly, and boldly 
proclaim Christ and him crucified ; until our ill-fated 
country, shall be no longer a " by-word among all 
nations," but, enlightened and transformed by the 
truth, rise into life and order; offering unto God, a 
spiritual worship, and exhibiting in her social and 
moral character, the virtues of a pure and Scriptural 
Christianity, 

Yours, &c., W. R. 
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"to the editor op the cork constitution. 

" Sir — Having in many of your Cotemporaries seen 
accounts of the execution of the criminal S£brt, and 
his innocence strongly insisted on, I am led to the 
recollection of a similar case in this county, which I 
now give you, in hopes of its serving as a warning to 
readers, and preventing them giving implicit credit to 
dying declarations of innocence, made by criminals 
about to suffer for crimes connected with political 
subjects. Something over twenty years ago an ap- 
palling murder was committed on a Mr. Franks, his 
wife and son, near Kildorrery. Two or three brothers 
named Cremmin — I can't now remember how many — 
were convicted of the murder and executed. At the 
gallows, they made a solemn declaration of their inno- 
cence, which with many gained great credence, the 
dying confession being considered as sufficient proof. 
I happened, some time after the execution, to dine in 
a large company, composed entirely of men. One of 
the party was an Attorney from the neighbourhood of 
the murder, a thorough-going Liberalist. After the 
solids had been disposed of, and the speaking powers 

were developed, Mr. , the country Attorney, spoke 

of the execution as the murder of the CremmiiM^ on 
which, honest Jack Bennett, also one of the company, 
made one of his well-remembered attacks on his coun- 
try brother-chip, and after giving him what he called 
one of his best tongne-scourgings, said, ' You came to 
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Cork on the defence of the murderers ; you applied to 
me to undertake it. I went with you to their cell. The 
first question I put to them was, * Are you guilty^ 
tell me the truth, as I can't defend you without 
knowing the real facts.' They confessed to me in your 
presence the truth, and acknowledged their guilt, 
which you knew as well as the murderers. They suf- 
fered for a crime they were guilty of, and now, with 
unblushing effrontery, you attempt to acquit them, 
because they suffered under the laws which they 
violated, and which you vilify, to answer your party 
feelings. Being nearly connected with the murdered 
Franks's, I cannot forget any part of the conversation, 
and I hope that the country practitioner, when he sees 
this, will remember the chastisement bestowed on him 
by honest, uncompromising Jack Bennett. There 
were other respectable persons present, who no doubt 
remember the facts as I state them. 

I Remain, &c. OLD TIMES." 

APPENDIX B. 

Rhemish Bible, edited in 1816.— Xote on John x. 
1. Heb. v. 1. "All Protestant Clergy are tAieve$f 
murderers^ and ministers of the devil — they are leaders 
of rebellion, and engaged in a damnable revolt against 
the priests of Gods church." On Rev. xi. 6 — 20. 
*' Christian people, bishops especially, should have 
great zeal against Heretics^ and hate them, even as God 
hates them ; and be thus zealous against all false pro*-- 
phets, and Heretics of what name soever, after the 
example of holy Elias, that in zeal killed 450 false 
prophets." On Luke ix. 55. "As the fact of Elias 
was not reprehended; neither is the church nor Chris- 
tian princes blamed by God for putting Heretics to 
death." On Acts ^ix. 19. " A Christian should 
deface and burn all heretical books." On Acts x. 9. 
" The church service of England, being in heresy and 
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echism, is not only unprofitable but damnable." Drs* 
Troy, Murray, O'Reilly, and mostly all the principal 
K. Catholic clergy in Ireland, subscribed their names 
to these notes as being *^ truly orthodox and catholic/* 

APPENDIX C. 

" The wakes in the country parts of Ireland, present 
an odd assemblage of different characters and oi diffe- 
rent passions. The real genius of the people is no 
where so well or so openly displayed as at these 
nightly meetings. It is a theatre on which tragedy, 
comedy, broad farce, match-making, speech-making, 
k.c*, all that is bizarre and comical in the genuine 
Irish character develope themselves with a freedom 
truly fantastic. Here the scenes are shifted with a 
rapidity of change, and in unrestrained succession, 
quite surpasshig any other drama. The transitions 
from deepest and most impassioned tones of sorrow, 
to mirth and hamour as quick as thought. There is a 
melancholy in their mirth, and a mirth in their melan- 
choly which is often found to prevail in their music ; 
and which was a character impressed on national sen- 
sibility by successive changes of ill-fortune. And as 
no one passion is permitted to continue long, they 
mingle and vary like shades of light and darkness 
playing upon the surface of a sullen stream. 

*^ At those national carnivals the common excite- 
ments of snuff, tobacco, and whiskey, and the fruits of 
plundered orchards, are abundantly supplied."* In 
such scenes would Mr. Ouseley appear and, as des- 
cribed, call the attention of the thoughtless assemblage 
to the solemn concerns of Eternity. 

APPENDIX D. 

Father Michael Murphy wrote the following letter 
to Mr. Thomas Houston of Thomas Street, Dublin, 

* Life of the Right Hon. John Philpot Coma. . . 
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dated Gorey 6th Jnne, 1798. '' Frieud Houston ! 
Great events are ripening. In a few days we shall 
meet. The first fmits of yonr regeneration must be a 
tincture of poison and pike in the Metropolis, against 
the Heretics. This is a tribunal for such opinions. 
Your talents must not be buried as a judge. Your 
sons must be steeled with fortitude, against heresy, 
then we shall do; and you shall shine in a higher 
sphere. We shall have an army of brave republicans, 
one hundred thousand, with fourteen pieces of cannon , 
on Tuesday, before Dublin ; your heart will beat high 
at the news. You will rise with a proportionable 
force. 

Yours ever, M. Murphy/' 
Wc are informed by the Popish historian O'Sullivan, 
that in the year, 1575, Geraldine of Desmond, plotting 
an insurrection upon a grand scale, was desirous to 
connect his measures with Pope Gregory, and pro- 
ceeded to Rome for that purpose. He found there 
Cornelius O'Melrian, an Irish Franciscan, who had 
been recently appointed Bishop of Killaloe, and who 
at once became a principal in tne councils of Desmond. 
To their united solicitations for assistance, his holiness 
readily consented, and granted to a Banditti, then 
desolating Italy, a free pardon on condition of their 
nndertakme an expedition to Ireland. At the head of 
these Missionaries, the Bishop of Killaloe landed in 
Ireland ; distributing arms and indulgences among the 
rebels who flocked to his standard, and inscribed upon 
his banners the device of the keys, ' because he fought 
for him who had the keys of the kingdom of heaven.' 
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